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Bill passed: BNP walks out
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Ershad's rule in 1989.

Khasru took up points raised
by JP lawmakers and clarified
confusions regarding various
le%al aspects, franchise, land-
related clauses, provision of
oath-taking of chairmen and
other members of the hill coun-
cils and powers and responsi-
bilities of the hill councils.

He welcomed all observa-
tions lawmakers on the hill
council bills and said if one
feels like, one could go to the
court of law. "We're confident
enough to prove that the bills do
not go beyond the limits of the
Constitution.”

Earlier, Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury told the
House that except the amend-
ments to the bill proposed by
six lawmakers, no other
amendment was moved in
the House. Though some Trea-
sury Bench lawmakers had also
submitted a number of amend-
ments, none of those were
moved in the House.

Earlier, the House witnessed
a heated debate for one and half
hours on the disposal of 4365
notices on the three district
council bills submitted by law-
makers.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the Op-
position Begum Khaleda Zia
also participated in the debate,
marked by two walkouts by
BNP lawmakers.

The Speaker dropped the
regular items including the
uestion-answer session from

e Order of the Day.

The debate was sparked off
soon after the three CHT bills
were placed in the Sangsad as
ite session resumed at 11:12 in
the morning.

All the lawmakers of BNP
and the Jatiya Party burst into
anger as soon as Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury announced
that he would dispose of the
large number of notices as per
the Rules of Procedure and fol-
lowing the precedence in the
fifth parliament.

Terming the number of no-
tices "unimaginable”, he told
the House that submission of
such a huge number of notices
on any bill was unprecedented
in any parliament at home and
abroad. He said that finding no
such instance in the country's
parliamentary history, he had
contacted parliaments of some
other countries. "But no such
instance was reported from

Amendments
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clauses of the bills were submit-
ted by the opposition members.
More notices are still coming
in. -

Giving a breakup, the
Speaker said 1,630 notices for
amendments were submitted on
Rangamati, 1,479 notices on
Khagrachhari and 1.256 on
Bandarban Hill District Coun-
cil (Amendment) Bills.

Briefing newsmen in the
Sangsad Bhaban after the
walkout, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Prot AQM Badrud-
doza Chowdhury said, "The cal-
culation of the Speaker is
wrong.”

He said if all the notices were
discussed and one minute was
given for each notice, it will
take 4,500 minutes or 75 hours,

If the Speaker runs Parlia-
ment six hours a day, it will
take 12 and a half days to dis-
pose off all the notices. he
added.

Leader of the Opposition Be-
gum Khaleda Zia said the cur-
rent session has been continu-
ing for over four months. It
should not be a problem if the
Speaker extended the session by
12 more days to allow discus-
sion on such vital national is-

anywhere."
Referring to disposal of simi-
lar cases in the parliament,

Chowdhury said that in disgos-
ing of the notices on CHT bills
he would follow his "qualified”
predecessor Shaikh Razzak Ali.

Giving a breakdown, he in-
formed the House that out of
the total 4365 notices he re-
ceived on the three identical
bills, 3964 sought amendments
to those, 217 suggested elicitin
Ii:uhlic opinion on those an

84 proposed sending those to
the select committee.

Amidst uproar by the uﬁpna
sition lawmakers, Chowdhury
said he would follow the same
method the Speaker of the fifth
parliament did in disposing of
similar notices on bills on three
CHT district councils.

Despite shouting from the
opposition members, he contin-
ued: "I'll allow discussions on
the proposals for eliciting public
opinion on the bills and sending
those to the select committee
together but throw those to the
floor for voting separately.”

At this stage, the Speaker
invited the Law Minister to seek
permission for placing the
Rangamati Hill District Local
Government Council
(Amendment) Bill, 1989 for
consideration of the House.
BNP MP Major (retd) Hafizuddin
Ahmed sought the floor for giv-
ing objection but the Chair told
him that there was no scope for
objection at that stage and that
the chance had gone earlier.

After the Khagrachhari Hill
District Local Government
Council (Amendment) Bill, 1989
was placed, more BNP MPs rose
and shouted.

Given the floor, M K Anwar
of BNP quoted Rule 290(2) ol
the Rules of Procedure to op-

e passage of a bill the same
day it is tabled and suggested
amendments. i A L i

REI;I ng to this, the er
said t 21’11: ﬁe had rncee%?:d to
this stage till then for entertain-
ing the point raised by the BNP
MP.

The Law Minister then
placed the third bill on the
Bandarban Hill District and the
House accepted all the three
bills for consideration by voice-
vote,

Referring to instances in the
fifth parliament, the Speaker
announced his decision of al-
lowing 24 MPs of BNP and nine
of JP to discuss the notices and
invited the Chief Whips of BNP
and JP to name their respective
nominees.

The House burst into uproar
as the Speaker gave his ruling
to "save time and avoid repeti-
tion of statements on same is-

Amid protests by the Oppo-
sition, Chowdhury gave the
floor to Fazle Rabbi of JP and
Shahidul Islam and Fazlul
Azim of BNP to speak on their
proposals but they all requested
the Chair to change his deci-
si0n.

At this stage. the BNP law-
makers walked out of the
House, led by party Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan.

Leader of the House Sheikh
Hasina then rose to support the
Speaker's decision which she
termed ‘correct' as per the ROP
and very much realistic.

"It's the Speaker's jurisdic-
tion whom he'ﬁ allow to speak...
and he is supposed to run the
House in line with the prece-
dence in the past,” she noted.

Hasina also requested the
BNP lawmakers to return to the
House and participate in the
proceedings.

The Speaker then gave the
floor to Dr Rustam Al Farazi.
GM Kader and Golam Faruk
Obhi of JP but all of them reit-

JOD rehabilibation
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lowing a JCD-BCL clash which
left a BCL leader killed.

The BCL captured all the
three JCD-dominated halls —
Jasimuddin, Ziaur Rahman,
and Bangabandhu halls — fol-
lowing the inc’ ' at, ousting the
JCD supporters.

In a devels nent later last
nights, BCL accepted the deci-
sion of the Dhaka University
Syndicate to vacate the four
dormitorie: of the University
for rehatuatating the displaced
JCD activists, sources said.

The BCL accepted the deci-
sion during a meeting with the
DU Syndicate last night at the
:'r,.,. -ence of the Vice Chancel-
or.

The BCL. however, stuck to
its earlier position that the JCD
activists who are students of
other halls of the university
will not be allowed to return to
those halls.

The BCL also demanded that
the killers of Partho Protim
Acharya should be arrested
immediately.

BClL General Secretary
Ishaque Ali Khan Panna while
talking to The Dally Star over
telephone 1=2st night saild that
residents of one hall could not
be guests in other halls.

It is not desirable that the
general students of the amiver-
sity will be harassed by vacat-
ing the dormilories, he said,

"We will, however, accept the
idea if the university authori-
ties think it will help maintain
peaceful academic atimosphere
in the university." he added.

In the meeting with the DU
Syndicate at the VC's residence
late last night, the JCD leaders
r&rlemm:l a proposal of the
Dhaka University Syndicate
that only the genuine residents
of the halls would he allowed to
stay in the four trouble-torn
residential halls, meeting
sources said.

The JCD leaders proposed
that the activists of the organi-
sation who could not stay in
other BCL dominated halls
should be allowed to stay in
those four halls.

The students who are not
residents but attached with
those halls should also be al-
lowed to stay in the four halls,
the JCD demanded,

The meeting was continuing
till the filing of this report at
10:45 pm last night. The Syndi-
cate, after completing meeting
with the JCD, was expected to
sit with leaders of the Gano-
tantrik Chhatra Oikya.
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erated the demand for allowing
each of the members who gave
notices to speak.

In response, the Speaker
said he was doing nothing new
but following the rules and the
precedence.

The PM took the floor again
and quoted articles 83 and 86 of
the ROP to back the Speaker in
shortening the list of those who
submitted the notice.

It would take three years and
eight months for the House to
dispose of the 4365 notices if all
the members who had submit-
ted those were allowed to speak
and the House was in session
day and night, the S r said,

He said he was stunned find-
ing so many notices and then
started moving around for a
solution and he finally got it
from similar instances in the
fifth parliament.

As the BNP MPs returned to
the House at 12.13 pm, ut
Leader of the {}ppusitingcgmz
AQM Badruddoza Chuwdhurar
commented that some 4,00
notices on the bills that "vio-
lated" the Constitution were
nothing surprising and re-
quested the Chair to allow dis-
cussion on all those. "These no-
tices are not matter of jokes...

peﬂ;])::;: are eager to listen to such
deliberations.

PM's Parliamentary Affairs
Adviser Suranjit Sengupta sup-
ported the Speaker's decision
taken to save time.

Ershad said the CHT bills
were opposed to constitutional
provisions and demanded that
all his party MPs be allowed to
speak on their notices. :

The S er repeated that he
was following his predecessor.

Reiterating the BNP demand
for allowing all its members to
speak on their notices, Khan-
dakar Delwar Hossain blamed
the government for attemptin
to pass the bills 'unilaterally.
"We'll be able to make the ple
understand that the bills are
unconstitutional, if we're given
the chance to speak.”

Begum Khaleda Zia, who en-
tered the House at 12.23 pm,
commented that the number of
notices were so large because
the bills were controversial and
the country would loose its
control over the CHT with the
passage of those.

"l hope you'll allow each of
my party MPs who submitted
notices. No matter how much
time is needed for the purpose.
We'll wait with patience.’ she
said.

Begum Zia blamed the gov-
ernment for ‘attempting to
handover the CHT to terrorists’
by passing the bills.

The PM took the floor for the
third time to thank the BNP
lawmakers for returning to the
House and said her government
was liberal enough to accept the
substantive amendments
moved by the Opposition.

She also alleged that the Op-
position moved so many
amendments with a view 1o
making the Sangsad inopera-
tive and obstructing its smooth
functioning.

Hasina also blamed the op-
position members for 'violating’
the Speaker's ruling an
challenged Begum Zia and Er-

shad to prove how the CHT bills

violated the Constitution.

The BNP legislators walked
out for the second time at 12:50
pm led by Begum Zia. At that
time, the BNP MPs tore papers.
threw those in the air and
hurled abuses at the Chair.

At this stage, Ershad agreed
to speak alone for all his party
members. Allowed for 10 min-
utes, he spoke for 22 minutes
and termed certain provisions
in the three CHT bills unconsti-
Ltutional.

After the launch break, the
House witnessed disposal of no-
tices by JP MPs. BNP MPs did
not return till one of the three
CHT bills was passed before the
session was adjourned at 8 pm.

S Asia seminar on

good governance
in Delhi May 5-8

Senior government officials,
arliamentarians, business
eaders, and opinion makers
from across South Asia will
participate in a regional semi-
nar on accountability and good
overnance in New Delhi Irom
ay 5 to 8.

The seminar has been organ-
ised by the World Bank's Eco-
nomic Development Institute
(EDI) in partnership with the
Parliamentary Centre, the Con-
sortium for 1gir,ualn::iall Manage-
ment, and the International De-
velopment Research Centre
(IDRC), with support from the
Canadian International Devel-
opment Agency (CIDA), and the
government of the Netherlands,
siaid a WB press release yester-
day.

The purpose of the seminar
is to identify specific institu-
tions and Issues of accountabil-
ity that can be improved In a
practical, feasible manner. An-
other objective is to foster in-
creased regional collaboration
among similar organisations.

There will be five plenary
sessions, each with a high-level
key note speaker and chair.
These sessions will cover: Par-
llament and Accountability; The
Civil Service and Accountability;
Public Accounts Committees
and the Auditor General, and

the Judiciary and Accountabil-

ity.

Bangladesh a
model for
developing

states: Inderfurth

US Assistant Secretal;! of
State for South Asia Karl F In-
derfurth has described Ban-
ladesh as a role model for
eveloping countries even be-
yond the immediate South
Asian region, reports UNB.
Inderfurth said this on April

27 during a meeting with
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
US KM Shehabuddin at the

State Department in Washing-
ton, according to a message re-
ceived in the city yesterday.

He lauded Bangladesh's ac-
complishments in areas like
elimination of child labour,
women development and micro-
credit.

He said this was particularly
rsuasive in the inclusion of
angladesh on President Bill

Clinton's tour plan to the region
sometime November.

President Clinton's visit to
Bangladesh will be the first by a
US President to the country.

Inderfurth said President
Clinton's programme would in-
clude visits to the projects on
social development in Bangla-
desh.

The US Assistant Secretary
of State also commended the
momentum in the US-Bangla-
desh economic cooperation in
the areas of energy and power.

Inderfurth said the visit of
the high-powered US delegation
led by US Permanent Represen-
tative to UN Bill Richardson to
Bangladesh recently was highly
successful.

Old man chopped
to death 1n
Muktagachha

MYMENSINGH, May 3: An
old man was chop to death
by a cobbler at Kalibari Bazar
in Muktagachha thana here
this morning, reports UNB.

Police said the victim, Sher
Mahmud, 70, was attacked and
injured critically by the cob-
bler, Nanda Lal, at about 10 am
at the bazar.

Nanda was reportedly drunk
during the incident. He also at-
tacked those who came in res-
cue of the old man.

Local people then pelted
stones at the cobbler to prevent
him.

Sher Mahmud was rushed to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital where he succumbed to
his injuries at about 11 am.

Sundarbans
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leged robbers., numbering about
10 to 12, while they were
pregearing for committing a
robbery.

Sensing their presence, the
robbers. all the members of
Chhotto group, opened fire on
the police.

The gunfight reportedly con-
tinued for about one and a half
hours.

The robbers fled the spot
leaving three of their members
dead.

Police recovered one riffle,
two pipeguns and ammunition
from the spot.

The bodies were sent to
Bagerhat Sadar Hospital for au-
topsy and the injured police-
man was admitted to Khulna
Medlical College Hospital.

Three separate cases were
filed with Sharankhola police
in this connection,

[.akkhatura
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production from June this vear.

Explaining the causes of de-
lay for production of gas from
the Lakkatura well. the Occi-
dental official said that the gas
leakage was one of the factors
while the other being delay in
acquisition of land for laying of
pipelines to connect the well
site with the pgas processing
plant.

"A pas processing plant
worth about 20 million US dol-
lar will be installed at Alurtal,
four km off Lakkatura,” he said.
"The processed gas will be con-
nected with the National Grid
Line at Kailashtila through a 19
km pipeline.”

" Hasina

BNP wants to

make parliament
ineffective: ALPP

A meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Part
(ALPP) yesterday discusse
ways and means to dispose of,
as per Rules of Procedure,
about 5000 amendments to the
local government council bills
on three Chittggung hill dis-
tricts, reports BSS.

As per data and information
gathered through internet from
all over the world, submission
of such a large number of
amendments is "unusual” and
"unprecedented” in the history
of Parliamentary system of any
country, the meeting observed.

Prime Minister Sheikh
resided over the meet-
LI:E] held at the Sangsad Bha-

The meeting viewed that the
BNP through submission of
such a huge number of
amendments, in fact, is trying
to create abnormal situation
with an ultimate objective to
make the parliament ineffective.

“BNP does not want the
country to be run tl;::,dﬂ ::ifli_l:é
liamen system,” mee
observed.

It discussed different clauses
of the bills on three hill districts
of Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and Bandarban.

Mastaans force
closure of 3
garment units

in Tongi
By Special Correspondent
Being denied toll, a gang of
local mastaans forced closure
of three garment factories of

Fortuna Apparels at Kunia,
Tongi on Saturday.

According to a press release
issued the Bangladesh Gar-
ments Manufacturers and Ex-

porters Association yesterday,
the mastaans also disconnected
telephone lines and indiscrim-
inately beating security guards
and workers of the factories.

Fortuna employs about 2200
workers and produces 10,000
readymade garments for export.

e BGMEA press release
said the mastaans had forced
closure of the factories on April
26 and 27. Again, the forced
their closure on Saturday
causing a loss of Taka one crore
during the past few days.

It said the local mastaans
had been pressing the manage-
ment to pay 'toll’ for sometime.
They are not allowing workers
to get inside the factory since
April 26.

BGMEA President Mostafa
Golam Kuddus has urged the
Home Minister and authorities
concerned to take appropriate
steps so that the factories can
operate. the press release said.

‘Rainfall
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partments met yesterday to
prepare a forecast for May, with
the data from April.

The Meteorological Depart-
ment said there would be at
least one low at the Bay of Ben-
gal and flash floods of light to
medium intensities may occur
in the north-eastern part of the
country this month.

In Dhaka, Rajshahi. Sylhet
divisions and in Khulna and
Jessore regions at least four to
six nor'westers, with medium to
high intensity are likely to oc-
cur, the forecast said.

The experts noted yesterday
that during April the rate of
f)recipilaliﬂn in the country was
iigher than average but it was
in accordance with the forecast
except for the Dhaka and
Barisal divisions.

The forecast for May showed
that there would be above aver-
age rainfall in all the six divi-
sions during the month.

Commenting on the weather
condition, Sajedur Rahman, di-
rector of Meteorology Depart-
ment, said he would not de-
scribe it as unusual, Neither he
would link it to El-Nino effect.
He said it was a localised phe-
nomenon that caused the
nor weslers.

Shazneen: Ci'y for social security
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of Class VII of Eton Interna-
tional School in Dhanmondi,
said that since the news about
Shazneen's murder, a sense of
panic and insecurity have
gripped him and his class
mates. "We want that the cul-
prits should be punished
quickly.”

Another student of the
school, Nafis said, following
the incident, he was so panicked
that he and his sisters
convinced their mother to dis-
miss their male domestic help.

Anan Rahman, a student of
Sunbeams, said that the cruel
death of Shazneen came as a

eat shock. "But we now feel

er sad demise has given us a
cause to pursue social security
and a safe environment for
living."

Papri Rasul, a teacher of a
second school, said, "Many
of my students have conveyed a
sense of shakiness and uneasi-
ness since the murder of
Shazneen. | blame the society
for the deteriorating law and
order. Criminals get away after
committing crimes. The worse
is that some of the same crimi-
nals repeat crimes and yet there
seems to be no action.”

A senior government official
while giving his reaction said:
"It seems you can hire people to
commit crimes of the worst na-
ture. We are all sleeping and not
reacting publicly at the level we
are su to do.”

A housewife at Uttara, while
condemning the murder of
Shazneen said, "Since the day [
read about the incident, 1 have
decided to replace the 20-year-
old male domestic help at my
house. I don't feel safe as | have
a 19-year old daughter.”

Tasleem Hussain, a busi-
nessman living in Siddheswari,
having three grown-up children
attending school said, "The in-
cident of Shazneen murder has
sent a shock wave among all
members of the family. I now
keep in constant touch with my
home by callin%]my home sev-
eral times on the telephone to
know about my children's
whereabouts.”

Abul Ashraf Noor, former
principal of Sylhet and Pabna
Cadet Colleges and now an Ad-
visor of Hosaf Group. said
Shazneen's death has once

Shazneen murder

From Page 1
stab wounds, at least four of
which were deep cuts and
Shahid said he stabbed the girl
to death.

Besides, Shahid also told
police that he had taken off his
shirt and trouser before attack-
ing Shazneen. But the question
is how long Shahid took to
comimit the crime.

4. Why Shahid was givin
contradictory statements at dit-
ferent times.

CID has planned to take
Shahid to Chittagong il he is
placed on remand again. Police
.were investigating whether
anyone had helped Shahid
make up a tale ol kidnappin
when he surrendered at Kot
thana in Chittagong on April
27.

The investigators were also
analysing why the confessed
murderer surrendered to police
although he claimed that a
sense of remorse prompted him
to surrender.

The CID investigating team
will visit the places in Chit-
tagong where Shahid stayed for
about two days. Earlier, Shahid
told that he slept in the plat-
forms of Chittagong railway
station. Besides, the investiga-
tors may interrogate the people
with whom Shahid had talks in
Chittagong.

Meanwhile, the five servants
at Rahman's residence, who
were remanded for seven days,
will be produced before the
CMM's court today. This re-
mand ended yesterday. A senior
CID official said they do not
need to further interrogate the
five persons.

CID officials till yesterday
questioned more than 35 people
in connection with the inci-
dent. Besides, they have also
recorded statements of about
six people including Shahid
under Section 161 of the CrPC.

4 this year the

Armed goons unleash terror
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Al Shapla Shalu, several
hundred men, women and chil-
dren %ulht‘red to tell their sto-
ries ol sufferings. intimidation,
assault and murder. Most
wommen and children were visi-
bly malnourished with their
hollow eyes, frail structures
and bulging stomach. Men,
women and children showed
the marks of torture on their
bodies and narrated how they
had been kept besieged since
April 14.

Asgar Ali, 65, said that on
April 14 the government sur-
veyor came and demarcated the
land for them. But the jotdars’
men uprooted the pillars in
presence of the surveyors, "As
soon as some of us tried to raise
a small divider on a part of the
land, people with bamboo
sticks and machetes started to
beat us up,” Asgar said.

Kachmoti's son, Shamsul,
22, said that the hoodlums
kicked and hit his mother and
others with sticks indiscrimi-
nately as they entered the vil-
lage. He sald that following the
attack, the whole village was

surrounded by armed men for
three days, preventing the in-
jured people even from going Lo
105pital,

"We had to smuggle the in-

jured people to Shagatha at

night where my mother suc-
cumbed to her injuries.,” said
Shamsul. Villagers said that
the leader of the attackers was
one Azizul Haque, a former stu-
dent of Jagganath College in
Dhaka.

Workers of a local NGO, Niz-
era Kori, who had extended
their development activities to

cover the people of Shapla
Shalu r-.;n'nli that they had
brought the matter to the notice
of the local administration, but

without any result whatsoever.

A grocery shopowner near
Sha t’t Shalu, Mohammad
Altal Hossain, said that since
April 14 he had single-hand-
edly supplied rice and other
[lairy necessities to the besieged

ople on credit. Villagers ac-
Efmwh-dgﬂl Hossain's help and
said without his support many
children would have starved to
death.

A farmer who was seen

working on the disputed land
nearby said that they had been
cultivating the land lor too long
to leave it for the landless.

Shaghata's OC Mirza Mo-
hammad Shahjahan said he
had visited the area twice —
once on the day of the murder
and later with the ASP. He said
that he was trying to catch the
18 people accused in the case.

But the TNO, based in
Bonarpara, and the head of the
thana land administration,
could not justify as to why the

roblem remained unresolved
or so long. TNO Abdur Rab who
never visited the besieged vil-
lage sald he had no report of
any siege in Shapla Shalu. "Fol-
lowing the murder, | instructed
police to take action and asked
the surveyor to survey the land
and demarcate it," Rab said.

When asked what steps he
had taken to solve the long out-
standing problem he replied
that he was busy with the ongo-
ing SSC examination. "Once the
exams are over, | assure you we
will try to solve the problem.”
he told this correspondent.

n brought to the surface the
social malise that inhibits the
society.

He said dish antennas and
satellite television has a bad in-
fluence on the environment and
it had a cascading effect which
often encouraged criminal ac-
Livities.

Nahar Kabir, a Dhanmondi
resident, said she and her
neighbours were perturbed that
innocent girls are being vic-
timised. "There should be more
serious efforts to identify and
round-up criminals by the law
enforcing authorities.”

She also su ted that there
should be a system through
which all domestic helps could
be cleared and registered with
the police before being em-

1 ;
; eanwhile, Hasna Moudud
of the 'Platform for Violence
Against Women' informed that
it plans to se regular ral-
lies to raise social awareness to

revent recurrence of such
Eeinuus acts as the killing of
Shazneen and repression on
women and children.

The rally that was brought
out on Saturday by students and
teachers of several city schools
had a tremendous impact in
generating a sense of solidarity
to build up social resistance
afa.l.nut such heinous acts, some
of the participants informed.

The rally was also partici-
pated by Selina Kaleque, Presi-
dent, and Munira Khan Secre-
tary General of Bangladesh
Federation of University
Women, Rehana Ashraf, Presi-
dent, Women's Volun Asso-
ciation, Zakia Doha, Vice Pres-
ident of SAARC Women's Asso-
ciation, besides several Ro-
taract volunteers.

Rule on Speaker
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letters with regard to the seats
of Md Hasibur Rahman Swapan
and Dr Md Alauddin requested
the Speaker to make necessary
arrangement to publish a noti-
fication in the Bangladesh
Gazette to the effect that their
seats in their respective con-
stituencies have fallen vacant,
as they crossed the floor.

It was stated in the writ peti-
tion that on March 19 and April
petitioners along
with some other BNP MPs re-

uested the Speaker to refer the
3isput: to the Election Com-
mission.

On April 21, the Speaker by a
ruling in Parliament declared
that the seat of Md Hasibur
Rahman Swapan and Dr
Alauddin had not fallen vacant
since they had neither resigned
from BNP nor they had voted in
the parliament against their
party.

It was argued in the writ peti-
tion that I:gr joining the gov-
ernment and taking seats in the
Treasury Bench the two MPs
crossed the floor and according
to Article 70 of the Constitution
their seats became vacant.

Attorney General KS Nabi,
opposing the writ petition,
submitted that the writ petition
is not maintainable as the peti-
tioners as representatives of
BNP cannot be aggrieved per-
SOnSs.

He further argued that no
writ petition is maintainable
against the Speaker as he is not
functioning in connection with
the service of the Republic or
my local authority.

“Court cannot interfere with
the internal proceedings of the
Parliament,” the Attorney Gen-
eral opined.

He further submitted, "The
court is not the appellate au-
thority of the Speaker of the
Parliament."

Pak HC
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dependent observers.

He was further told that if
Pakistani authorities ques-
tioned these figures, they can
disclose the figures which they
consider "historically accu-
rate," the sources said.

The Pakistani official had
drawn the attention of Rahim
to some of the materials pub-
lished in many countries on the
occasion of the Independence
and National Day of
Bangladesh on March 26, 1998,
The articles in the supplement
spoke of untold sufferings of the
people in winning the libera-
tion.

The sources said that it was
mentioned to the Pakistani
diplomat here that the Libera-
tion War touched the lives of
almost all the Bangladeshis
and it was a part of our glorious
history. The atrocities inflicted
on the Bangladeshis in 1971
were unprecedented in modern
times, it was also mentioned.

The Pakistani authorities
were called upon to show re-
spect and honour the sensitivi-
ties of their Bangladeshi
brethren, the sources said.

Referring to Pakistan's ob-
servation that continued "anti-
Pakistan propaganda” would
adversely affect the relations
between the two countries, the
Acting High Commissioner was
told that if recalling the glori-
ous Liberation War and paying
homage to the millions who

ave their lives affected our bi-
ateral relations, then
Bangladesh was 'helpless. _

#e Foreign Ministry offi-
clal also noted that it was sur-
prising that paying homage and
recalling history should be
considered as a propaganda
against Pakistan, the sources
added.

The participants stressed
upon the need to ban cable and
satellite television and urged
parents to restrict their chil-
dren to viewing only educa-
tional channels on TV.

They also strongly felt that
Bangladesh Television should
censor its drama programmes
and nge scenes of violence,
crime and indecent social be-
haviour.

Uncontrolled viewing of lo-
cal and foreign television were
leading to increasing incidents
iqf violence, the participants
elt.

Our Chandpur Correspon-
dent reports that the officials,
workers and union leaders of W
Rahman Jute Mills condoled
the sad demise of Shazneen
Tasnim Rahman, daughter of
industrialist Latifur hman
and Managin%! Director of W
Rahman Jute Mills.

A condolence meeting and
milad mahfil was held at the
jute mills on April 25. The
meeting condoled the tragic
death of Shazneen and de-
manded exemplary punishment
of the killers.

Nari Samaj
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inscription saying "We will not
tolerate a single more incident
of repression on women and
children”.

The participants in protest
meeting expressed their deep
concern over the increasing in-
cidents of rape, murder and tor-
ture on women and children
and called upon all to help pro-
tect fundamental rights of every
human :

Shireen Akhtar of Nari
Samaj said that insecurity was
now prevailing both inside and
outside the homes. "Children as
well as 60-year-olds are not safe
from the perpetrators,” she
said.

The protesters said when-
ever there is such an incident,
the Home Minister rushes to see
the victim. But he is not playing
any significant role in ensuring
exemplary punishment to the
culprits. Therefore, crimes
against children and women
were on the increase, they said.

The demonstrators called
upon every citizen of the coun-
try to come forward and organ-
ise resistance against repres-
sion on women and children in
every locality.

"It is not the sole responsi-
bility of women to protest such
incidents. Men and women
should unite to fight it, said
Natasha Ahmed.

The rally was attended by,
among others, Sheema Das
Shimu, Rokeya Begum, Nan-
dita, Shahana, Lutfa, Shab-
nam, Rahima Akhtar, Parvin
Akhtar, Baby, Tahmina Begum
and Kushum Ahmed.

CU halls
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another Shibir supporter
Muhammad Yusuf from Amanat
Shah Hall while Ripon Haider
and Shah Alam from Alaul Hall.

Some 700 policemen simul-
taneously cordoned off Shah
Jalal, Amanat, Abdur Rab,
Suhrawardy, Alaul and F Rah-
man halls at about 3:30 am and
later informed the Proctor.

The raid was made against
the backdrop of the stalemate
at the university that followed
last Tuesday's clashes between
activists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League and Chhatra Shibir that
left over 30 persons injured.

Classes resumed today but
few classes were held due to
poor attendance, campus
sources said. Classes were sus-
pended on Wednesday.

However, university authori-
ties have initiated separate
talks with the leaders of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
and Islami Chhatra Shibir to
break the stalemate on the
campus. The authorities held
inconclusive talks with BCL and
Shibir yesterday, the sources
said.

Meanwhile, a city-bound
shuttle train from the university
came under bomb attack at
Sholoshahar station this
evening, having a guard of the
train injured, police said.

Some cocktails were hurled
at the train when it entered the
station, police said adding that
it was sequel to the campus
violence.

BNP calls hartal
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Sangsad office, Prof Chowd-
hury also "strongly condemned”
the Treasury Bench and the
Speaker for "not allowing his
party lawmakers to speak on
the notices they submitted on
the CHT bills.

An announcement by the
Seven-Party Alliance last night
said the hartal was called for
"protection of the Constitution
and the integrity and
sovereignty of the State, cancel-
lation of the CHT agreement
and to protest denial of the Op-
position's right to speak in the
parliament.”

The Seven-Party meeting
also decided to organise
demonstrations today and
bring out torch processions to-
morrow throughout the country
in support of the hartal.

A resolution adopted at the
meeting blamed the govern-
ment for trying to give legal
cover to the "black”™ CHT accord
and said it has no right to stay
in power after "nakedly refus-
ing" the opposition lawmakers
to speak in the House.



