DHAKA MONDAY, MAY 4, 1998

=FOCUS

—

‘Lament of a Parent

on Loss of a Child

by M M Rezaul Karim

ship sails and I stand,

watching till she fades on

he horizon and someone
at my side says, "She is gone.”
Gone where? Gone from my
sight, that is all: she is just as
large as when | saw her. The
diminished size and the total
loss of sight is in me, not in her.
And just at the moment
someone at my side says "She is
gone.” There are others who are
watching her coming, and other
voices take up a glad shout,
“There she comes!” And that is

d :

yi'r[l‘ﬁﬂ above quotes were from
Bishop Brent on "What is Dying’
and ligure out prominently
among the finest pieces one can
come across on the subject.
There are still other equally no-
table sayings. Yet, no amount of

., logic and prayers can
Rl the

unfathorned vacuum
created in the heart of a parent
on the loss of his or her child. It
is an inexplicable, excruciating,
lingering pain excerberated by
the sudden and unacceptable
thought that the dear one will
never be seen or heard again.
Latifur Rahman and his gra-
cious wife will never get another
hug or a sweet call. Papa or
Mama, from their little
Shazneen again.
The esugs 1t;'nuniller ni; a
1 - a ter of a
Eiﬂgmtegﬁiallt: auI%d indus-
trialist last week in Gulshan
covered the entire society with
shuckin% grief, a sense of
hushed fear and a maltter of

deep concern for all. The num-
ber of callers to show sympathy
and extend condolences to the
heartbroken
precedented.
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all walks of life, from all strata
of the society and, indeed, from
manifold organisations and
institutions many of which had
no or the remotest connection
with the deceased and her fam-
ily. Such was the widespread
and spontaneous impact of this
horrid crime on the society.

Why was it so? Is it due to the
macabre nature of the crime;
the hitherto unknown sense of
insecurity in the upper class of
the society; sudden rise in the
highest degree of crimes like
murder, rape, kidnapping etc.:
failure of the law enforcing
agencies to accord protection to
citizens, especially women and
children or the deep and press-
ing concern of many to prevent
recurrence of such heinous
crimes? The answer is not one
but a combination of all these
factors. Prevention is. no doubt,
better than remedy. Sterner
measures are, therefore, called
for and all, irrespective of dif-
ferent shadés of public opinion
and political leanings. must
endorse and promote these
measures.

A final word for one sufferer
from another. Only one who
has been subjected to a similar
situation can only comprehend
and share, though not fully, the
real intensity and depth of the
grief. Having lost my grown up
son under tragic circumstances
in London last year, I can only
say that my wife and | can share
Rahman's grief but we can give
them no solace. The one who is
lost is lost for ever. Yet, yearn-
ing for the bygone persists, de-
feating all canons of logic and
circumspection.a

LIn

Do you hear the children weeping, O my brothers

Ere the sorrow comes with years?

'Ihec;.; are leaning their ggung heads against their mothers
And t

hat cannot stop t

ir tears.

The young lambs are bleating in the meadows.
The young birds are chirping in the nest,

The young fawwns are playing with the shadouws,
The younyg flowers are blowing toward the west -

But the young, young children, O my brothers

They are weeping bitterly!
They are weepi
In the country of the free,

The Cry of the Children
Elizabeth Barrett Browning
1806-1861

in the playtime of the others

look. quietly, into the eyes of
Ithe children. Startled chil-

dren. Tearful children. Ang-
ry. restless, confused children.
Scared children. Brave chil-
dren. Girls and boys, teenagers,
adolescents, young adults —
there are so many children; so
many children in our lives this
week.

Everywhere there is a child
who might have been Shazneen.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,
a Hvel{r. talented teenager
whose life on this earth had
barely begun, was murdered 11
days ago. She was brutally cut
down in the privacy and protec-
tion of her own home, in her
own bedroom, while under the
same roof her family was hav-
ing dinner with a small group of
friends. -

As we read about the tragedy
and no doubt, absorb not a
small portion of the sensation-
alism that has accompanied
even mainstream media reports
of the heinous crime, a gamut of
emotions rages within us,
among us.

There is primarily and for
many, predominantly, a sense
of horror. You cannot get away
from the evil inherent in the
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World Press Freedom Day observed

'Govt doesn't want to
control newspapers'

ti‘:’Stattt: i'lhl:uustcr for Infuerrr:lla*
n Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
made it clear that the present
government does not want to
control the newspapers and

ournalism in anyway, reports

“The government believes in
transparency and accountabil-
ity in democr and freedom
of expression in the age of in-
formation, Prof Sayeed said
while addressing as the chief
guest a symposium held to ob-
serve the World Press Freedom
Day at CIRDAP auditorium in
the city.

The posium was jointl
m by UNESCO, the U

tion Centre (UNIC) and
the News Network, a news-fea-
ture agency of Bangladesh. It
was also addressed, oth-
ers, by information officer of
UNIC — Kazi Ali Reza, Moham-
mad Jahangir and Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists
(BFUJ) president Igbal Sebhan
Chowdhury. UNESCO represen-
tative in adesh Dr Ansar
Ali Khan presided.

Prof Sayeed said, "the Press
Freedom is very important. It
relates to exercise of freedom
with objectivity and responsi-
bility. But in practice in most
cases it is not properly followed

in the newspapers.”

Referring to the dissolution
of the Times-Bangla Trust, run
by the government, Prof Sayeed
said the present government
had fulfilled its election pledge
which was also a public demand
for long. He refuted the allega-
tion about the distribution pol-
icy of the government adver-
tisements for the newspapers,
and said, the government ad-
vertisements do not depend on
newspaper's circulation.

He said the an:rnment is
cominitied to allowing private
radio and television. e pro-
cess has already started, he said
adding tender has already been

floated for private radio and the
tender for private television

will be floated this month.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Press Institute (PIB) organised a
discussion meeting in the city
%';sterday marking World Press

eedom Day.

The meeting was addressed,
among others, by Director Gen-
eral of PIB Dr Sheikh Abdus
Salam, Professor of the De-

artment of Journalism of
haka University Dr Sakhawat
Ali Khan, S correspondent
of Bangladesh Sangbad San-
gstha Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhu
and News Editor of Daini
Ea?gbad Humayun Kabir Bul-
ul,

BCIC Tender
Notice

Ry 1 %19 FrRRE Trom waifer a9

Managing Director, Chhatak Cement Co. Ltd, Chhatak,
Sunamganj invites sealed quotations for supply of Lab.
Instrument & Lab. Glass ware, Tender No. PUR/B/RT
(1)/196/97-98. Tender will be opened on 25-5-98 at 3-00 PM
at Purchase Division, BCIC Head Office, Dhaka & Purchase
Section, Chhatak Cement Co. Ltd. Tender documents will be
available against cash payment of Tk. 400/- only (Non-
refundable) from 1) BCIC Head Office, 30-31, Dilkusha
C/A, Dhaka, 2) BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad, C/A,
Chittagong & 3) Chhatak Cement Co. Ltd, Chhatak. No
tender document will be sold on opening day.

BCIC 311-26/4/98
DFP-9218-27/4/98
G-918

For Managing Director

by Jim Davis

murder of Shazneen or, indeed,
in the murder of any defense-
less child. To take up a sharp
weapon, to attack an innocent
child with it, to cut her down,
ignore her cries, to hurt, maim,
estroy and extinguish - all
these are possible only in the
presence of manifest evil. |
don't know about you. but ]
shudder — I cannot help myself
— as | contemplate the evil per-
sonified in the incident.

But the contemplation of
evil personified is not the only
challenge for me. As | look at
her photograph, at the smiling
Shazneen, | realise what many
others might have already re-
alised before me. | realise what
many young girls and boys have
already been grappling with
before me.

Shazneen was murdered in-
side her own home.

Memory (;-f— Shaz——;l_een
EREEEEE N

-Almas Zakiuddin ; -'

[t doesn’t matter that it is big
or small, permanent or tempo-
rary, broken or sturdy. Your
home is your home. Your own
home. your own space. your
own abode - there is somethin
special aboul the space you ca
your own. It is special because it
is here. of all places, that you
expect to be safe. It is here, of all
places. that you 't to be pro-
tected. It is here, of all places,
that you expect to be at peace.

That is why, when [ look
into the eyes of the children
this week, I can see so much
that challenges me.

[s this the world you are
leaving behind for us, they ask
me. Is this the world you have
created for us, they ask me. Is
this the life you want us to lead,
the protection you profess to
give us. the bounties you
promise to bestow on us? Is this
the future you have promised
us?

And |1 have no answer.

But do you know something,
the greater challenge is yet to
come. Although I do not know
the answer and [ cannot explain
to the children what has gone
wrong, 1 know | must find one.

We must all find the answer.

We must all make sure not
only that Shazneen's killers are
found, but also that she has not
been killed in vain. And to this
end, we must force ourselves to
contemplate and focus on areas
that are not easy to deal with,
are not without controversy
and not always clearly defined.

You see, even as we contem-
plate the horror of Shazneen's
murder, even as we lament and
mourn her untimely and cruel
death, even as we contemplate
the implications of a world in
which our children are no
longer safe within their own
homes, we also know for sure
that we must go on. Life must -
and does - go on.

It is so easy, therefore, to
condole Shazneen's death and
move on. It is easy to tell our-
selves this will never happen to
us. It is easy to believe that if we
lock our doors with bigger locks
and erect higher walls around
our homes and guard our daugh-
ters and our sons with greater
vigilance - if we do all this, no
harm will come to us or to
them.

The real challenge is to con-
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[ront reality.

Reality Number One is the
realisation that public protec-
tion is a myth in Bangladesh.
There is law, but poor law en-
forcement. There is punish-
ment, but the real culprits are
hardly punished. There is ac-
countability, but no one guilty
is ever held accountable. Our
system is permeated by graft,
inefficlency and a lack of
commitment to morality and
truth on such an insidious and
entrenched scale, that it is now
virtually impossible to believe
in the system at all.

Reality Number Two is the
knowledge that Reality Number
One exists. In other words, no
one believes in the existence of
public justice.

Given these two realities, it
is not surprising that criminal
acts have gone unpunished and,
violence against women and
children has increased alarm-
ingly. It is not surprising at all,
either, that most people believe
that no matter how hard we
might try. in the end killers
will escape, violence against
women will continue, the guilty
will not be punished, the inno-
cent will not be protected.

S0 how can we make a dif-
ference. Can we make a differ-
ence? Can we create a new real-
ity?

My answer to this comes
from the example | have seen
before me this last week in the
family of Shazneen. They have
been wounded, dealt a mortal

blow no less, and tested beyond
endurance. But they have c

beyond belief. Indeed, they have
belief. The

coped with amazing
Almighty gives strength to

those who need it most, they
say. [ believe this to be true.

| also believe that if ever we
have to look for inspiration, we
must look to those who have
endured, suffered and have con-
tinued to believe.

Shazneen's family is not
alone: there are countless oth-
ers in this country, families of
victims, ordinary people who
care, thousands wﬁn ave felt
the need to cry out and protest,
to change, to make this a better
glacc for us and for our chil-

ren,

Let us speak out, all of us.

I don't know about you, but
Shazneen's murder has brought
home to me the stark reality of
how unprotected we really are
(in Bangladesh). It has made
me, personally, realise how
fragile a hold we have on our
own birthright in this land.

Most of all, it has made me
realise the need to fight back.

We must t back in different
ways, but t back we must.
We must m ourselves — and

our daughters, especially —
strong. We must se . We
must challenge injustice. We
must work together to reform
society every which way we can.

For Shazneen, her bereaved
family and for the future
Shazneens in our country — we
must never give up.

OR child lifters, child mo-
F‘lesters and rapists

Bangladesh is simply a
paradise! Here children —
unguarded and unprotected —
are found everywhere. You
don’t have to search them out,
they are there right before you.
All you need is the loathsome
desire and you can get them
without any pains. So is the sad
story of the children of our
country — a free country. But
alas, they are not free from the
fear of the assailants who are
lurking there to grab them at
the slightest opportunity.

These poor children are not
free any more to earn their
livelihood honestly by working
on the streets under harsh cir-
cumstances. As Lhey are being
picked up and smuggled out of
the country, across another
country, to reach their place of
work as a camel jockey — what
a weird work! Wonder why kids
[rom the countries they cross
are not taken to the Middle
East. Why is it only our children
who are? What is the mystery
behind it?

The children can now no
nl';nre!gn out and play freely in
the play- S . as ir ear-
H:r'pén:’;r im?‘qdiﬂﬂg%:ﬂully
and happily. They cannot walk
down to their schools or to their
friends’ house, on their own.
For the danger of their being
kidnap for ransom or to be
ra is getti comimoner
ﬂﬁgctht pagssagnég of each day.
Parents are always in fear of
such a edy to occur. There-
fore they restrict the normal

Metropolitan

‘Les Miserable’ of Bangladesh

by Dr Sabrina Q Rashid

movements of their children.
This is not healthy but can't be
helped, in the given circum-
stances.

Pnurﬁrls are the worst suf-
ferers. The way the number of
rapists is increasing in the so-
ciety. they feel unsafe every
moment and every hour when
they are out of their houses.
Strangely enough, they are not
even safe inside their own
house these days! For, inci-
dences have been reported
where they have been raped,
murdered or thrown acid upon,
inside their very own abodes!
How frightening indeed.

Rape of school and college
girls is not at all limited to the
cases reported to police or the
ones we see in the dailies. In-
numerable girls when subjected
to this inhuman humility are
too ashamed or horror-stricken
even to relate it to their dear
ones. let alone the police.

Once a student of Chittagong
:]Jnl:ilverslt nh?sh:'lﬂnt to me to

nd out egnant..
She had been gmgrﬂgtg?l? couple
e

of months before. had

missed the university bus,
busy in the !?Era¥y. mbeﬁ‘ﬂg
started for home in a rickshaw,
with a male class friend of hers.
Chittagong university being far
from town, they had a long way
to travel. Suddenly a %ang of
shaw,

men attacked their ric

£

i
i

Sheikh Hasina presiding over a meeting of the Awami League Parliamentary Party (ALPP)

at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.

— PID photo

tied up her friend and raped her
in the road-side paddy field.
For weeks after that she was
absolutely mute, she could not
talk — the shock had devastated
her so. Slowly she started talk-
ing but very less. After getting
some inkling about the reason
behind this. her parents
brought her to Dhaka for
treatment. But treatment is a
very slow and unpredictable
rocess in such cases of psycho-
ogical trauma. What a catas-
trophe for the whole family!
Couple of days back another
teenage patient was all tears
when narrating how she had
been raped by a middle aged
man in a coaching centre, in

Dhaka. She and her friend did

not-know that the centre was
closed that day. So when they
reached the place unaware, they
were caught. She was tied to the
bench and raped, while her
friend was locked in the next
room.

Since that' day she never

came out of her house or uttered
a word about it to any soul — so

filled with shame and agony
she was. When after five
months she realised that some-
thing was dreadfully wrong
with her, she told her sister-in-
law and was finally brought to
the doctor. But ft was now too
late for abortion. Any attempt
now of getting rid of the foetus

Workshop on
CPR begins

Speakers at a workshop in
the city yesterday said treat-
ment of heart attack patients
with proper cardio-pulmona

' resuscitation [CPR) can result

in ﬂi%per cent success, re-
ports :

They said this in the opening
session of a four-day training
workshop for trainers on 'car-
dio-pulmonary resuscitation
{CFlg*' organised by Centre for
Medical Education and De-

artment of Anesthesiology,

haka Medical College (DMC),
and sponsored by Further Im-
{Jrnvement of Medical College
FIMC).

Presided by Prof ABM Ah-
sanullah, Principal of DMC, the
session was addressed by Prof
Nurul Anwar, Director General
of Health Services, Prof Shah
Monir Hossain, Director of
Medical Education, and Prof M
Haque, Director, Centre for
Medical Education, Dr
Khalilur Rahman of the De-
partment of Anesthesiology,
DMC, presented the keynote pa-

per

i Pﬁ'of Khalilur iﬁl&né%rﬁ.i in
5 ote paper sa
Ilfe-s;vlmng rocess. "If the func-
tioning of a patient's heart
ceases, the patient may survive
if he is treated with CPR within
two to three minutes,”" he said.
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Canada keen to invest -

in Bangladesh

CHITTAGONG, May 3:
Canada is considering to invest

. in Bangladesh especially in the

fields of power, . software in-
frastmcfﬁﬂ'e .emgﬂ.B -based in-
dustry as an excellent invest-
ment opportunity is existing in
B esh, reports BSS.
is was disclosed by Cana-

dian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Nicholas HR
Etheridge while exchangin
views with the members o
Chittagong Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (CCCI) at
the chamber house here today, a
chamber press release said.

The Canadian High Com-
missioner said Bangladesh is
the highest recipient cuuntr{- of
Canadian grants during the last
five years and as such it wants
to Improve socio-economic
condition of Bangladesh
through small industries.

Etheridge said Canada has

been assisting Bangladesh
Railway through investment to
the tune of 250 million US dol-

lars during the last three
decades, besides, "Canada is
keen to provide competent ex-
Berﬁﬂe in exploration of gdas in
angladesh, the high commis-
sloner further said.
Earlier, chamber president

Kamaluddin Ahmed welcomed
the high commissioner and
briefed him on the investment
opportunity offered by the pre-
sent government and urged the
high commissioner to extend
his cooperation for expansion

of the volume of trade and in-

vestment between the two
friendly countries, the press re-
lease said.

Kamaluddin referred that a
Korean Export Processing Zone
and an exclusive industrial
zone of Japan will be estab-
lished in Chittagong and re-
quested the High Commissioner
to come forward for investing
in various prospective sectors
in Bangladesh.

Reciprocating the senti-
ments, Etheridge proposed for
holding a seminar in Canada to
highlight the prospects of trade
and investment in Bangladesh,
the press release said.

ferring to the economic
crises, that persists in South
East Asia, Etheridge observed
that Bangladesh will have to
compete with these countries
and expressed the hope that
Bangladesh would economi-
cally become a "Bengal Tiger" in'
this region.

R _nett

and saving her from bad name
and rﬂmtatjﬂn. would be quite
difficult and risky.
So girls and women of all
age, married or unmarried,
when victimised as such,
should report to the doctor
without delay — to a lady doctor,
if they prefer so. For she is the
only person who can help them
then. If they do not feel like
going to the police, or their
uardians or friends — okay,
ut please do go to the doctor at

y least, secreatly if you want to.
- At least the doctor can help

them to get rid of this ‘shame’
that is growing inside, timely
and effectively. So that in addi-
tion to the mental and physical
trauma, they don’t have to face
the distress of a child of shame
thriving inside them.

People may not even believe
that they have been ra and
start pointing their fingers at
them, tarnishing their reputa-
tion forever. What more torture
their can be for an innocent
girl? During the Liberation War
our women wete raped,. but were
our children? Now this our own
counrtymen are doing without
any fear or remorse. How
shameful indeed. We have asked
Pakistan army to apologise for
their heinous acts, but who is
going to apologise for the pre-
sent-day rape of women and
mere children? Now we are at a

" murdered his

loss as to whom shall we ask to
apologise? Our own country-
men!

The rape and
der of a teenage girl inside her
own well-guarded home leaves
us all aghast with fear, disgust
and uncertainty. Whom can we
trust these days? Nobody seemns
to be worth it. A decade or so
ago, there was something very
important in the employees and
that was loyalty. Nowadays
this important quality seems to
be lost forever. Anybody can
stab you on your back for his
owTl interest.

€50Ine Mmur-

As we read how brutally the
innocent girl was violated and
murdered repeated stabs, icy

fingers of fear frippcd our
hearts. This could bk=ve hap-
pened in any household, to any
girl or women. in any of
our country. It makes us feel
sick. Can a man’'s lust drive
him to such madness that he
could stab an innocent girl
more than 30 times. only to sat-
igy his wanton lust. The bru-
tality is nothing short of ani-
malish.
ese days you cannot even
;:iust yuurl own relatives le
one employees! 'K nephew
P*'?e:iﬁﬁt in' Dhaka.
his niece whén!
his wife had gone to the village
— then brought her to the doctor
to see if she had got pregnant or
not, and she had.

The reason for all this
degradation in society is noth-
ing but lack of punishment,
Anybody can commit any crime
and go scot-free. So why not?

Am uncle ra

Kibria returns from ADB meet

Dhaka concerned at unregulated

movement of short-term capital 1

Finance Ministers partici-
pating in the 3lst annual
meeting of the Board of Gover-
nors of the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) in Geneva expressed
concern over the unregulated
movement of short-term
capital and its impact on the
economy of the developing
countries.

This was stated by Finance
Minister Shah A M S Kibria
while talking to BSS at the air-
port on his return from Geneva
after attending the four-day
long meeting of the ADB held
tlhere between April 27 and May

Describing the meeting as
important in the background of

BCU asks govt to
aid ailing Zuenko

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU) yesterday urged the gov-
ernment to provide financial
assistance to former Soviet
naval officer S P Zuenko for his
treatment as he was a trusted
friend of Bangladesh in the
Bgast-libcraliun period, reports

Rear Admiral Zuenko ac-
tively participated in the mine
clearing operation and removal
of war-damaged ships at the
Chittagong Port during 1972-74
as the chief of the naval team of
the then Soviet Union,

Rear Admiral Zuenko re-
cently apﬁealed to the
Banglades government

through the Russian Embassy.

Leo Burnett
co awarded

Leo Burnett company domi-
nated the 17th annual Maga-
zine publishers of America
Kelly Awards this year taking
home the $100,000 top prize for
the magazine ad campaign for
Callard & Bowser-Suchard Al-
toids, "The Curiously Strong
Minst,” says a press release.

Burnett was selected for the
"General Excellence" award by a
gdgmg panel of 19 top Creative

irectors from the nations
leading Advertising Agencies,

Burnett also awarded the
"Best at Meeting Cam Ob-
jectives” for its Altoids work,
which was one of only three
other awards presented. In

adesh Bitopi is the Bur-

cy.

current Asian financial crisis,
Kibria said most of the coun-
tries wanted the assurance that
recovery would be speedg' and
growth which was now halted
in these countries would resume
within a year or two.

The minister said the stable
macro-economic situation in
Bangladesh, including steady
growth of GDP with low infla-

tion rate. was highly appreci-
ated by the participating fi-
nance ministers and .ADB

President Mitsuo Sato. :

He said the ADB president
had accepted an invitation to
visit Bangladesh to attend the
inauguration ceremony of
Bangabandhu bridge over the
river Jamuna, scheduled to be
held in June. The ADB president
during a meeting with Kibria
assured that the level of as-
sistance by the bank to
Bangladesh would be main-
tained.

The finance minister said
the Indian Finance Minister
Yashwant Sinha had responded
positively to his request for a
state credit of 200 crore Indian

rupees during a bilateral meet-

ing held between them in
Geneva.

He said he had also raised
the question of rem non-
tarift barriers with the Indian
Finance Minister which are
impedin expansion of
Bangladesh exports to India. He
said Sinha had assured him
that the matter would be looked
into.

Kibria had a bilateral meet-
ing with Pakistan Finance
Minister and discussed with
him the forthcoming SAARC
finance ministers conference.
Besides, he had discussions on
bilateral issues with finance
ministers of Indonesia, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Bhutan and other
countries.

He met with the Director
General of Swiss Development
Corporation and was assured of
the continuation of Swiss assis-

tance to Bangladesh.
He also ed an agreement
with Nordic opment Fund

in Geneva which, the finance
minister said, had opened up
prospects of additional eco-
nomic assistance from the
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