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remain at impasse

BEIJING, Apr 16: The [irst
direct talks in four years be-
tween the two rival Koreas re-
mained at an impasse Thurs-
day, with negotiators ending
their latest meeting without an
agreement, a South Korean
diplomat said, reports AP.

The negotiators from North
and South Korea met for nearly
two hours in a plush hotel in
Beijing, but "there was no re-
sult.” said Kim Ok Joon, a South
Korean Embassy official.

No future mnieetings were
scheduled, but the two sides
would stay in contact, Kim said.
The two delegations were also to
meet for dinner Thursday
evening, he said. He said he
didn't know when the delega-
tions would return home.

"There are many gaps in
opinion,” the South's lead nego-
tiator, Deputy Unilication Min-
ister Jeong Se-hyun, was quoted
as saying by South Korea's
Yonhap news agency alter
Thursday morning's meeting.

The two sides did not meet
Wednesday. partly because of a
national holiday in North Ko-
rea marking the birthday of
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formier leader Kim Il Sung, the
embassy official said.

The discussion, which
started Saturday in Beijing, are
the first direct talks between
the two sides since Kim's death
in 1994,

The last meeting Tuesday
stalled over North rean de-
mands for fertiliser and its re-
fusal to give South Korea a
timetable for reuniting families
separated by the 1945 division
of the Korean Igf-.ninsula into
the communist North and capi-
talist South and by the 1950-53
Korean War.

North Korea's lead negotia-
tor, Chun Kum Chul, continued
to insist Thursday that South
Korea unconditionally provide
the famine-stricken North with
fertiliser badly needed after
three years of poor harvests, ac-
cording to the Yonhap report.

Chun said Tuesday that
North Korea asked Seoul to
provide 500,000 tons of fer-
tiliser urgently needed for
spring planting.

South Korea offered 200,000
tons — a proposal Chun said
was not generous.”

Flash floods in Indonesia: srieny

flash floods swept about 40 houses and killed one person in
Karang Dapo Lama village, Indonesia's south Sumatra province

before dawn on Wedne

al:‘lr. Xinhua reports from Jakarta.
Al least three people have gone missing

in the floods that

occurred after the Betung River, a tributary of Musi River, over-
flowed, Antara News Agency reported yesterday.

The floods also destroyed 40 hectares of farmland and car-
ried away thousands of cows and goats.

Death toll in vehicle smash in SA now 31:
South African police said yesterday that the death toll in a
horrific five-vehicle smash in the eastern province of Kwazulu-
Natal had risen to 31 including 27 children, Reuters reports

from Johnnesburg.

At least 50 were hurt, inany severely, after a school bus,
horse and trailer, mini-bus, car and taxi collided on a S%pen road
a

outside the northern Kwazulu of Newcastle on Wedne

noor.
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waves to the fait
General Audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican,
Wedneaday. During his address, the Pontiff greeted
pilgrims from Ireland and Northern Ireland and renewed

his encouragement for all parties to work for the success
of the peace pact reached last week.

NATO to hold 50th anniver

President Bill Clinton will play host to next spring's 50th an-
NATO meeting in Washington, the White House said
Wednesday. AP reports from Washington.

The Weslern alliance is expected to welcome at its (meetings
on April 24-25, 1999 the entry of Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Republic as new members. Their invitations for member-

ship were approved at a 1997 summit of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization in Madrid.

Clashes leave 3 dead in Nigeria:

Three people were killed and several others wounded'in clashes
between supporters and opponents of Nigerian strongman Gen-
eral Sani Abacha in the southwest Nigerian city of Ibadan. an
AFP correspondent reported, AFP says from Ibadan.

The report came as a UN special rapporteur on Wednesday is-
sued a damning report cataloguing the Nigerian military junta's
systematic vivlation of basic human rights. The UN report, the
to Nigeria, provoked an angry reac-
tion frem Nigeria's Foreign Minister Tom lkimi, who charged
that the European Union, and Britain in particular, want
destabilise his country by denouncing hunian rights abuses,
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3 Russians killed in Chechnya: x

Russian army general and two other senior officers were killed
early Thursday in an ambush in Ingushetia. a restive region
bordering the breakaway republic ol Chechnya. AP reports from

Gen. Viktor Prokopenko of the military's General Staff of
the Russian armed forces and two unidentified General Staff
colonels died when unknown assailants fired automatic
weapons and grenade launchers at their convoy, the Interfax
news agency reported, quoling government officials.

Magor of Tehran freed: renran
holam-Hossain Karbaschi, arrested 11 days ago on cor-
ruption charges, was released from prison on Wednesday. the
olficial IRNA news agency reported, AFP reports from Tehran.
IRNA said the mayor was on his way to the Interior Min-
a defence committee for him and
publicising his achievements as mayor
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Koreas direct talks | :

Bill Richardson, left, the special envoy
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of US Presidnt Bill Clinton and the U

ambassador to United Nations, is seen off by Nawaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan at
Prime Minister House in Islamabad on Thursday. Richardson will visit Afghanistan on
Friday to meet Taliban leaders and their opposition for peace in the war-torn country.
Pakistan's Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub is seen in centre.

— AP/UNB photo

Richardson-Sharif hold meeting

Missile proliferation in

ISLAMABAD, Apr 16: Mis-
sile proliferation in a region
that has seen three wars in the
last 50 years ranked high on
talks ursday between UN
Ambassador Bill Richardson
and Pakistan's Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, reports AP.

At the end of the talks held
in the grand white marble
prime minister's residence
overlooking the federal capital.
Richardson said "US and Pak-
istan relations are in good
shaEle ... we had a terrific meet-
1IT1E.

gHuwever. he refused to elab-
orate.

Sharif too refused to give
details, but dismissed sugges-
tions that the testing earlier
this month of the medium-
range Ghauri missile threat-
ened relations between Pak-
istan and the United States.

"Why should it harm rela-
tions with the US? It is Pak-
istan’'s indigenous missile pro-
gramme," Sharif told reporters
outside his residence. "It must
not harm relations with any-
body."

The Ghauri missile with a
range of 1,500 kilometres (900
miles) and a payload of 720

unds can hit deep into neigh-

ouring India. against whom
Pakistan had fought three wars.

The two South Asian neigh-
bours went to war in 1948 and
1965 over the disputed Hi-
malayan state of Kashmir, di-
vided between the two countries
by the departing British, and
again in 1971 over Bangladesh
or what was then East Pak-
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istan.

Richardson arrived in Pak-
istan from India where he dis-
cussed the danger of an arms
race on the Asian subcontinent.

India already has in its ar-
senal medium range missiles
capable of striking every major
city in Pakistan.

The missiles, developed by
both Pakistan and India, are
believed to be capable of carry-
ing a nuclear bomb and both
countries admit to having the
technology to build one. How-
ever, both countries say their
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SRINAGAR, India, Apr 16:
Twenty people were killed in
separate incidents of violence
in the northern Indian state of
Kashmir which has been
wracked by a Muslim separatist
campaign, police said here to-
day, report AFP.

Six rebels and two soldiers
were killed late Wednesday at a
village 40 kilometres (25 miiles)
sout
capital Srinagar following a
gunbattle sparked by an army
raid,

Police said [ive militants
were killed in a firefight off the
apple-growing town of Sopore,
and eight other deaths had been

reported across the state since
late Wednesday.

of the Kashmir summer '

region features in talks

nuclear programs are for peace-
ful purposes.

The United States out off all
military and humanitarian aid
to Pakistan in 1990 because it
believed Islamabad had crossed
the nuclear threshold and built
a nuclear bomb.

The cut off ended a long rela-
tionship between Pakistan and
the US that peaked during the
1980s Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. Pakistan was
then the front line state against
the spread of communisin.

From Pakistani territory,
Afghanistan’'s Islamic insur-
gents waged their resistance
against invading Soviet sol-
diers. Pakistan was then the
United States major cold war
ally and the largest recipient of
US aid.

In 1989 the lormer Soviet
Union withdrew its troops from
Afghanistan and the following

rear Washington cut aid saving
S laws prohibited giving aid to
nuclear states.

Pakistan has accused the US
of discriminating apgainst Pak-
istan, saying India 1ested a nu-
clear devise in 1971,

India’s new Hiuduy national
ist government also

clear I[;)rugra:mnf'- with an eye to

possibly declaring 1self a nu-
clear state.
Both India and FPakistan

have refused to sign the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty. India
says it creates exclusive club of
existing nuclear slates and Pak-
Istan says it won't sign unless
India also signs.

_ hasy
promised to re-evaluate its nu-
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President Clinton signs his name to a sign welcoming him to tornado-ravaged Birmiogham,
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Ala., Wednesday. Clinton toured the area of Alabama where some 32-people woere killed
last Wednesday when the force-5 tornado struck.

— AP/UINB photo

Future arms inspection in Saddam’s palace compounds

Iraq appears to be setting limits

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 16:
raq appears to be setting limits
on luture arms inspections in
President Saddam Hussein's
palace compounds and has tired
to circumvent the weapons ex-
perts by appealing directly to
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
and diplomats, a UN report said
on Wednesday, reports Reuters.

Charles Duelfer, who led a
team of arms expeclis and
diplomats into Iraq's "Presi-
dential sites” in March and
April said in the report that the
mission - the [lirst test of An-
nan's February 23 agreement
with Iraq - went smoothly as a
whole despile the large number
of personnel on all sides.

But he said Iraq's views of
the accord made it clear that
“the fundamental issue of con-
tinuing access is by no means
solved and has only been post-
poned to the future.”

Duelfer's comments,
tained by Reuters, appeared in
an annex to a security council
report written by .}'a}rantha

Dhanapala, the UN undersecre-

 tary—general for disarmament,
who organised the team that

ob-

included diplomats for the first
time.

The opening of the eight
presidential sites was made
possible by the accord Annan
reached with Saddam to allow
unfettered access to all sites for
inspectors searching for signs
of weapons of mass destruction
and related. materials. The

Armed men attack
village in
Philippines :3 killed

COTABATO, Philippines,
Apr 16: About 30 men attacked
a remote southern Philippine
village with gunfire, killing at
least three people and setting
fire to 14 huts and a Muslim
mosque, police said Thursday,
reports AP.

About 10 other villagers,

who were mostly asleep in their

houses, were injured in the at-
tack at dawn Wednesday in
Illyan in Sultan Kudarat
province, provincial police
chief Acnad Maminta said.
Maminta said about 30 men,
armed mostly with rifles, en-
tered the farming village,

agreement averted a bombing
raid by the United States.
Specifically, Duelfer said
Iragi officials had told him re-
peat visits to the palaces were
"not finite” he also said that
diplomats on the inspections at
times took Iraq’'s side against
the inspectors and that Baghdad
officials now took some of their
disputes about the inspections

directly to Annan.
Bul Annan, questioned by

reporters, said the agreement
we signed does allow entry and
re-entry and therefore I really
don't know where this is com-
ing from."

Told that the comments
came from oil minister Amir
Muhammed Rasheed, he said, “I
don't know if General Rasheed
can overrule President Saddam
Hussein and Deputy Prime Min-
ister Tareq Aziz. That ee-
ment was signed by T Aziz
and discussed with President.
So if there is any change in the
agreement. I expect it to come
from higher levels."

The agreement, he said was
very clear and allowed "entry
and re-entry” to the eight presi-

dential compounds.

Richardson hails
wide-ranging talks
with Sharif

ISLAMABAD, Apr 16: US
Ambassador to the United Na-
tions Bill Richardson toda
hailed wide-ranging talks wit
Pakistani Premier Nawaz
Sharif with the Afghan conflict
and troubled Kashmir topping
the agenda, officials said, re-
ports AFP.

The talks went off well,
Richardson told reporters as he
emerged from the meeting along
with Sharif at the prime minis-
ter's official residence here.

"We had a very good meetin
with my friend and great frien
of the United States,” Richard-
son said. "We made good
progress in the talks,” he added,
without going into details.

The talks covered almost ev-
ery topic. Sharif said. specifi-
cally mentioning Afghanistan
and the situation in the Hi-
malayan region of Kashmir
which has long been a thorn in
relations between Pakistan and
India.

Yeltsin signs law
banning return
to Germany
treasures

MOSCOW, Apr 16: President

{ Boris Yeltsin signed Wednesday

a law bamming the returm to
Germany of treasares-loeted
during World WariH, a Kremlin
spokesman was quoted by In-
terfax as saying, reports AFP,

But the Russian President
also appealed to the constitu-
tionally court to re-examine the
manner in which the law was
adopted by parliament,
spokesman Sergei Yastrzhemb-
sky said,

Yastrzhembsky said the law,
which Yeltsin was obliged to
sign by Russia's highest court,
violated Russia's constitution
and its commitments under in-
lernational law,

Parliament passed the tro-
phy art bill to prevent the re-
turn of all cultural treasures
looted by Soviet troops during
World War II, overriding a
presidential veto in a vote a
year ago,

Red tides have
killed over 30 tons
of fish in China

BEIJING, Apr 16: Red tides
have killed more than 30 tons
of fish worth more than 2 mil-
lion yuan (dlrs 240.000) in
Zhuhai, the south China city
bordering Macau, an official
newspaper reported Thursday,
reports AP,

The decade’s worst red tides
already have wiped out hall of
the stock of HE]I faris in
nearby Hong Kong, a loss the
Hong Kong governmenl has put
at 80 million Hong Kong dollars
(US dirs 10.2 million) but fish
farmers say may be three limes
that amount.

A separate report by the
state-controlled China News
Service said about 100 tons of
fish had died in Nan'ao, east of
Hong Kong in southern China's
Guangdong province,

The report said the red tide
urigi:m[urfiu Fujian province,
which lies to the northeast ot
Guangdong.

Israel must withdraw
troops unconditionally
from South Lebanon'

CAIRO, Apr 16: Visiting
Syrian President Hafez Al As-
sad said on Wednesday that Is-
rael must unconditionall
withdraw its troops from Suutﬁ
Lebanon, reports AFP,

"Now they (the Israelis) say
they want to withdraw. That's
good and the Lebanese accept
that, provided it involves a de-
tailed implementation of the
resolution.” he said referring to
the 1978 UN resolution 425
calling for an immediate with-
drawal.

"Resolution 425 does not re-
quire any agreement or com-
mitment” for it to be carried
out, Assad said at a joint press
conference with Egyptian Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak.

“The Israelis must leave in
the same way they arrived, I
think that's also the Lebanese

point of view,” he said.

Israel earlier this month of-
fered to withdraw from South
Lebanon, where it maintains a
buffer zone, provided Beirut
guarantees security on the bor-
der region.

Assad arrived in Cairo ear-
lier Wednesday accompanied b?r
Vice President Abdel Hali
Khaddam and Foreign Minister
Faruq Al-Shara for talks with
Mubarak on latest develop-
ments in the Middle East.

Mubarak said the Israelis
"entered Lebanon without per-
mission and must also leave the
country without permission,
that's the solution.”

Meanwhile, Egyptian For-
eign Minister Amr Mussa said
that Lebanese Prime Minister
Rafic Hariri would visit Egypt
spon, but he did not elaborate.

Y'slavia won't accept int'l
mediation over Kosovo issue

BELGRADE, Apr 16: Yu-
goslav President Slobodan
Milosevic reiterated Wednesday
that his country won't accept
any international mediation
over the Kosovo issue, Tanjug
news agency reported,
Xinhua.

While meeting with visiting
Danish Foreign Minister
Helveg Petersen, Milosevic said
there is no need for foreign me-
diation in talks on the Kosovo
issue. There were no reasons to
interfere in Yugoslavia's inter-
nal affairs.

Milosevic said the Kosovo
issue is Serbia's internal affair

and Kosovo an inalienable part
of the territory of Serbia. The
issue needed to be resolved in a
political way.

_Kosovo, a Serbian province
with an ethnic Albanian ma-

reports,  jerity,-has-sunk into chaos

since ethnic Albanians, calling
for independence from Serbia

began clashing with local Serb
police.

Yugoslav and Serbian au-
thorities have rejected interna-
tional mediation or the inter-
nationalisation of the issue, ar-

Lifﬂg it is Serbia’'s internal af-
airs.
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Paula Jones holds a meeting Wednesday, in Dallas, Texas,
with lawyers Don Campell, left, and Wes Holmes to
discuss the odds of winning an appeal of the April 1
decision by Judge Susan Webber Wright, which found
that her sexual harassment suit against President Clinton

did not merit at trial.

Death of Pol Pot heralds end of career of
one of world's most psychotic tyrants

- PHNOM PENH, Apr 16: The
reported death of Khmer Rouge
leader Pol Pot heralds the end
of the murderous carcer of one
of the world's most psychotic
tyrants, but precise details of
his life remains shrouded in
mystery, reports AFP, '

The shadowy Khmer Rougpe
leader, thought to be 72 al-
though the exact date of his
birth is not clear, died of a heart
attack, Khmer Rouge cadres and
the Thai military said today,

Senior Khmer Rouge officers
contacted in the hills surrount-
ing the rebels' beleaguered
stronghold at Anlong Veng told
worldwide television news that
Pol Pot died at 11.15 pm on
Wednesday.

Senior Thai military offi-
cers in the border region told
-AFP they had been informed by
Khmer rebels near the frontier

early this morning,

Pol Pot has becen held re-
sponsible for the deaths of up lo
two million Cambodians, vie-
Lims of a gruesonie regime bent
on turning the country into an
agrarian Maoist utopia between
1975 and 1979.

ol Pot grew up in a rela-
tively prosperous Xrming fam-
lly in Kompong Thong
province, the heartland of the
then French protectorate.

One of his brothers, Saloth
Neap, once described Pol Pol as
a gentle and kind child, adding
he had no idea what his sibling
had become until he saw a
poster of "brother number one"
— Pol Pot's title as leader of the
Khmer Rouge — hung up at this
work collective.

Having studied at a Buddhist
monastery and a Rorman

catholic school, Pol Pot won a
scholarship in 1949 to study
radio electronics in Paris.
Never a brilliant student. the
young activist devoted his Lime
to radical student politics and
Marxism — charming converis
at cell meetings in his Latin
guarter apartment in Paris.

He eventually lost his schol-
arship and returned to Phnom
Penh in 1953.

Pol Pot then scaled the
ranks of the fledgling under-

round Camnbodian Communist
arty and became secrelary-
general in 1962.

His success was attributed to
his ability to combine remark-
able charm and grace with an
unflinching appetite for
killin%

In 1963, fearing persecution
from then Prince Norodom Si-

hanouk's secrel police. Pol Pol
and several of his trusted right-
hand men fled in‘o the bush.

Based in remole northeast-
ern Cambodia, Pol Pol was in-
fluenced by the surrounding
hill-tribes, these ‘“origina
Khmers" were sell-sufficient in
their communal living, had ne
use for money and were "un-
tainted” by Buddhism.

When he came to power in
1975, Pol Pot quickly sel about
transforming the country into
his vision of an agrarian utopia
by emplying the cities.

Abolishing money, private
property and religion and sel-
ting up rural collectives.

ol Pol's radical social ex-
periment claimed the lives ol
countless Cambodians through
execution, disease and starva-
tion.

People who simply wore

glasses or coulid speak o fereign
language were olicit Largeted,
The Khiner Ronpge govess-
rent fell in 1970 whon Vietien
invaded Cambodia aller a series

ol violent border confronta-
lions.

Fol Pot amd his men once
again fled to the nosthern jun
gle.

But in the lopsy Ly werld
of the Cold Wir. Khnier Rouge
gnjoyed suphor! dyom the
United States and aline Asian
nations for irs opposilin to the
patiah that Vieltnan hiad be-
corne after the Vielooan war,

-Pol Pot officiilly iclires as
leader of his guerilla movement
at the end of the 1980

Last. July, Pol Pol was
charged withh (reason by the
Khmer Rouge and seitenced Lo
life under house arrest.

— AP/UNB photo

Richardson visits Afghanistan today

Renewed US interest raises hopes
of pressure on warring factions

KABUL, Apr 16: Renewed 115
interest in A}_[ﬂ'mm:-alam. evident
from the visil Friday of US
Ambassador to the United Na-
tions  Bill Richardson, has
raised hopes ol stepped up pres-
stire on the warring factions
here to sue for peace, reporls
ol D g

Wrecked by a bitter civil war
among groups once backed by
Washinglon o deleal the 10-
year Ssoviel  occupation,
Richardson's briel visil is being
hailed as a turning point alter
years ol apparent US disinter-
esl.

The Americans can bring
prace lo our coundry if they
ward o and torce the parties Lo
accept a4 solution. just like they
did in Bosnia,” reasoned M
Abadi, an engineer hiving in
war-shattered Kabul.

Residents throughout the
capital echo such sentiments,

arguing the United States
maybe ready to linally pay
wlhial is considered to be a debt
to Afphanistan lor the expul-
sion of the Soviet Red Army in
1989,

"We sullered greatly to beat
the Russians and the commu-
nists but we were lelt with more
lighting and the Americans just
forgot about us.” lamented
farmer Ghulam Farooq eveing a
stump where s leg was betore
it was blown oft by a Sovier Taad
e,

[rarinige hus two-hiown ving
visit to Kabmwil, Richardson and
his delegation plan to ineetl the
number-two leader of the hard-
line Taliban militia, Mullah.
Mohammad Rabbani. and the
NGO on a tour of the smashed
City.

JrIII:n[TI-:.-iz’d:'-; say he will attempt
to convince the hardline mili-

tia 1o opt for peace before the
spring when a fresh round of
fighting may break out. While
also urging them lo improve
their rights record.

Richardson, the most senior
western political figure to visit
Afghanistan since war broke
oul nearly 20 years ago will
then fly north to meet leaders

from the anti-Taliban alliance.

In Shiberghan, he plans to
meet the powerful ex-commu-
st aid ethnie-Uzbek warlord
Abddul Rashid Dostam, and in
Faisabad he is 1o meet ousted
piesident Burhanuddin Rab-
hant aud top commander head
Shah Masood.

UN officials and analysis
here, however, cautioned
against expecting the visit to
bring the breakthrough in ef-
forts to end the contlict hoped
for by Atghans.



