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Over 100 Ctg
jail prisoners
refuse tood,
stage protest

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 21: A
section of prisoners in Chit-
tagong jail staged a demonstra-
tion and refused to take meals
today demanding adequate fa-
cilities, police and jail sources
said.

Police said that 111 prison-
ers, mostly BNF activists, also
chanted slogans to protest the
authorities’ decision to keep
them in two particular cells in-
stead of allowing them to stay
with other inmates.

The agitating prisoners de-
manded cancellation of the de-
cision.

Police and jail sources said
the pro-BNP prisoners were
kept isolated in S and J block
cells to avert any clash with the
Fnsuners belonging to rival po-
itical parties,

Failing to tame the agitating

risoners, the jail authorities
ater called in a large contin-
gent of police force who cor-
doned off the jail premises.
Later magistrates and other
administration officials went
to the jail and brought the situ-
ation under control.

They forced the agitating
grésﬂuners to enter the lockers at

Tight Security measures
have been taken in and around
the Chittagong Jail.

Social Science
part-1 held
with new set
of questions

CHITTAGONG, Apr 21: The
Social Science 1st paper of the
S5C examinations was held in
the district today with new set
of questions cancelling all

three previous sets, reports
UNB.

The Chittagong Education
Board earlier sent the new set of
question papers to the district
and thana treasuries last night.

The authorities decided to
hold the examination with new

set of questions on receipt of ev-

shage "ot
question papers, the Board
sources said.

They said additional three

sets o él]u::slinn papers were
};epl ready to face any eventual-
ity.

The administration is yet to
take decision on the examina-
tions already held with the
"leaked out" question papers.
Sources said a meeting was held
today and a decision would be
taken within a day or two.

On Monday morning, police
arrested two SSC examinees of
Baraiarhat School in Mirsarai

See Page 12 Col 1
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Speaker’'s ruling in Jatiya Sangsad

Swapan, Alauddin won't

lose JS membership

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury ruled in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday that the two
BNP lawmakers — Hasibur
Rahman Swapan and Dr
Alauddin — did not lose their
membership for joining the
Awami League government.

The ruling came 43 days af-
ter BNP raised the issue in par-
liament, claiming that the two
MPs lost their membership for
"crossing” 'the floor.

The House witnessed pin-
drop silence when the Speaker
read out his two-page ruling. As
soon as the ruling was over, the
BNP lawmakers sprang on their
feet to protest it. Failing to get
the floor, they staged a noisy

By Staff Correspondent

walkoul, terming the Speaker's
decision "illegal”.

Returning to the House after
10 minutes, some of the BNP
legislators tried to speak on the
‘ruling’ but the Deputy Speaker,
then in the Chair, referred to
articles 301 and 302 of the
Jatiya Sangsad Rules of Proce-
dure that bar any discussion on
a 'ruling’ by the Chair.

Dr Alauddin was present in
the House while the ruling was
pronounced but Hasibur Rah-
man Swapan was absent from
there. Alauddin left the House
when the BNP members started
shouting against the Speaker's
ruling.

Swapan joined the govern-

ment of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina as Deputy Minister for
Industries on February 2 while
Dr Alauddin joined as State
Minister for Water Resources
eight days later.

BNP expelled both the law-
makers for “violating party
discipline” the same day they
took oaths of office.

In his ruling, the Speaker
mentioned different articles of

the Constitution as regards va- -

cation of the seat of an MP and
said that those were not appli-
cable in the cases of the twao
BNP lawmakers.
The Tuling also referred to
the legal points raised by BNP
See Pape 12 Col 6
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Corruption cases against BNP men

Investigation on, none

will be spared: PM

By Staff Correspondent

The government has filed 69
cases against the BNP leaders,
including former prime minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia, on
charges of corruption commit-
ted during the tenure of the last
BNP government.

Disclosing this in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday, Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina said, of the
cases, one was filed against her
predecessor while 17 against
the ministers and advisers in
the past BNP government, one
against the ex-Speaker and 11
-against former and present MPs
of the party.

Chargesheets had been sub-
mitted in nine of the cases
while FRT has been submitted
in one case, she said during her
weekly question time in the
parliament. In another 10 cor-
ruption cases, she added, inves-

ti att;.:nl] rcEﬂnl:tsl have been
submitted while the High Court
'ntayud'?ge“ cﬁﬂ_ﬁ%ﬂ%"ﬁﬁn

three other cases. The remain-
ing 46 cases were being investi-
gated, she said.

Repl to a supplement

uesu%l%réﬁt PM tumjthe Hmilg
that the Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion which was made non-func-
tional by the successive gov-
ernments, specially that of
BNP, was being made opera-
tional, "But it is not as effective
as it is supposed to be", she ob-
served.

Sheikh Hasina accused Be-
gum Zia, her son Tarek Rahman
and brother Sayeed Eskandar
of misappropriating crores of
taka they tmﬂ from the banks.

"All  those corruption
charges are being investigated

!

The Pri_ Mnister at Ja-
tiva Sangsad yestenday.

and none would be spared.” the
Prime Minister warned.

Speaking on the difficulties
of investigation,
Hasina informed the House that
many documents were burnt
and removed when the fall of
the BNP government became
imminent.

To another supplementary.
the PM said the authorities
were also probing into misuse
of the PM's Relief Fund, dis-
tributed among the party MPs
during the BNP rule. Many
cases were filed against the then
ruling party MPs in this con-
nection, she added.

See Page 12 Col 8
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PM's question hr

BNP MPs stay
out of House
again

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP lawmakers
again did not attend the Prime
Minister's question time yes-

terda!y_

Of the six starred c}uestlﬂns
for the PM vesterday. four were
by the BNP lawmakers and one
each by Awami League and
Jatiya Party MPs.

The BNP legislators walked
out of the House after the PM's
question time on March 25 as
no starred question of the party
MPs were selected for the PM on
that day.

However. the Speaker al-
lowed three BNP MPs to ask
supplementary questions to the
PM on that day when the Prime
Minister pointed out there was
no question for her submitted
by the BNP members.

The BNP legislators also re-
mained absent from the House
during the PM's guestion time
6fi the  following Tuesday
(March 31] when one BNF MP's

aucstiun wasg chosen for the,
PRf : :

Sexagenarian
raped in Sylhet

SYLHET, Apr 21: A sexage-
narian widow fell victim to a
gang of rapists at Chhatak here
on Sunday night, police said,
reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Rangamala Begum, 60, a street
beggar.

Police arrested one Abdur
Rahim of Dowara Bazar thana
and Akkel Ali of Chhatak
thana in this connection. The
miscreants also cut off one of
the hands of Rangamala and
left her blood-stained.

_R&H Ssector to be declared

industry for pvt investment

The government is likely to
declare Roads and Highway -
tor an lndustr_}r, acilitating
participation of private in-
vestors, according to officials of
the communications ministry.

The World Bank (WB) has al-
ready allocated 225 million US
dollars to encourage private
sector involvement in the con-
struction of roads and high-
ways, power generation and
setting up of telecommunica-
tion services in the country.

The Roads and Highways
Sector will probably be the first
among all others to come up
with pmriects to utilise the
money already sanctioned by
the ." said an official of the
communications ministry.

By Mizan Ali :

Involvement of private en-
trepreneurs in this area has so
far been limited only to con-
struction services carried out
on the basis of fixed price con-
tract. ;
"Private sectlor involvement
in infrastructure development
is envisaged on a build-operate-
transfer (BOT) basis which has
already been put into operation
in South Asian and South-East
Asian countries”, he added.

An attractive package will be
offered by the government to
ensure that individual projects
are made financially viable and
that adequate support is pro-
vided to the entrepreneurs for
the BOT mechanism, the min-
istry official said.

"Once the BOT system is put
into operation the private sec-
tor will participate in construc-
tion of roads, highways, fly-
overs and bridges." another of-
ficial of communications min-
istry said.

The BOT projects would be
identified on the basis of traffic
generating capacity, lower op-
erating costs, [aster journey
times and greater convenience,
useful and valuable public ser-
vice and commercial viability,
he added.

"Private sector participation
is expected to encourage addi-
tional financial, technical and
managerial resources, greater
efficiency and expertise besides

See Page 12 Col 7
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Even light rainfall causes waterlogging in roads in the city's Babu Bazar area for lack of

drainage facilities.

—Star photo
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Speaker’s ruling
unfair;: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition BNP yesterday
denounced the Speaker's rulin
on parliament membership o
Dr Mohammad Alauddin and
Hasibur Rahman Swapan.

Addressing a press briefing,
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Badruddoza
Chowdhury said, "the Speaker
has given the ruling beyond his
jurisdiction and under the in-
fluence of the government.”

Attended by Opposition
Chief Whip Khandakar Delwar
Hossain and BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, the press briefing was
held at the Opposition lobby in
the Sangsad Bhaban yesterday
evening.

Badruddoza Chowdhury said
as his partly did not believe in
the idea of a consensus govern-
ment, the two MPs who joined
the consensus government,
went beyond our party's stand
and can no longer remain law-

See Page 12 Col 4

By Naimul Haq back
from Gaibandha

Inadequate medicare facili-
ties and shortage of doctors
were responsible for the recent
deaths from liquor poisoning at
the Gaibandha Sadar Hospital.

This view was expressed b
the district administration of-
ficials, the Pourasabha chair-
man, local political leaders and
the elite of the town while
talking to this correspondent
during his visit there.

"It is very sad that despite
having a so-called modern
hospital, we lost so many lives,"
a political leader said.

"Many patients had to be
sent to Rangpur Medical College
Hospital because Gaibandha
Hospital lacks proper facili-
ties,” an elite of the town said.

"The hospital authorities
could have sent an SOS to
Dhaka for Army's 'hospital he-
licopter' to treat the patients at
Mohakhalj (Dhaka),” a high of-
ficial of the district adminis-
tratieon said. The death toll
could have been lower if some of
the patients were taken to Mo-
hakhali, he observed. "Even
RMCH proved ineffective for the
emergency,” the official
claimed.

When contacted, Gaibandha
Civil Surgeon ASM Shahid Ul-
lah admitted that the hospital
lacked facilities for proper
treatment of the patients but
said they had adequate drugs.

He said, "because we do not
have any surgery professor, we
refer all patients requiring op-
erations to RMCH. It is our
normal practice.”

He also said that some of the
patients were brought to the

See Page 12 Col 4

Tale of an

abducted
boy

A 13-year-old boy returned
to his family after remaining in
captivity for five months at a
house in the port city of Chit-
tagong.

Mohammad Salahuddin,
who was abducted by a gang of
child traffickers five months
back, had fled from their camp
in Chittagong on April 16.

Salahuddin, son of late Mo-
harram Ali of Ghorasal of Mu-
radnagar thana in Comilla,
worked as a domestic help at a
residence in the city's Taltala
area in Khilgaon Chowdhury
Para before this kidnapping.

Salahuddin told UPPTE that
on November 15 last year, while
he was going to Khilgaon
crossing at Noon, an elderly
man attired in a white shirt and

See Page 12 Col 5°

At least 12 people were killed
and scores of others injured as
nor'westers lashed five districts
}resterdzclly. report agencies.

Hundreds of thalched houses
and standing crops on vast
tracks of land were damaged
and a large number of trees
uprooted during the storm.

The casualties were reported
from Sirajganj, Tangail, Chit-
tagong and Mymensingh dis-
tricts.

UNB Sirajgan] correspon-
dent reports: Four people were
killed and 16 others injured
when nor'westers hit two
unions of Ullapara and Shah-
jadpur thanas in the district.

Three of them died as a
lightning struck them during
the storm in the evening.

The victims were igﬁntiﬁed
as Amena Bewa, 55, Akhi Be-
gum, 43, and Panna Khatun, 19,
of village Baro Khukuni in
Shahjadpur thana.

Death toll in Gaibandha went up
for lack Iof med

ZILHAJ 24, 1418 HIJRI

Nor'westers kill 12
in 4 districts
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The other wvictim Shamim
Ali, 61, of village Khamarpara
in Ullapara thana died in a
house collapse during another
storm early in the morning.

Some 700 thatched houses
were also destroyed during the
norwesters.

In Chittagong districts, two
people were killed during a
storm last night.

A rickshaw-puller, Nurul
Alam, 22, died on the spot when
a thunderbolt struck him at vil-
lage Gandamara in Banshkhali
thana. The nor'wester swept
over Lhe district with a velocity
of 95 kph.

Shamsul Alam, 14, died as
an overhead electric cable
snapped and fell on him at vil-
lage Shakpura in Boalkhali
thana during the nor'wester.

Otftficials said some 150
thatched houses were also dam-
aged by the storm.
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LIQUOR TRAGE

icare facilitie

DY: (Top) Ranjit, who lost

T o

his father and

three other family members, is seen with others of the
family 1in front of their Bridge Road residence at
Gaibandha town. (Bottom) The homeopathic shops, from
where the illegal liquor was sold, have been sealed by the

police.

—Star photo by Amran Hossain

Liquor traders often mix
methanol for more profit

By Masud Arif

narcotics official.
Prof AH Moinuddin Ahmed
of Chemistry Department of

Mixing of cheap and poi-
sonous methanol with rectified
spirit by unauthorised liquor
traders for more profit is the
main cause of death from
drinking this liquor, according
to officials of the Department of
Narcotics Control and rts.

At least 110 people died
drinking such adulterated
liquor in the last two years.

The traders think that
methanol is an intoxicant, but
actually it is not, they said.

One litre of rectified spirit
costs Tk 140 to 145 while the
same quantity of methanol
costs only Tk 26.

"These: traders sometimes
use methanol, a new material
for vamishlr?. as an intoxicant
although it does not have any
sedative effect,” said a senior

Dhaka University when con-
tacted said methanol is highly

poisonous while it has a very
weak sedative effect.

It is ethanol, used in homeo-
pathic shops, which has tran-
quilizing effect. Prof Ahmed
however said that a small per-
centage of methanol is mixed
with ethanol to produce recti-
fied spirit so that people do not
drink it.

Senior DNC officials said
that in most cases of liquar poi-
soning, they found that un-
scrupulous liquor traders had
produced the drink using water,
a small quantity of rectified
spirit, methanol and sedative

See Page 12 Col 3

10 discloses during cross-examination

Mushtaque, others met at BARD

few months before Aug 15 tragedy

Khandaker Mustaque
Ahmed had a meeting with
some civilians and army offi-
cers at Comilla BARD several
months before the August 15
tragedy of 1975, the 10 of
Bangabandhu murder case told
the trial court yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

The investigation officer
said the witnesses he interro-
gated informed him of the meet-
ing attended by Major Farooq,
Major Rashid, Major Shahri-

ar., minister aheruddin
akur and BARD chief Mah-
bubul Alam Chashee.

Cross-examined by a state
defence counsel, O Abdul Kah-
har Akand said the exclusive
meeting was held on the second
day of a three-day divisional

mee that began on March 23
at B}&mﬂﬁ)

ASP Akand, also 61st prose-
cution witness in the case,
stated that the meeting took
place at the loun%E of the BARD
11:2 the name of taking afternoon

a.

Replying to a query, he said
he could not know who had
served them tea. "However,
caretaker Firoz Mia confirmed
that the meeting took place.”

The ASP of the CID denied
that he himself fabricated the
story of the meeting and for this
no witness was produced before
the trial court.

He said, apart from the
statement of caretaker Firoz
Mia, a witness, Prof Khorshed
Alam, then an MP from
Comilla, made a statement
about the meeting of Khandaker
Mushtaque and others.

Mushtaque, Chashee,
Thakur and the army officers
were accused in the case. But,
Mushtaque and Chashee were
relieved of the charges as they
died before the investigation

Taheruddin Thakur, Syed

Farooq Rahman and Shahriyar
Rashid along with two others
are facing trial. Khandaker Ab-

dur Rashid and 13 others have
remained absconding.

Advocate Gazi Zillur Rah-
man, state defence for accused
Khandaker Rashid, cross exam-
ined the 10 all over the proceed-
ings yesterday at the special
ejlash of Dhaka District and
Sessions Judge Court.

Other state defence counsels
for the absconding accused, will
cross-examine the ASP when
the court of District Judge Kazi
Golam Rasul resumes this

morning,

guutin witnesses, the 10
said that he got enough proof
that Khandaker Rashid was ac-
tively involved in the assassi-
nation of Bangabandhu.

"Rashid joined the Army
Headquarters on March 11,
1975 after a training abroad. He
was a];l:;pnmted commanding of-
ficer of the 2 Field Artillery on
Ma{i '75." Akand said.

e said one Major Delwar
was second-in-command of the
2 Field Artillery during the in-
cident. "He was summoned
during the investigation but
was not available," the 10 said.

I

Terrorism in Ctg

Businessmen to
keep shutters
down for 3 hrs

in protest May 5

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 21: A
meeting of 40 organisations of
businessmen and industrial-
ists, organised by Chittagong
Chamber of Commmerce and In-
dustry {(CCC&I) at its office, to-
day decided to keep shops and
markets in the city closed for
three hours from 9 am on May 5
to prolest growing terrorism.

The meeting also decided
that the businessmen and in-
dustrialists will wear black
badges, bring out a silent pro-
cession from a rally at the New
Market crossing and hand over
a memorandum to the Divi-
sional Commissioner of Chit-
tagong on that day.

See Page 12 Col 8

British minister
of state arrives
“today

British Minister of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs Derek Fatchett, MP, ar-
rives in the city today on a two-
day official visit, reports UNB.

His visit to Bangladesh is be-
ing considered as significant as
he is in charge of Asia-Pacific
region ‘in the British Forelgn
Office.

Officials at Bangladesh For-
eign Ministry described the
visit as a part of on-going dia-
logue between the two countries
at the political level.

During the visit, Fatchett
will have bilateral discussions
with State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hassan Chowd-
hury.

In the formal talks, the two
ministers are expected to review
the broad gamut of bilateral re-
lations as well as regional and
international issues of mutual
concern and interest.

Fatchett will also call on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad

M | Azad and Commerce and Indus-

tries Minister Tofael Ahmed.

A press release of the British
High Commission said the
State Minister will also call on
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia.

Fatchett will take part in a
roundtable discussion on
"Trade Links and Investment
Promotions" with the
Bangladesh business leaders.

Boy torture: 4
confess their

involvement
By Staff Correspondent

The elderly homewife, her
daughter and two sons con-
fessed to police Monday night
about their involvement in
tnrturinfi the 10-year-old boy
who worked as a domestic help
at her house at the city's
Shahidbagh area for about 13
days, police said.

The boy, Shohagh, from
Comilla, is now under treat-
ment at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, hospital sources said.
Shohagh was admitted to the
hospital with marks of assault
and burn injuries.

Police yesterday produced
Shabiha Hossain, the house-
wife, her daughter Afroza Afrin
and sons Zahid Hossain and
Shahid Hossain before the
CMM's Court. The Court sent
them to Dhaka Central Jail.

The four were arrested by
police after Alena Khan, a hu-
man rights activist, filed a case
with Motijheel thana under the
Woman and Children Repres-
sion Act 1995 on Monday.

By-election:
AL invites
applications

Awami League has invited
applications firom intending
candidates for the May 24 by-
elections in Barisal-5 con-
stituency, 1:,:];101'1:5 UNB.

Interest ?ersuns have been
asked to collect and submit
nomination papers from the
party's central office at 23
Bangabandhu Avenue between
10 am and 5 pm tomorrow.

The nomination seekers will
have to appear before an inter-
view board at 4 pm on Friday.

Showcause on
Dainik Karnaphuh

CHITTAGONG, Apr 21: The

government tonight issued a
showcase notice upon a local
daily — Dainik Karnaphuli — as
to why its declaration will not
be cancelled for leaking ques-
tion papers of the nnﬁﬂin% SSC
examination and official se-
crets, reports UNB.
- Deputy Commissioner K M
Habibullah said that the pub-
lisher of the daily has been
asked to .reply within seven
days.

The showcause notice was
issued and sent after a high-
level meeting of the district
administration here today.

. It rélf:fljnned that the daily

ublishing question papers
11:{ gdvance %I;IE vinlatgcl P:he
Declaration Act and Official
Secrecy Act on Public Examina-

i tion, 1980.



