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Unaltered Poverty Scene

Something must be wrong with our poverty alle-
viation programmes. Otherwise why the overall
overty situation has remained unchangeq? The
atest survey conducted by the government's Bu-
reau of Statistics reveals that the hiatus in the

economic status between the rich and the poor has
increased greatly. Based on the CBN or the Cost of
Basic Needs method, the survey has found out that
the monthly average income of five per cent of the
richest members of the society has jumped to Taka
20. 615 in 1995-96 from 12, 545 in 1991-92 record-
ing a rise of 8,070 in the monthly mean income.
Wﬁereas the monthly mean income of five Lger cent
of the poorest in the society has risen in the same
time-frame from Taka 687 to Taka 774. The in-
crease is a ridiculously paltry Taka 87.

Findings in other areas confirm this pattern.
The monthly income per head in the village which
stood at Taka 581 in 1991-92 made little progress
in 1995-96 to show a figure of Taka 697 while the
same index for a townsman travelled from Taka
905 to Taka 1504.

The only positive aspect, if any at all, is the re-
duction in Lﬂe number of obolary population. The
percentage of the poorest ( reckoned on the basis of
the daily calorie intake which is less than 1600) in
the rural areas has gone down. From 18.3 per cent
' in 1991-92 it has decreased to 14 per cent. Thanks
to the advent of micro-credit and the spurt it gave
to the concept of self-employment in the village.
However, there has been no change in the number
of urban poorest with the figure standing static at
18 per cent after the quadrennial survey. The pic-
ture is same in the case of those of the poor whose
calorie intake is more than 1600 but less than
1805. There also the rural population appears to be
better off than their urban munterﬁarts. The per-
centage of extreme in the villages has gone down
from 28.3 to 24.6. But the same measure for the
people bracketed in the same category in urban ar-
eas gone up from 26.3 to 27. 3 per cent.

The message is clear: urban poverty is on the
rise. This explains why the number of people living
below the poverty line has not recorded any de-
crease. From 1991-92 to 95-96 it stood still at 47
I per cent. What little progress has been made in ru-
ral areas is nullified by the plummeting poverty
index in town. This is a bad sign for a developing
nation like us. Progress can be tardy but it cannot
come to a grinding halt. This shows we need to re-
focus our development thrust. Would our policy-
makers and politicians read the writing on the wall?

How Far Shibir Can Go

The Chittagong University campus is in Fate-
habad, about 25 kilometres from the city. Students
travel there by the Nazirhat shuttle or by bus,
Shibir, that SS type wing of the Jamaat, shocked
the entire nation Ey removing the fishplates from
the railway tracks of that shuttle. But that failed to
stop the train. So on Saturday night they pumped
bursts of bullets into the train waiting . at
Sholashahar fo depart for CU campus. Each com-
partment of the train was then boarded and at least
10 officers and employees of CU were physically
assaulted. Earlier in the day they had burnt a uni-
versity bus in the city and four employees were
hurt there in the Nandankanon area.

All this pales before the bomb attack in the
evening on the CU Vice-Chancellor's residence in
the city with the VC inside it. The viciousness of
the present spell of violence has hit an all-time
high even for the Shibir, which has been notorious
for horrible acts of cruelty over all of its existence.

The immediate cause of the Shibir rampage is
their forced retreat from the CU campus under

ressure from BCL which got into a fray with the
ormer on April 26 over a trifle. This was unaccell:_:t-
able to Shibir who held sway over the campus for
more than a decade.

Both BCL and JCD are no match for Shibir. That
has been proved time and again in the Rajshahi
campus as well as in CU. For too many years RU
and CU have lived in the shadow of unremitting
Shibir terror. RU has lately come out of it very suc-
cessfully and is currently enjoying a rare and wel-
come spell of academic life as it should be. CU must
follow the example, as far as possible.

Why cannot Shibir be disciplined? How long
will campus murderers and assorted criminals
remain immune to laws of the land? Why should
the CU authorities sit again with the Shibir? The
answer is simple but the solution difficult and dis-
tant. The BCL also has its armed cadres, as crimi-
nally prone as the goons in the opposite phal-
langes. With them active and difficult to rein in,
the government can hardly be harsh on those other
criminal cadres. This is true in spite of the recent
bold stands taken by the Prime Minister on cam-

us terrorism. She is wrong to think unilateral

iquidation of student cadres will not help. It will,
because that will empower the %nvernment, both’

morally and legelly, to effectively eliminate stu-
dent terrorism. Through sheer force, if necessary.
The nation will cheer her for that and remember
the good work for years.

Thought Provoking

What material difference press freedom can
make to economic management has been
poignantly revealed in a worldwide survey carried
out by Freedom House based in Washington.
Leonard Sussman, the author of the report, has
reached a conclusion that news media restrictions
contributed to the recent Asian financial crisis.

It had a telling effect on economic management
in several East and Southeast Asian countries. On
| one level 'pervasive and institutionalised press
controls’ bred corruption, cronyism and bad eco-
nomic policies and on another level the people in
those countries remained in the dark about a de-
veloping crisis and were caught entirely unpre-
pared when it descended on them.

The fiction of halcyon days continuing it got the
better of factual rtal)l,ty. The result was a disaster
beyond at]nr-::iinralri:'l repair.

Stretching the point the study adds that in
weathering the crisis also it is the countries in the
'free press' category — such as Japan and the
Philippines — which fared better than Malaysia
and Indonesia in the 'not free' category that actu-
| ally suffered the most.

In Bangladesh the press has been highly articu-
late and courageous in publishing investigative re-
ports on financial corruption and extortionist
thuggery of abominable kinds. Yet corrective and

positive measures are hard to come by. Why? Be-
‘ cabgse we cannot muster political will to bring these
about.

i

Cold War, Fukuyama's

end-of-histor and
Huntington's clash-of-
civilisation took the academic
world almost by storm. Once
their intensity has subsided the
new great intellectual debate
seems to have been built up
around a growing challenge to
the putative indispensability of
western model for the
mankind's civilisational
progress. It has gained momen-
tum in the recent years when
the leaders as well as opinion
makers of the world's new pros-
perity zone in East Asia as-
serted their own 'way’ as an al-
ternative paradigm for the
progress and prosperity in their
region.

Its proponents contend that
East Asia's political and eco-
nomic rise is the product of re-
gionally distinctive Asian cul-
tural traits and not the bor-
rowed ideals from the West.
They have apparently con-
fronted the western values with
an 'Asia-as-civilisation' thesis
the defining features of which
have already assumed a new
prominence in international
relation.

This could not but give a se-
vere jolt to the western world
which did not experience such
dissent from any quarter since
its ascendancy in the middle of
this millennium except an
abortive attempt by the com-
munists during the century. But
neither the communists nor the
Japanese who stuck to their
ethno-cultural values for lo
till their defeat in the secon
world war could really provide
an all-pervasive alternative
value-system as that of the
western world. Seen against
this backdrop the articulation

S OON after the demise of

The Great 'Asian' Debate

There is a coupous outpourings of the ideas and arguments from the speeches and writings by influential
Asian leaders and outstanding scholars of the region as to what they mean by their new assertion. The
clout from the region's newfound prosperity however enables its leaders to speak with
confidence and sell their ideas with surprising ease.

of the sponsors of what has
come to be called an 'Asian way'
is indeed unique and unprece-
dented.

In fact, there is a voice of de-
fiance when they call the
Asians for a return to the re-

on's traditional core values

eemed to be common to all
Asian societies and which dif-
ferentiate Asia from other
civilisation, particularly of the
West. While the western schol-
ars and policy makers are
seized with the problems of the
new confrontation, an ani-
mated discussion has been rag-
ing across the world — at least
in the academic circle — on this
spanking new phenomenon.

In the meantime, there is a
coupous outpourings of the
ideas and arguments from the
speeches and writings by influ-
ential Asian leaders and out-
standing scholars of the region
as to what they mean by their
new assertion. The clout from
the region's newfound prosper-
ity however enables its leaders
to speak with confidence and
sell their ideas with surprising
ease. '

Sha%afmrc's Lee Kuan Yew, a
powerful exponent of Asian
values identifies a set of values,
which according to him, binds
together the polities and soci-
eties in East Asia. To him the
centrality of family and a filial
piety are the great virtues that
give moral superiority to Asian
societies as against the excesses
and negative aspects of western
society. Almost in the same

vein Mahathir Muhammad of
Malaysia has derided western
liberalism even more incisively
for its many failings including
high crime rates, decaying
morals and lack of social disci-
pline.

The arguments on 'Asian
way' are more specific in the
writings of Chinese scholars
who pinpoint it in the value
system of Confucianism which
exhorts hard-work, thrift, filial
piety and national pride. Some
of these values are not much

dissimilar from those stressed

cross-fertilised civilisation”
with synthesisation of Chinese,
Indo-Chinese, Japanese and
American ones. To Ogura Kazno
of Japan, the Asian values are
not only for the Asians to ab-
sorb but should be turned into a
new set of universal values to be
transmitted to the whole world.

As pointed out by myriad
other advocates of 'Asian way’
some of the attributes of Asian
society do stand out. They in-
clude a reverence for antiquity,
respect for education, deference
to authority, communitarian-
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in the ASEAN countries partic-
ularly in Singapore, clearly
linked to Confucian heritage.
Geng Huichang, a Chinese
writer contrasts post-cold war
turbulence in Europe with the
stability in East Asia which he
attributes to Asia-Pacific model
of peaceful coexistence as well
as national amity and har-
mony nurtured by an "oriental
wisdom”.

The theme of Asian value is
taken somewhat off the track
when the influential Japanese
commentators claim that the
'Asian way’ is not so much a re-
turn to the old mores and tradi-
tions as creating a "new breed of

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz
ism, cooperation, self-disci-
pline and thrift — most of

which are missing in today's
western society. Apart from
them, a spontaneous respect for
order, the state and the elderly
is the hallmark of Asian life. In
decision-making consensus is
the preferred mechanism for
the Asians. These chargcteristic
features do appear in contrast
to western life.

But the emerging gap is per-
haps widest on the conception
of human rights and democracy
where two values fundamen-
tally differ. So much so that
some Asians even question the
existence of universal human

right and prerogative of the
est to impose its cultural val-
ues and ethno-centric defini-
tions of human right on Asia.
The 'Asian way' nents find
it difficult even to define a sin-
gle human right regime that can
encompass the vast region from
Japan to Myanmar — let alone
the question of such single
regime for the whole world.
They wryly question: what
gives western countries the ex-
clusive right to interpret the
standard of universal human
right? Again on the question of
governance the Asians are more
used to respect for hierarchy
and unquestioned obeisance to
authority. Their emphasis on
order and harmony reflects
some inclination for authori-
tarianism. But they have clear
preference for governments ac-
to moral dictates rather
than by law as well as a spiri-
tual concern with the form and
function of the government.
Amidst the cluster of ideas
what is however conspicuously
missing is a central strand
recognisable enough to repre-
sent an 'Asian way'. Not only
that even the parallel strands
are discordant with each other,
the promoters of the 'Asian way’'
are not uniformly critical of
western culture; neither are
they uncritical of their own
traditions and practices, But
the biggest difficulty arises in
recognising an Asian civilisa-
tion without including in it the
cultural traits of great Islamic
civilisation of the West and

Central Asia or Indian civilisa-
tion of South Asia,

Moreover it is also difficult
to comprehend how the Islamic
ethos of Malaysia, Indonesia
and Brunei can really blend
with the teachings of Confu-
cianism or the Muslim minori-
ties of both ASEAN and Sino-
centred states in East Asia can
reconcile to this apparent con-
tradiction. By all reckoning the
‘Asian way' pronouncement has
so far remained more of
rhetorics notwithstanding
their force and potency.

Many however tend to a see
this cultural revivalism in the
East Asia as an attempt by the
region's political elite to replace
the obsolescent state ideologies
with alternative having more
pﬂEu]ar appeal and relevance. It
is however yet to be crystallised
whether the 'Asian way' is more

of a ploy for regime legitima-
tion or the reflection of genuine
concern for the loss of the tradi-
tional values. There are in-
stances of reviving cultural and
traditional symbols elsewhere
in the world and at different
point of time but never has
there been an occasion of con-

fronting another value system
on that count as the 'Asian way'
has done and made some suc-
Cess.

Nevertheless the Asians
seem determined to deal with
their problems in their own
way. The fact that their own
‘way' may not be uniquel
Asian is not so important in ul-
timate analysis. t is more a
subject for consideration is a
widespread Asian conviction
that the region's destiny is in
the hands of Asians for the first
time in nearly half a millen-
nium.

The SAARC and the Issues of Political Confidence

WO ministerial level im-
I portant meetings of the
South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) have just taken place
in quick succession. The first
was in Dhaka by the
information ministers of the
seven member countries and
close on the heels, the
commerce ministers met in Is-
lamabad. Both the meetings
dealt with such important is-
sues like informdtion and me-
dia with icular reference to
free flow of information in the
‘South Asian region and greater
cooperation in availing of the
information technolo that
sweeps across the world. And of
course, the commerce ministers
discussed the key matters of
trade, commerce, industry, in-
vestment and other related
subjects which is obviously
crucial for the progress and de-
velopment of South Asian re-
gion,

The South Asian Preferen-
tial Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA) and the South Asian
Free Trading Area (SAFTA)
dominated the Islamabad con-
ference and the member coun-
tries took some concrete deci-
sions of cooperation in the rel-
evant fields. Earlier, the Dhaka
conference ended with adopting
a declaration that envisages a
number of measures to be taken
by the member nations aimed
at acting in concert towards de-
veloping the field of media and
information which so far re-
ceived scant attention. The very
fact that the SAARC informa-
tion ministers met for the first
time since the venture was
launched way back in 1985 it-
self speaks of the less impor-
tance that a crucial area like in-
formation has been given by

T the Industry Collection

Exhibition, supported by

world renowned NM
Rothschild & Sons Ltd in
association with the World Gold
Council and the London
Bullion Market Association
(LBMA). being held from Feb 9
to May 14, 1998 at the Bank of
England Museum in London,
Dubai-based Pakistani-origin
ARY Traders are dlspla}rincF
ARY Rainbow Hearts gol
pendants and ARY gold bars.
The Sydney 2000 Olympic Coin
Programme, a joint venture
between the Royal Australian
Mint and the Perth Mint, have
appointed ARY Traders as the
official distributor of their
programme in the UAE. In
defence of ARY. which had been
named by the Ehtesab Cell, led
by Senator Saifur Rahman, of
alleged wrongdoings relating to
his getting the sole rights to
import gold into Pakistan, Mr
Rolf Schnebeli, Chief Executive,
Middle East and India, World
Gold Council said, "ARY is a
well-reputed company in Dubai
with a long standing presence
in the UAE and during my time
1 have had very posilive
experience (of them). | have no
reason to doubt ARY's
statement (which had rejected
GOP's alleged charges and
challenged them to prove any
wrongdoing).

ARY, comprising five estab-
lishments with a turnover in
the past 3-4 years of USS 1.5
billion, started as a trading en-
terprise in Dubai in 1970.
With its own {EWE]]EI‘}" marnu-
facturing unit in Sharjah, ARY
gold bars are sold internation-
ally, with its ARY Rainbow
Hearts, a 24-caral gold pendant
incorporating the patented
"Kinegram” technology crafted
to reflect the rainbow colours.
An International exchange
company was sel up in 1993, an
impressive sales and purchase
record has been set in a field
that only recognises credibil-
(ty. its trusted name is a house-
hold word in the South Aslan

Setbacks notwithstanding, the SAARC has

maoed- and it

_

is moving as the vast multitude living in the region

feel that the forum that has come after painstaking efforts should not be allowed to be washed

away or weakened by hitherto known negative

SAARC. However. both the
meetings are welcome, ahead of
the next summit of the onal
forum in Colombo in July this
year.

While there is no denying the
fact that the SAARC has come a
long way — albeit slowly — in
forging cooperation among the
seven South Asian countries
which together command more
than one billion ple, that is
one fifth of the humanity, it is
also necessary to analyse the
progress made so far in a spirit
of constructive criticism. d
more importantly, it is also
pertinent to touch upon the is-
sue of political climate and con-
fidence in the area in  the
broader context of the ad-
vancement of the SAARC objec-
tives. Going by the charter of
the forum, the organisation
cannot discuss bilateral politi-
cal issues in the SAARC ambit
and the architects of the forum
had rightly done so keeping in
mind the problems that would
alffect the nascent venture if the
vexed bilateral issues which are
galore in the region are allowed
to be taken up by the forum
meant mainly to deal with eco-
nomic matters.

Having lauded this realisa-
tion, one can, however, point
out that the political climate in
the region is inextricably
linked with all the develop-
ments that pertain to the mem-
ber countries. Arguably, con-
tentious bilateral matters will
seek to retard the growth of the
forum since these matters are
so intractable in nature that

Chasing Shadows, Losing Gold

contending parties are bound to
be bogged down in unending ex-
ercises for their solutions while
respective sides would only, not
surprisingly, reiterate their
known positions.

Still, the overall political
atmosphere cannot be totally
swept under the carpet by the
member nations although this
cannot come to the fore offi-
cially in the SAARC meetings.
That the political issues are not
totally ignored in such gather-
ings is amply clear from the

state visit here, has stressed the
need for improvement in the
political climate in the region
so that the member states can
exude greater confidence and
take forward the SAARC pro-
grammes with a greater degree
of seriousness. President
Mamoun Abdul Gayoom's ob-
servation here in s ard
warrants serious thought as he
said informal talks can lead to
the development of the ties
which are otherwise afflicted by
different misgivings and inhi-
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fact that their leaders — either
in the summit or at other levels
— often met at bilateral plane
on the sidelines of the formal
occasion and certainly they do
discuss or at least touch upon
the bilateral subjects. is
casts a sobe effect on the re-
lationship of the member na-
tions. Every SAARC gathering
leaves a positive effect, however
minimum, on the bilateral re-
lationship of the member states
since it provides contacts
among them that might have
been missing for a long time.
The president of the tiny In-
dian ocean island state of Mal-
dives, during his just-concluded
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bitions.
It is well-known that two

rincipal members of the
AARC family, judging by their
Fcogra hical size are always at
oggerheads due to traditional
hostilities. India and Pakistan
seldom miss an opportunity to
attack each other in interna-
tional forums on their known
disputes. Despite their procla-
mations that both are keen to
discuss all the thorny issues
towards the objective of peace,
most times they remain with-
out contacts for a relatively
long time. The SAARC meetings
often provide them with the op-
portunity of bilateral contacts

approaches.

although outside the purview of
the forum. It is in the last
summit in Male that the heads
of the two countries took a
number of important decisions
like setting up hot-lines when
they met for bilateral meetings.
Expectedly, their problems are
too delicate to call for resolu-
tions but such meetings help
improve the climate of animos-

it

. of the SAARC it-
self was characterised by scep-
ticism and mistrust to the ven-
ture after Bangladesh had
i'nnnted the proposal. It took a
m [
cials, / foreign secretaries and
then the foreign mirmisters to
prepare the ground for the first
summit. Several years were
consumed to remove the air of
confusion and misconception
as far as possible before the
first summit took place. The
leaders finally showed the
sagacity that such a regional
institution can give them bene-
fits no matter whether the re-
sults would be up to the expecta-
tions or not.

The process that was
launched has been intermit-
tently slackened as more than
once the summit had to be post-
poned at the last moment or the
meetings of the council of min-
isters — which is made up by the
foreign ministers — had to be
called off. These setbacks
notwithstanding, the SAARC
has moved and it is moving as
the vast multitude living in the
region feel that the forum that
has come after painstaking ef-

As regards money transfer (HUNDI), that is ARY's core business and like many other financial
institutions they have to respect confidentiality as otherwise it would correct their credibility.

sub-continent and internation-
ally in the gold trade. With such
credibility shoring up an envi-
able reputation. how come ARY
has run afoul of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan (GOP)?

When ARY made a proposal
to GOP in 1993 for giving 8-10
companies the right to import
hold and shift the bullion trade
from Dubai to Pakistan, it was
opposed by the Ministries of
Finance and Commerce on the
plea that (1) a cartel would en-
sue by restricting to a few im-

rters, (2) shifting of the bul-
ion trade to Karachi from
Dubai was wishful thinking, (3]
it would encourage smuggling of
old to India by reducing duty
rom Rs. 80 per tola to Rs, 48 per
tola because of the price differ-
ential, (4) it would drain the
foreign currency reserves, (5)
fixed taxation would be a viola-
tion of the principles of taxa-
tion, (6) a role for State Bank of
Pakistan was required to im-
port gold when necessary to
stabilise prices.

The Economic Consultative
Committee [ECC) approved the
modified Fmpﬂsals of the Min-
istry ol Finance and the
scheme was advertised. but only
seven prequalified out of the 11
who applied as only they sub-
mitted the call deposit of USS
100.000. One cnmpa’?ﬁ, ARY,
was finally selected, ¢ Eht-
esab Cell alleges that the ex-
clusivity of the gold/silver
trade into Pakistan was given
to ARY because profits were to
be shared 75:25 between ARY
and Asif Zardari (AZ) but when
Haji Abdul Razzak apprised AZ
the difficulties, he agreed to
take Rs. 5 per tola as his com-
mission, In November 1995,
lwo separate summaries were
moved by Javed Talat, Secre-
tary Finance before the ECC
for exemption of regulatory
duty on gold and silver. This
was approved. In the meantime,

Salman Farugqui came in as
Secretary Commerce, in his ab-
sence two other firms were
%lven permission. On his return
e asked the Deputy Secretary
concerned to withdraw the let-
ter. The Ehtesab Bureau has
given evidence of accounts
opened up in Citibank Dubai
and Citibank Geneva in the
name of Capricorn Trading
Company being operated by Mr.,
Jens Schlegelmilch but the
beneficiary being Asif Zardari.
There is a record of US8 5
million being moved from ARY
Traders to Citibank Dubai ac-
count of Capricorn Trading, a
company incorporated in the
British Virgin Islands and run
by Mr. Jens Schlegelmilch, act-

derwriting of the PTCL share
issue and onto AZ ! Haji Abdul
Razzak contends that when he
had been inforrned by UBS on
telephone that they alongwith
Khadim Ali Shah Bukhari & Co
had been entrusted for floating
the public issue at a base price
of Rs. 30 per share, he had im-
mediately rung up (then] MCB
President Hussain Lawai and
said this would amount to
looting the nation. Lawal
spoke to Ms Benazir, and re-
quested the deal be cancelled.
MCB then took up the issue

alongwith its foreign partners
at a base price of Rs. 45 per
share, whereas PTCL shares
were eventually sold at Eﬂce of
Rs. 56 per share, giving t

e pub-

e

ing as agent for AZ in other ofl-
shore companies. Massive
amounts were transferred
[rom Citibank Dubail to
Citibank Geneva, handwritten
ledgers of Mr. Schlegelmich
support the evidence. Even
prima facie there seems to be
no case against ARY Traders
but before we jump to conclu-
sions let us take the case of
transfer of USS 10 million
from MCB to ARY's account.
The transfer to AZs account is
suspiciously coincidental with
the Citibank transfers for about
the same value of money on or

" around the same dates.

The Dubai Courts have ruled
in favour of ARY and others
while asking police to gather
more evidence, this in fact
seems to be commission paid
out to ARY as part of the Un-
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lic exchequer an extra revenue
of USS 450 million.

Haji Abdul Razzak points
out to the loans he made avail-
able to GOP, beginning with the
first Nawaz Sharif Regime In
July 1992 and to three other
subsequent regimes to avert
crises, most recently during the
period of the Meraj Khalid
Caretaker Regime when USS
250 million was made available
to avoid default. He refers to it
as his patriotic duty and scolls
at suggestions that it was profit-
oriented, if so why did others
not give the loan? He pointed
out that at Rs. 5 per tola, com-
mission to AZ as claimed by
the Ehtesab Bureau, AZ would
stand to make only Rs. 20 mil-
lion, “peanuts” for the type of
money AZ was accused ol get-
ting. He vehemently denies any

deal with AZ wherein any
money was paid as commis-
sion.

An objective analysis of
the aforegoing and other related
documents reveals that (1) one
cannot escape the element of
criminal wrongdoing in the
original purchase of the MCB,
organised by Hussain Lawai,
but including 12 leading busi-
nessmen, (2) Haji Abdul Razzak
acted as a conduit for using
MCB money on a circuitous

route to give the second and fi-
nal instalment in purchasing
the bank, (3) subsequently when
PPP regime took over Hussain
Lawal was bailed out by H?Jli
Abdul Razzak by going directly
to AZ whom he knew throug
AZ's good friend, real estate
dealer Igbal Memon, (4) subse-
uently Hussain Lawai became
Iqriend y with AZ, like a good
many senior bankers at that
time this relationship became
very close, (5) since Mian Man-
sha's personal and business in-
teresfs were being hounded by
the PPP regime and he had to go
into "self-exile”, he had reason
to have grievance against Hus-
sain Lawai whom he suspected
to using AZ to pressurise him
into staying abroad. (6) when
the PPP/ regime was over-
thrown, the personal issue be-
tween Mian Mansha and Hus-
sain Lawai, both strong men
and pgifted entrepreneurs, be-
came a very public affair, (7)
when Senator Saifur Rahman
came iIinto the picture as
Chairman Ehtesab Bureau, he
went the route of pressurising
ARY in order to get them to tes-
tify against AZ, (8) when per-
suasion with ARY and Hussain
Lawai failed, GOP then went
the criminal prosecution route.

There is no doubt that AZ is
an out-and-out crook who used
his wife's PM-ship to organise
multifarious methods to loot

time for the seniof offi-

forts should not be allowed to be
washed away or weakened by
hitherto known negative ap-
proaches. Once again, the lead-
ers of the member states deserve
thanks for remaining commit-
ted to the objectives.

The Dhaka meeting of the
information ministers took a
series of potentially promising
decisions to increase free flow
of information in the South
Asia in the areas of media,
broadcasting and information
technology. This meetin
should have taken place muc
earlier. Still, the fact that it fi-
nally occurred at the initiative
of Bangladesh was a step in the
right direction belated though.
However, here once again the
members could not take a firm

decision on some issues._like...
' easy travel

by media per- .
sons ip the member coundries.: - |
The . declarati makes a
solemn pledge in this regard but
it remains to be seen if they suc-
ceed at an early date to relax
visa restrictions for the media
people. After all, what is there

to hide or get scared from fellow
South Asian partners when
others including those in the
west get it with relative ease!

The Islamabad meeting of
the commerce ministers re-
vealed one alarming informa-
tion. Only three per cent of the
region's total foreign trade last
year was conducted with
SAARC countries! The meetings
took several important deci-
sions to boost cooperation in
trade and industry but this fig-
ure speaks of a pitiable condi-
tion. Here, once again, the polit-
ical will is very important.
SAARC is moving well but
greater political push is neces-
sary to make it more workable
and effective.

this nation ruthlessly along-
with his cronies. He destroyed
the credibility of PPP, once re-
garded as Pakistan's only polit-
ical grouping with strong roots
in all the Provinces. This man
set up dozens of offshore com-
panies, he and his wife have
dozen and dozens of illegal
foreign bank accounts Ilor
which there is no accounting
for the source of the money,
they have real estate all over
the world, etc much in excess of
their wealth declaration on
oath. Whatever opinion one
may have about Sail, the fact is
he has exposed the Zardaris.
husband and wife, ARY Traders
may or may not have paid
money for "services rendered”,
one would still give them the
benefit of doubt because of their
documented suﬁpurt to Pak-
istan as well as the larger inter-
est of uncovering bigger crimi-
nals. As regards money trans-
fer (HUNDI), that is ARY's core
business and like many other
financial institutions they
have to respect confidentiality
as otherwise it would correct
their credibility. While HUNDI
route is an accepted order of the
way, looted wealth of the nation
can only be sent out through
such a route. The result has
been a Catch-22 situation in
which no side is the gainer and
only personal egos are being as-
suaged.

ne must differentiate be-
tween personal vengeance and
the national interest. If the
real intention is to get back AZ
money, GOP must recognize
that ARY Traders has been of
help to the nation in the past
and could possibly be an asset
for the future, ARY Traders
must take into account that the
nation has a genuine grievance
as respects AZ, they seem to be
giving him tacit protection
which may harm the interests
of the nation. Quiet negotia-
tions are required between the
two parties, arbitration per-
haps, that can resolve the pre-
sent crisis.



