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CHT hills

BNP protests

govt’s ‘double

standard’

BNF has asked the govern-
ment to withdraw the cases
filed against party leaders and
workers as per lour-point
agreement signed between Lhe
government and the opposition.
reports UNDB.

An emergency meetinﬁ ol
BNP standing committee here
last night observed that the

overnment, instead ol with-

rawing the old cases, had
slarted issuing arrest warrarnts
or filing new cases against BNP
activists.

The meeting called the gov-
ernment a subservient one and
accused it of being involved in a
‘deep-rooted conspiracy’ to give
legal coverage to the CHT accord
that has been rejected by the
people.

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia,chaired the
meeling al her oflicial residence
at 29 Minto Road, said a press
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Hoblday mood
prevails

By Special Correspondent

The city is likely to return to
normalcy today alter five days
of Eid holiday.

But there were hardly any
sign yesterday that it was re-
coiling back to life.

Eid holiday mood prevailed
all over the city and elsewhere
in the country.

There had been three days of
Eid holiday which was added
with the normal weekend. mak-
ing it a five-day holiday.

It hel a vast majority of
city dwellers go to their vilragc
homes.

Some people look extra
leave. They are probably com-
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Samad Azad meets

Saudi Crown Prince

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday mel
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz at Al-
Salam Palace in Jeddah, ac-
cording to a message received in
the city, reports UNB,

The foretgn minister Taudéd |

the arrangements for Hajj, in-
cluding the fire-proof tents this
year.

On bilateral issues, the
Crown Prince reiterated to fur-
ther widen and deepen the rela-
tions between the two countries,

He hoped that the govern-
ment and all others would take
all measures to improve the law
and order situation so that
people of Bangladesh could
prosper economically and im-
prove the quality of life of the
people.

Azad conveyed to him the
greetings of the President and
the Prime Minister.

In reply, the Crown Prince
conveyed the greetings of the
custodian of the two holy
mosques and his greetings to
the President, Prime Minister
arnd people of Bangladesh.

One shot dead
in Bandarban

BANDARBAN, Apr 11: A
tribal man was shot dead by an
unknown assailant near

Roangchhari thana bazar this
morning, reports UNB.

Police said Monghola U
Marma, 35. was shot {from be-
hind at 6:15 am when he was go-
ing to the bazar at Panna. He
died on the spot.

Police suspected previous
enmity over land as the motive
behind the killing,.
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CHT bills likely to be
placed in JS today

The government is likely to
introduce four bills in the
Jatiyva Sangsad today to pro-
vide legal cover to the CHT
peace agreement, sources in
the Parliament Secretariat
said.

The current session of the
parliament resumes at 10
this morning after a 10-da
recess on account of Eid-ul-
Azha.

The bills, including one on
the lormation of a Regional
Council for the Chittagong
Hill Tracts (CHT), were
approved by the Cabinet on
March 30,

Three other bills are to
seek amendments to the ex-
isting local government coun-
cils of Khagrachhari,
Rangamati and Bandarban

By Staff Correspondent

hill districts.

Meanwhile, the main op-
position BNP and its allies
have called a hall-day hartal
across the country for
Wednesday to protest the
“government attempt to le-
galise” the CHT accord,
which they have termed un-
constitutional.

The government signed
the agreement with the
PCJSS on December 2 last
yvear, ending more than two
decades of armed insurgency
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT).

The government move to
pass the bills in the parlia-
ment has angered the BNP,.
which earlier demanded for
a pgeneral discussion in the
House on the CHT issue.

CHAITRA 29, 1404 BS

Shortly after the CHT bills
were submitted to the Parlia--
ment Secretariat and copies
were distributed among the
lawmakers on April 3, the
BNP standing committee met
urgently to discuss its posi-
tion on the matter.

The [ollowing day, BNP
also met its partners in the
seven-party alliance and
called a counirywide hartal
in protest against the gov-
ernment move to legalise the
CHT accord,

The hartal was originally
called lor April 13 and was
later shilted to April 15,
Again, the alliance revised
the hartal programme yes-
terday. reducing its duration
from dawn -to-dusk to a
hall-day one.

Cairn’s enhanced budget for

Sangu tield may be okayed

The government is consider-

ing approving the much-talked-

aboul enhanced budget of
British company Cairn for de-
veloping the Sangu field, mak-
ing the cost of gas from Sangu
costlier than estimated earlier,
sources said.

Cairn is also trying to get a
Tk one crore budget approved by
Petrobangla for the inaugura-
tion ceremony of the Sangu gas
field later this month.

At the outset, the Sangu field
will officially start to supply 60
million cubic feet of pas per da
(mmcfd) to be national grid,
gradually increasing the supply
to 160 mmecfd. Earlier it was
planned that Cairn would start
with 160 mmcfd gas supgg'. but
the government requested it to
start with 60 mmefd.

Star Report

Sources said that as per
Cairn’s original budget for the
Sangu gas field development
approved by Petrobangla a cou-
Fle of years ago, the cost was
ixed at 188 million US dollars.
In this budget, 25 million dol-
lars were allocated for contin-
ZeNncy purposes.

However, as Cairn started to
make significant progress in
developing the Sangu gasfield
within a record time of two
years, it placed a revised budget
showing that Sangu develop-
ment required 264 million dol-
lars. This revised budget was re-
jecled by Petrobangla in De-
cember last saying that Cairn
was not authori to spend so
much money and that the coni-
pany must keep its revised bud-
get close to the original.

Cairn came back with a re-
vised budget of 247 million US
dollars. This was again rejected
by Petrobangla.

Now. Cairn has apparently
convinced the government
about the rationale of its en-
hanced budget. It is likely that
the budget would be approved in
the coming month.

A Cairn spokesman told The
Daily Star recently that it was
Cairn's mistake to estimate the
budget at 188 million dollars.
"Cairn was not aware of various
cost factors when it first sub-
mitted the budget. As it started

working on the Sangu licld,
Cairnn came to know the real
costs. And this lenhanced! bud-

gel rellects the true cosis.
He said, the Sangu pgas field
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A trader checks a cattle horn amidst a pile. collected durin

g the Eid-ul-Azhu. limrung a
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tonne of horn fetches him Tk 9,000. Huge quantities of horns are collected during the Eid-
—Star photo by Anisur Rahman

ul-Azha.

Violence, crimes grip Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Apr 11: The
port city remained tense from
the beginning of this month due
to increase ol violence and
other incidents of crimne,

Sporadic gunfire, killings.
looting and rampage even dur-
ing the Eid holiday jolted the
city and its surrounding areas,
ml'-:z-ating panic among the peo-
ple.

BDR and police were kept on
alert here to maintain law and
order, administration sources
said. .

Police and witnesses said
three people including a jweller
were killed and several others
including a police constable
were bu]]I:“,-l-hit in separate inci-
dents during the Eid holiday
from April 7 to 9.

Besides, during rampage by
BCL activists in different areas,
a large number of passing vehi-

From Staff Correspondent

rles were damaged.

On April 7 at 2-15 pm. lour
armed miscreants attacked a
jewellery at K C Dey Road and
looted gold ornaments and
cash.

The gang also shot dead the
jweller, Noresh Chowdhury, 50,
al one stage of looting and fled
by the same car, police and wit-
nesses said.

The killing sparked off ten-
sion in the city while gold
traders brought out a procession
and held a protest rally. Police
is yet to arrest anybody in this
regard.

On April 9, two villagers
were killed and several others
bullet-hit when a group of
youngmen, identifying them-
selves as BCL activists of MES
College unit, launched a pre-
dawn attack on the house of one
Humayun, an accomplice of

Shibir-backed terrorist Nasir,
at Mondakini village under
Hathazari thana. police said.

SP of Chittagong M A Rauf
told this correspondent that
about 40 activists had gone to
Mondakini at 5 am by mi-
crobuses from the city's MES
College to launch the attack.

But when villagers in their
hundreds raised a hue and cry
and resisted the attack, Lhe
armed actlivists opened indis-
criminate fire, killing two per-
sons. The two were identified as
Md Ismail, 23, and Nurul Alam
Belal, 20.

Several others sulfered bul-
let wounds, police said.

The same day at 6 pm, police
arrested 16 activists of BCL
from Nandankanon area im-
mediately after a fight belween
two factions of the organisa-
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/-party reduces
Apr 15 hartal
hours because

of SSC exams

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led seven-party al-
liance has reduced its dawn-to-
dusk countrywide hartal on
April 15 to a hall-day pro-
gdramine.

The hartal was called earlier
to protest the government move
to "legalise” the CHT agreement.

The government is likely to
place four bills in the Jativa
Sangsad today to provide legal
cover to the agreement.

The decision to reduce the
hartal hours was taken as the
S5C examinations commence
on April 16, according 1o a reso-
lution adopted at an alliance
meeting yesterday at the Minto
Road olfficial residence of
Leader of the Opposition in
Parlianmeni Begum Khaleda Zia.

Chaired by BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhui-
yan, the meeting also resolved
that the programme of April 13
demonsirations throughout the
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4 murdered Iin
Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Apr 11: Four
persons including a Union
Parishad member were killed
by armed miscreants in the
district last night.

The victims were identified
as Amanullah 45, and Jovnal,
40, both from village Hafania
under Alamdanga thana, Abul
Kalam Azad Beltu, 35, a UP
member of Juranpur Union
Parishad in Damurhuda Tha-
na. and Sharifuddin Jhontu of
village Mahajanpur in
Meherpur thana.

All of them were shot dead
by the miscreants between 11
and 12 PM last night.

The motive behind their
murder could not be known
immediately.

According to Alamdanga po-
lice, Amanullah and Joynal
were called out of their resi-
dences and later shot dead by
Lhe armed miscreants.

UP member Abul Kalam
Azad was shot dead at Bha-

See Page 12 Col 3
Young man
shot dead

at Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 11: An
alleged terrorist was shot dead
by his rivals following ‘a dis-
pute over sharing of extortion
money last night'.

Police said Kajal Biswas. 25,
had come under attack by his
rivals at around 11.30 pm last
night at the Ice Factory Road.
The victim succumbed to bullet
wounds on the spot.

Police said Kajal was accused
in a number of criminal cases.

UNB. however, reported that
Kajal was an activist of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) and Secretary of Mukta
Bihanga Club in Railway Sta-
tion colony.

The agency quoting police
said the killing might be uel
to an internal feud in the local
student body.

Family sources and resi-
dents of the colony said Kajol
was called out of his residence
al 5 amn by a group of four or live
armed men. They drove him
about 90 yards away. close to

See Page 12 Col 1

Nasir sent to
jail, massive
hunt for his

accomplices

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 11: Police
began a massive hunt for
nabbing other members of the
Shibir-backed 'Nasir Bahini
and to recover sophisticated
arms possessed by them.

Meanwhile, the ring leader.
Nasir, arrested by police on
April 6 from the Chittagon
College hostel, was sent to jai
alter interrogation by police.

Police gathered some impor-
tant information during inter-
rogation of Nasir known as a
millionaire terrorist accused in
al least 26 criminal cases in-
cluding murder, abduction and
extortion.

Police sources said Nasir
would be brought under remand
again for further interrogation.
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Oil and gas exploration

Richardson to press for more
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involvement of US cos

Influential US politician
Bill Richardson, a close aide to
President Bill Clinton with the
rank of a cabinet minister, will
press for greater participation
and involvement of leading US
companies in gas and oil explo-
ration when he meets govern-
ment leaders during his two-
day visit to Dhaka, according to
diplomatic sources,

[t is learnt that US compa-
nies have been putting tremen-
dous pressure on the US gov-
ernment to compete aggres-
sively for the opportunity to ex-
plore and develop Bangladesh's
polential gas reserves,

About Richardson's trip to
Bangladesh, The Washington
Post in an article on Friday
said that the US Ambassador to
the UN will try to "defuse ten-
sion in hopes of furthering sta-

By Staff Correspondent

bilily and prospective Ameri-
cian interests in Bangladesh's
CHOTMous gas reserves,”

A foreign ministry official
without elaborating said Ri-
chardson's visit is "highly
significant as it would be re-
newing S business interest in
Bangladesh, besides improving
bilateral ties. US interest in the
oil and gas sector is well-
known."

US companies are also
pressing for export of gas to
neighbouring countries, par-
ticularly India.

US Ambassador in Dhaka
John C Holzman recently told
members of the American
Chamber that US companies
have long believed that
Bangladesh held significant re-
serves of gas. But they would not
invest huge amounts unless

they were confident of an ac-
cessible and reliable market for
it. He also suggested that
Bangladesh needs to decide
immediately about the export of
gas.

In a revised schedule,
Richardson will arrive in
Bangladesh tomorrow morning
at 6:40. -

Diplomatic sources said
Richardson is making the cur-
rent whirlwind trip to seven
Asian countries including
Bangladesh as a 'de lacto special
emissary' of President Clinton,
who is a close friend of him.
They noled that Richardson's
clout with Clinton and his sta-
tus of a cabinet minister makes
the trip to any Asian country
individually tmportant.

His packed itincrary for the
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The wailing mother and sister of Aslam Sardar who was

Killed 1n the city yesterday.

—Star photo

Brothers' Union Club
official murdered

By Staff Correspondent

Joint Secretary of Brothers'
Union Club and a city Awami
League leader, Aslam Sardar,
was stabbed to death by some
unidentified persons in front of
the club at Gopibagh yesterday
afternoon.

Aslam, 30, was Vice-presi-
dent of AL unit in Ward No 30.

A gang of about six persons
attacked him some ten yards
east of the Club when he came
out of the club at about 3 pm.
The assailants stabbed him
with sharp weapons like chap-
ati and knives and fled away,
police said. :

Critically injured Aslam
was rushed to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH]). He
died there at about 4 pm, our
DMCH correspondent reported.

Aslam, son of Abdul Alim
Sardar of Maniknagar, was the
father of a five-year-old girl.

Police suspected that the
killing was sequel to previous
enmitly over establishing

supremacy in the club and in
the locality.

Some local people, however,
suspected that rivalry over
lease of the Cattle market in the
Elaygrnund of the club may

ave some Jink with the
killing.

The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.
Motijheel police were preparing
to file a case in this connection.
None was arrested till filing of
this report last night.

Meanwhile, a woman filed a
case with Mirpur thana late
Friday night alleging that her
husband was killed by some of
his relatives at Diabari under
the thana on April 3.

Quoting the woman, police
said that her husband, Abul
Bashar, 42, went to his paternal
cousin's residence at Diabari on
April 3 to settle a dispute over a
loan.

Bashar, a resident of Nandi-
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Many cos unwilling to

float IPOs fearing
undersubscription

By M Shamsur Rahman

A continued bearish trend in
the secondary stock market has
scared many companies seek-
ing to raise funds from the
market, fearing undersubscrip-
tion.

Despite receiving the regula-
tors’ consent, over Tk 328.32
crore in Initial Public Offerings
(IPOs) are in the pipeline wait-
ing for the market to improve
for the last six months.

During the period, 20 com-
panies received consent from
the SEC to float shares worth
Tk 357.37 crore, Ol them, only

five companies seeking to raise
Tk 29.05 crore went public. The
market overwhelmingly ac-

cepled two companies including
a foreign one and rejected two,
while one company narrowly
escaped undersubscription. The
biggest sufferer was CMC Kamal
which floated shares seeking to
raise Tk B.6 crore, but managed
only a 11.40 per cent subscrip-
tion,

Some of the remaining 15
companies that received ap-
proval for floating IPOs with
premiums are now thinking of
withdrawing their proposed
premiums fearing undersub-
scription, sources in the com-
panies said. The issue managers
of the companies concerned are

See Page 12 Col 1

By Reaz Ahmad

Repatriation of the remain-
ing 21.000 Rohingya relupees is
expecled to begin soon after the
foreign minister level talks
between Bangladesh and
Myanmar in the city next week.

At the April 16 talks,
Bangladesh will press for early
resumption of the long stalled
repatriation process, official
sources said.

Myanmar Foreign Minister
U Ohn Gyaw will arrive in the
city on April 16, on a three-da
official visit to Bangladesh. He
will lead a four-member delega-

tion.

Talking to The Daily Star,

‘both government officials and

UNHCR officials gave the im-
pression that some 21,000
Myanmar nationals, living in
two refugee camps in Cox's
Bazar were willing to go back
home,

Some 2.5 lakh Myanmar
nationals, known as Ron-
hingyas, crossed into
Bangladesh in 1991 and 1992 to
escape persecution by the mili-
tary jrunta at home.

After repatriation of over
two lakh Rohingyas over the
years, Lhe process came to a halt

Official talks next week

in June last year amidst violent
protest by relugees unwilling to

go back home.

The last regular bi-monthl
meeting between Bangladesh
and Myanmar on refugee repa-
triation was held in 'Jan, 97

Talking to The Daily Star
recently, Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury hoped that with the
resumption ol bilateral talks
between Lthe lwo couritries, Ll
process ol repatriation would

start immediately.

Myanmar government had
earlier issued clearance for
some 7,000 refugees, out of the
21,000, but, gave an August 15,
1997 deadline for completion of
repatriation. The list of another
9.000 refugees was forwarded to
Myanmar months ago, but
necessary clearance was yet to
be issued.

Official sources said that at
the ensuin the talks.
Bangladesh will urge Myanmar

to extend its previous deadline
and provide all refugees with
necessary clearance so that
repatriation process could be-
¢in soon,

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), which had first facili-
tated repatriation talks, is now
facing severe fund crisis in
catering services to refugees in
Cox's Bazar, said sources.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, UNHCR officials in Dhaka
also expressed optimism about
early resumption of refugee
repatriation.

W Van Hovell, UNHCR Rep-

- lice raid and arrest o

-Myanmar to be asked to take back rest of Rohingyas

resentative in Bangladesh, had
earlier said that unless the
repatriation process resumed
soon completely on voluntary
basis, UNHCR would have to
seek funds from donor coun-
tries.

Meanwhile, following a po-
some
trouble mongers at Kutupalong
refugee camp in Cox's Bazar re-
cently, hundreds of Rohingyas
both in Kutupalong and Naya-
para refugee camps had regis-
tered their names with UNHCR
and repatriation officials, ex-
pressing their willingness to re-

lurn home. :

Schoolgirl raped
in Rajendrapur

GAZIPUR. Apr 11: A school-
girl was raped in Rajendrapur
ol the district on Friday night,
reports UNB,

Police said the victim — a
student of Class IX of Gonobha-
ban High School — was taken by
bus driver Abul from Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar area of Dhaka
city.

The girl was taken to a house
at Rajendrapur and then lo a
nearby dungle. where she was
repeatedly violated by Abul and
four of his accomplices.

The rapists left the girl in a
critical condition at about 4 am
today.

She reached Joydevpur
Ihana with the help ol Banga-

bandhu Manobadhikar San-
grakkhan Kendro of Nayanpur
and lodged a complaint identi-
[ying Abul and one of his ac-
complices, Siddique. .

Joydevpur police did not file
any case as, according to them,
the place of occurrence is under
the jurisdiction of Sreepur
thana.

They, however, visited the
spot and kept the girl under
their custody.

Woman raped
at Mirpur

By Staff Correspondent

A woman was raped at Mir-
pur in the small hours of yes-
terday, police said.

Quoting the complaint filed
by the vietim, police said that
the lone accused in the case
broke into the victim's house
located at the Godara Ghat slum
near Dhaka Zoo at around 2

am.
The culprit could not be ar-

rested till last night. Mother of
three children, the victim was
sent to police custody.

Girl kidnapped 1n
Pabna on April 4
yet to be rescued

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Apr 11: An HSC ex-
aminee, abducted from Sujana-
gar on April 4. could not be res-
cued yet.

A case was lodged with Su-

anagar thana wunder the

omen and Child Repression
Control Act but none was ar-
rested,

The examinee, Miss Jayanti
Rani Ghosh, is a student of
Nawab Serajuddowla College.
She was abducted allegedly by a
local Chhatra League leader,
Tofazzal Hossain Tofa, accord-
ing to an FIR filed with Sujana-

gar thana.

BAU to confer
hony DSc on
Dr Borlaug

Star Report
Bangladesh Agriculture
University (BAU) will confer

Doctor of Science (DSc) degree
on Nobel laureate Dr Norman E
Borlaug, a world renowned
agronomist, during his forth-
coming visit to Bangladesh, ac-
cording to official sources.

Dr Borlaug is scheduled to
pay a four-day visit to Bangla-
desh beginning from April 15.

During his stay in the coun-
try, the octogenarian agrono-
mist specialising in wheat
research and Plant pathology,
will deliver a lecture on 'Food
Security in South Asia' at the
Bangladesh Agriculture Resear-
ch Council on April 16.

On the following day, Dr
Borlaug, a former consultant of
Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion (FAO) and ex-director of
the wheat ?r amme at the In-
ternational Maize and Wheat
Improvement Centre, will visit
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Institute (BARI) at Joy-
devpur.

On the last leg of his visit,
BAU will confer an honorary
degree on him at its My-
mensingh campus. Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina is expected
to be present on the occasion,
the sources said.



