14 The Buily Sr

Iformatzaion: The SURC Seenari

From Page 13

Table 2 (Infrastructure dimension - Media)
(Dally Newspaper Circulation, Radio and Television density in SAARC countries)

Media DAILY NEWSPAPER RADIO TELEVISION
Circulation per 100 people Receiver per 100 people Receiver per 100 people
Country
1 2 3 L 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1980 1985 1990 1992 | 1980 1985 1990 1993 | 1980 1985 1990 1995
Bangladesh § 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.8 1.7 4.1 4.5 4.7 .09 .26 49 .07
Bhutan 0.6 1.3 1.6 1.7

India 2.1 2.6 3.1
Maldives 0.6 0.8 1.2
Nepal 08 08 08
Pakistan 1.2 1.1 1.5

Sn Lanka 3.0 2.4 3.2

3.1 3.8 6.5 7.9 8.0
11.8
0.7 2.0 2.7 3.4 3.5

1.8 4.4 10.3 11.6
0.6 6.4 8.3 8.7 9.1

5.7 9.8 15.8 19.7

20.1

44 1.3 3.2 6.1
0.7 1.7 24 4.0

2 18 0.3
1.1 1.3 1.6 2.2
2.4 2.8 .3.5 6.6

In daily newspaper circula-
tion per 100 people, Sir
Lanka leads the SAARC
countries (5.7) even though
it s far behind the mini-
mum standard (10.00) set

by the Unesco in 1962. In
the case of Pakistan,

Bangladesh and Napal the
figures are very low.

Regarding radio penetra-
tion (i.e. receivers number
per 100 people) Sri Lanka
again tops the list (20.1 per

100 people) followed by

Maldives (11.8). The other
SAARC members are not

even in a positlon to reach
the double digit figure. The

Unesco standard is 5 radio

recelvers per 100 persons.
Regarding television, the

SAARC countries are well
below the world average
(22.8 per 100 person). In
this case, Bangladesh and
Nepal even do not reach 1

per 100 persons.

Table 3 gives us the picture
about telecommunications

dimension of Informatiza-
tion. Telephone density l.e.,
the main telephone lines
per 100 people Is an Im-
portant indicator of In-
formatization. The tele-
phone lines average for Asia
is 5.38 per 100 people and

for the world is 12.4 per
100 people. As shown In
table 3 all the SAARC coun-
tries except Maldives are
well below the average for
Asia. It is observed from the
table that Indila and Pak-

Table 3 (Infrastructure dimension - Telecoms.)
[Telecommunications Scenario and Their Projections for the year 2000 of SAARC

Countries]
Telecom | Telephone Penetration Rate and its Projections for year Cellular, paging and International
dimension 2000 Telephone Traffic
No per Projected Estimated Estimated | Cellular Radio International
100 No. per 100  investment per year tele- paging outgoing tel.
people people 1996-2000  investment | phones per 100  traffic (minutes
2000 2000 USS (mil) USS (mil.) per 100 people  per person) 1995
Country people
1 2 3 4 5 7 8
Banglade<h 0.24 0.26 80 16 0.2
Bhutan 0.62 0.73 14 3 05
India 129 2.78 24,441 4,888 0.01 0.02 0.3
Maldives 5.67 11.13 25 2 0.37 126
Nepal 0.36 061 103 21 06
Pakistan 1.64 362 4,856 9N 0.03 . 05
Sni Lanka 1.11 181 209 42 0.33 0.12 ' 15

istan have crossed Sri
Lanka In this respect. The

current projections show
that by the year 2000 Mal-

dives, Pakistan and India

will substantially Increase
their lead over Srl Lanka.

Cellular telephone density
and radio paging density
have emerged very vital In-
dicator of the infrastructure
dimension. Table 3 shows
that the data for interna-

tional outgoing telephone
traffic (minutes per per-
son)-another indicator of
informatization do not give
any good picture for the
SAARC countries (except

Maldives). _
Computerization Is a closely

related indicator of in-
formatization. Telecommu-
nication and computeriza-
tion have a mutually causal
relationship with country is
economic development,
Table 4 gives us the esti-
mated number of computer
as well as computer & In-
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ternet density, I. e. com-
puter per 100 people for
the SAARC countries. The
world average for this Is
4.23 and for the Asia is
1.23. It is to be mentioned
that the information tech-
nologies like telecommuni-
cations (telephone, cellular,
paging, telex, international
telephone traffic etc.) and
computerization liked with
electronic media are the
main feature of the present
day digital age. TV and the
computers are in the pro-
cess of merging now. This
has Indeed turned the con-
cept of 'global village' Into
'global family’. This indica-
tor thereby carries a special
significance In measuring
informatization l.e. quality
of people, level of informa-
tion technology and their
penetration as well as
economy. In comparison to
other parts of the world the
SAARC countries’ achieve-
ment for these is not that
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to be reflected in the mass
media which ultimately
reinforce the awareness of
the people regarding their
rights and duties to the
socleties and consequently
it will help them to
achieve a better life. If
there Is Imbalance in do-
main of communication
domestically we could
hardly expect justice and
balance in regional as well
as International field of
communication. One of the
most contributing factors

for betterment of the
communication Is the de-

velopment and protection
of truly democratic institu-
tions at local, national and

multilateral levels.
In view ol the realities and

challenges, In the mass
media activities in the
South Asian countries,
there Is a need for promo-
tion of social values and
pragmatism within soclety
as well as to maintain in-
ter-societal links. There is

also a need lo comprehend
the popular perceptions of

the societles and articulate
them. To promote media
professionalism in the re-
glon it Is recommended
that the newsmen and the
professionals of the SAARC
countries should be ex-
empted from visa restric-
tions while travelling In
the countries of the region,
There is a vital need to
promote and exchange
newspapers, magazines,
and printed as well as au-
dio-visual materials. Mass
Communication and Medla
Education need to be In-
cluded In the curricula and
educational programmes

introduced in colleges and
universities. The govern-

ments of the SAARC region
should provide resources
and promote exchange of
experts In the fleld of
Journalism as well as mass

communication for devel-
opment and better under-

standing among people. All
these will lead to adequate
flow of Information result-
ing in better understand-
and spirit of coopera-

n and collaboration.

mentionable.
Regarding economy di-

mension it is to be ob-
served that the data on In-
formation economy, I.e.
share of primary informa-
tion workers (percentage of
information workforce in
the total labour force) Is not
easily available. Inspite of
the absence of economic
scene, the people and the
infrastructure dimensions
provide a sufficient profile
of the degree of informati-
zation In these countries. It
Is found that as the highest
scorer on literacy Sri Lanka
can become the winner to

formulate an Information
soclety vision. Maldives,

Pakistan and India despite
the latter two's weakness
on people dimension can
beat Sir Lanka in

gion’ to become the infor-
mation gateway to Asia at
the turn of this century.
They can thus generate
multiplier effect in the

process of economic devel-
opment throughout this

region.
Today we are just living in a

new communications envi-
ronment which s called
digital age. In this new en-
vironment of technological
hybridization the issues,
ideas, elements and the
sharing are mixed and over-
lapped among the nations
so largely that we can't
keep ourselves isolated ex-
cept as labels of identifica-
tion. Any innovation that
happens in America today
cross U.S border faster

than the physical move-
ment of the Innovator him-

me so profoundly that at
the moment [ thought
could this scenario be hap-
pened in our parts of land?’
Very recently, of course, it
has happened in Ireland
o, So, it is media vis-a-vis
communications that can
sensitize and mould peo-
ples’ mind even for such a

peace searching mission.
Informatization that deals
with people, communica-
tion IiInfrastructure and
economy has to be looked
at technically, structurally,
politically, economically,
ideologically and soclocul-
turally. No single nation can
remain Isolated or advance
independently in today's
world environment. There-
fore, it is time to join our
hands together to face the

Table 4 (Infrastructure dimension-Computer/Internet)
[Indicators of Computerization : Penetration of PCs and Internet in SAARC Countries.]

Computer/inter Estimated personal Intemet
net Indicator Computers .
Total No. per Total No. of Hosts per | Total estimated Users per
Country (.000) 100 people hosts million people users million people
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1995 1995 1995 1995 1995 1995
Bangladesh
Bhutan
India 1,200 0.13 788 0.85 10,000 10.76
Maldives 3 1.23
Nepal 19 0.87 185 8.44
Pakistan 155 0.12 17 0.13 160 1.23
Sri Lanka 20 0.1 6 0.33 60 3.27
telecommunications front self. On the other day I had challenges of communica-
by the year 2000. a sharing with a British. He tion technologics and thus

Bangladesh and Nepal can

[ollow them too. We have
seen that some countries

with ‘fertile spot’ (As for
example-Bangalore In In-
dia) is leapfrogging Into
‘cyberspatial heights' In the
global Information soclety.
‘Cyberjaya’ another ‘fertile
spot’ in Malaysia Is an excit-
Ing example, which has a
vision of Informatizing the
nation by 2020 through its
Multimedia Super Corridor
(MSC). The SAARC coun-
tries can think together to

was [from Northern Ireland.
While discussing media and
other soclo-political issues
of our two countries he was
found to be so influenced
and so impressed about the
Peace Treaty in CHT of
Bangladesh which he saw

on the TV screen in his
own house. IL was possible

because of the Information
technologies. He described
his feelings in the way—
‘When | saw the telecast of
surrendering of arms In ex-
change of white roses by

. the CHT rebels it stroke

accrue their blessings.
SAARC emerged with the
spirit of cooperation—now
SAARC should go with in-
fusing and expanding this
spirit for the search of
peace and advancement
through adopting informa-
tion technologies during
these days of new commu-
nication environment.

(Data Source-Media | Asla

1997 vol. 24, No. 4. AMIC,
Singapore)
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