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Unprecedented
Porto

LISBON, Apr 27: Porto be-
came the first Portuguese club
in 40 years to win the champi-
onship four seasons in a row
with a typically efficient 3-2
home win over northern neigh-
bours Boavista on Sunday. re-
ports Reuters.

Before an ecstatic 50, D{}D
crowd, the "dragons’ wrap
up the title three games be!f)nre
the end of a domestic campaign
thf:g; dominated from the start.

orto have 74 points, 12
more than their nearest chal-
lengers Benfica who were held
to a 0-0 draw against lowly
Varzim on Saturday.

At the final whistle thou-
sands of jubilant fans headed
for the centre of the cily bearing
blue and white banners, the
colours of the club, to celebrate,
as car horns blared in triumph.

The club still have a strong
chance of doing the double be-
cause they are clear favourites

tﬂ heat E-r a in the l'inal of the
on Ma
Fur‘m. ne ing only a draw

to clinch the title, were clearl
determined to win their 17t
championship in style before a
packed house at Antas stadium.

The last club to win the
championship four times in
succession was Sporting Lisbon
between 1951 and 1954

Victory for Benfica on Sat-
urday would have assured them
second spot and a place in the
play-offs for the European
Champions' League next season.

Bayern inch
closer

MUNICH, Apr 27: Bayern
Munich, facing a must-win sit-
uation, beat Bayer Leverkusen
2-1 Sunday in a match more
one-sided than the score to keep
alive their title hopes in the
Bundesliga, reports AP,

The win pulled the defending
champions to within one point
of Kaiserslautern, who still
control the race because the
Otto Rehhagel-coached side has
a match in hand while Munich
has just two rounds left.

"We will try to win our last
two matches and hope Kaiser-
slautern lose. After all, Kaiser-
slautern were nine points clear
a few weeks ago,” said Munich
libero Lothar Matthaeus.

German national team
player Michael Tarnat blasted a

werful 16th minute free kick
rom 25 metres, while Italian
striker Ruggiero, Rizzitelli,
shook off two | kusen play-
ers to score the team's second
goal in the 49th minute.

Brazil's Paulo Rink kicked
in a short hopper on a cross in
the 83rd minute for third-
placed Leverkusen, who saw
thcir last ' hopes for a Champi-

:_FUE berth slip away with
a dism rformance,

"T'm $peechless. The players
knew what this match meant —
it meant everything,” said an
enraged Leverkusen coach
Christoph Daum.

Until Rink's unexpected
goal, which injected a few min-
utes of drama and hopes of an
equaliser before the whistle,
Leverkusen failed to erate a
shot on goal in the second half.

Kaiserslautern now have 63
points in 31 matches, Munich
g‘;; in 32 and Leverkusen 53 in

Kaiserslautern could again
put the pressure on Munich
when they face last-place
Arminia Bielefeld on Wednes-
day. A win would all but seal the
first title for a promoted team
in Bundesliga history.

Kaiserslautern stunned the
Munich players Friday, erasing
an 0-2 deficit against Borussia
Moenchengladbach when Olaf
Marschall headed in the 3-2
ga;lne-winner seconds before
en
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LINDATED, Apr 27 (Reuters/
AP): Morocco's French-born
coach Henri Michel has turned
round the fortunes of the
national team.

The north Africans have lost
just three matches since the
veteran Frenchman took over
in October 1995 and easily
romped through to the World
Cup finals in France despite
sharing the same qualifying
Emup with the highly-regarded

hanaians.

Michel, 50, is no stranger to
Lhe tournament. He coached
France to third place in Mexico
in 1986 and returned eight
years later as coach of
Cameroon in the 1994 finals in
the United States.

new found conlidence and in-

trocluced a new generation of in-
ternationals, who have been
quickly ﬁtlapﬁt‘.‘{i up by clubs in
Europe and the Middle East.

THON'S INJURY NOT
THAT SERIOUS

A torn ligament suffered by
German national team libero
Olaf Thon in a Bundesliga
match Saturday is not expected
to sideline him for the World

up. doctors reported Sunday.

e injury in the right ankle
occurred when Thon, who plays
for Schalke, went up [g
header in a 1-0 loss to Werder
Bremen. He is expected to miss
10-14 days.
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HADJI HAS NO
REGRETS

Mustapha Hadji could have
been playing in blue colours of
the French national team,

Instead the 26-year-old
flamboyant midfielder will go
to the World Cup finals carrying
the hopes of Morocco on his
shoulders.

Hadji turned down a chance
to plaﬁ' fnr the French under-21
team live years ago when he was
a rising star at Nancy.

It was a difficult choice for
Hadji, who had been born in
Morocco but raised from an
early age in the Lorraine region
of France.

But the lure of playing for

S port

Scene from the inauguration ceremony of Toulouse Stadium as a World Cup venue in the

southwestern French city on Apnil 26.

His previous African experi-
ence at the World Cup was a
painful one, Cameroon crashed
in the opening round at USA
‘94, though a lack of pre-tour-
nament preparation time was
probably the most significant
reasons for that.

This time Michel has spent
more than three years mould-
ing the Moroccan team for these
finals — their fourth.

Michel has give the team a

Thon, 31, has earned praise
for his play and emerged as a
key player on the national team
since coach Berti Vogts called
him onto the team earlier this
season for the second time.

Vogts, who immediately
turned control of the defence
over to Thon, had been dissat-
isfied with the performance of
the liberos who tried to replace
Matthias Sammer. Europé's
1996 player-of-the-year.
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Morocco in the finals in the

USA in 1994 proved stronger:

than the prospect of graduating
later in his career from the un-
der-21 team to the full French
squad.

It was a decision that Hadji
has had no reason to regret. He
is now going to his second
World Cup having given his own
career an international profile
that has seen him pla in Por-
tugal and now in ne1gzb0uring
Spain.

Chinks in champs' armour

. or o1 RIO DE JANEIRO,
Apr 27 (Reuters):
Brazilian soccer
[ans believe that a
fifth world title is
little more than a
formality for a team that boasts
players such as Ronaldo,
Roberto Carlos and Romario.

But Brazil's opponents can
take heart from the fact that the
defending champions have
learned little from the mistakes
made in the past.

-Over-confidence, a tenden
for players to negotiate clu
deals during the World Cup and
internal wrangling have all hit
Brazil during previous tourna-
ments and there are indications
that they could strike again in
France.

On paper, Brazil are clear
favourites, They have lost only
thn:: full lnternaunnaln sinte

;lf the World Cup in 1994,
cln-ck up a run of 15 consecu-
tive wins last year and their
:Im: up makes formidable read-
ng

And despite some ill- fatcd
attempts to vary their style and
make it more European over the
years, Brazil are still seen the
team capable of bringing an ex-
otic flavour to the World Cup.
Ronaldo is widely acclaimed

e dd e e

as the world's best player and.
after hitting a sticky patch at
Inter Milan and receiving criti-

 SIX NO TRUMPS

THOSE WHO DOUBLE SLAMS REACHED VOLUNTARILY
OFTEN REGRET (Hand # 25)

East
a8 KXXX

South (D)
48 :QJBX
vH:AX

¢D AKJXXX

vH: KQXX
s D: XX
4CKJIX

Bidding (Neither side vulnerable)
South West

1D* Pass

2D Pass

4NT Pass

6D Pass

Pass Pass

* Artificial

** Artificial, 13-15 HCP

for penalty.

The Play

North East
20 Pass
3D Pass
SH Double
Pass Double
Pass

The moment South found a fit in Diamond, he became ambitious and
checked Aces. East doubled 5 Hearts (a lead directing) and 6 Diamond

West opened 10 of Hearts, declarer played J from dummy and captured
the Queen with Ace. He inspected the dummy and faced with the
possibility of making the slam if an opponent could be found with 3-
carder King of Clubs. He therefore led a Club and went up with the Ace
and played back a small Club when the J appeared. Next he played Ace
of Diamond and entered the dummy with Diamond Queen. On the third
Club the King appeared from the East hand. Ultimately, the declarer
threw his loser in Heart on the fourth Club and surrendered a Spade for
th:cunu':ctumeDimddmhlnd

)

cism from his club president, he

now appears to be back to HIS—

best.,
He will be partnered in at-
tack by 1994 World Cup hero

Romario, who is now 32 but is#
still deadly in and around the
penalty area.

While it may be feasible to
mark one of the pair out of a
game, this simply creates more
space for the other. To kee
both quiet is a near-impossible
task.

Behind them is 20-year-old
Denilson, a player with the
speed and dribbling skills of an

d-fashioned winger.

Left-back Roberto Carlos,
who was runner-up to Ronaldo
in FIFA's player-of-the-year
awards last }(ear packs the
most lethal free-kick in the

ame and can put a swerve on

e ball that mystifies experts.

Coach Mnrin Zagallo also

Chang stoops
to Courier

JIM COURIER
ORLANDO, Florida, Apr 27:
Jim Courier, coming back from

an arm injury and a plungi 5
rankin beat top-seede
Michae Chang to win the US
clay court championship Sun-
day, reports AP.

The 7-5, 3-6, 7-5 victory was
an about-face from Courier's
plunge to 57th in the world.

Courier, a former world no.
1, also overcame an upset stom-
ach and cramps midway
through the third set, then
fought off three break points
that would have left ghang
serving for the match.

He won five straight points
to hold at 5-4 and then, leading
6-4, broke Chang with some
pinpoint service returns.
Courier won a tournament for

| the first since he defeated Mag-

nus Gustafsson in the final at
Beijing last October.

Courier, looking exhausted,
lifted his arms as the crowd
stood and whistled, including
many friends and relatives
from the nearby Dade City area
where he grew up.

He had his legs packed in ice
for a few moments before ac-
cepting the winner's trophy.

The win was worth 37,000
dollars, and will move Courier
from no. 57 to possibly as high
as 40 when the new rankings
come out Monday.

Chang, ranked 12th and the
tournament’s defending cham-
pion, continues to fade,

l'l'ff

boasts a unid qc r:cnrd in the
World Cup — he has taken part
twice as coach, twice as player
and once as assistant coach and
won the title on all but one oc-
casion.

Zagallo's priority, in a
country where wining the World
Cup is seen as an obligation, is
the title, rather than putting on
a show.

"l would rather win playing
ugly football than lose playing
attractive football.” he said dur-
in%nlast year's Copa America.
"Efficiency in football is based
on victories. Everyone wants to
win and I'm no different.”

It is a mark of Brazil's re-
markable strength that talented
players such as Barcelona
strikers Sonny Anderson and
Rivaldo, and Paris St Germain's
Rai are unlikely to even make
the Brazilian squad for France.

Brazil is easily the world's
largest producer of soccer tal-
ent, chu out top level glay*
ers seemingly non-stop. Hun-
dreds of Brazilians play abroad,
in countries ranging from Italy
and Spain to Finland, Japan,

Honduras and India, leaving

Zagallo spoilt for choice.
et Brazil have also shown
that they can be beaten.

They lost to Norway 4-2 in a
friendly last year and in Febru-
ary were am y eliminated
from the CONCA Gold Cup
after losing 1-0 to the United

Stﬂ(ﬁ?ﬂcﬁ are not convinced
that Zagallo's chosen central
defensive partnership of Junior
Baiano and Aldair is the most
secure, while Taffarel, who is
almost certain to be Brazil's
first-choice goalkeeper for the
third World Cup running, is
Seer as past his best.

The old story that Brazil
could be their own worst ene-
mies also rings true.

In past World Cups, cu-
larly in 1990, players have had
their attentions divided by
agents tr_ﬂn% to negotiate trans-

fers to new clu

This cuuld happen once
again, the Brazilian Football
Confederation (CBF) has said
that it will not ban cellular
phones, inseparable compan-
ions to most players, thus en-
abling agents to be in perma-
nent contact with members of
the squad.

In-fighting has often pursued
Brazilian World Cup squads
and with so many stars, it could
be a real threat once . One
local journalist described the
national team as a "cauldron of
vanities."

The atmosphere was not
helped by a hair-shaving inci-
dent during the Confederations'
Cup in Saudi Arabia in Decem-

ber.
A

A group of player led
Vlavio Conceicao and
Roberto ran through the team
hotel one night, burst into the
rooms of the other players and
shaved their heads using an
electric razor.

It was passed off as a prank
but several members of the

squad, such as midfielder
Leonardo and defender

Goncalves, were reportedly far

fromm amused. There is fear that
kind of resentment could resur-

' face in France.

N_al‘l snooker

(Ghosh moves
[ ] [ ]
Into semis

Narayan Chandra Ghosh of
Narayanganl[ Club, the national
No |, qualified for the semifi-
nals of the 14th national
snooker championship, defeat-
ing Amin Chowdhury of Dhaka
Billiards Centre 5-4 (52-45, 46-
21, 30-65, 44-34, 17-59, 39-66,
51-56, 62-28 and 50-28) in the
E)uarlerﬁnals yesterday at

haka Club Billiards room,
says a press release,

In another quarterfinal S H
Majumder of Dhaka Club de-
feated clubmate S Mahboob 5-4,
(50-15, 51-53. 44-32, 52-28B, 55-
%% 63-55, 39-52, 23-55 and 57-

Earlier in the pre-
final matches NC Ghosh [(NC)
defeated A Bari Chowdhury (EC)
4-3, Amin Chowdhu I\? (DBC) de-
feated clubmate Musleuddin
Ahmed 4-3, SH Majumder (DC)
beat Jason Salgoda (Cth C) 4-2,
S Mahboob (DC) beat SA Russel
(GC) 4-3, Quamrul Huda (DC)
beat J Karim (DC) 4-2, M Amir-
ullah (DC) defeated Anwar Hos-
sain (NC) 4-0, SM Sajjad (DC)
defeated Manik Das (NC) 4-0
and Mofazzal Hossain (GC) de-
feated Mizanur Rahman (NC).

The other two quarterfinals
between SM Sajjad and Mofaz-
zal Hossain an uamrul Huda
and M Amirullah were in
progress. The winners will meet
in today's semifinals.

The best of 13 frames final
will be held tomorrow at 11 am.

Statement of

the year!

MELBOURNE, Apr 27: Aus-
tralian leg-spinner Shane
Warne believes only Sir Donald
Bradman can be compared with
Indian batsman Sachin Ten-
dulkar in his present form, re-
ports Reuters.

Warne joked the thought of
Tendulkar could give him
nightmares after the Indian
batsmnan treated his bowling
with little respect.

"He was unstoppable,” Warne
said today after returning from
a tour of India ‘'and a one-day
tournament in Sh :

"I don't think anyone, be-
sides Bradman, is in the same
class as Sachin Tendulkar, he
is just an amazing player.”
Warne said.

Tendulkar has scored 1,130
runs in his past 12 innings
against Australia, includin
century in India's six-wicket
win in the final of the Sharjah
tournament on Friday.

Tll be guin% to hed having
nightmares Sachin just
running down the wicket and
belting me back over the head
for six.”

"It really is such a challenge
to bowl to him. He had one of
those series in which he coul-
dn't do un}rthmg wrong. Ev-

uarter

érything ' he '‘tried wurke:l" '

Warne said.

W arne waits to
know his fate

MELBOURNE. Apr 27: Aus-
tralian leg-spin wizard Shane
Warne will learn this week
whether a shoulder injury could
sideline him for six months,
reports Reuters.

Warne has avated an old
injury to his right shoulder and
needs {:ﬂrTEI:LWE surgery that
could force him to miss the tour
of Pakistan, starting in Sep-
tember.

Speaking to reporters toda
on his return from a tour to thg

sub-continent, Warne said: "the
worst scenario is six months
which means | will miss the
Pakistan tour, and the best sce-
nario could be six to eight
weeks."

Warne will visit a sp-ecialist
on Tuesday to assess the inj
local mcdia reported. Australia
are scheduled to play three
Tests durln% a tour to Pakistan
betwu:n late September and

arly November.

arme has been troubled by
soreness in his shoulder for thc
past 18 months.

He can no longer throw the
ball without pain and it is
feared Warne may have sus-
tained tendon damage while
fielding in a limited overs iIn-
ternational against  Zimbabwe
in India two weeks ago.

Real leading race
for 2nd spot

MADRID, Apr 27: Real
Madrid inched closer to secur-
ing the Spanish league's No 2
spot and a definite place in the
next Euro r:an hamp lnns
League despite only dra

against lcrw]y Merida on un-

day. rts AP. -
With just three rounds left to
play in the league, the draw left

Madrid in second place with 60 °

ints, two ahead of Athletic de
ilbao who drew 1-1 against
Er.rlta.

Celta now have 56 points as
do Mallorca and Betis, all still
contenders for the No 2 spot.

Madrid, however, may nnt
need to depend on the le
placings if they win the Cham
pions' Cup final against Italy's
Juventus on May 20.

FC Barcelona, who were pro-
claimed 1997-98 Spanish
league chamginn last week,
drew their 35th-round game
Saturday 1-1 against cit
neighbours Espanyol that left
them with 74 points.

No. 4 Mallorca lost to Betis
2-1 the same day.

Other 35th-round results
Sunday were: Compostela 3, Va-
lencia 1; Salamanca 4, S
de Gljun 0; Atletico de Madrid 2,
Tenerife 2; Zaragoza 2, Racing
de Santander 0 and Oviedo O
Valladolid 1.

Real Sociedad plays De-
ﬂc;rtlvu de La Coruna to finish

e rnund Monday.
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A priceless phenomenon

[ RIO DE JANEIRO,
' @_ Apr 27 (Reuters):
| From the breath-
rnanvcevse | less high altitude
comresvms=mt | of the Bolivian
Andes to the mud
and snow of 1 Moscow spring, it
seems that m:nthlmi can stop
Ronaldo scoring goals.

The world's best paild and
most feared player is set to ex-
perience his first World Cup in
France and claims he wants to
celebrate by breaking French-
man Just Fontaine's record of
13 goals in a single tournament,

naldo, who has scored 25
goals Iin 35 full international
appearances, Is the man
Brazil's opponents will have to
stop if they want to knock the
world champions off their
pedestal.

He can strike from almost

anywhere.

Inter

In a March friendly against
Germany. Ronaldo had barely
touched the ball until the hst
minute, when he raced through
the German defence and calmly
slotted home the winning goal,

In last year s Copa America
final against Bolivia, Ronaldo
appeared to have been suffo
cated by the high altitude of La
Faz, which lies at 3,600 metres
above sea level Hut he needed
only one chance, in the 79th
minute. to give Brazil the lead
{;1 ]El match they went on to win

And not even the appalling
conditions In snowboun:
Moscow could stop himn scoring
twice for his club Inter Milan in
April's UEFA Cup semifinal

match away to Spartak.

He has come a long way since
his childhood days when he lost
outl on a chance to join Rio de

iln’s Brazllinsuprﬂnu (L) faces .

sliding tackle from Juventus' Didier Deschamps during
their Serie A clash in Turin on April 26. Juve won the

match 1-0.

— AP/UNB photo

Janeiro club Flamingo's youth
tralnj’r_;g set-up because he could
not afford the train fare.
Ronaldo was eventually
picked up by Sao Cristovao, a
sinaller Rio club, before making
his professional debut for

Cruzeiro in 1993 at the age of
16,

Fifty goals in two seasons
%lltk]}" raised eyebrows around
e world, Huna]dn was sold to
Dutch side PSV Eindhoven in
1894, then moved on to Spanish
club Barcelona in 1996 and In-

ter Milan in Italy the following
year.

He made his national team
debut when he came on as a
substitute against Argentina in
a friendly in March 1994 and
scored his first international
goal the following month
against Iceland. Ronaldo was
included in Brazil's 1994 World
Cup squad but did not play.

For all this. Ronaldo has
had lean spells and suffered
some vicious criticism from the
ltalian media when the goals
temporarily dried up this sea-
son at Inter Milan.

In France, he will relish the
opportunity fo silence any re-
malning doubters for good.

Milan beat
MetroStars

VARESE, Italy, Apr27: Serie
A's AC Milan bcat US Major
League Soccer team New York-
New Jersey MetroStars 3-1
Thursday in an exhibition
match featuring a handful of
&' yers headed to this summer's

orld Cup, reports AP.

Filippo Maniero fired two
goals past MetroStars 'keeper

Inl%

Tony Meola in the o
eight minutes. Stﬂker
Kluivert, a mainstay uf the
Dutch national team, added the
hosts’ third goal in the 36th
minute,

Meola, the starter for the
United States at the last two
World Cups, is battling for the

third 'keeper spot on the Ameri-
can roster fqr ance "98,
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World Cup sz 98\.,

Cuh'upetitinn Infdfﬁiatibh,' Prizes-and Rules

Information

A. The Daily Star World Cup Quiz '98 is a series of competi-
tions on World Cup Soccer being held in France from June

10 to July 12, 1998.

oo

announcement.

Daily Star Sport Pages.
in The Daily Star.

I o mmo

There will be nine rounds of competition.
Each round will have a separate draw with attractive prizes
from the house of Transcom Electronics Ltd. as per

Participants of all the nine rounds will automatically qualify
for the Bumper Draw, which will have even bigger prizes.
For each round, sets of questions will be published in The

Names and addresses of all prize winners will be published

Winners will have to collect their prizes from The Daily
office after satistactory authentication of their identity.
Any taxes or levies, as per law, for all the above prizes will
have to be borne by the prize winners,

Prizes for Round Two

in The Daily Star. Photocopies or reproductions in any

oo AW

form will not be accepted,

Forms will have to be cut along the dotted lines.
Participants are to put a tick () mark in the box along-
side their answer to each question.

A person may send numerous entries.

Entry forms should be completed with a ballpoint pen.
Name, address, father's name and particulars of parici-

pants must be clearly written. Each entry form must aiso

© ®

bear the signature of the panicipant and date.
Incomplete forms will not be accepted.
Entries must reach the office of The Daily Star on or

before the closing date marked on the entry form. Late

entries will not be accepted.

10. Envelopes of entries must be clearly marked “Star Quiz 2.

Star 11

Dhaka 1205.

. Entries may be hand delivered or posted to The Daily
Star, House No: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmondi R/A,

12. Entries will be placed in a sealed box for the draw to be

Prize Nos. Item
1st One Philips CD Mini System 14
| 2nd One Sanyo Twin-Tub Washing Machine
3rd One Philips Rice Cooker
4th Ten 5 dozen Philips Bulbs The Daily Star.
5th 25 T-shirt and cap

Rules

1. Residents of Bangladesh are eligible to participate in Tha
Daily Star World Cup Quiz '98. Employees of The Daily 18,
Star and Transcom Eleotronics Ltd and their immediate
family members shall not be eligible to participate.

2. All entries must be submitted in the original form printed

held on a notified date in public in presence of invited
guests and Quiz participants, if any.
13. Winners will be decided on the basis of correct
entries drawn out from the box.
. Entering this Quiz competition shall be construed as the
respective agreement by each participant to abide by all
rules, instructions and guidelines as may by issued by

15. Any decision of The Daily Star in the concuct of the Quiz
competition/s including the answers selected as correct

shall be deemed final and binding on all participants >nd
shall not be called in question and/or challenged in any

manner whatsoever,

The Daily Star management, in their absolute dls-::ratlnn
raserves the right to amend, modify or substitute any of
the above rules and/or change or reschedule any and all
dates of the Quiz competitions under any circumslances.

Ends April 29, 1998

Tick ( v ) the correct answers

1. For World Cup '98, who was last to qualify?
2. The Final of World Cup '98 will be played at
3. Whois known as Brazil's "white Pele"?

4. 1974 champs Germany played Final against

5. Which one is Danish star Brian Laudrup?

- Iran

Paris

Zico

Holland

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms)

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Father'sname............
BOOTEEE - s o  a IR B R S B RS T

.......... Signature ..........

Write with a ballpoint pen in clear BLOCK letters.
Cut along the dotted lines and mail to-OR drop in the Quiz Box at The Duily Star.
You may send as many entries as you like. Envelopes of en‘ries must be clearly mar'ted “Siar Quiz 2. "

----------------------

|
; Telephone (if any)




