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Shazneen murder
A sense of insecurity
haunts people

By Staff Correspondent

More gcoplc expressed their
grief and solidarity with the
members of the family of
Shazneen Tasnim Rahman, a
15 year old school girl murdered
in the city last Thursday.

A cross section of pe?]e in-
cluding businessmen, doctors
and housewives while talking
to this correspondent yesterday
said that the majority of crimes
against women and children
committed over the years went
unpunished.

Several housewives express-
ing concern over the murder of
Shazneen said. the gruesome
murder must be properly dealt
with and thoroughly investi-
gated.

A housewife at the city's Gul-
shan area said, "Since the day I
read about Shazneen's murder
in the newspaper. | became very
concerned about my Ill?-j,ﬂ:ar old
daughter going to college. I can
no I%ggerggl?rﬁ( of allowing my
daughter to go to college on her
own."

Tasneem Siddiqui, an asso-
ciate professor of Political Sci-
ence al the Dhaka University,
while expressing her concern

about the murder said, "There is
no effective mechanism for let-
ting children know about child
abuse. Mass awareness, opening
up of parents with their chil-
dren., and teachers with their
students, are seen as forms of
self-protection.”

She also said, "Shazneen
murder has been successful in
touching the unorganised silent
section of the society. This sec-
tion does not have any stake in
the partisan politics. Their ma-
jor concern is security.”

A doctor at the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital said, "The
society can no longer offer se-
curity to its citizens and fre-
quent murders, as we learn
about them reading the news-
papers, is an evidence of it.”

The physician blamed the
law enforcing agencies for not
taking proper action against

the criminals.
A businessman, Mahmudur

Rahman from Khulna while
giving his reaction said, "I feel
that violence against women
and children over the last few
years has at least tripled.

Couple held for
torturing maid

placed on remand
By Staff Correspondent

The couple, arrested [or Lor-
turing a maid. were placed on a
En& ay police remand yester-

ay.
jjlr'[‘hte maid, Nurjahan, was
under treatment at a city clinic
till last night, police said.

Meanwhile, Mohammadpur
police said last night that they
were investigating to ascertain
the actual relation between
Ayesa Newaz Dina and her 'so-
called’ husband Anwar Hos-
sain, a former army officer.

Our court correspondent said
police yesterday produced the
couple before the CMM's court
praying for a 7-day remand.

ut the Court placed Anwar
and Dina on a one-day remand,

Girl gangraped
at Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Apr 30: A 12-
year-old girl was allegedly gan-
gra at village Saganna under
Jhenidah Sadar thana last
night, according to police
sources.

Police said the victim was a
daughter of Abul Hossain.
Three young men abducted her
at about 8 pm and raped her at a
nearby place. Abul Hossain
lodged a case against three
young men — Mofazze], Reza
and Mashiur. The victim was
undergoing medical examina-
tion.

Gulshan Lake
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Lake.

He further claimed that as
per document, Rajuk owned
only a few feet of the lake from
the western bank. "But look
they are also filling up the lake
and allocating plots indiscrim-
inately,” he said again pointing
his finger at the other bank.
which bore all traces ol fresh
earth filling.

Several elderly people who
gathered at the site quoted Ra-
juk engineers and said that
about 100-feet of the lake would
be kept for drainage and even-
tually they would construct a
box culvert.

On the northern side of these
Ern}ectﬁ. a l6-storied building

nown as Morium Tower, was
constructed recently under the
same circumstances, but the de-
velopers did not apparently en-
croach upon the lake. A second
similar project is now under-
way in the same area on the
southern side.

Officials there apain con-
firmed that the a1ea, separated
from the pos!. Gulshan area by
a lake, was .. . under Rajuk’s
jurisdiction as far as the land
ownership was concerned.

When contacted, top Rajuk
officials cor .imed that Shaha-
jatpur area was indeed released
from Rajuk's 1961 acquisition
and, therefore, it belonged to its
original owners.

Asked about sale of the lake,
a tup Rajuk official replied that
they were not aware of any such
development in the area. "In
that area, what we check is

roper lmplementation of the

haka Master Plan and the
building code. It is not a Rajuk
housing project. so anyone can
buy or sell.”

The Dhaka Master Plan
(1995-2015) has emphasised re-
tention of the Gulshan Lake in
its present shape. Unless the
lake is saved from being filled
up, the whole area would be ex-
tremely vu! .:crable to floodin

and waterlogging, he pointe
out.

Ruling party
has taken path
of violence:
Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday warned
against indulgence in terrorism
on the campus, saying it will
spoil the education institu-
tions, reports UNB.

um Zia referred to the re-
cent disturbances in Dhaka and
Chittagong Universities and ac-
cused the ruling party of letting
loose its student front in cap-
turing the halls.

Speaking at a function at the
Engineers Institute, Begum Zia
said the ruling party has taken
the path of violence as it is cer-
tain of failure in democratic
process.

A number of Jatiya Party
leaders joined the BNP at the
function.

The BNP chief said two dis-
tinct political streams are ac-
tive in the country. One is na-
tionalist force and the other is
subservient to its alien masters.

She said people have lost
confidence in the Awami League
due to its misrule. It has no
chance of returning to power
through fair polls. So, it is tak-
ing the path of terrorism, she
added.

“They (Awami League] are
hatching a conspiracy to snatch
the people's verdict in the next

election through rig‘?ing.
snatching ballot box and ter-
rorism,"” Begum Zia said.

Jatiya Party's Dhaka City
unit general secretary and for-
mer DCC deputy Mayor Abdus
Salam, City leader and former
deputy Mayor of DCC Shamsuz-
zaman Minto and about 30
other ward and thana leaders
joined BNP and expressed loy-
alty to the leadership of Begum
Zia.

Kidnapped man
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After a massive hunt in last
two days, police rescued Mondol
from Gozdandi village in
Boalkhali thana. Police also
arrested eight persons, includ-
ing Mondol's brother-in-law
Korshed Alam,

Alam confessed to the police
that he abducted his brother-in-
law by hired goons for grabbing
his property.

Other arrested persons are:
Jhumur Chowdhury., Jakir
Hossain, Osmanul Huq. Shaja-
han. Kajol, Nasiruddin and
Tipu Biswas.

Police also recovered two
foreign-made revolvers and
ammunition from the arrested

people.

JS: B Chy
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oblique reference to the Prime

Minister's proposal for banning
student politics,
Noting that the nation's

achievements in 1952, 1962 and
1971 could not be possible
without the glorious history of
student politics, B Choudhury
said, "Many of today's national
leaders, both in the government
and the Opposition, were In-
volved in student politics.”

“What we need is to make
student . politics transparent”,
he said.

In reply. Deputy Leader of
the House Zillur Rahman
termed the attack on Shaheda
Obald as regrettable if, what he
sald, any such incident had re-
ally taken place. Rahman also
requested the Home Minister to
look into the matter.
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Maldives President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom speaking at a banquet hosted by President
Shahabuddin Ahmed at the Bangabhaban yesterday. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is also

From Page 1

cussed the Fmgn:ss of imple-
mentation of recommendations
of the 9th SAARC Summit held
in Male. A detailed progress re-
port will be placed at the forth-
coming SAARC Summit in
Colombo. The two leaders

on carrying out informal
consultations among the
SAARC countries for formulat-
ing a guideline for the next
sumimit.

The Maldives side agreed to
consider Bangladesh's proposal
for tariff concessions under the
third round talks of SAPTA.

The Bangladesh side said it
has decided to open a perma-
nent resident mission in the

Maldives.
President Gayoom assured of
problems of the

looking into

4000-member Bangladeshi
workers community in his
country.

The visiting dignitary said
that Bangladeshi workers who
along with Sri Lankan workers
lost jobs with the closure of a
garments factory there, will get
compensation as per a court or-
der.

The two leaders reviewed the
six cxistin%]agrmn:nts signed
between the two countrics.
These included agreements on

Flexible approach
needed from ADB

for institutional

development: Kibria

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday said that the
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
should adopt more flexible ap-
proach to pursue institutional
development in the region's
economic growth, reports i

Addressing the 31st annual
meeting of ADB in Geneva, the
minister said the flexible ap-
proach with sensitivity to its
qualitative dimensions was re-
guired so that institutional de-
velopment can be pursued in a
longer time-frame simultane-
ously with the medium term
goal of economic growth.

The bank had chosen rightly
broad-based institutional de-
velopment as its strategy rather
than simple project financing,
Kibria said., adding that those
would require a significant re-
orientation in the bank's ap-
proach to development and its
perception about "institution”,
according to a message received

= %%%tl}rﬁninl{*d oul that some
reform contingent lending pro-
grammes seek to bring aboul
change at a rate that might en-
ender further economic insta-
ility and exacerbate social and
political tensions.

Male to back Dhaka |

setting LIIJ of air links, waiver of
visa, cultural exchange pro-
grammes and cooperation on
sound broadcasting.

The Maldives leader assured
extending his government’'s co-
operation to Bangladesh in pro-
tecting the low-lying coastal ar-
eas, in which his country has
some expertise.

The Maldives side at the
talks included Minister of State
for Presidential Affairs Mo-
hammad Hossain, Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs Salah
Shihab and Personal Secretary

_to the President Adam Naeem.

The Bangladesh side in-
cluded Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad., Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad
Nasim. State Minister for For-
eign Affairs Abul Hasan Chow-
dhury and Foreign Secretary
Mustafizur Rahman.

Nor’wester hits
[L.almonirhat : One

killed, 50 hurt

LALMONIRHAT, Apr 30: A
severe nor'wester lashed the
district Wednesday night
killing one and injuring 50
other le, reports UNB.

Thfggad was identified as
Ramakant Roy, 38, of Guriadah
village in Sadar thana.

Of the injured, Sujan 18,
Deenesh. 22, and Biddut, 14. of
the same village were admitted
to sadar hospital.

Grameen phone

Subscribers protest
move to impose

incoming call charge

By Staff Correspondent

The Grameen Phone Sub-
scribers Forum yesterday
protested a reported move by
the company to impose charges
on incoming calls on its cellu-
lar-phone subscribers.

Addressing a press confer-
ence. leaders of the forum al-
leged that the Grameen Phone
authorities failed to keep their
earlier commitment of not im-
pnﬁ;ing charges on incoming
Celll

Architect Mobassher Ho-

ssen, convenor of the Forum,
addressed the press conference
held at the Jatiya Press Club
auditorium.

Meanwhile, Managing Di-
rector of Grameen Phone Trond
Moe in a statement last night
said that no formal decision
was taken regarding imposition
of charges on incoming calls.

—PID photo
‘Informal political
talks to promote

confidence among
SAARC members’

Visiting Maldives President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom yes-
terday called for gearing up the
activities of S C and bol-
stering cooperation among the
member states, reports UNB.

Addressing the banquet
hosted President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, the Mal-
dives President said SAARC
leaders should consolidate the
decision of holding informal
political consultations to -
dite the delivery of tangible
benefits to the common people.

"We broke new ground at the
last summit in Male where we
decided that holding of infor-
mal political consultations
would be an important avenue
for building confidence in our
region and promoting the aims
of SAARC." the Maldives Presi-
dent said. hoping that the pro-
cess would be consolidated fur-
ther.

Describing his visit of spe-
cial significance, Gayoom said
SAARC has opened up a new
path for the South Asian coun-
tries to pool their efforts and
build a common future in peace
and friendship for the better-
ment ﬂffmnre than one billion

le of the region.
Pmlﬁf: said, "Many years have
passed ... the world has changed
in many ways. But these have
only confirmed that we must
continue to cooperate ever more
closely.”

He said the South Asian
Preferential Trading Arrange-
ment has become a reality and
SAARC now set its sight firmly
on a South Asian Free Trade
Area.

College student
murdered 1n
Jessore

JESSORE, Apr 30: A college
student was murdered by a
group of miscreants at a village
under Monirampur thana here
this morning, reports BSS.

Police said, Mohammad
Alauddin 18 was chopped to
death at about 10 am.

Alauddin, a student of first
year of Monirampur Degree
College, was taking tea at a
roadside tea stall. The miscre-
ants left the place just after the
killing.

Police arrested two
men from the vill
alleged
killing.

young
age for their
involvement in the

Occidental blames faulty sealing
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ing to the Sylhet Airport.

On the night of the incident
thousands of people in the adja-
cent areas started [leeing fear-
ing a major blow-out. All
flights to and from Sylhet were
su!slpended till the leakage was
sealed off later at night. None
was injured in the incident.

High pressure gas started
leaking out unexpectedly when
Occidental was perforating the
plug cemented by Scimitar. At
one point, water started coming
out of the well, thus minimising
the risk ol a major blow-out,
sources said.

Part of Block 12, this well
was drilled by Scimilar in 1989,
It then tested the gas. sand :r]nd
finally abandoned it by apply-
ing cement plug and "kill-
siring”.

Occidental claimed that it
was following all standard
methods during the workover,
It was drilling the cement plug
and replacing “drill mud” prop-
erly and the hole was balanced
when the leakage occurred, Oc-
cidental reported Lo
Petrobangla, before the leakage,
that the drilling crew was un-
able to "stab a valve into the
drilling cap.” Occidental further
saild that none of the equipment
used by Occidental caused the
accldent.

Sources sald that further in-
vestigation into the incident
was being undertaken. Occiden-
tal's inefficient and negligent
operation in blocks 13 and 14
had resulted in the deaths of
some five workers during the
seismic operation, the

Magurchhara blow-out and
failure of the company to fulfil
the work obligations outlined
in the Production Sharing
Contracts (PSC) with the gov-
ernment.

The US company's work
schedule for Jalalabad-1 well
was delayed as it had brought in
a fault rilg last year. Occiden-
tal's ch or blocks 13 and 14
expired on January 11 for its
failure to fulfil its work obliga-
tion. At that time, it did not ap-
ply for an extension of the PSCs
two months prior to the expi
but it had applied for a full
three-year extension on Jan-

ua?hﬁ,

e government had decided
to extend the PSC alter amend-
ing some clauses and on condi-
tion that Occidental would pro-

Occidental
apologises

Occidental Oil and Gas Com-
pany has expressed its sincere

apology for the disruption
caused to the people by Tues-

day's gas leakage incident in
Jalalabad gaslield, reports
UNB.

In a statement issued in the
city yesterday. the company
also congratulated the local au-
thority and police for smooth
and rapid action they took to
secure salety.

Occidental noted with satis-
faction that no fire explosion or
injury has caused during the
leakage for which it eredited the
skill and well-prepared proce-
dures at the well site,

vide full compensation for the
damages it had done 1o
Magurchhara gas structure. It
had previously agreed to pay for
the damages done to its natural
surroundings.

The decision came after ne-
gotiations when Petrobangla
proposcd some amendments Lo
increase Bangladesh's share in
the PSC o recover the compen-
sation. Occidental accepted the
governmernt's demand to in-
crease Bangladesh's share by 5

r cent if gas was found in the

agurchhara structure. The
amendment included a defini-
tion of the costs recoverable in
a blow-out.

However, earlier this month,
Occidental disagreed with a
proposed amendment to the
PSC that Bangladesh would
have the sovereign authority to
protect the public interest —
implying that it could cancel an
operation of the oil company if
it threatened public interest.
Occidental argued that this
clause was contradictory to the
spirit of the PSC while the gov-
ernment said that it had been
incorporated in the model PSC
approved in 1997 and therefore
Occidental must accept it.

The issue of the PSC exten:
sion remained unresolved till
date. Experls are now saying
that the PSC should not be ex-
tended because Occidental has
once again proved to be an inef-
ficient operator. Its operation
might lead to further disasters
and the country would stand 1o
lose its valuable gas reserves in
the process.

| President visits
ailing Shawkat
Osman, Dr Wazed

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday visited ailing
litterateur Shawkat Osman at
the Combined Military Hospi-
tal in the city, rts UNB,

He stayed there for some
time and inquired about his
condition and treatment.

The President also visited
ailing Justice B B Chowd-
hury, Dhaka District Judge Go-

lam Rasul and former Air Chief

Sultan Mahmud who are under-
oing treatment at the same
ospital.

Later, President Shahabud-
din also visited scientist Dr M A
Wazed Mia at the Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases. He
sta there for some time and
wished him early recovery.

It all ended in

laughter

By Staff Correspondent

BNP lawmaker Fazlur Rah-
man Patal has blamed Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Salahuddin Yusuf for replying
in some "common words" what-
ever qusiti?l‘;lsc is asked in the
Jati :

"?;lroject has been taken up,’
It's implementation is subject
to availability of fund' and
‘We're all-out efforts to
resolve the problem' are the
common replies the minister
sive in the House,”" the BNP
awmaker said during the ques-
tion-answer session yesterday.

The opposition MP then
went onto ask the minister
three questions: As of now, How
many projects have been taken
up? What's the amount of
money made available? How
far the minister has succeeded
in turning his allout efforts
into reality?

In response, the health min-
ister said, "l see, he is very wise.
He knows whal replies I'll give.
As he was in the government
too. I guess he also had
to escape in a similar manner”.

Claiming that there was
transparency in his replies, the
minister became a bit angry to
say, "How can | implement a
project without having the nec-
essary funds?

The health minister termed
Patal's questions Irrelevant
-and assured the Opposition
member of replying to those if
prior notices were mn.

The House plunged into
laughter when the health min-
ister suddenly shouted "stop” at
another BNP MP, Abdul Wahab,
who attempted to help him to
answer the questions.

When he found that every-
body including the Deputy
Speaker in the chair, were
laughing. the minister himself
also started laughing.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid then told the minister:
"Honourable minister, nobody
warits to stop.”

74 rescued
while being

trafficked
to India

SATKHIRA, Apr 30: BDR
personnel rescued 74 people in-
cluding women and children
from near Kulia bridge in Deb-
hata thana here while they were
being trafficked to India on
Tuesday, reports BSS.

Of them, 29 were children, 20
women and the rest were men.

Sources said, a feam of the
Bangladesh Rifles intercepted a
bus near the bridge and rescued
the people who were travelling
in it. =

Acid thrown

From Page 1

were sitting inside a room of the
house.

Suddenly the attackers
threw a plastic glass containing
acid through a window of the
room at about 9:15 pm.

Police arrested a young man,
Aslam, 26, as a suspect in the
incident. He was produced be-
fore the CMM's Court yester-
day.

Nasir. brother of Mona, filed
a case with Kotwali thana in
this connection .

Hartal in Ctg
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With deployment of riot po-
lice and BDR, tight security was
maintained in the citr

Maost of the vehicles except
rickshaws stayed ofl the roads.
Rickshaws were kept outside
the purview of hartal because of
the ongoing S5C examinations.

Road communication from
Chittagong and Cox’'s Bazar to
other parts of the country, was
disrupted during the hall-day
hartal. Most of the shops and
offices, both private and public,
were shut during hartal.

Port officials said cargo
handling inside the jetties con-
tinued as usual through the de-
livery of goods to and from the
port remained suspended due to
nonplying of trucks,

In Chittagong Export Pro-
cessing Zone, all the mills and
factories functioned normally,
officials said.

Police arrested 15 people on
charge of picketing during the
hartal hours.

Meanwhile, Shibir threat-
ened 1o observe a full-day har-
tal in Chittagong division on
May 5 il the outsiders from the
university campus were notl
ousted immediately.

‘Shazneen murder case

From Page 1

have been lots of blood on the
white floor. But the floor was
clean when the body was dis-
covered. Only there was blood
under the body in front of the
toilet of the bed room leading to
the belief that the floor was
wiped clean after the murder.

2. The sodium lights in a
lawn on the south side of Rah-
man's residence were off in that

. A CID official said the
security at the residence,
Humayun Kabir, till yesterday
said the power line was dis-
turbed following a short circuit
due to pouring of water in a
point of the line.

3. It was reported that
Shazneen was talking to one of
her friends, Abed, over phone
when the killer entered her
room. Abed told police that he
heard the scream of Shazneen
over the phone.

 While continuing to listen to
hear groans over one phone, he
used a second phone at their
Banani residence to call an-
other number at Rahman's res-
idence. Abed heard a male voice
on the second phone and he re-

Lakkatura gsﬁeld in Sy-
lhet. —Star photo

[_akkatura
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Workers of the Malinich-
hara Tea Estate who reside
within 100 yards off the bound-
ary of the well site, said that
they abstained from work for
the second day today. They also
claimed compensation for their
losses.

Nasiruddin Khan, Managing
Director of National Tea Com-
pany which owns the Lakka-
tura Tea Estate told The Daily
Star that the NTC had deman-
ded sufficient safety and securi-
ty arrangements for the wor-
kers of the company.

Leaders of major political
parties based in Sylhet protes-
ted against what they termed
"negligence” of US company
Occidental in carrying out
drilling and exploration works
at various sites in this region.

A rally was held at the Court
Point in the town tonight where
former Upazila Chairman and
JP leader Babrul Hossain Babul
called for a procession on May 7
protesting the "negligence” of
the company.

Some influential leaders of
various other parties including
BNP. JSD, LDF and Jamaat-e-
Islam were also trying to work-
out a common platform to
protest the incident.

quested the person to urgently
inform Latifur Rahman or
other member of the family
that Shazneen was screaming
in her room. But the phone was
put on hold. The CID is also
investigating who was this
person.

The second phone was lo-
cated in the corner of the corri-
dor outside Shazneen's room,
20 to 25 feet away.

4. Police sources said there
were some footprints inside
Shazneen's room. The investi-
gators were yet to determine
whose footprints were those,

Meanwhile, CID sources said
the information which the in-
vestigators got from confes-
sions of Shahid and Parvin, a
maid at Rahman's residence,
were 'effective’ in continuing
the investigation till ay.

However, t did not get
much useful information from
about 30 others so far been in-
terrogated.

Besides, the investigators'
suspicion centred the kameez
worn by Shazneen. A CID offi-
cial said the probe team was
thoroughly examining the light
pink colour kameez which was
soaked in blood.

Two DMP officials, who in
preliminary stage investigated
the murder, said there were
some Fer{uratinna in the back
side of the kameez. But those
were so small that it could not
be visible easily. _

The edge of the kitchen knife
which was used in the murder
was about five inches while the
width was about half an inch.

"It could not make any big cut in
ﬂiml kameez,” said a DMP offi-
Cclal.

The goods which were seized

from Shazneen's bed room and
attached toilet as 'evidences’ are
the kameez, a salwar, a bed
sheet, under garments, tissue
paper and tissue paper box. Be-
sides, the knife was recovered
from near a boundary wall two
days after the incident.

CID investigators till yester-
day thought that Shahid's story
of kidnapping was false. Quot-
ing Shahid's confession, a CID
official said "the accused in-
ﬂﬂtﬁl the story to protect him-
selt.”

CID investigators have plans
to visit Tongl, Mymensingh,
Bhairab and Chittagong, the
places rTF“t'i“cm?Ed lncgih ahid’
story ol trav to t
wh?r: he surrendered me
police on Monday morning.

May Day
From Page 1

The day is a public holiday.

Government as well as vari-
ous socio-cultural organisa-
tions, professional groups and
political parties have drawn up
programmes to mark the day.

angladesh Betar and

Bangladesh Television will put
up special programmes while
the national dailies are carry-
ing special articles highlighting
the significance of the day.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address a discus-
sion meeting to be organised by
Labour and Man r Minis
at Osmany Memorial Hall at
pm today.

It will also be addressed by
Labour and Manpower Minister
M A Mannan, ILO, Dhaka office
Director M A Hasnain, Employ-
ers' Association president
Rokeya A Rahman and labour
leader Abdus Salam Khan.

The Prime Minister will also
address a workers' rally at his-
::[Dric Paltan Maidan at 5 pm to-

ay.

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia address a dis-
cussion meeting of the Jatiy-
atabadi Sramik Dal at Engi-
neers Institution auditorium at
4 pm today.

JP chairman H M Ershad
will attend a workers' gathering
to be organised by Jatiya
Sramik Party at Konabari in-
dustrial belt at Tongi at 4 pm
today.

No progress in talks
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JCD also demanded that the
university authorities should
issue statement condemning
"inhuman” behaviour of police
with the students.

The JCD delegation further
demanded that police should
play a neutral role, otherwise
they should be withdrawn from
the campus. April 23 should be
dt‘rlarecF as "Jasimuddin Hall
Tragedy Day".

Blaming internal feud of
BCL for the killing of its leader
Partha. JCD demanded a judi-
cial inquiry into the incident
and exemplary punishment of
those involved.

The VO assured that he
wotild take steps to rehabilitate
the ousted students after check-
ing their identity cards as early
as possible.

"l will try my best to ensure
security of the students and
teachers on the campus”, he
said while talking to journal-
ists.

Regarding JCD's demand for
release of its leaders and ac-
tivists the VC said. "1 have noth-
ing to do with it. the home min-
istry is the authority in this re-
gard. “What | can do is to for-
ward the demand to the home
ministry ",

Replying to a question. the

| VC quoling the provosts of halls

said that there were no out-
siders or terrorists in the DU
halls.

He, however, added that
provosts of certain halls re-
ported that some outsiders
might come to the halls at
nig%'lt.

The VC said he hoped to meet
the leaders of BCL and JCD at a
joint meeting today for reach-
ing a solution.

A meeting with the BCL lead-
ers was in progress at 9:10 last
night, sources said.

Meanwhile, the female ac-
tivists of JCD yesterday brought
out a silent procession on the
Dhaka University campus
protesting 'terrorism by the ac-
tivists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League’.

The female JCD activists
participated in the procession
wrapping their faces with black
clothes. : ‘

The procession which began
at around noon from in front of
the residence of the DU Vice
Chancellor was the first politi-
cal programme of the JCD on

the campus since April 23,
The JCD activists submitted

a memorandum to the Vice
Chancellor demanding restora-
tion of normal academic atmo-
sphere in the university, oust:
ing the terrorists from the cam-
pus and rehabilitating the gen-
uine students in their respective
halls.



