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Govt-PCJSS
talks begin

By Special Correspondent

Talks between the govern-
ment and the Parbattya Chatta-
iram Jana Sanghati Samity
PCJSS] began vesterday even-
ing in the city in an effort to
remove differences between the
two sides on the four bills
placed in the Jatiya Sangsad for
implementing the CHT peace

agreement.
The meeting followed a re-
quest from the PCJSS5 on

Wednesday.

The PCJSS complained that
the bills showed deviation from
a number of points relating to
the authority of the proposed
Regional Council and the three
hill district councils as laid
down in the CHT agreement.

The meeting began at state
guest house Padma at about 7-

0 pm. The government side in-
cluded Law Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru, Chief Whip of
the Sangsad Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah. Minister without port-
folio Kalparanjan Chakma and
State Minister for Planning Dr
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Liquor poisoning
3 more die, 65

still under

treatment

By Staff Correspondent

With the death of three more

rsons. the toll from Tuesday's
iquor poisoning at Gaibandha.
rose to 65 yesterday.

The three persons died at the
Rangpur Medical College Hospi-
tal, our Rangpur Correspondent

reported. At least 65 people are

undergoing treatment at differ-
ent hospitals and clinics in
Rangpur and Gaibandha. RMCH
director told The Daily Star
Correspondent that all the 28
ailing persons in the hospital
are improving. -

Our Gaibandha Correspon-
dent reported that the situation
at Gaibandha improved as no
death was reported yesterday
till filing nl’p the report at
around 10 pm. Police recovered
80 bottles of liquor from a bush
at Muhuripara in the town.
Thev have launched a massive
drive to recover poisonous
liguor.

Our correspondents also re-

“See'Page 12Col 8 1

Businessman
crushed under
wheels of

DCC truck

By Staff Correspondent

A 36-year-old man was
killed on the spot as a DCC
garbage container truck sma-
shed his motorcycle and ran
over him at around 11:30
Frida niﬁht on Abdul Ghani
Road {)esi e the Secretariat.

The victim, Samiruddin
Ahmed, a businessman by pro-
fession and a resident of
Dhanmondi, was returning
home from his in-laws house in
the old part of the city. He was
going by his motorcycle along
with his wife and seven-year-
old son. His wife was seriously
injured and their son escaped
unhurt miraculously.

Samir's relatives quoted
witnesses as saying that the
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The government has aimed
at preparing a '‘pragmatic’ bud-
get for the fiscal 1998-99, tak-
ing lessons from this year's
'mismatch’ in budgetary alloca-
tions.

[t has envisaged a 'very pru-
dent’ revenue collection esti-
mate for the next financial year
after this year's failure to mo-
bilise domestic resources, a bri-
dled spending and a much lower
availability of external re-
sources, sources said.

Even the size of the next ADP
has been planned lower than
this year's outlay. "This looks
pragmatic in view of the serious
shortfall in ADP spending this
year,” one source said.

w dailystarnews.tom

BAISHAKH 6, 1405 BS

By Inam Ahmed

The Finance Ministry en-
visages a very meagre growth of
1.20 per cent in revenue collec-
tion for the next year against an
ambitious 20 per cent growth
target in the current fiscal
year's budget.

For fiscal 1998-99, the rev-
enue collection larget has been
fixed around Tk 19,860 crore
against Tk 19624 crore for the
current financial year which
has also been planned to be
scaled down to Tk 18,300 crore
in the revised budget.

On the other hand, the
planned revenue expenditure
growlh is 6.4 per cent for the
next budget. This is also lower
than this vear's 20 per cent

85pc tap water contamin

WASA survey

By Mizan Al

Eighty-five per cent of the
water samples of Dhaka WASA,
collected from different city ar-
eas, have been found to be con-
taminated with disease - caus-
ing coliform micro-organism,
according to tests conducted by
the WASA.

“In some areas the coliform
count was found as high as 130
per 100 ml water .The normal
reading should be absolutely
zero”, said a source quoting the
test report.

“Only 15 per cent of the sam-
ples were found to be containing
zero level coliform count. Col-
iform count indicates possible
presence of disease-causing mi-
cro-organism”. he said. The
testes, done on samples col-
lected from 250 spots, were con-
ducted recently.

Part of the WASA's supply
system which is based on sur-
face water coming from three
rfxist_lng water treatment plants
i
many of the peollutants dis-
charged by industries cannot be
removed through the conven-
tional water treatment process,
the sources said.

Of the daily water supply of
870 million litre by Dhaka
WASA, 94 per cent comes from
its 227 deep tubewells while the
rest flow from the existing three
surface water treatment plants.

Another study on leak detec-
tion, carried out by the WASA
in Dhanmondi, revealed that 25
per cent of the water in the area
was lost due to leak in pipes.

"When a supply pipe is
leaked near a sewer or drainage
line, the water can be easily
contaminated,” commented
another WASA official.

Prof Feroze Ahmed, of the
Civil Engineering Department
of BUET, when contacted, said,
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planned prowth. Apainst this
liscal's Tk 14.544 crore expen-
diture, it has preliminarily
planned a Tk 15,485 crore rev-
enue expenditure for the next
linan r*inF year.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment has taken a very cau-
tious stance regarding avall-
ability of external resources in
the next vear's budget. 1 has
calculated only Tk 6,300 crore
external resources against Tk
6.779 crore for this financial
year. The planned amount is
closer to the revised Tk 6,370
crore external resource avail-
ability this year.

The government has
planned a much slimmer ADP

ate
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Unauthorised connections through garden pipes from
WASA's supply line at Doara Para in the city's Mirpur

area.

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Bravo!

By Staff Correspondent

Two young men braved the
danger of bomb blasts and cap-
tured two dacoits with four live
bombs after a gang of about 10
men ftried to rob a house at
Shankar, west Dhanmondi un-
der Mohammadpur thana yes-
terday.

Ponir and Liton of the area
responded to a distress call
from a female inmate of a first-
floor flat in their neighbour-
hood at around 12 Noon. The
woman told the two from her
balcony that 'five to six dacoits’
were trying to enter her f{lat,
Ponir later told this correspon-
dent.

As others from the neigh-
bourhood also responded to the
call, the dacoits tried to esca
blasting a series of bombs in the
narrow street. Ponir and Liton
chased the gang and caught two
of them. The other gang mem-
bers managed to escape.

By the time Mohammadpur
olice intervened, a big crowd
ad gathered there beating u

the miscreants mercilessly. A.E
ter rescuing them from the mob,
recovering four crackers from
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'None will be allowed
to speak if BNP
denied floor in JS'

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan has
warned that his party will Five
a befitting reply to the ruling

arty if it tries to resist any
artal in the future, reports
UNB.

He accused the government
of pushing the country towards
civil war as it "unleashed armed
terrorism” against the leaders
and workers of BNP and its
front organisations during the
hartal hours Wednesday.

Bhuiyan was addressing a
rally at the Institute of Diploma
Engineers in the city yesterday
as part of the two-day pro-
gramme of the opposition 7-

arty alliance protesting the
illing of BNP activists during
the hartal.

BNP secretary general said
that the armed hooligans were
encouraged by the declaration
of the Awami League leaders
that they would resisl the oppo-

sition hartal.

He said BNP was compelled
to call the hartal as the opposi-
tion had been repeatedly denied
the opportunity to discuss in

arliament various issues af-
ecting the people including
price spiral nll essentials, dete-
rioration of the law and order
and CHT accord.

He said BNP lawmakers had
requested the Speaker for sev-
eral times to arrange general
discussions on these issues, but
no step was taken in this re-
gard.

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
said BNP knows well how to
speak in parliament.

"If the party members are
not E]“-'-CI‘WE'('] to speak in parlia-
ment, no member will be al-
lowed to speak. This is the
strategy of the party,” he said.

>onvenor of BNP city unit
Sadeq Hossain Khoka MP, who
See Page 12 Col 7

55 gossip at Rajuk, draw

By Morshed Ali Khan

More than 55 personnel of
the Dhaka Metropolitan Devel-
opment Planning (DMDP) have
'nothing to do’ since June 1996
because Rajuk did not absorb
them into its organogram after
the project ended, sources con-
cerned revealed.

The personnel— architects,
engineers, town planners,
economist, cartographers and
other professionals — come to
the office at the annex building

of Rajuk and gossip over cups of

tea.

They are being paid from the
Rafuk's revenue budget since
July 1996.

ese professionals alleged
that Rajuk's top officials were
‘reluctant’ to absorb them in the

Rajuk as per one of the DMDP's

mn’]lﬁonents.

e Tk 16 crore World Bank
aided DMDP was siarted in
1992 to devise the Dhaka Mas-
ter Plan. Structure Plan and De-
tailed Area Planning (DAP) for
26 areas of the city and
Narayanganj. The project ended
without the last component be-
ing completed.

“The DMDP officials said de-
tailed planning for only two ar-
eas has been completed. "There
is no progress because we do not
feel ]iﬁt working in such an un-
cer]tain situation,” said an offi-
cial.

Several Rajuk officials
termed the demand for their ab-
sorption totally unrealistic.

"They could not even complete
the work thElYl were assigned to
do. How do they want to be ab-
sorbed in Rajuk organogram?”
asked a Rajuk official.

Rajuk’s vehement opposi-
tion to take in trained profes-
sionals surprised others in-
volved in city management.

"Rajuk always complained
about lack t}ly professional
manpower. Why are they refus-
ing to accommodate these peo-
ple who have been trained to
work in the sector?" asked a
city developer who was present
at the Rajuk office.

Some sources claimed that
the DMDP manpower was not
absorbed because many top Ra-
juk officials were "afraid of los-

'Pragmatic budget' for '98-99 being planned

Govt likely to fix lower ADP
outlay, revenue target

for the next financial year, only
Tk 11,900 crore against this
year's Tk 12,800 crore. This
slender-looking ADP reflects a
realisation of the fact that there
has been a big shortfall in ADP
implementation this year. This
yvear's ADB has been revised at
Tk 10.900 crore.

According to the sources, the
government is expecting a Tk
820 crore shortfall in NBR tax
receipts this fiscal and another
Tk 500 crore shortfall in non-
tax receipts. Moreover. short-
fall is expected in collection of
non-NBR tax receipts like car
registration lee, land develop-
ment tax, registration etc.

BNP’s sit-in 1n
front of DESA
Bhaban today

The city unit of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party [(BNE) will
stage sit-in demonstration in
front of DESA Bhaban today at
11 am protesting the 'unbear-
able’ loadshedding, reports
LUNB.

The demonstration is part of
a month-long programme to
protest inadequate supply of
electricity, water, gas price
hike. killing. repression on
women and police excess.

City BNP convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka, MP, has urged
the leaders, workers and the
people in general to join the sit-
in demonstration in front of
Ramna Restaurant at 10-30 am.

Biman DC-10
“talls sick’

at Rome

By Special Correspondent

A DC-10 aircraft of the
Bangladesh Biman, which de-
veloped problems in its-engine
and hydraulic system at Rome
Airport on Thursday night, is

ted to fly back to Dhaka in
a couple of days, Biman sources
said yesterday.

The trouble forced Biman to
reschedule its international
flights, including the Kuwait-
Bahrain bound BG 041, which is
leaving at 8 am on Monday in-
stead of 7.45 pm today, the air-
line regretting the delay said.

Biman sources said the air-
craft on its way to London re-
ported the trouble after landing

See Page 12 Col 2

26 women, children

rescued 1n Jessore

BENAPOLE, Apr 18: Twenty-
six ple including women and
children were rescued by the
BDR from village Gatipara of
Sharsha thana while being
trafficked to India today, re-
ports UNB.

The rescued people include
19 men, five women and two
children were brought from
different parts of Cox's Bazar
district. :

Acting on a tip-off, BDR per-
sonnel of Benapole camp res-
cued the people from den of traf-
fickers in the village.

They were handed over to
Sharsha police.

Indian frigates
arrive Ctg
today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 18: Two
Indian navy [rigates, INS Tir
and INS Krishna, will arrive in
Chittagong on April 19 on a
three-day goodwill visit, ac-
cording to a press release issued
by the office of the Deputy High
Commissioner of India here,

The visit by Indian frigates
is taking place after a gap of six
years, the press release said.

INS Tir is commanded hg
Captain P Sengupta while IN
Krishna in commanded by P K
Chatterjee.

salaries

ing their own job." A source in
Rajuk said that "many to
ranking officials" in Rajuk ha
n{a required qualifications at
all.

"These people feel that
DMDP's professionals would
take over their positions and
seniority,” the source said.

When contacted, Rajuk
Chairman Azizul Haq said
these professionals were re-
cruited for a specific project and
their absorption was at the dis-
cretion of Rajuk.

"They were supposed to leave
after completion of the project
but considering Rajuk's short-
age of professional manpower,
the process to absorb them has

See Page 12 Col 8
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Myanmar FM leaves for home

No date set to resume
Rohingya repatriation

By Staff Correspondent

Negotiations for resumption
of repatriation of the remain-
ing 21,000 Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh will start soon
through diplomatic channel
and Myanmar will reopen re-
ception centres at its border to
take back its nationals.

This was said at a joint press
conference addressed by visit-
ing Foreign Minister of Myan-
mar U Ohn Gyaw and his
[Bangladesh counterpart Abdus
Samad Azad at Zia Interna-
tional Airport in the city yes-
tercday.

The press conference was
held prior to the departure of
Gyaw at the end his three-day
official visit to Bangladesh,
~ Official talks between the
loreign ministers ol the two
countries held in Dhaka on

Friday. however, could not set
any date for resumption of the
long-stalled repalriation pro-
Cess.

Gyaw told newsmen that his
country would take necessary
steps with regard to 7,000 cases
already cleared by il and
would apply the same princi-
ples in giving clearances to an-
other 9,000 cases.

Regarding 252 Myanmar na-
tionals awaiting repaltriation
alter completion of their terms
in Bangladeshi jail, Gyaw said
the Myamnar Embassy in
Dhaka would interview them
and take appropriate action in
due course. He brushed aside
any fresh influx,

Abdus Samad Azad said that
alter necessary clearance from

See Page 12 Col 4
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W ednesday's incident in JS

Reconciliation move

By Nazmul Ashraf and Reaz Ahmad

Moves are underway for a
reconciliation between the
Speaker and the BNP lawmak-
ers after Wednesday's pande-
monium in the Jatiya Sangsad,
sources both in the ruling and
the major opposition parties
said.

The BNP lawmakers hurled
paper missiles and abuses at the
Speaker and damaged TV cam-
eras on his rostrum while
protesting ‘denial’ of the floor to
them to speak on hartal inci-
dents on that day.

Despite the Speaker's warn-
ing for action against 14 BNP
lawmakers for Wednesday's in-
cident, any punitive action is
unlikely, Awami League sources

said,

‘Blacking out BNP [rom the
proceedings of the parliament
on Thursday is thought to be a
punishment to the opposition
party”, a top AL leader said,
asking not to be named.

"It is unlikely that the
Speaker would apply articles 15
and 16 of the JS Rules of Proce-
dure to punish the BNP law-
makers. responsible for Wed-
nesday's events”, a source close
to the Speaker said.

BNP Viee President MK An-
war, who blamed the Speaker's
‘partisan role’ for Wednesday's
incident, said "It was childish-
ness” that the Chair did not al-

See Page 12 Col 1

BAU confers DSc on Dr. Borlaug

'Civilisation can't survive
if agriculture collapses'

MYMENSINGH, Apr
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity today conferred hon-
orary DSc Degree on the world
renowned agriculture scientist
and Nobel laureate Dr Norman
Ernest Borlaug, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina handed over the certifi-
cate of the degree to Dr Borlaug
at a function at the Shil-
pacharya Zainul Abedin audi-
torium of BAU this morning.

The conferment of the degree
was arranged through the first
special convocation of BAU.
Earlier, the Prime Minister led
the convocation procession
joined by 384 BAU teachers, in-
cluding the Vice-Chancellor.

Recalling the contribution of
Dr Borlaug, the Prime Minister
felicitated the Nobel laureate
for his lifelong service for the

18:

cause of world peace and human
welfare.

"Bangladesh owes in particu-
lar among the beneficiaries to
your genius in respect of HYV
wheat cultivation,” she said
adding that "Bangladesh as-
pires to attain the goal of self-
sufficiency in food".

Dr Borlaug thanked the
Prime Minister for giving him
the honour and said civilisa-
tion of a country cannot be sus-
tained if its agriculture col-
lapses.

Dr Borlaug is called the pio-
neer of 'Green Revolution' for
developing HYV wheat.

In her address Hasina also
called upon the agricultural sci-
entists to pay more altention in
innovative work to bring the
crop production system and

See Page 12 Col 4

Collapse of auditorium beam

Shilpakala sues 15 but
builders allege sabotage

By Staff Correspondent

Consliruction work of the
Jatiya Nattyashala has been
postponed as the authorities
concerned brnufht allegations
against the builders, supervi-
sors and about the structural
design.

In a second such incident
within six months, a beam of
the under-construction three-
storey building collapsed Fri-
day leaving at least ten workers
injured.

Construction work of the
building which began in 1996
was scheduled to be completed
by next month, sources said.

e venue was selected for the
D-8 conlerence, scheduled to be
held in Dhaka in October this
year, sources said.

Director General of the
Shilpakala Academy Azad
Rahman filed a case against 15
persons of the construction and
consultant companies follow-
ing the incident.

There may be negligence on
the part of the supervisors, lack
of necessary precautionary
measures on the part of the con-
tractors and technical flaws in
the construction work, the DG
alleged in the complaint filed
with the Ramna thana.

Project Builders, the con-
struction coinpany of the Tk 22
crore project, however, claimed
that there was no negligence on
the part of the construction
workers or the officials and en-
gineers of the conslruction
company.

Neither was there any engi-
neering flaws as the whole
thing was approved by the pro-
ject consultants and the de-
partments concerned, a director
of the company, Obaidullah
said.

"We started the casting work
only after getting clearance
from the consultants that the

See Page 12 Col 1

Natore BNP procession
attacked: 15 injured

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Apr 18: At least 15
BNP leaders and aclivists were
injured, nine seriously, when a

oup of armedmen attacked a

NP procession in front of Ut-
tara Supermarket in the town
this afternoon, police and wit-
nesses said.

Of the seriously injured, BNP
leaders Advocate Abdul Quader
and Jalauddin, Jubo Dal leader
Nasim Khan and Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal leader buddin
received bullet injuries while
BNP activists Dr Moyenuddin,
Afsar, and Titon received in-
lehrlzs from cocktail blasts.

ey were rushed to the Ra-
jshahi Medical College Hospital

AL, attacke
with firearms, cocktails and

(RMCH) for treatment. Others
were treated at different local
clinics.

Local BNP leaders at a press
conference in the evenin
claimed that "the terrorists o
the ruling Awami League (AL)
attacked the procession”.

When contacted over Lele-
phone, district AL president
Advocate Sazedin Rahman,
however, denied the allega-
tions.

Witnesses said that a group
of about 12 armed youths
chanting slogans in favour of
the procession
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Govt even bluffed‘
PCIJSS, says
Khaleda

~ BNP Chalirperson and Leader
ol the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
accused the government of
breaking its commitments to
the people one after another,
reports UNB.

"The government has even
bluffed those with whom it
signed the agreement on Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts. it has fallen
into a big problem as the bills
placed in parliament is incon-
sistent with the agreement,” she
said.

The opposition leader was
speaking al a function at 29
Minto Road, where a large
number of leaders and workers
of the Chittagong Dock Sramik
League joined the Jatiyatabadi
Sramik Dal, the lahour front of

See Page 12 Col 2 .

Rape attempt on

woman: 4 held
By Statf Correspondent

A 27-year-old widow was al-
legedly beaten by a group of
voung men while trying to rape
her inside a room at New Mar-
ket in the cily yesterday.

Dhanmondi police said the
woman complained that a gang
of young men proposed to have
sex with her at about 10.3 am,
They beat the woman as she re-
fused, police send quoting the
FIR, filed by the victim.

The young woman, an em-
broidery worker, was attacked
when she went to collect her
wages from a shop in New Mar-
ket.

The victim later went to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for treatment ol injuries in
her leg, hospital sources said.

Police arrested four persons
as Siraz, Ripon. Rubel and
Faruk — in connection with the
incident. They are likely to be
produced before the CMM's
court today, police said.

SSC examinee
commits suicide

JESSORE, Apr 18: An SSC
examinee of Keshabpur Pilot
High School center here com-
mitted suicide today after being
expelled from the examination,
reports UNDB,

Hospital sources said the
student. identified as Yunus Ali,
16, of Narayanpur High School
and son of Khoda Box of Arua
village, took poison immedi-
ately after he was expelled from
the examination hall.

The body was sent to Jessore
General Hospital for autopsy.

Terrorists’ den
raided at
Ctg, none held

From Staft Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 18: Police
raided a hide-out ol terrorists at
Mehdibagh in the city last night
and recovered a cut-rifle and
some liquor bottles.

The terrorists fled sensing
the raid in advance and none
could be arrested during the op-
eratiorl.

Police sald some identified
terrorists forcibly had occupied
two rooms in a house at
Mehdibagh where they used to
meet at night. But the owner of

the house fearing attack on his
life kept silent without protest.
Meanwhile, some activists
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) of MES College brought
out a procession protesting the
crackdown by police.

AGP leader shot
dead by ULFA

GUWAHATI, Apr 18: Out-
lawed ULFA militants shot
dead a senior leader of ruling
Asom Gana Parishad and his
sister after storming their
house at a village in Darran
district, official sources sai
here today. reports PTI.

Four ULFA extremists forced
their way into the house of Khi-
rodananda Goswami, president
of district AGP, fired at him
from point blank killing him
instantly, the sources said.




