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BUET Syndicate to

accept resignation
of 13 teachers

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Universitly
of Engineering and Technology
syndicate has decided to accept
tﬁ: resignations of 13 Architec-
ture Department teachers as
they did not withdraw their
mass resignations individually.

Fifteen teachers of BUET's
Architecture Department had
resigned en masse in March
protesting a new admission test
system for the department. Af-
ter intervention from the edu-
cation minister and eminent
citizens, a consensus was
reached and the teachers agreed
to join their posts with the as-
surance that the new admission
test system would be modified
later.

All 15 teachers tendered
their resignations in a single
letter. The 11-member Syndi-
cate asked the teachers to indi-
vidually withdraw their resig-
nations. In the Syndicate meet-
ing held on March 16 a time
limit of upto March 26 was set
for the withdrawal.

BUET sources said only two
of the 15 teachers withdrew
their resignations. :

"Instead, the 13 teachers
wrote a single five-page letter to
the Syndicate bringing in vari-
ous allegations and at the end of
the letter they said they were
withdrawing their resigna-
tions,” said a BUET official.

When contacted, BUET Vice

SAARC commerce
ministers’ meet
begins today

The second SAARC Com-
merce Ministers’ meeting be-
gins in Islamabad today, re-
ports UNB.

The meeting will review the
progress of implementation of
the decisions of the first meet-
ing of SAARC Ministers of
Commerce held in 1996 in New
Delhi.

Other agenda of the meeting
include current status of intra
SAARC trade and trade cooper-
ation under SAPTA, existing
intra SAARC trade barriers and
impeding [actors relating to
policy, logistics and infrastruc-
tures,

The meeting will also review
the progress in transition from
SAPTA to SAFTA. The SAARC
Commerce Ministers will also
discuss the future course of ac-
tion for expanding economic
cooperation among the member
countries.

BSS from Islamabad adds:
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed arrived in
Islamabad yesterday evening to
attend the meeting.

On arrival at the Islamabad
Airport, he was accorded a
warm reception by his Pak-
istani counterpart Ishaq Dar.

Khaleda
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grown up as future leaders of the
country,” Begum Zia said.

She said to appease its for-
eign masters the Awami League
government is creating unrest
in educational institutions, in-
cluding Dhaka University, by
]etting[hl'n-se its terrorists.

Welcoming the newcomers to
her party, the BNP chairperson
said the government is afraid of
BNP because of its popularity.

"People from various parties
are joining the BNP to save the
country’'s sovereignty and econ-
omy,"” she said accusing the gov-
ernment of not allowing her
party lawmakers to speak in
parliament.

Begum Zia alleged that the
government last of all has
stopped broadcasting of par-
liamentary proceedings in a bid
to keep the people in the dark
about their misdeeds.

The BNP chief said the gov-
ernment is deliberately linger-
ing the present session of the
Jatiya Sangsad in a move to
prevent BNP fro= holding its
grand rally at wmanik Mia Av-
enue.

Describing ..i¢ government
as a liar and conspirator, she
called on the freedom fighters
to join hands with the nptpusi—
tion mover: ..t to get rid of this
‘autocratic government.

Nayeem Jahangir presided
over the meeting.

Prof A Q M Badruddoza
Chrwdhury, Abdul Mannan
Bhuyian, Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukder, Abdullah Al
Noman, Dr Khondokar
Mosharral Hossain, Sadek
Hossain Khoka, Mirza Abbas

and Gayeswar Chandra Roy ad-
dressed the meeting,

BNP to support
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Rules of Procedure in parlia-

n};-.nt if it is made applicable for
all.

He sald mninisters are abus-
ing Section *M0 of the Rules of
Procedure and opposition
members are not atfnw-:d to
speak in parliament.

"We have staged a walkout,
we want lo stay in parliament
and we did not boycott,” Man-
nan Bhuiyan said when asked
whether they would return to
parliament,

Salfur Rahman, M K Anwar
and few other BNP MPs were
also present in the briefing.

Chancellor Igbal Mahmud
termed the whole situation
'very unfortunate’' but said that
it was not a disciplinary action
against the teachers.

“There is no mark against
them and if they want to return
to BUET their cases would be
handled as per recruitment

olicy of the institution,” the
C said.

One of the 13 teachers last
night said that reason given by
the BUET Syndicate for not ac-
cepting their withdrawal letter
was 'ridiculous’.

"We had resigned en masse,
so why can't they accept a joint
withdrawal letter? he asked.

Tk 50 cr damage

suit against Nasim

A damage suit claiming a
compensation of Tk 50 crore
was filed dyesterday against

Works and Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad

Nasim, reports UNB.

Former minister Rafiqul Is-
lam Miah filed the case with the
1st Court of Sub-Judge, Dhaka.

The petitioner in his com-
plain stated that Mohammad
Nasim being a Minister made a
libelous, misleading and untrue
statement in respect of an
agreement with Indus Valley
Company for development of
Gulshan Lake.

The statement was published
in the Daily Ittefaq on October
16, 1997.

It was further stated that the
plaintiff received a huge com-
mission from Indus Valley
Company which was harmful to
the interest of the country.

The statements of Moham-
mad Nasim hampered the repu-
tation, name and fame of the
plaintiff, said the petition.

Vendor stabbed
to death in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 28: A
vegetable vendor was stabbed to
death by alleged muggers who
snatched Tk 8,000 from him at
Sholoshahar this morning, po-
lice said.

The victim was identified as
Shahadat Hossain, 35. Police
said that another person. Abul
Kasem, accompanying him was
also stabbed and injured by the
muggers.

Later, other vegetable ven-
dors held a protest rally at
Sholoshahar and Pathantuli
area protesting the killing.

ALPP meet May 3

A meeting of the Bangladesh
Awami League Parliamentary
Party (ALPP] will be held on
May 3 at 9 am at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban, reports UNB.

Leader of the House and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will preside over the meeting.

8 transport workers
given one month

detention

LALMONIRHAT, Apr 28: The
district magistrate's court today
ordered one month detention to
eight of the 10 arrested trans-
port workers, reports UNB.

Police arrested transport
workers' leader Kalam and nine
others along with unauthorised
firearms on April 24,

The papers regarding the de-
tention order have already been
sent to the Rangpur Jail, police
super said.

The arrested, transport
workers include Rangpur Dis-
trict Transport Workers' Union
general sﬂcretar{ Abul Kalam
Azad and Tank-lorry Workers'
Union general secretary Rah-
mat Ali Shukra.

Two others, however, es-
caped the detention order as the
documents submitted against
them were found erroneous.

Registration of NGO
cancelled

The registration of a foreign
ajded non-government volun-
tary organisation "Shanirvar
Bangla" was cancelled by the
NGO Bureau under the Foreign
Donation (Voluntary Activities)
Regulation Ordinance, 1978, as
it was functioning defying the
necessary approval of the gov-
ernment, an official handout
said in the city yesterday, re-
ports B55.

Housewife
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Russel, at about 7:30 pm on
Monday.

Russel started heating
Jahura in presence of her chil
inside the house following an
altercation with her. At one
stage Russel hit her in the head
with a piece of wood, killing her
on the spot, the FIR said,

Russel then took the body to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal with the cooperation of one
Mamun and left the body there,
police added.

Police arrested Russel from
Pallabi area yesterday. Mamun
has been absconding since the
incident. The body was sent to
DMCH morgue for autopsy yes-
terday.

A deserted corridor at the Arts Building of Dhaka University on the second day yesterday

of the four-day strike called by JCD.

Greater Dhaka i

telephone project
work begins

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment fixed a target in the
Fifth Five-year Plan to ensure
one telephone for every 125
people by the year 2002, reports
UNB.

"And a long-term plan has
been taken up to arrange one
phone for every 100 people by
the year 2005," she said, addin
that the speedy transmission o
information is essential for the
acceleration of economic activ-
ities.

Inaugurating the implemen-
tation work of the Greater
Dhaka Telephone Project at
Chalkbazar in the old part of
the city, the Prime Minister
said the government has under-
taken a massive plan for the
development of telecommuni-
cation sector.

At present, she said, there is
one telephone for every 233
people of the country.

The Greater Dhaka Tele-
phone Project is being imple-
mented at a cost of Tk 637 crore
to install 67,500 digital lines
for old Dhaka, Narayanganj
and Savar. Some 54,300 lines
will be installed in the old city.

The project is being aided
the Japan ent under its
Overseas nomic Coopera-

tion Fund (OECF).

Hasina said during the 22
months of the present govern-
ment, it has installed 1.50 lakh
telephones in the country. But
in the past 21 years, only 2.50
lakh phones were installed, she
said.

The government will also
take measures for establishin
digital transmission links an

renovation and expansion, she
added.

CMP commissioner
regrets

CHITTAGONG, Apr 28: Chit-
tagong Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Kutubur Rah-
man has regretted that a police
handout yesterday wrongly
claimed the arrest of Shahidul
Islam, the accused in the mur-
der of Shazneen in Dhaka.

“The handout was issued
without my knowledge. It was
wrongly claimed that Shahid
was arrested. In fact, he has
spontaneously surrendered to
Kotwali thana,” the CMP Com-
missioner told UNB today.

“The Kotwali thana got the
handout issued for taking credit
of arresting the accused of a
sensational murder,” he said.

The police commissioner
said Shahidul gave details to
the police of events between 10-
30 pm Thursday and 9-30 am
Sunday when he surrendered.

Officer-in-charge of Kotwali
thana Fazlul Kabir came under
severe criticism from different
circles for giving a wrong in-
formation and thus trying to
mislead the people about a sen-
sational murder,

Gayoom
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follow-up the decisions of the
Oth S C summit held in
Male last May. The Maldives
President will also brief the
Prime Minister about the pro-
posed SAARC summit sched-
uled to be held in Colombo in

July.

Eresidcnl Gayoom earlier
visited Sri Lanka to hold talks
with President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga, host of the 10th
SAARC summil.

After completion of his
Bangladesh visit Gayoom will
proceed to Bhutan.

The President of the Mal-
dives will hold official talks
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina tomorrow, He will also
make a courtesy call on Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed.

The President Shahabuddin
Ahmed will host a banquet for
the visiting President of the
Maldives tomorrow evening.

Gayoom will visit the Na-
tional Memorial at Savar and
hold a press conference prior to
his departure on May 1.

‘Displaced
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tured by the activists of BCL fol-
lowing a gunfight on Thursday
which left one BCL leader
killed.

An emergency meeting of the
DU Syndicate Frl:sttrday urged
the provosts of all residential
halls of the university to submit
lists of students displaced due
to the violent incidents in the
last few days, a DU press release
said.

Mob damages

From Page 1

The mob battled with police
as reinforcements arrived,
backed by a riot van. In the af-
ternoon, more people gathered
at the scene and clashed with
police. The clashes continued
till the evening when the rain
storm cooled the situation. Po-
lice arrested 35 people. The mob
also chased three press photog-
raphers, one of whom was hurt
when a brickbat landed on his
head.

Home Minister Rafigqul Is-
lam visited the school after the
situation was brought under
control. He sent an emergency
light to Sister Lurdsmary, who
was guarded by scores of riot po-
lice.

But police did not file a case
in this connection till 11:30
last night. Nor they would say
whether the arrested had been
formally charged with rioting.

Tension was prevailing in
the area.”A resident of the area,

Shamsuddin. said they would
resist any attempt to demolish
the mosque.

Mufti Mohammad Nurul

Amin, Imam of the Shahi
Mosque, told to The Daily Star
that local people rushed when
they were trying to demolish
the wall and cut trees on the
room adjacent to the mosque.

He said that in the after-
noon, people tried to remove the
debris. There had been clashes
between police and the people as
they tried to come out of differ-
ent lanes and bylanes hearing
the news.

The Imam claimed that po-
lice arrested people from the
mosque at 8 pm and hurled tear
gas shells inside.

Mufti Amin said the land be-
longed to the mosque, built at
least 900 years ago. It was reno-
vated 418 years ago by one Go-
lam Mostafa. whose Farsi in-
scription said that he renovated
it in Hijri 999.

—Star photo

U students

The provosts were also asked
to submit a list of the students
who had already returned to
their respective halls.

Meanwhile. on the second
day of the JCD-called four-day
strike at the Dhaka University,
only three classes were held.
The library and offices of the
university were kept open
though the students, officials
and employees did not turn up.

Some 15 students were seen
attending a class at the Arts
Building. Proctor of the univer-
sity Dr Nur-Un-Nabi took the
class. Two other classes were
taken by Prof. Saad Uddin and
Prof. Sahadat Alli, campus
sources said.

Almost all the students who
attended the classes belong to
the BCL, witnesses said.

JCD had called the strike
protesting “police action™ on
its procession in the city and
arrest of its president and some
other activists and capture of
Dhaka University Halls by BCL
activists.

The transports of the uni-
versity did not operate yester-
day during the strike hours.

JCD activists, however,
could not enter the campus
yesterday to enforce the strike.

BCL brought out a(f:mces—
sion on the campus and held a

rally at the Aparajeya Bangla '

premises.

The rally was addressed by,
among others, BCL General Sec-
retary Ishaque Ali Khan Panna,
DU unit president Bahadur
Beparai and DU unit general
secretary Abdul Wadud Khokon.

The speakers urged JCD ac-
tivists who are "bonafide stu-
dents” to come and stay in the
DU dormitories. They said that
there was no room for terror-
ists in the university.

Butcher murdered
in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 28: A young
man was murdered at
Pathanpara in the city today.

Police said. Rana, 24. a
butcher of Shaheb bazar, was
abducted by some unidentified
voungmen this morning from
his shop. Later his beheaded
body was recovered from beside
the river Padma this noon.

An uncle of Rana, Abdur
‘Rashid, has filed a case with Ra-
Wara thana in this connection.

o one has so far been arrested
for the murder.

Shahid confesses killing
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Monday morning.

Soon after the CMP handed
Shahid over to CID police at
about 10 pm Monday, he was in-
terrogated and then taken to the
spot of occurrence, Rahman's
residence at Gulshan.

A CID official said that the
accused described the whole
story, why and how he attacked
Shazneen. However, investiga-
tors were verifying Shahid's
statements.

“We cannot draw any conclu-
sion at this stage as there are
many more things to verify,”
said a senior CID official.

They said they needed more
investigation before recording
Shahid's judicial statement al-
though he confessed his in-
volvement in the killing.

The autopsy report said that
the victim was violated before
being murdered. The CID offi-
cials received the autopsy re-
port from the Dhaka Medical
College Hnsépital last night, CID
sources said.

According to Shahid's con-
fession to CID till yesterday, he

lanned to violate Shazneen.

eeping it in mind, he took the
knife from the kitchen and en-
tered Shazneen's bedroom
where she was alone.

Shazneen started shouting,
‘et out,’ as Shahid approached
her. He lorcibly caught her and
started stabbing her indiscrim-
inately with the knife as she
tried to free herself. He then
washed his blood stained hands
and the knife. .

Shahid told CID investiga-
tors that he stabbed Shazneen
in her bedroom. He left the
room as one of the house maids,

Parvin. saw him at that time,
CID sources said.

Later. he climbed a tree in-
side Rahman's residence. scaled
the cight-foot boundary wall of

the house and walked to the
Cantonment railway station.
He passed the night there

In the next morning, Shahid
reached anlﬁl by a local train.
Later he unknowingly boarded
a wrong train and travelled to
Mymensingh although he had

lanned to go to C lttagnnF,.

hen he asked the local people
at the railway station and
boarded another train for
Bhoirab.

At about 3:30 pm on Satur-
day, Shahid caught another
train at Bhoirab and reached
Chittagong in the evening.

Shahid told CID police that
he could not take any food for
two days as he had no money.
He begged five taka at My-
mensingh and had a bread on
Friday. Besides, in Tongi. he
washed his shirt which bore
stains of blood.

Shahid told police that his
pictures in newspapers evoked a
sense of remorse in him and

rompted him to surrender. He
Ead asked people at Chittagong
railway station to show him the
way to the Kotwall police sta-
tion. He then went to Kotwali
lice and surrendered. CID po-
ice quoted him saying.

Shahid also told CID that
while surrendering, he had
plotted a different story only to
save himself.

Meanwhile, CID investiga-
tors were also interrogating the
five servants at Rahman's resi-
dence who were earlier placed
on seven days' remand.

Bad loans taken
during BNP rule

were used in
share market: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said that the
bad loans granted during the
BNP regime had been used to
artificially boost the country's
share market, reports UNB.

Replying to a supplementary
of Mosharraf Hossain (BNP-
Barisal) during the PM's ques-
tion hour, Hasina said her gov-
ernment alerted the people
through radio and television to
the artificial upward trend in
the capital market.

She said during the five
years of BNP government, the
BNP people had taken loans
indiscriminately and plundered
bank money.

She added that after the fall
of BNP government on March
30, 1996, these money were sup-
plied to the capital market, re-
sulting in an unusual upward
trend of share prices.

However, effective steps are
being taken by the government
to overcome the crisis in the
share market, the Prime Minis-
ter said.

3 dacoits killed
as bus falls into

roadside ditch

COMILLA, APR 28: A Dhaka-
bound night coach fell into a
roadside ditch in Katherpool
area under Chandina thana in
the early hours of today, killing
three dacoits who were travel-
ling in the bus in the guise of
passengers, reports BSS.
passengers were also
injured in the accident.

Police said the accident oc-
curred at about 3.30 am when a
group of dacoits took control of
the bus and one of them was
driving it after overpowering
the driver.

One unidentified dacoit died
on the spot while two others
succumbed to their injuries at
Chandina hospital.

About 10 robbers boarded
the night coach at Chittagong
and started looting after the bus
crossed the Comilla canton-
ment.

The other dacoits escaped
soon after the accident.

Feni1 AL leader
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turning home in a tempo.

Police later recovered his
body at midnight from a pond
in Daudpur area.

The body had marks of bullet
wounds in the head and stab
injuries in the abdomen.

On hearing the news last
night, a Awami League ac-
tivists attacked and ransacked
the houses of Abdul Malek and
Omar Gani at Bhadadia village
in Sonagazi. They are report-
edly the supporters of opposi-
tion BNP.

The Awami ue support-
ers also abducted a BNP leader
and member of Dhalia UP Be-
layat Hossain this afternoon.
He was, however, rescued by the

lice and admitted to Feni

ospital in a critical condition.

Two people were arrested for
interrogation in connection
with Rezaul's killing.

Rezaul was laid to rest at his
family graveyard at Muktiganj
this afternoon.

CU gunbattle
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During four-hour clashes, at
least 50 rounds of gunshot were
fired and 40 bombs blasted. Po-
lice lobbed 40 tear gas shells to
disperse the groups.
Militant Chhatra Shibir ac-

tivists ransacked 18 rooms be-
longed to leaders and workers

of the Chhatra League and BNP-
backed Chhatra Dal.

The ransacking and looting
by the Shibir activists took
pram-. at Suhrawardi, Shaheed
Abdur Rob and F Rahman halls.
They also damaged the office
room of the Provost of
Suhrawardi Hall.

On the other hand, at least
eight rooms of Shahﬁlal and
Shah Amanat halls, belonging
to the Shibir leaders and work-
ers, were also damaged by the
Chhatra League activists.

About a dozen of rooms at
the dormitories were set ablaze
during the clashes.

Two teachers were report-
edly manhandled at the Arts

. Faculty area by the supporters

of the strike.

Police raided Shahjalal,
Shah Amanat. Suhrawardy and
Alaul halls of the universily
and recovered two LGs, two guns
and huge quantity of other
lethal weapons.

They arrested 14 outsiders
from the dormitories.

An emergency meeting of the
CU Syndicate with Vice-Chan-
cellor Abdul Mannan in the
chair requested the law enforc-
ing agency to reinforce their
strength and take stiff mea-
sures against the terrorists.

It also formed a committee
to probe today's incident.

Shibir activists later went
on I‘E‘I[Il[,}aﬁl_‘ at Chittagong Col-
lege, Chalkbazar and Chandan-
pur areas in the port city to
protest the university incident.

They damaged eight vehicles
and eight shops, said police who
resorted to lathicharge and
picked up five Shibir activists,

Gas ieakage at Sylhet
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Haripur gas field sealed the
leaks. "But it will take another
couple of hours to be sure
whether the evacuees should be
allowed to come back,” Newaz
said at 11:50 pm, quoting other
officials.

Manager of Lakkatura Tea
Estate Daulatul Islam had ear-
lier told The Daily Star that
some 5,000 workers and their
family members had run awa
from his garden and took shel-
ter on the premises of different
school buildings.

Our Staff Correspondent in
Sylhet reported that the num-
ber of people including workers
of the two tea estates, who fled
their homes and work places
would be over 30,000. The
places that were deserted were
Chowkidighi, Lakkatura bazar,
and airport areas.

All the fire tenders at the
Sylhet Divisional headquarters
rushed to the site and remained
stand-by.

Occidental officials in
charge of drilling at Jalalabad-I
well refused to give any details
of the incident and said, "We are
observing the situation, let's us
see (what happens).”

Only nine months ago, on
June 15 last year, a huge explo-
sion at Magurchhara under
Kamalganj thana of Moul-
vibazar district wrought havoc
in a well which was being
drilled by the US company. The
burnt-out site was sealed off on
January 9 last and was aban-
doned subsequently.

The US company, which has

18th BCS exam

results likely
next month

The results of the 18th
Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS)
examination are likely to be
gtsﬂglished next month, reports

A top official of the Public
Service Commission (PSC) yes-
terday said that they were final-
ising the results.

The PSC will recruit some

2140 officers under 21 cadre,

services this year.

The official said public noti-
fication for the 19th BCS will be
announced shortly after pub-
lishing the result of the 18th
BCS.

The Establishment Ministry
has suggested recruitment of
1529 persons for cadre services
under the 19th BCS examina-
tion.

He said that they were trying
to hold BCS examinations ev-
ery year.

A total of 72198 candidates
appeared in the prelimina
examination of the 18th Eﬂg.
Of them, 23,414 have qualified,
but 6400 were called for attend-
ing the viva voce examination.

Student politics
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against terrorists, she pointed
out that a section of political
parties demand release of the
terrorists, whenever they are
caught. Such practices can't
help curb terrorism, she added.
"Terrorists don't belong to any
political party, they've no polit-
ical affiliation.”

Amidst thumping of desks
by the Treasury Bench mem-
bers, the PM said. "My politics
does not depend on student or-
ganisation. We rely on the
strength of the people who voted
us to gl

All the BNP lawmakers rose
on their feet soon after the

uestion-hour was over, asking
or floor on point of order.

Given the floor, BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyvan termed the PM's pro-
posal for making educational
institutions terrorism-free a
very good one. "We'll definitely
extent our support to the PM's
move. But prior to doing that
she must get removed the armed
outsiders from the Dhaka Uni-
versity and ensure safe return
of the students, ousted by the
armed goons during the recent
trouble at the university.”

As Speaker Humayun
Rashid Choudhury switched off
Mannan Bhuiyan's microphone
for what he called the BNP
lawmaker's failure to formulate
his point of order as per rule, all
the BNP MPs staged an angry
walkout in protest at 12.08 pm.

They did not return to the
House until the session was ad-
journed at 12.50 pm.

been doing exploration work in

the Surma basin, has sub-con-

tracted German company Deu-

tag for drilling. Deutag started

drilling at Jalalabad-1 from the

first week of this month,

sources said. It was using T 78
Tig.
gﬁm expert hinted that only
negligence could cause such a

blow-out in a well drilled be-

fore. "Jalalabad-1 is a discov-

ered gas field and not an ex-

ploratory well. Scimitar had
done drilling here previously.
The geology, pressure, structure

and everything else are well
known here,"” the expert said.

"But a blow-out in this well
could be dangerous and could
far outweigh the impact of the
Magurchhara incident.” the ex-
pert said.

Under a controversial deal,
Scimitar had drilled the well in
late eighties. Another expert
also said it was highly unusual
for a 'workover well' to have
such an accident.

Nigel Hopkinson, the presi-
dent and CEO of Occidental
Bangladesh Ltd. also confirmed
late at night that the gas leak-
age was sealed and said people
had been allowed to come back
around midnight. "We had to ac-
tivate the emergency alarm be-
cause it was so close to the city,”
anklnann said.

‘At '?d:il 5 hthere tin..ras al}tunex-

ted discharge o . It came
gﬁi of the well %vhtrguﬁlere were
absolutely no reasons for such
an incident,” Hopkinson told
The Daily Star.

~ Last giraffe

From Page 1

port,” Curator Mohammad
Mahbubur Rahman said.

At around 1 pm, Zoo Officer
Noorjahan Begum said that the
animal was buried and its skin
sent to the tannery. Asked to
show where it was buried, she
said that it was a 'secret zone'.

But at the back of the Zoo's
animal clinic, workers were
seen digging soil to bury the gi-
raffe. Inside the clinic, others
were busy deskinning the ani-
mal.

Three giraffes were given to
the Dhaka Zoo as a gift by the
Kenyan government in 1989.
One was injured during the long
journey and died shortly after
arrival. The second one died in
1995 while tfie last one, havin
lived alone for three years, di
yesterday. In the wildermess, a
giraffe lives up to 30 years, Zoo
officials said.

The Curator said that the an-
imal would be buried in such a
way that its skeleton could be
retrieved for preservation.
None of the country's zoos now

has a giraffe.
Magurchhara
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is no more available there, said
sources adding, even the flow of
the stream has now been
threatened.

About 350 acres of forest
land in the area have been af-
fected due to the losion, the
officials said. Of the total af-
fected forest area, 100 acres
have been completely burnt.
Bamboo groves and valuable
trees like Segun, Mahogany,
Ekashira have been destroyed,
they said.

e World Wildlife Founda-
tion (WWF) is likely to conduct a
study in the area shortly, they
added.

"We are carrying out a study
on the environmental impact
and rehabilitation in the area,”
commented Hopkinson.

Like the Haripur incident in
the fifties, some land will be-
come completely barren where
no tree or plant will grow, envi-
ronmental experts apprehend.

The Forestry Department in
Sylhet formed a committee to
assess the environmental dam-
age two weeks after the blow-
out,

Following formation of the
committee, a date was fixed for
a meeting but the meeting was
cancelled subsequently. The
committee is yet to hold a meet-
ing since its inception almost
nine months back. The Forest
Officer who formed the commit-
tee was transferred to the Sun-
derbans within a month.

Magurchhara exploration
site under Komolganj thana of
Moulvibazar district was con-
tracted out to the Occidental in
Janu 1995.

The drilling well was sealed
on January 9 and was aban-
doned subsequently.
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