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Let There be No
Misunderstanding

By the time this leader comes out, one hopes the
cause that has gone into its genesis will have been
taken care of with reason and sincerity fﬂttin%]the
better of resentment and misunderstanding . Hav-
ing done so much to pave the way for long elusive

eace in the hills, we are sure neither Sheikh

asina’s AL government nor Shantu Larma’s
PCJSS would allow any interpretational problem
to jeopardise the future of the Accord. Still we urge
both parties to exercise extreme caution in their ut-
terances and action to make sure seeds of mistrust
are not sown early in their yet untested bilateral
relationship. As for the alleged discrepancy we feel
the language of an accord or a treaty and the lan-
guage of the relevant law may not necessarily be
the same. It is the spirit of the accord which mat-

~ ters. We hope PCJSS'’s care for details would not

make it lose sight of this vital aspect. History is re-
plete with instances of good intentions coming to
cropper due to rigidity of stances. We do not want a
wonderful work of peace, courage and understand-
ing lose way in the maze of finicality. Both the gov-
ernment and the PCJSS have to guard against the
machination and pro a%anda of those who are dy-
ing to see the Accord fail.

There is no denying much of the energy and at-
tention for tightrope walking could have been
saved if the BNP had lived up to the expectations of
a responsible opposition in regard to the peace
treaty. On the one hand it is accusing the govern-
ment of selling out the country through the Accord
while on the other it is charging the same with
treachery against the tribal people. We don't un-
derstand how the two statements can be true simul-
taneously.

Let the cobwebs of misunderstanding and misin-
terpretation be cleared quickly and conclusively.
We want the opposition to indulge in a serious, fac-
tual and substantive debate on the treaty. Let all
its flaws be exposed, and let national interest in
the true sense be served.

Why Not a Carmichael
University

It is strange the way Carmichael College is being
wasted. It has a fabulously big campus and it
started dg‘lvin% graduation courses soon after it was
founded in 1916. Organisations, like organisms,
must either grow or decay and make room for oth-
ers to rgmﬂ.ii.r. Carmichael is standing there marking
time . for eiﬁhty years without much of a growth.
Why? For the first three decades it was a distin-
guished seat of learning attracting scholars and
students even from outside Bengal. Why hasn't it
been developed into a university when every re-
3uirecl thing was there in plenty, specially hun-

reds of acres of land and demand for seat by the
tens of thousands? Why wasn't it let to grow?

The stunted college now has well over ten thou-
sand pupils but only 25 class rooms for them, just

about half what they need. As a result much less |

than half the required number of classes are taken!
Sigris' of decay and 'petrification 'have encouraged
encroachment of its area. Some teachers are also
happy to take advantage of the situation. Shortage
of teachers and classrooms and shirking teachers
have combined to push down the number of classes
in the last year to 77. Yes only 77.

Two other factors contribute generously to the
shut out of regular classes: Students' clash, mainly
the doing of the fascist Shibir, leads to lengthy clo-
sures. Widespread recourse to notes by both teach-
ers and students cuts at the need for taking or at-
tending classes. The 300-acre sprawling campus in
effect acts as an enemy to the college. Influential
people have already taken some 35 bighas and the
inaction on the college's part is proving an irre-
sistible lure to other prospective land grabbers.
The land is leased out for exploitation as crop land
and the return, though nominal, is a source of cor-
ruption.

Why have successive governments not thought of
developing Carmichael as a model institution?
Developed into a university it could easily house
first, a full-scale agricultural college and then, an
institute of meteorology which, although the sci-
ence is new and still a hand maiden to other sci-
ences, is still vitally important for our country.
There is no need why the college should not take in
another ten thousand students and become a full-
fledged university — relieving the new and inept
National University of an onerous care. If this
course is taken to the benefit of the deprived north-
ern districts, land will no more be a matter of
headache for the college authority. And Jamuna
Bridge makes it imperative that Carmichael be
built into a university, one with a new dimension
and pronounced scientific and societal bias.

Towards a Thriving
Friendship

Although no date has been set by the Myanmar
side about the recommencement of the stalled
repatriation of Rohingya refugees, Foreign Minis-
ter U Ohn Gyaw detailed a process of how they pro-
osed to tackle the end part of the problem before

e left Dhaka on Saturday after a three-day
crowded official visit. The date was important and
it is a little disappointing not to have that when
the Foreign Minister himself was here. However,
progress has evidently been in other areas in
measure sufficient to offset that. ‘

No problem now remains for our throwing a
bridge across the Naf to physically join our two
countries. Myanmar is all for it. So is the case of
transforming irregular border barters, smugglin
to be plain, into regular trade. Yangon is intereste
in it and in fact already has such border trade
agreements with its other four contiguous neigh-
bours. Last but not the least is the acceptance of the
idea that the present two-day stay permit for Ben-
gali businessmen should be expanded substan-
tially in order to make their trip meaningful and
rf:warding to both parties. A delegation of the
Dhaka Chamber would visit Yangon to effectively
expand business possibilities between the two
countries.

Myanmar is one of our closest neighbours. We
substantially share history and culture. Various
historico-political reasons have over the years
made Myanmar shut its windows on the world. It
will be tremendously to the benefit of both of our
countries to see that when Yangon chooses to go
outdoors we be effectively helpful to the best of our

capacity. One big step towards that is the growin
bilgétieral relations between our two states. >
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y India over a period of
time both by its
government and a powerful
media. The myth that millions
of Bangladeshis have been
ﬂlegglly staying in India seems
to a ploy carefully contrived
as early as in early '70s.
Apparently, it was to blunt so
many grievances Bangladesh
started voicing against India
right since its formation in '71.
Those included a large scale
lunder by Indian Army, the
h-handedness of its bureau-
crats, dumping of substandard
goods in Bangladesh, smuggling
of jute and rice to India and so
forth,

When Bangladesh govern-
ment was rather exasperated in
dealing with '74 famine, the

olemic started over

angladeshi exodus due mainly
to the food shortage in the coun-
try as New Delhi lodged a
protest with Bangladesh
against large number of
Bangladeshis moving into In-
dia. Bangladesh however dis-
missed the protest asserting
that the emigrants were actu-
ally Indians who had come to
Bangladesh soon after its liber-
ation.

As a matter of fact, it was
Bangladesh which worried
more about such influx into its
own territory as evident from a
position paper prepared by Mu-
jib Nagar Government as back
as in June '71. The paper ob-
served that "considering the
economy of West Bengal and so-
cio-political situation people
originally from Bangladesh

T EE myth has been built up

who are not he::[;:p}r here or not \

settled may find it worth tryin

to go back to (independent

Bangladesh". As rightly pre-
dicted there was in fact a large
number of visitors from West
Bangal in the early months of
liberation as if on a pilgrimage
to their forefather's land: De-
terred, however, by a war-rav-
aged economy of Bangladesh
and acute food shortage during
the subsequent years the rem-

Building Up a Myth

The subcontinent provides different experience altogether. In spite of its contiguous land mass, the interstate
borders are impenetrable for the migrants. An odd cross-border movement of the people under still more odd
circumstances cannot however be ruled out.

have returned in the wake of
famine in '74.

When viewed against this
hack%'uund. an Indian concern
over Bangladeshi emigrants, at
thatijuncturc of time, agpearcd
highly preposterous and a gov-
ernment of India statistics
showing seven to 12 million
Ban eshi now in India is in-
deed incredible.

Indian authority was never
tired of focusing on
Bangladeshi emigrants even
afterwards. It rather gathered
momentum. The furore over
"Bangladeshi emigrants"” was
most pronounced in a series of.
'‘anti-foreigners' agitations that
started in Assam in '78. In a tri-
angular conflict among the As-
samese, Bengalis (from any
source) and the tribals only the
'unauthorised settlers from
East Pakistan' and Bangladesh
who came to the state after '51
were made the scapegoat and
thus target of all atrocities
during the agitations.

But when the tribunals were
held for the deportation of ille-
gal Bangladeshis they found a
ridiculous figure of 124 persons
who could as well be the cases of
stray entries across the porus
international border well be-
fore the creation of Bangladesh.
At a guint of time India, pre-
sumably to dramatise the issue,
decided to fence the Indo-
Bangladesh border to stop the
infiltration.

The fencing programme did
not however materialise per-
haps because India did not find
it cost-effective. There was
widescale reporting in Indian
press during this early '80s as
regards cases of immigration
from Bangladesh. Nevertheless
these wild reporting had never
been substantiated and were
mostly based on circumstantial
assumptions.

sus revealed that in the eight
border districts of West Bengal
the population had grown over
30 per cent between '71 and '81
whereas in the remaining dis-
tricts the reported growth rates
were below 20 per cent. So the
inevitable conclusion is: those
eight districts must have had
the influx of Bangladeshi emi-
grants.

Initially the Bangladeshi
migrants were regorte to have
been settled in bordering As-
sam, Meghalaya and West Ben-
gal states. But later their pres-
ence were reported to have been
felt as far away from the border
as Delhi and Haryana. Now

would have similar view is any-
thing but expected. The non-
P governments did not spare
efforts in projecting the issue
although with little success. A
BJP government with Hindutva
lan — however diluted it may
—is ted to do it far more
ssively. It is thus pertinent

to place the issue in perspective.
The migration is a historical
phenomenon with a complex
set of dynamics working behind
it. From time immemorial,
eople have been migrating
rom one place to another for a
bewildering variety of reasons.
In fact, there can be as many
reasons for migration as there

EEESEECHIUES

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

there are reports that
Bangladeshis are also in Bom-
bay where they have become the
rim object of Bal Thack-
ery's blast ever since the BJP
supported by Siva Sena seized
wer in Maharastra. The Siva
na leader has vowed to first
clear "Mumbai® of all
"Bangladeshi Muslims” ignor-
ing the problem of identifying
them. Because there are 12 mil-
lion Bengali-speaking Muslims
in West Be alone.

The subject has been brought
to the fore as the recently-in-
stalled BJP-led government has
mentioned of it while referrin
to India's relationship wit
Bangladesh. The redoubtable
chiel of Siva Sena, a con-
stituent of Sangh parivar was
already venomous about

were people who ever migrated.
Even a large number of Indians
migrated to various parts of the
world during various stages of
the history. They are there in
far-flung places like Fiji Is-
lands, West Indies and South
Africa. Indians have a sizeable
community almost everywhere.
Indian "Marwaris" were a
bustling community in
Bangladesh even during Pak-
istan period.

The trade and commerce are
monopolised by the Indian
community in most of the Gulf
countries. Even in the eastern
province of Saudi Arabia there
are large number of Indians. At
snml:dpoints of history they mi-
grated due to some compulsions
and none disputes their bona
fide in the countries of their

the nationals of all other coun-
tries. This is how has there been
demographic disposition in the
past. The migration is a highly
individual choice. In many
cases, there have been no choice
at all. The people have been
simply transported and dumped
in a new land like the African
blacks in America and Indian
labourers in the Fiji.

Yet it can be said that very
pronounced forces like reli-
gious persecution, political op-
Bressinn, economic hardship, a

urning desire for liberty and a
pursuit for better quality of life
provided the chief motives for
the many migrations in his-
tory. The intending migrants,
however, always looked for a
ﬂeencr pasture. In other words,

ere has to be some incentive
for migrating to a particular
country. There has to be some
rationale. Does such incentive
or rationale exist for a
Bangladeshi to migrate to In-
dia?

At least one rationale is pro-
vided by a noted demographer
of India when he comments:
"Human beings like water move
downwards from higher level of
misery. That is migration.” And
the Indian academics spare no
effort in proving that a higher
level of misery does exist in
Bangladesh at least on the basis
of human development index,
Yet this explanation is an over
simplification of a "mass mi-
gration” of such a magnitude
particularly when it concerns a
cross border setting of inter-re-
ligious and inter-ethnic hostil-
ity both socially and histori-

cally.

’l)‘;'uc‘ economically India is
somewhat better off than
Bangladesh which is, in no se-
rious way, worse off than India
either. How would the resource
of India, even if it is there in

"Bangladeshi emigrant” in a
caste-ridden country where the
bulk of the population live in
stark poverty. The conditious
of the low caste Indians in cer-
tain areas are worse than the
poorest of the Bangladeshi. Can
an outsider ct a better fate
than them? India is one of the
largest reservoirs' of the techni-
cally qualified skilled man-
power in the world. How can a
Bangladeshi emigrant who
would be in any case an un-
skilled rural poor, compete
with a skilled local to make his
fortune in a hostile environ-
ment?

Moreover, if he is a skilled
labour he has enou spect
in Bangladesh ii:sn.':%il:l mcﬂeis
critically short of such labour
for its burgeoning export-ori-
ented light industries. Can an
outsider assimilate so easily to
live and earn his livelihood in a
society reliﬁlnusl}r or ethnically
hostile to his own ethane-reli-
gious identity? Then what
about the border security forces,
law enforcing outfits and im-
migration agencies? Would they
so easily let it happen?

The first wave of settlers
came to America in 1607 and
after that it continued in trick:
les. The mass migration to
America took place between
1830 and 1930. But much before
that the debate started about
protecting the interests of old
settlers and the Congress passed
the Alien Act restricting immi-
gration as early as in 1797.
Notwithstanding many such
restrictions as well as protec-
tion of vast oceans on either
side of the continent, the immi-
gration could not be halted and
it peaked only after such re-
strictions were imposed.

The subcontinent provides
different experience altogether.
In spite of its contiguous land
mass, the interstate ers are
impenetrable for the ants.
An odd cross-border movement
of the people under still more
odd circumstances cannot how-

nants of those visitors could For example, the 1981 cen- 'Bangla Muslim.' That the BJP  migration. The same applies to opulence, matter to a  ever beruled out.
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HILE the pall of dark : ; 5 . & ing prices of electricity and gas,
‘N} o Lot The mass disappointment comes from the rising prices of electricity and gas, the lack of water and the per- ﬁ:‘% lack of water and the E;_
continues tl? j aiving ception of failure of services in general, particularly law and order. Eglri;tél?; UII; ;iig]yrﬁ ﬂl; selndces 13
over us, some short-term ~ : cularly law an
indicators have started to  sulted in 12-13 per cent in- there is lip-service about a defi-  per cent in order to keep some While the political divorce order. Here the government is to
11:1“»'.&111{11:‘;I We continue to face a  creased production with 4 per nite mnvep-tn go after bank de- cushion as a "reserve for un-  with ANP in P has gone E{l?ﬂ}ﬂtbﬂaus}? it is the Federal
uurre::i ous egugnnﬂc lfi'[llﬂ- cent increased average, a two faulters, the State Bank of Pak- foreseen”. well the psychological separa- ¢} m;lers ﬂ?r ﬂmshuuld have
on, deepened by a chronic  million ton increase. istan has played an encourag- The PM has finally shown tion from the MQM has not re- ored up (he utilities by ensur-

shortfall in revenues. The
magic revised figure of Rs 305
billion is still almost Rs 100
billion away in the last quarter,
there is the glimmer of hope
that the worst may have bot-
tomed out and we may finally
be on the road to the elusive
ECONOINIC recovery.

i For_the
is no issue more sensitive than
food, followed by water and
electricity. Last year, due to
faulty projections the last
elected regime defaulted on ad-
equate imports of wheat stocks
on time, with the caretaker
regime maintaining the status
guo of invertia, there were
"atta” riots as wheat stocks
plummeted. Some PML stal-
warts in Sindh took advantage
of the situation to turn "atta"
into gold. Wheat in tons went
across the border, primarily
into Afghanistan but also into
other adjacent regions. This
time around, the government
was taking no chances and fully
four million tons of wheat has
been imported to add to the
surplus stock held because of
last year's excessive import.

Add to this a bumper crop this
year and we are fairly wallow-
ing in wheat. This bumper crop
has been due to policy initia-
tives in agriculture, where the
agri-credit was raised from Rs
12.5 billion to Rs 30 billion, al-
lowing farmers a 1:2 ratio of
DAP to area instead of 1:4 ratio
they previously used. With sup-
port price raised, this has re-

commonman there-

To this add the success of the
canola crop in reducing our edi-
ble oil imports by an additional
USS 300 million last year and
almost USS 150 million this
year.

With a world-wide slump in
textiles, our domestic catton

off-take has been reduced and
portable surphus, |

we have an im
enough at least to keep feeding
our traditional markets. Even
though our textile made-ups
have gone down considerably, it
has been somewhat made up by
a sizable spurt in the manufac-
turing sector, up by almost 16
per cent, almost 60 per cent of it
policy-related. The most signif-
icant manna has come from
heaven as oil prices have
crashed the world over, saving
the foreign exchange ear-
marked for this purpose. If "el
Nino" holds back in Sindh
where the wheat harvest has al-
ready started and any rains
would play havoec, things may
well look up considerably.

The banks re-structuring
has gone well, though each one
of the Nationalized Commer-
cial Banks (NCBs) has followed
a different route and while
there is bound to be heart
burning and hiccups in down-
sizing, the exercise has had
marked success. The DFIs have
started to show profits, a far cry
from their dumps in 1996. Even
though the debt portfolio has
gone up overall, these are in
way to curb this without stint-
ing economic growth. While

ing role in stiffening the spine
of the political government, the
laws to this effect are still not
completely in place. If we can
successfully separate the col-
lection of utility bills from the

purview of the banks and force-
multiply the cash-flows of the
utility companies as well as in-
crease.their revenues near to
what should be their actual pro-
jections, we may be home free.
In any case, despite signifi-

resolve to make the Indepen-
dent Power Project (IPP) reduce
their charges to WAPDA. The
IPPs have been campaigning
that this pressure would hurt
investment in Pakistan, this is
nonsense ! What did the revis-
ing of charges in the ENRON

Project do to India ? Did in-
vestment suffer ? Pakistan has .

y through its nase for the
exorbitant charges. What is it
doing to the economy ? Obvi-

cant bureaucratic foot-dragging
the Central Board of Revenue
(CBR) is looking at aﬂl;agmauc
ways of plugging le in rev-
enues, particularly in customs
duties and excise; even looking
at deterrence by electronic
surveillance means to make the
cost of violations higher. The
Chairman CBR is fairly confi-
dent that the CBR will reach the
projected Rs 305 billion target;
given the new-found dynamism
through the length of the ser-
vice one dare says the target is
achievable. In any case, the
ﬂw&rnmtnt has asked every

inistry to again take a hard
look at its current budget and
try to cut down as much as 25

lkram Sehgal writes from Karachi
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ously their IPPs paid money
under the table, w%}r not first
make than certify that no such
"goodwill” or "commission” was
paid and then investigate their
accounts. Except for two or
three projects, each one of them
indulged in activity running
afoul of the US Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act. Only two IPPs
have signed certiflicates that
they had not given bribes, The
reduction of electricity charges
to WAPDA will have a commen-
surate effect down the line for
the citizens at large and the
economy in general. The deci-
sion to go after the IPPs is a cor-
rect one in the national inter-

est.

sulted in complete disassocia-
tion as it should in the circum-

stances. For an ally, the MQM.
has been behaving worse than
all the other }1]30 itical npg -
nents put together. Having de-

stroyed the credibility of the

PML as its C M Sindh, Liaquat

Jatol is now lobbying to béecome
the Governor in case there is
Governor's rule, a distinct pas-
sibility of which exists. Liaquat
Jatoi is missing the point of the
whole exercise, it is because of
his misrule [or lack of rule) the
Governor's rule has become
necessary, if he had functioned
as CM as supposed to do we
would have reason for such re-

course. A further elongation of
the period will only add to the
misery of the populace of Sindh
in general and Karachi in par-

ticular. While certainly action
will beget reaction in Karachi,

the economic capital of the

country and the conduit for 95

per cent of its imports/exports,
we have to take the bit between
our teeth and revamp the whole
rotten structure in Sindh or we
will have to pay a fairly heavier
price down the road.

One cannot deny that there
is an element of disaffection in
the populace that is manifest in
the fact that even the much
tainted Ms Benazir is able to
draw crowds, even though a fair

rtion of it is presently paid
or and imported from outside
the venue of the "show of
strength”". The mass disap-
pointment comes from the ris-

[

ing that professionals with a
motivation and capability for
ositive change should have
n inducted, to start with
packing their Board of Direc-
tors with hands-on profession-
als instead of bringing in as-
sorted individuals to reward
them for/loyalty or in some -~
cagescthein. oaly .qualification ..
their being rcronies of individ-
ual ministers having no rele-
vance to professionalism.
Instead of increasing the
prices of utilities we could have
gone in for plugging leakage of
revenues and an aggressive
early collection of bills. To en-
sure quality, monitoring can be
instituted by employing private
sector who are geared to such an
exercise. However all this is bet-
ter said than done, the PML
would do well to conduct an in-
house inquiry as to the machi-
nations of its own stalwarts.
What Asif Zardari used to do on
a centralized basis is now being
done by nouveau regional lead-
ers having no real constituency
of any kind except a commit-

ment to their own pockets.

What crisis will happen be-
tween now and the budget is
known only to divine Provi-
dence. However if things go on
as they are now we may yet see
the glimmer of hope become
brighter. On the other hand,
there are enough intangibles in
the air that it could well be that
distant glimmer of hope is a
mirage, only a fake reflection
in the desert of our dreams.
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Local medical
research facilities
Sir, While the strengthening

of the medical wing of the
armed forces with a new medi-
cal college is a welcome news,
the gress material published so
far did not give any clear indi-
cation of the economic and lo-
gistic feasibility of the project
in an underdeveloped country;
and that too in a specialised
sector.

What we possibly need more
is scope and orientation for
more local research in tropical
and indigenous medicines, in-
cluding the popularisation of
kaviraji, hakimi, and homeo-

athic practices. The society
eaders have been talking about
it, but the translation into real-
ity is lagging behind: perhaps
due to administrative indiffer-
ence.

There is scope for research
[R&D) on local diseases, includ-
ing malnutrition and its long-
term effects, on which litera-
ture in the developed countries
may be scanty. The new scourge
is arsenic poisonin thrnu%
the world

drinking water — an
appears to have been caught un-
aware,

With a vast population of

120 million, and the half living
below the poverty level, the ef-
fect on the future generations is
a useful field of study. Medical
research is high-level, high-
tech profession, and needs ade-
quate structural support, and

access to funds.

Our otential philan-
thropists have not been ade-
quately tapped into Third

World research fields. The lead .

has to come from the society for
establishing the needed foun-
dations for such activities; now
that the private sector is being
encouraged to invest in an envi-
ronment of global trade.
Research does not aim for
immediate cash profit or topi-
cal value. The political initia-
tive is lagging. We need many
orientations in many direc-
tions; once we settle down to a
systematic way of governing.

A Zabr
Dhaka

All is not well

Sir, A news item which ap-
eared in The DS on March 31
as drawn my attention and

concern. Though the news was
not highlighted, | consider it to
be alarming.

It was reported that most of
the Hen%)ali officials working in
Khagrachhari have been asked
to vacate their quarters by
April 10. The order was reluc-
tantly issued by the Executive
Engineer of the Parbattya
Chattagram Devclnﬂmcnt
Board, Mohammad Shahjahan
at the behest of Kalpa Ranjan
Chakma, the minister without
portfolio.

Two things appear to be out

of conformity :

— Why Bengalis alone have
been sorted out to vacate quar-
ters?

— Why at such a short no-
tice?

It is not clear what Kalpa
Ranjan Chakma's real inten-
tions are and the government
must look into the matter im-
mediately before it is too late.
.l am a little sceptical about
the CHT Peace Treaty issue, and
I sincerely believe that my
doubts are proven wrong. But |
cannot ignore the fear that
what ap‘fears to be a small
move today by Kalpa Ranjan
Chakma by evacuating Bengali
government officials from Kha-
grachhari can take the form of
massive autonomy movement
by the tribals, in say another 10
years.

I do not subscribe to the AL
government's view that all is
well at the CHT frontier.

It is high time that the gov-
ernment in consultation with
the opposition must sit together
and analyse the pros and cons
of the CHT Peace Treaty, for the
sake of maintaining unity of
{:he country, before it gets too

ate.

Shaukat Islam
Dhaka.

incidents

Sir, On the 11th March, '98
Ms Zakiuddin wrote an article
in The Daily Star rf:%arding the
rape of a minor girl and other
related matters.

She has rightly pointed out
that in our country the media
simply pounce on such stories
and write in details about the
incident without cari about
the emotional trauma that the

victim and her parents go
through. They do not bother to
protect the names of the victims
and their parents. For them, it
is of no concern.

Perhaps, there is no crime as
degrading and traumatising for
a girl/woman as rape. It is im-
possible for a man to feel how
devastating it is for a woman. [t
is bound to affect her whole life.
No amount of punishment or
compensation can atone for the
crime.

Thanks to Ms Zakiuddin for
writing a perceptive article on a
very sensitive issue.

M A Mohsin
40, Siddeswari Circular Rd.
Dhaka

Who is the real
culprit

Sir, A lot of things have been
written about Maria's fate. All
of us were outraged by the act of
so-called accused, but nobody is
thinking why this kind of per-
version is eating the society so
fast. We can punish one or two
Tom. Dick or Harry but will
this stop this kind of offence!
No — and no — we cannot stop
this (Even capital punishment
couldn’t stop this kind of nui-
sance in Saudi Arabia).

Who is actually responsible
for Maria? 1 would hold respon-
sible the people who evict the
brothels, and cannot think or
see the long-term effect of the
eviction. Therefore what was

. supposed to happen has hap-

pened.

I therefore suggest that the
redlight areas should be acti-
vated again. |1 do not want to of-
fend anybody, all I want is to of-
fer my suggestion to minimise
this affair as far as the society
is concerned. | do no say that

the culprits should go unpun-
ished. Law should be amended
in such a way as these kind of
perverts be separated from the
society in some island like
Kalapani or in solitary con-
finement where all sexual ac-
tivity is stopped for him.

A Disgusted Citizen
Shantinagar, Dhaka.

Ilegal intrusion of

foreigners

Sir, It is disquieting to learn
that more than 10,000 Indian
nationals intruded into
Bangladesh from Mizoram dur-
ing the last two months. The in-
truders are claiming that they
are Bangladeshi nationals fled
to the Indian state of Mizoram
at the time of 1971 War of Inde-
pendence. [t is also reported
that about 70 Burmese have
crossed into Bangladesh. The
repatriation of all Rohingyas
has not yet been completed.

Bangladesh is a small coun-
tl;y and cannot bear the burden
of any further refugees. If we
fail to drive out these illegal
people to their native land,
more people will try to cross the
border. We have come know
that some of the local tribes are
encouraging the tribal people to
com= to settle in the hilly re-
gions. The claim of Bangladeshi
citizenship should not be ac-
cepted. Man{ people who were
living here long before inde-
pendence have already left this
country permanently and
staying in India. There was a
large number of exodus after
1947. These people are no more
nationals of this country.

When people of other dis-
tricts of Bangladesh cannot set-
tle in the hilly regions, why

then the tribal people of other
countries should be allowed to
settle in our coun We should
not accept them as refugees
even. We are already overbur-
dened with our own population.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Laxmipur. Rajshahi

Of scary prospect

Sir, This is at the backdrop
of your timely editorial "Scary
Prospect” (DS, April 7, '98) that
we, a whole family, establish
our firm stance against, and ex-

ress our utmost dismay at, the
ikely enlargement of Sweden
Aslam et al on bail.

There's no denying the fact
that mechanical application of
law can at times be at odds with
true justice, owing to which
criminals like Sweden Aslam
may comprehensibly be re-
leased on bail. At the news of
their likely enlargement the
vulnerable are already shiver-
ing in fear, let alone give evi-
dence during trial for their
courage might unequivocally
fall victim of intimidations to
be coming from this vicious
circle. If they find their way out
this early and easily through
the loopholes of law. they will,
so to speak, keep doing the job
they are supposed to doin
with a renewed strength, an
sheer injustice will unambigu-
ously triumph over society,

Besides, we [eel outraged at
the total failure of the govern-
ment to nab any of the godfa-
thers — supposed to have been
named by this imprisoned cir-
cle — who work behind the
scene, It, we think, behooves the

overnment to nab and try
them publicly.

Nishat, Emdad, Jumma. Janna.
Enayet and Jamil
Sylhet



