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Hasina tells partymen

Remain prepared for
highest sacrifice

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
her partymen to remain pre-

arcg for making highest sacri-

ces as they did in the past for
the development of the country
and ameliorating the sufferings
of the common people, reports
BSS. ,

Addressing Natore district
and different thana level lead-
ers of Awami League and its
front organisations at her Gan-
abhaban official residence. the
Prime Minister said since for-
mation of the government ef-
forts are being made to change
the fate of the people and de-
velop the country.

The Prime Minister, earlier,
heard with patience the opinion
of the district and thana level
leaders and thanked them for
making sacrifices to establish
the rights of the people. She
particularly noted with deep
appreciation the unprecedented
sacrifices of the leaders and
workers in the struggle for
restoration of democracy even
at the face of highest form of
oppression and repression of
the BNP regime.

The Prime Minister said be-
cause of the installation of the
pro-people government the peo-

le could exercise their right of
B‘anchise freely and in fair

SAARC information

ministers call
on PM

Leaders of delegations, at-
tending SAARC Information
Ministers Meeting, made a
courtesy call on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office in
the city yesterday, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister ex-
changed pleasantries with them
and wished that their stay here
during the two-day meeting,
would be pleasant.

The leaders included Indian
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ms Shusma Swaraj,
Pakistani Information and
Media Development Minister
Mushahid Hussain, SAARC
Secretary General Naeem U
Hassan, Nepalese Communica-
tions Minister Magant Thakur,
Sri Lankan Minister for Post,
Telecommunications and the
Media Mangala Samaraweera,
Director General of the Min-
istry of Information, Arts and
Culture of the Maldives Maizan
Ahmed Manik and Bhutanese
Charge d' Affaires in Dhaka Ms
Deki Penjor.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury and Minister of
State for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed were present on the oc-
casiorn.

manner. She referred to the
holding of union parishad polls
in an unprecedented [ree and
fair way.

The Prime Minister said
that the defeated forces in the
last election, were hatching
conspiracy to disrupt the pace
of development and democracy.
The prime ministér in this
connection said that estab-
lishment of democracy is the
sine qua non for development
and economic prosperity of the
country, She called upon the
leaders to thwart the conspiracy
of the vested forces to desta-
bilise the social order.

The Prime Minister told the
party leaders that because of
taking various pro-people mea-
sures and attainin and suc-
cess in different fields particu-
larly in the signing of ganges
water sharing treaty with India
and peace accord on Chittagong
Hill Tracts, the image of the
country had enhanced in the
world and the country is being
blessed with foreign investment
in a larger way. The nation
would soon start getting bene-
fits of those programmes, she
added.

The delegation was led by
Natore district Awami Leaﬁue
President Advocate Sajedur
Rahman Khan, General re-
tary Hanif Ali Sheikh and ex-
MP Momtazuddin.

Party general secretary Zil-
lur Rahman and central office
secretary Advocate Abdul Man-
nan Khan were present on the
occaslon.

Bahrain to recruit
skilled manpower
from Bangladesh

The Gulf State Bahrain will
recruit skilled manpower, in-
cluding nurses, from Bangla-
desh, reports UNB.

Labour and Manpower Min-
ister MA Mannan said this yes-
terday on his return to Dhaka
after a five-day official visit to
Manama.

The minister, who led a
three-member delegation, held
meetings with the Ameer,
Prime Minister, Labour and
Social Welfare Minister and
Foreign and Commerce Minis-
ters ol Bahrain.

Kamal Bali

retains title

CHITTAGONG, Apr 25: Ka-
mal Bali of Maheshkhali re-
tained the title of Jabbar Bali
Khela (wrestling-competition)
for the 4th consecutive time
beatin Abul Kashem of
Fatikchhari in a challenge bout
at Laldighi ground here today.
reports B55.

Pre-budget Roundtable

From Page 1
manpower.,”

Collecting revenue should
not be the main issue at stake,
said Abdul Awal Mintoo of
Bangladesh Association of
Banks. calling for a greater
thrust on generation of em-’
ployment through industriali-
sation. "We must decide on the
policy first. 1 think we are
mixing up everything.”

"Devastating™ suggestions,
as he called them, came from
Khondker [brahim Khaled, a
Bangladesh Bank deputy gover-
nor, to deal with revenue col-
lection departments.

He suggested drastic cuts in
rates and simplification of tax
paying procedures, which he
said could improve the situa-
tion dominated by dodgers.
"Let’'s try it. We have tried so
many things,” he said.

“We have to get rid of the in-
spector-Raj,” said A K M Sham-
suddin of Foreign Chamber,
borrowing from the Indian fi-
nance minister.

A notable presence was that
of a top trader from Moulvi
Bazar, the capital’'s wholesale
hub. Enayet Ullah gave a por-
trayal of the anomalous tariff
values of es.ential products,

—

which he said was only breed-
ing smuggling.

“*Not even 10 per cent of con-
sumption has been imported”
i1 case of cloves, whose tariff
value had been fixed at 2.5
times the price in the country of
origin, he said. "And if you in-
vestigate, you will find not a
single chhatak of cardamom
has been imported.”

Dr Zaid Bakht of BIDS, how-
ever, sought to dispel the com-
mon notion that high tariff was
behind large-scale smuggling,
citing his own study.

"Without giving necessary
incentives you cannot expect
development of industrial sec-
tor,” said Dr. Omar Haider
Chowdhury of BIDS. "Opening
ol the trade regime does not
mean withdrawal of all kinds
of support by the government to
domestic industry.”

Finance secretary Dr Akbar
Ali Khan called the budget a
“compromise document™ — be-
tween good and bad proposals.

"Farmers are underrepre-
sented in such forums,”
lamented Dr Rushidan I[slam
Rahman of BIDS., She said a
good growth in agriculture was
needed to “provide a base for
industrial prowth”,

The Qulkhwani of Shazneen
Tasnim Rahman, youngest
daughter of Mr & Mrs Latifur
Rahman, will be held today,
26th April, 1998 after Asr prayers

at House No. NE(J)4, Road No.
83, Gulshan-2. |

All relatives, friends and well-
wishers are requested to aftend
the Qul and pray for the

departed soul.

9 Rangpur Motor |

Sramik Union
leaders held
with arms

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Apr 25: Nine
leaders of the Rangpur Motor
Sramik Union including its
secretary Abul Kalam Azad and
Truck and Tank-lorry Union
secretary Rahmat Ali Sukra
were arrested last night at Ma-
hendra Nagar on charge of pos-
sessing arms.

The leaders were returning
to Rangpur from Lalmonirhat
by a microbus.

A police team led by a first
class magistrate reportedly re-
covered four revolvers, one rifle
and some ammunition from
their possession.

Meanwhile, ur District
Motor Sramik Union leaders at

a press conference here today '

termed their arrests a
conspiracy. They said the lead-
ers never carried arms with
them and demanded their im-
mediate release.

The arrested leaders of mo-
tor sramik union belong to
ruling Awami League.

Election to graduates’
seats of JU Senate

today

By JU Correspondent

Election of the registered
graduates' representatives to
the Jahangirnagar University
Senate will be held today.

Voting will take place at the
Jatiya Press Club in the city
and at the JU Teachers' Club on
the campus from 9 am to 5 pm.

Fifty candidates from two
panels are contesting for 25
seats in the senate,

Of the two panels, one is led
by former president of the Fed-
eration of Bangladesh Univer-
sity Teachers' Associations
Prof Khondaker Mustahidur
Rahman and the other is
jointly backed by JU Pro-VC

of Alauddin Ahmed and Prof
Mesbahuddin Ahmed.

Obesity greatly
increases risk
of asthma

CHICAGO, Apr 25: Harvard
researchers say a study of thou-
sands of nurses has provided
the first strong evidence that

obesity greatly increases the
risk nf developing asthma, re-
ports AP.

Even a little bit of fat in-
creases the risk, and obese peo-
ple — those who are roughly 35

er cent overweight — are at
east three times more likely to
develop the respiratory ailment
that afflicts millions of Ameri-
cans, the researchers say.

For years, doctors have been
aware of a connection between
obesity and asthma. But the
general assumption was that
asthma comes first, that pa-
tiernils were prone to putting on
weight because breathing prob-
lems limited exercise.

The new study was designed
to test that assumption, and the
results "puarantee that obesity
preceded the diagnosis of
asthma.," said the research
leader, Dr Carlos A Camargo Jr
of the Harvard Medical School
in Boston.

One outside expert, however,
said more study is needed.

The results will be presented
this week at the international
conference of the American
Thoracic Society and the Amer-
ican Lung Association.

Both obesity and asthma are
on Lhe rise in developed na-
tions. From 1982 to 1994, the
rate ol asthma rose 61 per cent
in this country, -

Ctg crackdown
From Page |

were kept hostage after abduc-
tion.

Many hide-outs are report-
edly available at Fatikchhari
and Raozan from where most of
the terrorists frequently come
to the city at the call of local
ringleaders to commit crimes,
sources said.

Police already arrested one
identified terrorist, Nasir, the
ringleader of Shibir-backed
Nasir bahini who hails from
Fatikchhari.

Nasir was arrested in the
city on April 6 by the
metropolitan police on receipt
of secret information after he
came here from Fatikchhari.

The home ministry had an-
nounced a reward of Taka
50.000 for giving information
aboutl Nasir.

Sources said, before arrest
Nasir moved at large in
Fatikchhari area, reportedly
having links with thana and
district police officials.

Some other identified ter-
rorists are also moving scot-
free at Raozan and Fatikchhari
having clandestine 'deals’ with
police, sources said. Those ter-
rorists were engaged in collect-
ing toll and other terrorist acts.

One of the identified terror-
ists who has hulgc monthly
earnings from tolls collection
and is implicated In over 20

criminal cases, has became
chairman of a union parishad
(UP) at Raozan, sources said.

Sources believe that some of
the identified terrorists, being
chased by police in the city,
have taken shelter in the hide-
ouls at Raozan and Fatikch-
hari.

Jayalalitha ca]med_ doWn |

by Vajpayee's envoy

NEW DELHI, Apr 25: A
trusted en of Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, sent to
southern India to talk to an an-
gry ally who could topple the
government, appeared to have
soothed her, AP quoting do-
mestic news agencies reported.

The envoy, senior Bharatiya
Janata Party leader Jaswant
Singh, met with Jayaram Jay-
alalitha for two and a half
hours today in Madras, 1,750
kilometres south of New Delhi,
the United News of India re-
ported.

Singh said the meeting was
very successful and the prob-
lems within the ruling combine
"are all matters of the past."
UNI said.

Jayalalitha triggered a crisis
in Vajpayee's one month old

overnment by insisting that he
re Commerce Minister Ra-
makrishna Hegde and Urban
Development inister Ram
Jethmalani, who she alleges are
charged with corruption. She
succeeded in having a third
fired after a member of her
party had to quit the cabinet be-
cause of charges.

Jayalalitha's demands have
set off public squabbling among
members of the 20-party rulir?
coalition led by Vajpayee's BJP.

Friday, BJP vice president Kr-
ishnan Lal Sharma appealed to
parties to resolve their differ-
ence in private. :
Talking to reporters after
the meeting, Singh said Jay-
alalitha had not raised the is-
sue of the dismissal of the two
ministers. She had also
to attend a meeting of coalition
partners in New Delhi, an indi-
cation that she had calmed
down for now, UNI said.

Singh made a similar trip
last month when d%yalalitha
threatened to topple ai]payce'u
government even belore he
could take the oath of office.
Jayalalitha has the support of
30 lawmakers Vajpayee needs
to win an:,é cu;hﬁdmce g:.

Then, Singh report r-
suaded Jayalalitha to ML{tﬁ‘;w
demands that the rival party in
charge of Tamil Nadu, which
she once controlled, be dis-
missed and that a politician
close to her be named finance
minister,

After general elections in
Febfuary and March, Vajpayee's
Bharatiya Janata Party
emerged as the largest party in
Parliament, but without the
majority needed to rule without
allies.

‘2 maids accuse Shajmid_

From Page 1
Eélladludul. for the murder, police
said.

Youngest daughter of
Transcom Ltd's Chairman Lati-
fur Rahman, Shazneen, 15, was
brutally stabbed to death al-
legedly after being sexually
abused in her bedroom at about
10:15 pm.

The Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice yesterday released a photo-

raph of the wanted man,
212'1-:-11'|i.:r]1.ll Islam alias Shahid,

Police also recovered a blood *

stained knife from near the
boundary wall of the residence
of Latifur Rahman yesterday.
Earlier, police recovered some
tissue papers from Shazneen's
toilet. Police said they sus-
pected that the tissue papers
were used for cleaning the sharp
weapon after the killing.
hazneen was a student of

class nine at Scholastica
School.
A police officer of Gulshan

thana yesterday said that they
were waiting for the autopsy re-
port of the victim from the
D};aka Medical College Hospi-
tal.

Gulshan police produced the
maids — Parvin and Minu, aged
between 22 and 25 — before the
CMM's court yesterday after-
noon. Later, they recorded their
confessional statements under
Section 164 of the CrPC, police
said.

Parvin in her statement said
that she saw Shahidul sitting

Student politics

From Page 1

The 59-member NCFEP was
formed after Awami League
came to power in 1996. Its rec-
ommendations are now under
scrutiny b{'(a special committee
and are likely to be placed in
the Jatiya Sangsad shortly.

In reply to a question on stu-
dent politics and teachers’ poli-
tics on the campus. the minister
said that these issues were of
national importance and any
action in this regard required
"consensus’ among the political
parties.

"Confrontational attitude in
national politics is often re-
flected among student organisa-
tions,” the minister said. He
agreed that academic activities
were often affected due to vio-
lence in student politics.

“Violence on the campus has
considerably been reduced dur-
ing the last one year and partic-
ularly prior to the killing at
Dhaka University on Thurs-
day.” he claimed.

on the body of Shazneen at
about 10:00 on the night of the
incident.

DMP's Detective Branch and
the CID were also separately in-
vcstigatinﬁ the brutal killing.
Senior police officials were in-
terrogating 16 le who were
picked up from Rahman's resi-
dence and some parts of the city
I'ullnwinF the murder.

A police team which raided
Shahidul's house at village
Bhangadurgapur under Moks-
edpur thana in Gopalganj
district and some other areas in
the village returned to Dhaka
yesterday morning.

Police said some other
teams of plainclothes lice
kept vigilance on dillerent
roads and walerways connect-
ing the city.

A DMP press release last
night urged the people to help
the law enforcing cies ar-
rest the alleged murderer.

The press release said any-
body having any information
about the whereabouts of
Shahid, son of Siddiq Mollah,
can contact the Detective
Branch Office, 36. Minto Road.

Ramna, Dhaka or phone at
9337362, 9337379, 413317,
413826, 419262, 410178,
413742.

Other telephone numbers for
contact are: Deputy-Police
Commissioner (North) at
9880072, Assistant Police
Commissioner (Uttara Zone) at
894160 and Officer-in-Charge,
Gulshan thana, at 600486,
610234.

L]
Baby girl found
L L
in dustbin

A new-born baby girl was
found in a dustbin near
Samorita Hospital in Pantha-
path area of the city yesterday
morning, reports UNB.

Police recovered the one-day
old baby after being informed
by the local people who found
her at about 5 in the morning.

Police sent the baby to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal where the authorities kegt
her in an incubator at the baby
room of ward number 11.

Hospital sources said one
Rabeya, 35, wife of a rickshaw-
puller Abul Kashem ol Agar-
gaon slum, has shown her in-
terest to take the girl and was
bearing the treatment expenses.

But no decision was taken
yet about the plea of Rabeya,
who remain without a child
even after 20 years of her mar-
riage.

SAARC TV network

From Page 1

Training Centre, and the
SAARC Media and Develop-
ment Fund.

Exchange of visits of media
personnel and journalists of
SAARC countries may be
strengthened, the Prime Minis-
ter said, adding we may con-
sider the exchange of radio and
television programmes.”

Hasina said free flow of in-
formation is very important for
regional development. The
seven SAARC countries can
achieve further development

through exchange of informa-
tion on agriculture, health, edu-
cation, industry, commerce,
tourism and culture.

The standard of living of
about 1.2 billion people of this
region could be improved fur-
ther through frequent exchange
of information and expansion

of mutual cooperation, she
added.
Mentioning the last SAARC

Summit in Male, the Prime
Minister said she had put for-
ward there a few suggestions,
including optimum utilisation
of human and natural re-

sources and increase of sub-re-

gional cooperation for lasting
economic growth.

There, she also suggested
taking up programmes for
poverty alleviation, removal of
child %(ahuur from mills and

factories, establishment of air
links between the SAARC capi-
tals, creation of regional coop-
eration to prevent child and
women trafficking.

She said SAARC has already
completed 12 years of its exis-
tence, now it is time to evaluate
the programmes and decisions
which the SAARC has imple-
mented so far.

"On the basis of this evalua-
tion, we have to formulate our
future strategies, we have to re-
view our success and failure”
the Prime Minister said.

She sald "From now on we've
to take preparation to face the
challenges of new information
technology of the coming cen-

turf. _

{asina called for taking a
fresh vow to remain united with
the SAARC spirit for mutual
benefit in the new century of in-
formation revolution.

SAARC Secretary General
Naeem U-Hasan said the pre-
sent meeting of the SAARC in-
formation ministers is taking
place at a truly historical junc-
ture when an information revo-
lution is radically altering the
world.

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed said the
media organisations of SAARC
countries have an important
role in achieving ‘the cherished
-goal of friendship, cooperation
and advancement.

Apr 21 hunger strike
Permission for
shifting 89 from
Ctg jail sought

CHITTAGONG, Apr 25: The
district administration has

sought permission of 1G. Police
for diate shifting of some
89 detenus from the Chittagong
jail.

They were marked for in-
volvement in creating troubles
inside the jail,
in huncig:r strike on t&rg 21,
:;] ormed sources told to-

ay.

FThe Deputy Commissioner K
M Habibullah has suggested
transfer of 89 inmates of the
jail on emer?ency basis.

Meanwhile, a three-member
committee with Additional Dis-

trict Magistrate Delwar Hossain
as its head was set up to probe

. the grievances of the prisoners,

including supply of unwho-
lesome food. e committee

its task today.

¢ prisoners went on a
hunger strike April 21, but
withdrew the strike the follow-
ing day on assurance of redress-
ing the grievances.

According DC K M Habibul-
lah set up the committee on
Alpril 23 to probe the grievances
ol the jail inmates.

Girl abducted on
way to exam
centre

JAMALPUR, Apr 25: An SSC
examinee was apped on her
way to the examination centre
in Melandah thana this mor-
ning. reports UNB.

Police said Parvin, 16,
daughter of Abdus Samad of
Tegharia village was kidnap
allegedly by one Shahin of
Chakda Charpara village in the
same thana in front of Thana
Health Complex at 9:30 am.

A case was filed with Me-
landah police.

Work on 132-KV
Bara Awlia-Comilla
power distribution

line going on

The Power Development
Board (PDB) is implementin
on an emergency basis the wor
of 132 KV power distribution
line from Bara Awlia in Chit-
tagong to Comilla to supply
more power to the national
grid. reports UNB.

The project, financed by PDB
itself, will cost a total of Tk
67.44 crore including a foreign
exchange component of Tk
35.55 crore.

When completed, the 140-km
single circuit distribution line
will be able to supply 60
Megawatt power, surplus in
Chittagong, to Dhaka and
Comilla regions through the
national grid, said a press re-
lease yesterday.

The construction of the line,
being implemented by local
contractor with local electric
pole and 132 KV capacity wire,
is expected to be completed by
the end of July this year.

Kashmir i1ssue
expunged from
proceedings

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof. Abu Sayeed, while
presiding over the working ses-
sion of the first ever SAARC
Information Ministers' Confer-
enice in Dhaka yesterday had
settled an issue instantly.

Talking to BSS he said the
issue emanated when Pakistani
Minister for Information and
Media Development Mushahid
Hussain Sayed had raised the
matter of Jammu and Kashmir
during the presentation of his
country paper at the working
session.

Indian Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting MS
Sushma Swaraj, drew the atten-
tion of the chairperson in this
regard and requested him to ex-

unge it from the proceedings,

" he said.

The chairperson, Prof. Abu
Sayeed, in this regard said that
any matter contrary to the
SAARC charter and SAARC
spirit would be counted as au-
tomatically cancelled.

"At this, the issue has been
settled instantly," he said.

DU tense

From Page 1

them in their dormitories. a DU
press release said.

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU), a left-leaning student or-
ganisation, at a press confer-
ence yesterday urged the uni-
versity authorities to take nec-
essary steps to avert further un-
toward incident on the campus.
Chhatra Union will bring out a
procession on the campus today
demanding restoration of aca-
demic atmosphere.

/NB adds: Police has tight-
ened security on the campus to
avert any fresh trouble.

About 2,000 police and BDR
personnel will be deployed on
the campus, police sources said
adding, the trouble makers will
be nabbed.

The sources said a list of the
"accused” JCD leaders and ac-
tivists who were "involved” In
Thursday's incident has been
prepared.

especially dur-

Don't take wrong decision

ey

in future polls: Khaleda

KISHOREGANJ, Apr 25: BNP
chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Be-
gum Khaleda Zia has called
upon the people not to take a
‘wrong decision’ in future elec-
tions as the government has
failed to run country on all

‘accounts, reports UNB,

“The present government is
not at all concerned about peo-
ple's sufferings, they are busy
making their own fortune ...
Country's d ment is being
retarded during the Awami
regime," she said.

Begum Zia was addressing a
big public meeting at Shaheed
Alauddin High School play-
ground at Pakundia thana of
the district after visiting some
tornado-ravaged areas. :

The opposition leader dis-
tributed relief materials among
the tornado victims in four
places of the thana. She also
visited the house of Zahur Alj,
who was killed in the April 21
tornado that swept over six
unions of Pakundia.

She told the public meeting
that the Awami League, which
came to power requesting the
people to give it one more
chance to serve them has ut-
terly failed to fulfill its election

| .

P TﬁBNF chief alleged that
Awami League is not a true
friend of the people as they
cannot stand beside them at the
time of their misery and crisis.

"But BNP is a people's party.
It shares both happiness and
sorrow with the P-coplm It wants
people's welfare,” she added.

he said the present gov-

ermment has failed to check the
price-hike of essentials, resolve
power, gas and water crisis, and
improve law and order situa-
tion.

Begum Zia said the AL gov-
ernment believes in tall talks.
“There is no development activ-

and all

ities in the country. The devel-
opment programmes under-
taken during BNP regime has
been stopped,” she alleged.

Giving a grim picture of the
22-month rule of Awami
League, she said, it could not en-
sure people's right to food.
common people are virtuall
starving amid price spiral,
mills and factories are being
closed one after another, stu-
dents' studies are being ham-

ered due to frequent power
ailure.

She said farmers are not get-
ting fair price of their products
while workers are jobless due to
closure of mills and factories.
People have become frustrated

with the misrule of the govern-
ment.

~The BNP Chairperson said
the ruling party has made the
parliament its 'political office’
eged that the Speaker's
role like that of a party presi-
dent in the House.

‘The Speaker is reluctant to
give floor to the BNP lawmak-
ers to speak for the people.”.

Turning to the CHT accord,
Begum Zia urged the people to
prepare for a movement if it is
implemented.

She also called upon all na-
tionalist forces to I?L?ild up a
united movement to oust the
‘anti-people’ government. |

Presided over by Pakundia
thana BNP convenor Mop-
hammed Idris Ali, the meetin
was also addressed by Maj (Rtd) -
Akhteruzzaman, MP, Habibul
Islam Bhuiyan, Bazlul Karim,
Alamgir Shahjahan Reza, Ad-
vocate Fazlul Kabir and"
Jalaluddin Ahmed.

Earlier, Begum Zia visited
the affected areas of Pakundia,

Gurudia, Hushindhi, Char-
faradi, Egaroshidhu and
Pakuabhanga.

4 killed in Fen1
road accident

FENI, Apr 25: At least four
people were killed and 30 in-

jured when two night coaches

collided at Devipur on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway
early today. reports UNB.

'1%11'&2 of the dead were iden-
tified as Masud, 25, of Comilla,
Masud, 32, of Faridpur and Sid-
diqur Rahman, 33, driver of one
of the coaches. -

Police said the Chittagong-
bound coach from Dhaka
slammed another coach coming
from the opposite direction at
about 5 am leaving one person
dead on the spot.

The three others succumbed
to their injuries at Feni hospi-
tal.

Of the injured. seven were
admitted to the Feni Sadar
Hospital while nine to different
private clinics. Conditions of
Ali Ashraf , 28, Litu, 30, Amir
Hossain, 20, Minto, 30, Nasir,
32, Abdul Mannan, 50, and Ja-
mal, 30, were stated to be criti-
cal.

A case was filed with police.
Both the vehicles were seized.

Black soil being

used as fuel

RANGPUR, Apr 25: Black
soil being widely used as fuel by
villagers at Balapara in Tara-

anj thana of the district have
E;f-f-n sent to the central labora-
tory in Dhaka for test, reports
UNB.

The TNO of the thana asked
the villagers to stop digging for,
what they call 'Kalamati' before
sending samples to find out it
there was coal deposit beneath
the surface.

Since last one year, a large
number of people have been us-
ing the soil from the area as
cooking fuel. The demand has

crealed a market where truck
loads of the soil were being sold
as coal between Tk 300 and 70
per truck.

Local leaders demandin%ex-
traction said they believe a huge
deposit of coal would be found
beneath if drilling work was
undertaken immediately.

Shazneen’s Qul

From Page |

All relatives. Iriends and
well-wishers have been re-
quested to attend the
Qulkhwant and pray for the de-

i parted soul.

Jt meet of BNP

CIty unit today

By Staff Correspondent

A joint meeting of the Dhaka
city unit of BNP and its front
organisations will be held at 5

m today at the central office of
uktijoddha Dal in the city.

Presidents and convenors of
all thana units and front organ-
isations of BNP and ward
commissioners backed by the
party have been requested to
attend the meeting, says a press
release.

Gas pipeline
From Page 1

Now, a committee has been
formed at the Energy Ministry
to look in to the issue. This
committee had taken statement
from the Chief Inspector of Ex-
plosives. The Chief Inspector
also explained his position to a
Director General of the Prime
Minister's Office.

High officials of Petrobangla
and Energy Ministry have been
putting pressure on the Chief
Inspector to arprmre the test.

Petrobangla told the Chief
Inspector that it would be the
"guarantor” of the pipeline test-
ing. But when the Chief Inspec-
tor wanted the guarantee in
writing, Petrobangla declined.

Sources said that the Chief
Inspector suggested all of them
that either the gas safety rule
has to be amended by the par-
liament or the authorities must
issue a written order for signing
the certificate. Otherwise, he
said, the foreign company must
test the pipeline again.

Cairn is hesitant to test the
pipeline again as it involves a
cost of 2.5 million US dollars.
But it may agree to lesl it again
to end the stalemate.

Discovered in January '96,
Sangu gasfield has been devel-
oped in a record time. To de-
velop this field. Cairn had
brought in investment partners
Brown and Roots and Shell Oil.
Brown and Rools is responsible
to Cairn for setting up a gas Fm—
cess plant, pipeline, gasfield
platform and other infrastruc-
ture, but is not accountable to
the government as per the Pro-
duction Sharing Contract (PSC)
on this gasfield.

From late last year, Petro-
bangla and Cairn has been
disagreein% over an escalated
budget for Sangu. These remain
to be solved.
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