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-Raﬁqul replies to questions in JS |

Judiciary urged not
to grant bails to
identified criminals

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam in Parliament yesterday
urged the judiciary not to grant
bails to identified criminals for
maintaining law and order as
well as social order, report
agencies.

An investigation into the
formulation ol several police
cases has been ordered follow-
ing reports that a number of
criminals are likely to be re-
leased on bail, he said.

"We will find out if there is
any lapse in formulation of
cases against the accused,” he
said while replying to a ques-
tion from Awami League mem-
ber Meher Afroz Chumki.

The AL MP had referred to a
newspaper report that 100
criminals are being released by
courts due to loopholes in for-
mulation of the cases.

Replying to a supplementary
from Md Jalal Uddin Talukder
(AL-Netrakona)., he said social
awareness is required to stop
repression on womern.

Those who repress women
should be unmasked to the peo-
ple, he added.

The Home Minister said that
in the last three months, 381
persons were rescued while they
were being trafficked.

Seeking the help of all to
stop child and woman traffick-
ing and repression, the minis-
ter said he would convene a
meeting within next 10 to 15
days and hoped that all would
take part and give their sugges-
tions.

He told the House that the
overnment plans to infroduce
ess fatal weapons for police to

avoid casualties during con-
frontation with miscreants.

Replying to a question from

Jatiya Party Member Sabita
Ere]ﬁ:um. he said the government
will introduce shot guns, a less
fatal weapon, replacing the
traditional and deadly 303 ri-
{his and prefer tear gas to bul-
ets.

The decision is being taken
as the government wants to
change the 'typical attitude’ in
combating criminals, the min-
ister said adding "We don't want
death of a man in police firing.'

He said a committee has
been formed in this regard and
a decision will be taken after
getting its report.

The Home Minister said the
government has taken up a plan
lo modernise the police force.

He added that 295 different
types of vehicles like jeeps,

ick-up vans, trucks, speed
oals, river transports and
highway patrol cars were sup-
lied to various units of the po-
ice force and more will be sup-
plied,

Listing the steps taken to
modernise the force, he said

wireless network has been es-
tablished throughout the coun-

try and fax and computer have
been introduced to activate the

administrative activities and

for better communication.

To curb crimes, the minister
said, necessary measufres have
been taken to introduce a dog
squad in the police force.

Depending on the availabil-
ity of fund, he said helicopter
will be purchased for police to
gear up its mobility in main-
ltaining law and order.

He said new recruitment of
some 5,000 policemen has been
made and steps have been taken
to increase the number of police
force. |

DESA Amendment
Bill passed

Parliament last night passed
the Dhaka Electricity Suppl
Authority (Amendment) BiI{
1998 providirg for inclusion to
and exclusion from DESA cer-
tain areas for proper imanage-
ment and transmission of
power, reports UNB.

Winding up the discussion
on the Bill, State Minister for
Energy and Mineral Resources
Prof Rafiqul Islam said remote
areas of Narayanganj and
Gazipur districts, now under
DESA, would be handed over to
the Rural Electrification Board.
The measures were needed for
better managernent and distri-
bution of power by DESA.

Replying to opposition criti-
cism, the minister said the BNP

overnment during its rule had
ailed to generate a single addi-
tional megawatt of electricity.

Sick units
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last year, according to sources
in the Parishad.

The sources also said that
publication of names of loan
defaulters in national dailies at
guvernmﬁ-nl's initiative angered

usiness leaders and chamber
bodies including the FBCCI.

Leading chamber leaders
had protested the government
move and urged il to deal sepa-
rately with "willful" and "cir-
cumstantial defaulters.," the
sources said.

A total of about 600 indus-
trialists are expected to atiend
the rally, according to the or-
ganisers. Many of them reached
Dhaka two-three days back.

The ministers also asked the
organisers to curtail the pro-
gramme. Only four speakers
will address the rally instead of
more than 10 planned earlier.

Kibria and Tofael also
promised Harun and Alauddin
that the government would take
necessary steps for “genuine”
sick industries within 30 days,
the sources said

MIST o train
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set up l2 more science and
technology 1+ iversities in the

country.

"We want to turn our popu-
lation into valuable human re-
sources through proper training
and education,” she said. '

Co.lof of Army Staff Lt Gen
Mustafizur Rahman and Engi-
neer in Chief Maj Gen Abdul
Hafiz Mallik also addressed the
function,

Later. the Prime Minister
laid the foundation stone and
hoisted the flag of the institute.

Earlier, a smart contingent
drawn from the three services
gave a guard of honour to the
Prime Minister.

Ministers, MPs, Chief of
Naval Staff, Acting Chief of Air
Staff, and high civil and mili-

tary officials were present at
the function.

A —

Body to probe
collapse of
Natyashala Bhaban

The government has formed
a high-powered committee to
investigate the causes of the col-
lapse of under-construction
Jativa Natyashala Bhaban at
the Shilpakala Academy, re-
ports UNB.

The members of the commit-
tee are Prof Jamilur Reza
Choudhury, Prof Schrabuddin
Ahmed and Prof M Azadur
Rahman of Bangladesh Uni-
versity of Engineering and
Technology.

They visited the spot yester-
day, said an official handout,.

Shot dead

From Page 1
an instant reaction.

The road barricade disrupted
all transport services till his
dead body had reached Noapara
at Noon today after autopsy.

A murder case has {:een
recorded with Abhoynagar
thana. Police said the alleged

killer had joined Jubo Le
from Jubo Dal, B

Breakthrough
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ment and the PCJSS to refrain
from 'all tvpes of repressions’
on them.

The Awami League govern-
ment is also following the path
of the BNP government wli)ﬂch
had passed [ive years in the
name of talks, they said. "It will
also pass five years., making a
farce in the name of meeling.
They will not observe even the
minimum conditions of the
treaty of 'compromise which
has been rejected by the CHT
people.”

They also urged Shantu
Larma not to use the names of
the three organisations to 'save’
themselves. The statement was
issued by Prasil B Khisa, Dipty
Shankar Chakma and Kabita
Chakma.

Doctors claim
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leading the 9-member RMCH
leam. said, "We are treating the
patients with Glucose nutrition
along with steroid and some
anti-biotic drugs."”

He said, "Things are improv-
ing. We haven't had anymore
patients seeking admission
since yesterday.”

Two other official teams

~from Dhaka came to collect vis-

cera, blood and urine samples
ol patients to determine the ex-
act cause of toxicity,

Besides, a 22-member team
comprising doctors, nurses and
class four employees is also
working at the GSH.

Meanwhile, the OC of Sadar
thana, two sub-inspectors of po-
lice and two habilders were sus-
pended yesterday (Saturday) for
negligence to duties in connec-
tion with this incident,

1 Sadar
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Smoking in public
places may be
banned, JS told

By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Dr Aman-
ullah told the Jatiya Sangsad

esterday that smoking could
banned in public places.

Responding to a call atten-
tion notice on matters of public
importance, the state minister
said that being directed by the
Prime Minister, the Health Sec-
retary had written to the Cabi-
net Secretary requesting the
latter to declare the Secretariat
a smoking-free zone.

All directorates, depart-
ments and hospitals under the
Ministry of Health were already
declared smoking-free, he
noted.

In his notice, Treasury
Bench lawmaker from Dina-
{_pur-ﬁ constituency. Md Mosta-
izur Rahman proposed a
complete ban on smoking in the
country in phases with initial
restriction on smoking in all
government offices and educa-
tional institutions.

Dr Amanullah, however,
called for waging a social
movement against smoking as
it is injurious to health. He said
that the US had succeeded in
bringing down the chance of
heart attack by 20 per cent just
through anti-smoking cam-

paign.
OC ‘caught' in
a hotel room

From Our Correspondent-

BARGUNA, Apr 19: Local
people caught the Officer-in-
Charge (OC) of Patharghata
thana and a woman red-handed
while they were engaged in
"anti-social" activity at a hotel
here today.

The a%/iltatf:d people caught
the OC, Mohammad Ansarud-
din, and the woman, Shirin Be-
gum, 26, breaking the door of a
room of the Hotel Diip at Bar-
guna town at around 8 am to-
day.

Local people later brought
out a procession in the town
demanding trial and punish-
ment of the OC.

The OC and the woman were
handed over to police after as-
surance from ASP of Barguna
Circle Mohanimad
Khalid Hossain. Later, they
were taken to the Sadar thana.
Senior officials including the
DC and the SP visited the area.

Sangu
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remain to be completed,

Initially, the work had pro-
Fressed so fast that it was ear-
ier thought that Cairn would be
flblf to supply gas from March
ast.

Meanwhile, Cairn's partner
Halliburton issued an "unoffi-
cial” press release yesterday
which said that three wells out
of the four in Sangu were ready
to supply gas to the national gas
grid. It also said that all lor-
malities in Sangu was com-
pleted and the 48 km pipeline
was tested.

It said that Sangu was ready
to produce gas in a few days
time.

Cairn's Halda valley explo-
ration operators, who are work-
ing under a sub-contract, ob-
served a one-day strike earlier
this month for non-payment of
their dues for a long time. This
is the first such incident in the
private sector gas and oil devel-
opment work.

Cairn faced yet another
drawback early this month
when its' operation in Sonadia
“Fruved negative." Sources said
that Cairn was getting "positive
signals" from drilling an ex-
ploratory well in Sonadia. But
when it reached its ultimate
depth, the results turned out to
be "very depressing.”
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Villagers sit helplessly amid the ruins of their houses in Ahgam village, 45 kilometers to

the south of Srinagar, the capital of the northern Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir,
yesterday. About 60 houses were gutted in an encounter which continued for three days
between the Indian army and suspected militants. Seven suspected militants and three

' soldiers were killed in the shootout.

— AP/UNB photo

Indian frigates

arrive 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 19: Two
Indian navy frigates INS Tir
and INS Krishna arrived in
Chittagong today on a three-day
goodwill visit.

Official sources said the two
Indian frigates had anchored at
Port jetties No. 1 and 2 after
reaching here at 2 pm.

INS Tir is commanded b
Captain P. Sangupta while IN
Krishna is commanded by PK.
Chatterjee.

Khaleda
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unprecedented. Only a fascist
government can resort to such
acts, she added.

The opposition leader said
the government is becoming
more unnerved as people's
atony is increasing amidst its
misrule, silent famine, price-
hike of essentials, and crisis of
gas. power and water.

She alleged that the govern-
ment is handing over arms to
the born-criminals to check
people’s agitation. "Government
is creating 'Awami godfather' in
each district, like in Feni.”

Said Begum Zia: They
opened fire on one of my public
meetings at Laldighi Maidan in
Chittagong. Armed terrorists
also swooped on processions
coming to this meeting. They
also opened fire on me and
those accompanying me on the
Chittagong Medical College
campus,

Branding the government as
‘autocratic and subservient to
another country', she said il
cannot weed out BNP from the
soil of the country as it is a
people's organisation.

Another reports adds: BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan has condemned
the killing and arrest of and fil-
ing of 'false’ cases against party
leaders and workers during and
after Wednesday's nationwide
half-day hartal.

Bhuiyan in a statement yes-
terday alleged that failing to
run the country the present gov-
ernment has exposed its 'fascist
character' to stop the ongoing
movement for protecting the
country's independernce, sover-
eignty and people's interest,

Population now
12.7cr, JS told

The country's total ula-
tion stood at ﬁ.?ﬂ.ﬂﬁ.ﬂﬂiﬁpas of
yesterday [Papril 19), parlia-
ment was told by State Minister
for Planning Dr Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir, reports UNB.

The present population, he
said, has been estimated based
on the last population census
conducted on March 11, 1991
when the country's total popu-
lation was 11,14,55,185.

Of the total population, there
are 105.9 males for every 100
females, the state minister said
replying to a supplementary
from Kazi Keramat Ali (AL-Ra-
jbari).

The government has a plan

to conduct the next census in
March, 2001.

"~ Policeman held

on charge of
kidnapping girl

From Our Correspondent _

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 19: A
police constable was arrested
today on charge of kidnapping a
teenage girl.

Fatullah police arrested
Yousuf Ali, 32, along with the
kidnapped girl from a house at
Fatullah where they had been
residing since April 17.

It was alleged that Yousuf Ali
of Bholabo police camp under
Rupganj thana kidnapped
Mansura Begum, 15 of Rupganij
thana on April 17. The consta-
ble was suspended following a
case lodged by the father of the
girl Jainal Abedin with Rupganj
thana.

“Talks with PCJSS
stage-managed’

Three hill organisations
have criticised the ongoing gov-
ernment-PCJSS talks. callin
it "a stage-managed game anc
farce,” reports UNB.

Prasit B Khisa of Hill Peo-
ple’s Council, Dipti Shankar
Chakma of Hill Students'
Council and Kabita Chakma of
Hill Women's Federation in a
joint statement yesterday said
the Awami League government
followed the footprint of BNFP
government in killing time in
the name of 'marathon discus-
sion’.

889 expelled on
third day of
SSC exams

Some 889 SSC examinees
were expelled from different
centres across the country for
adopting unfair means on the
third day of the examination
}Jﬁsliaerda}r. sources said, reports

During the examination in
Bengali first paper, 303 students
were expelled from different
centres in Dhaka, 205 in Ra-
jshahi, 71 in Comilla, 209 in
Chittagong and 36 in Jessore
education boards respectively.

Under the Dhaka Board. 29
examinees were expelled from
Jamalpur, 36 in Sherpur, 82 in
Netrakona, 13 in Faridpur, 7 in
Gopalganj, 4 in Rajbari, 16 in
Madaripur, 12 in Shariatpur,
41 in Tangail, 33 in My-
mengsingh and 30 in Narsingdi.

In Rajshahi Board, 76 stu-
dents were expelled from Ra-
jshahi city, 21 in Panchhagar,
56 in Nilphamari, 34 in Bogra,
8 in Lalmonirhat, 10 in Pabna,
8 in Natore and 12 in Naogaon.

In Comilla Board. the num-
ber of expulsions was 12 i
Comilla town and 49 in Feni
district.

Meanwhile, a handout ol the
Education Ministry yesterday
warned that if anyone is found
involved in the leakage of ques-
tion papers will be punished
with a minimum three years to
maximum 10 years in jail.

Nasaka returns
11 Bangladeshi
woodcutters

BANDARBAN, Apr 19: The
eleven woodcutters who were
arrested by Myanmar's Nasaka
border force on charge of ‘illegal
entry-were handed over to the
Bangladesh authorities today,
reports BSS.

The release of the
Bangladeshi woodcutters fol-
lowed a flag meeting between
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and
Myanmar's border force
Nasaka. The flag meeting was
held here today at border pillar
Number 38 of Tumburu border.

The woodculters were roun-
ded up by Myanmar's border
lorce on April 18 as they re-
portedly crossed the interna
tional border by mistake.
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cident. Senior leaders of the
Treasury and the Opposition
benches participated in the de-
bate, in the presence of Prime
ﬂin&ster{ ?lheikh Hasina and

ader of the sition Begum
Khaleda Zia. e b

Attendance in the House was
larger yesterday than on any
other day recently.

Opening the debate, BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan criticised the

Speaker for "not maintaining

neutrality” in conducting the
- business of the Sangsad.

In this regard, he referred to
the four-point agreement his
party signed with the ruling
party and regretted that they
were not allowed to discuss in
the House on the CHT issue, law
and order, price spiral of essen-
tials and repression on women.
"We called Wednesday's hartal
for not giving us the chance to
discuss those issues...."

Blaming some ministers for
provoking Kkillings durin
Wednesday's hartal, the BN
leader said observing hartal is a
clemocratic right. "Hartal can't
be resisted by police force and
armed hoodlums. Such efforts
will rather harm the process of
democracy,” he noted.

Mannan Bhuiyan recalled
that the AL had enforced har-
tals frequently with and with-
out reasons while it was in the
opposition.

The BNP lawmaker also
called up the home minister to
take action against those re-
sponsible for 'terrorist activi-
ties' during the hartal hours. He
also condemned the armed at-
tack on BNP MP Ziaul Haq Zia's
Laxmipur house on the day.

In response, Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed said the BNP has intro-
duced a 'scandalous’ chapter in
the country's parliamentary
history by ‘attacking' the
Speaker, 'showing him shoe'
and damaging TV cameras on
Wednesday.

Amidst shouts by BNP law-
makers who included Opposi-
tion Chief Whip Khandakar
Delwar Hossain and MK Anwar,
Tofael pointed his finger at the
two opposition leaders and said
"Khandakar Delwar and MK
Anwar are two of the 14 accused

* in Wednesday's incident.”

The minister blamed the
BNP chief for 'instigating' the
incident.

He also accused the BNP to
killing 142 people during the
hartals called by the AL while
in the opposition.

Khandakar Delwar Hossain
castigated Tofael Ahmed for
calling him an accused, termed
it an irresponsible statement
and requested the Chair to ex-

British minister
of state due

Apr 22

British Minister of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs Derek Fachett will ar-
rive in the city on Wednesday
on a two-day official visit, re-
ports UNB.

Fachett will have bilateral
talks with State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury.

He will also join a round
table discussion with the lead-
ing members of the business
community, and familiarise
himself with the British aid
programme, and commercial.
consular and immigration op-
eralions in Bangladesh,

The British State Minister is
scheduled to call on Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, senior
cabinet members and political
leaders.

Dhaka is the second largest
recipient of bilateral aid from
the United Kingdom. Around 50
million pounds sterling (Tk 380
crore) are likely to be given in
aid this year.

Jayalalitha accuses Vajpayee

From Page 1

clean image of the government.
But it is rather strange and un-
fortunate that there has been a
failure on your part in adopting
the same set of principles with
regard to persons similarly
placed, if not in a worse posi-
tion than Muthiah." The
AIADMK supremo trained her
guns at Hegde and Jethmalani
who had criticised her for 'giv-
ing pinpricks” to Vajpayee gov-
ernment soon after she made
her demand for the first time
last week.

Though Jayalalitha men-
tioned only Hedge, Jethmalani
and Buta Singh in her six-page
letter to the Prime Minister, she
also made a passing reference to
the existence of 'criminal
charges' against some more
members of the ministry, an
unnamed allusion o Home
Minister LK Advani, Human
Resource Development Minister
Murli Manohar Joshi“and fire-
brand B.JP leader Uma Bharati,
a minister of state, who are
among the 31 people facing a
court case in connection with
the demolition of Babri Mosque
in 1992.

Given the fact that the BJP-
led coalition government is a
minority and was bailed out in
a confidence vote only by an
eleventh-hour decision by Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP), the
support of AIADMK and its al-
lies in Tamil Nadu hold the key
to survival of Vajpayee min-

istry. It is unclear as yet if Jay-
alalitha's party and its allies
would withdraw support to Vaj-
payee government but her letter
to the Prime Minister clearly
reflects a hardening of stand
putting a big question mark on
the its longevity. :

Apart from the larger issue
of morality raised by Jay-
alalitha's demand. political

Vajpayee
analysts say it is her "pressure
tactic” to secure the dismissal of
her sworn political foe Dravida
Munnetra Kazghgham (DMK)
government in Tamilnadu on
the ground of alleged break-

down of law and order there.
AIADMK and its allies have

been repeatedly asking tor re-
moval of DMK government and
imposition of central rule in
Tamilnadu paving the way lor
Iresh assembly elections in the
state.

Given the unexpectedly im-
pressive performance by
AIADMK in the recent Lok
Sabha elections in Tamilnadu,
the parly is hoping to cash in
the electorate's mood t¢ regain
power in the state. Jayalalitha,
the lormer Tamilnadu Chief
Minister, laces some court cases
relating to alleged corruption
instituted by the DMK govern-
ment. Political observers say
AIADMK leaders fear mor
cases are likely to be file
against her by the present state

: ?nvﬂmmﬂnl and it is important

or her to gel back power, But
Prime Minister Vajpayee, dur-
ing a recent meeting with DMK
President and Tamilnadu Chief
Minister M Karunanidhi, made
it clear he was in no mood lo
oblige his coalition partner and
that his government would not
misuse the relevant constitu-
tional provision which empow-
ered the central government to
sack a state government on the
plea of breakdown of law and
order.

Analysts say Jayalalitha
was clearly peeved by Vajpayee's
stand and m-:::-untedp the
‘counter-pressure” by making
the demand regarding minis-

ters facing court cases. What is
further believed to have antag-
onised Jayalalitha is the clean
chit given by a team of central
government officials who were
recently asked to assess law and
order in Tamilnadu in the wake
of allegations made by
AJADMEK. In what was seen as a
"damage control” exercise, Ad-
vani said while the central

&
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‘team assessed only law and or-

der in Tamilnadu, the central
government was worried by
spread of terrorism in the state,

Advani also said his gov-
ernment was considering Jay-
alalitha's demand to send a sec-
ond central government team

of 'double standard'

headed by Home Secretary BP
Singh to study law and order in

Tamilnadu., Almost all major

political parties have expressed
concern over the rise of terror-
ism in Tamilnadu in the wake
ol a series of blasts which
rocked the textile city of Coim-
batore in February this year
killing more than 60 people and
recovery ol huge quantity of
deadly explosives in the last
two months.

Vajpayee and Advani have,

of course, sought to dispel spec-

ulations if the public bickering

among some coalition partners
would endanger the stability of
the coalition government. It

remains to be seen if Bula

singh, who won the previous

parliamentary elections as an

independent candidate after be-
ing expelled by Congress on
charge of anti-Party activities,

resigns especially after the

supreme Court a lew days ago

ruled that he be prosecuted in a

case relating to alleged bribery
of MPs (o save the government
of former

Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao in 1995, Singh

wis a member of Rao cabinet

then. Vajpayee said he would
take a decision on Singh's con-
tinuance only after going
through the full ruling of the
apex court while Buta Singh
said, "Why should I alone put in
my papers when there are a
number of ministers who are
chargesheeted?"

punge it.

He expressed the view that
the minister should not have
spoken on Wednesday's incident
alter the Speaker referred the
issue to the Business Advisory
Committee. "It's now the
property of that committee".

The BNP lawmaker claimed
that the government imple-
mented none of commitment
made in the four-point agree-
ment.

Refuting Delwar's allegation,
Suranjit Sengupta of the AL
pointed out that as per the

eement, the government had
allowed holding of public ral-
lies on Manik Mia Avenue.

He hoped that the BNP law-
makers would repent and apol-
ogise to the Speaker for
Wednesday's incident.

The AL member assured that
his party lawmakers won't rise
to reply if the BNP refrained
from makin rovocative
statements in the House.

BNP's Akbar Hossain, who
was absent from the House on
Wednesday, said he could un-
derstand how much injustice
was done to his party after
learning that persons like
Badruddoza Chowdhury, Khan-
dakar Delwar and MK Anwar
rushed to the Speaker's rostrum
to protest his role on the day.

The Speaker should apolo-
Else for his conduct on that day,

e added.

Akbar Hossain also sug-
gested amendments to JS rules
to enable the lawmakers to dis-
cuss the day-to-day affairs at
least for two to three hours

dai;lg.

handakar Mosharraf Hos-
sain, another BNP MP, claimed
that while in the opposition. AL
chief Sheikh Hasina had spo-
ken in support of hartals as
many as 1275 times. He criti-
cised her for ‘opposing’' such
programines now.

Speaker

From Page 1

Leader of the Op
accused them of unparliamen-
tary and unruly behaviour in
front of his rostrum and had in-
formed the House that he would
take a decision on the issue
S00n. |

The BNP lawmakers created
a pandemonium in the San
on April, 19  protesting..the
Chair's ‘denial of the floor to
them' to speak on hartal inci-
dents on the day. They threw
paper missiles at the Speaker
and damaged TV cameras.

In his yesterday's ruling the
Speaker regretted, "This inci-
dent has put a black scar on our
parliamentary heritage and
tarnished the image of the
Sangsad.”

He, however, hoped that all
the members would extend co-
operation to him in conductin
the proceedings of the Sangsa
in line with the Constitution
and the JS Rules of Procedures.

DESA gherao

From Page 1
leaders to submit the memo-
randum to the DESA authori-
ties,

Addressing the demonstra-
tors there, City BNP Convenor
Sadek Hossain Khoka charged
the government with hatching a
conspiracy to import electricity
from India by giving lame ex-
cuses.

He said the Prime Minister
took over the charge of the en-
ergy ministry after the removal
of Noor Uddin Khan, but the
grim power situation remained
the same, The problem of fre-
quent power failure was created
with the assumption of the pre-
sent government, he said. :

The rally was also addressed
by Mirza Abbas, Gayeswar
Chandra Roy, Shahjahan Siraj,
Khairul Kobir Khokon and
Shahiduddin Chowdhury An-
nie.

The BNP leaders said trade,
industry and economy of the
country have almost been crip-
pled by the "motivated load-
shedding.” The frequent load-
shedding has also added to the
sulferings of the city dwellers.

The rally pointed out that
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position and

thousands of SSC and Dakhil

examinees are also facing
problem due to the loadshed-
ding during their examina-
tions.

It further alleged that crimi-
nal activities like snatching,
kidnapping, robbery and rape
had increased at night alarm-
ingly in the city because of fre-
quent power failure,

President
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mientioned the names of some
ol the sons ol Naria — Pulin Bi-
hari Das. Congress leader
Suresh Chandra Banerjee, Dr
Golam Mowla. Col Shawkat
Ali. poet Atul Prashad Sen. Dr
Fovez Hossain Khan. scientist
Gopal Chandra Bhaltacharya
and writer Abu lshak — for
their contribution in anti-
British and in the language and
six-point movements as well as
in the field of literature and sci-
ence.

The President greeted all
concerned who were involved in
establishing the cnllegf by pri-
vate initiative in 1972 and was
later upgraded to a government
college.

The function was also ad-
dressed, among others, by Water
Resources Minister Abdur Raz-
zak. Col {retd) Shawkat Ali MP
and college Principal Prof M

| Abdul Momin Mia.



