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Six security men
of Khaleda hurt
in road accident

By Staff Correspondent

Six security men of the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
were injured, one seriously,
when their pick-up van collided
head-on with a private car on
the Hare Road in the city on Eid
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Peace deal ending bloodshed
in Northern Ireland

BELFAST, Apr 10: After a
day and a half of non-stop
talks, weary negotiators con-
cluded an agreement late this
afternoon designed to bring

experience for me. 1 have never

been in any place with better

people. This is a remarkable

E]ace with remarkable people.”
e added.

over the past 48 hours.

The historic accord was
reached in a marathon session
at Stormont outside Belfast.
Negotiators worked right

Hasina greets
Blair
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150 Hajj pilgrims killed
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in stampede at Meena

MEENA, (Saudi Arabia) Apr
10: A total of 118 Hajj pilgrimns
died in a stampede Thursday
near the hely city of Makkah,

An additional 200 people
were injured, the Arab News, a
Saudi newspaper reported.

Gen Ahmad Bilal, director

Pilgrimage Minister Mah-
moud Safar said the deaths
were due to 'fate and destiny'
adding that the pilgrims has

Saudi Arabia's health ministry general of public security, said neglected to foll '
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Bangabhaban from her can-

that the two governments and

Negotiators in turn, includ-

Protestants who make up the

success in settling the long-

people began to press forward.
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According to Ramna police,
the car, bearing the number
Dhaka Gha-9936, hit the police
van at B:05pm. The car was
driven by one Ashik Sultan. He

See Page 12 Col 1

2 minor girls

raped 1n city
By Staff Correspondent

Two minor girls were raped
in the city in the last five days,
police said.

In one incident, a 10-year-
old girl was raped inside a
godown at Mohammadpur Kr-
ishi Market Wednesday after-
Nnoorl.

The girl was admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. A case was filed with Mo-
hammadpur thana.

Police held the lone accused
in the case, Rahim. He was sent
to Dhaka Central Jail.

In the other incident, a 16-
year-old garments worker was
gang-raped in Mirpur Section
One early Monday. A case was

See Page 12 Col 2
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| gratification,

George Mitchell.

"I have never felt the sense of
responsibility
and gratitude that I feel today.”
he added.

"It was a truly remarkable

tribute to Mitchell for his con-
duct of the talks.

There were also tributes to
British and Irish Prime minis-
ters Tony Blair and Bertie Ah-
ern for the role they had played

The peace settlement will be
put to a referendum in Northern
Ireland on May 22, Blair's
spokesman said. Ireland will

See Page 12 Col 5

In a message to British
Prime Minister Tony Blair,
Sheikh Hasina said, please ac-
cept our heartiest and warmth

See Page 12 Col 3

President Shahabuddin Ahmed at Eid congregation at the Jatiya Eidgah in the city.

Road accidents kill 14

road accidents in six districts
during the Eid holiday.

Four people, inciuding three
members of a family, were
killed and 15 others injured in
a road accident at Dawlatpur of

day.
Police said the accident oc-
curred when a microbus col-
lided with a Dhaka-bound truck
and later was hit by a Comilla-
bound passengers bus at about
11 am.

Of the dead. three were iden-
tified as Abdul Quyium, 35. of
village Kamella in Muradnagar
thana of the district, his wife
Shahida. 25, and son Saddam,
9. The other person was the

viehiicles but the drivers of the
bus and truck managed to flee
the spot.

In Mymensingh, three per-
sons were killed and 11 others
injured when a Mymensingh-

Enensingh-'f‘angail road Tues-
ay.

Fﬂhdul Mannan, 40, died on
the spot. Abul Kashem, 30, and
Abul Hashem, 25, were declared
dead at the Mymensingh Medi-
cal College Hospital.

In another accident, two
brothers died when a truck hit
their private car near Padua on
Feni bypass Tuesday.

Mehdi and Sayeedi, students

See Page 12 Col 7
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Eid-ul-Azha
celebra

The Muslims observed the
day. sacrificing animals in the
name of Almighty Allah and of-
fering wajeb prayers at Eidgah
and mosques all over the coun-

try.

tional Eidgah
supervision of the Dhaka City
Corporation.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed offered his Eid prayers
there. Ministers, city mayor
Mohammad Hanif and elite of
the city also offered their Eid
prayers at the main congrega-
tion.

The President exchanged Eid
greetings with the elite of the

Page 12 Col 6

Violent protest
follows arrest

of 16 BCL
activists at Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 10: Wor-
kers of Bangladesh Chhatra
League went one a rampaﬁe and
exchanged fire with police in
the city last night following the
arrest of some 16 party ac-
tivists.

One police constable was in-
jured and about 20 vehicles
were damaged during the clash,
police and witnesses said.

The arrested included for-
mer vice president of MES col-
lege students’ union Helal Ak-
bar Chowdhury Babar and in-
cumbent general secretary
Surajit Barua. They were ar-
rested from Nandankanon area
at 6 pm in connection with
criminal cases.

Angered by the arrest, the sup-

 porters went on a rampage.

They damaged vehicles and ex-
changed fire with police at
Nandankanon, Bouddhamon-
dir Road, GEC crossing and
Sholoshahar area.

of Nasir’s

accomplice:
2 shot dead

CHITTAGONG, Apr 10: At
least two villagers were shot
dead when a group of armed ac-
tivists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) attacked the house
of one Humayun, an accomplice
of Shibir-backed terrorist
Nasir, at Mandakini village
under Hathazari thana early
yeslerday.

The dead were identified as

See Page 12 Col 8
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Deportation begins soon

'Malaysia detained not more
than 1029 Bangladeshis'

By Reaz Ahmad

One thousand twenty-nine
Bangladeshi nationals in
Malaysia, served with deporta-
tion orders, might return home
within a week, Bangladesh Hl%h
Commissioner in Kuala
Lumpur has said.

Talking to The Daily Star
over telephone on Monday,
High Commissioner Wajed Ali
Khan Panni confirmed that ex-
cept those 1,029, no other
Bangladeshi national was now
in detention camps.

Following a press report in
this regard, Panni said, "We

within. a week for return of
these Bangladeshi nationals.

The High Commissioner
said that though the Malaysian
authorities did not agree to
waive the daily 'compound’ of
30 Ringit, charged from over-
staying foreign workers, "They
are considering cases we rec-
ommend.” He claimed, "Not
necessarily, our nationals are
in default all the time. Rather,
due to seizure of documents by
unscrupulous cmplt:_yars, for-
eign workers have to face prob-
lems in many cases."

checked it with the Malaysian Panni further said that as a
government and learnt that result of cembined pressure
these people have no legal work from countries which provide
permits in their possession.” workforce to Malaysia, it.was

The Malaysian a . now takirng action st local
will arrange a specfal [light See Page 12 Col ]

Number of motbrised
vehicles doubles in
eight years till '96

y Mizan Ali

The number of motorised

vehicles plying on the roads

across the country had neagrisv

doubled in eight years, till 19

according to a survey conducted
by the Transport Survey Wing
u¥ Bangladesh Road Transports

Authority.

The total number of mo-
torised vehicles was 2,51,765 in
1989 and it rose to 4,35,311 in
1996.

"In recent years, road traffic
increased by about nine per cent
annually," said the survey re-
port, available recently.

Motorised traffic exceeded
1000 vehicles per day (VPD) on
about 13.8 per cent of the road
network under the Roads and
Highways Department and it
was below 200 VPD on about 60
per cent of these roads.

4000 VPD and only four per cent
had over 4000 VPD, the report
pointed out.

The number of three wheeler
autorickshaws and private
transports with limited passen-
ger capacity increased remark-
ably during the period com-

ared to that of transports like
us and minibus.

Increase in the number of
three wheeler tempo was much
higher than "that of bus and
minibus."

Among all modes of mecha-
nised transports in the country,
autorickshaws recorded ' the
highest ‘increase, In 1989, the
base year for the survey, its
number was 19,796 and in 1996,
it stood at 62, 548.

Similarly, vehicles used as
private transport with:limited

condition of anonymity, said
150 people, most of them el-
derly, were trampled or plunged
to their deaths as pilgrims
rushed forward to take part in
the 'stoning the devil' ritual.

cers who tried to control the
crowd were trampled and hospi-
Lalised. 4

"What can the government
do if the pilgrims do not follow
the instructions?” he asked.

Three Bangladeshi pilgrims
were killed in the stampede in
Meena on Thursday, Foreign
Office sources in Dhaka said
yesterday, reports BSS.

The victims were found by a
team formed by the Bangladesh
embassy in Saudi Arabia, the
sources added.

The dead were identified as
Mohammad Hamiduddin
(Passport No 352125, Maktab
No 33 and File No 54). Ershad
Ali Bashar Mia (Passport No
1892, Maktab No 39 and File No
49) and Ahmed Baqgi Dhali
(Passport No 3667. Maktab No
35 andiFile No 36).

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, who is now in
Saudi Arabia, has visited the
site of stampede.

He confirmed the death of
three Bangladeshi pilgrims and
visited others Injured during
the stampede.

31 Bangladeshi pilgrims
die, 3 in stampede

An official handout said last
night that another 28 Bangla-
deshi Hajj i]girims died due to
'illness and old-age complica-
tions.'

A total of about 35 thousand
pilgrims from Bangladesh in-
cluding over 8000 ballottees
went to Saudi Arabia to per-
form Hajj this year.

According to a message re-
ceived in Chitlagong by the
Chittagong City Corporation,
there was no report of any ca-
suallty among pilgrims from
Chittagong who have gone to
perform Hajj under CCC pa-
tronisation.

Two pilgrire — Kazi Abdul
Qayyum and Farooq Ahmed —
however. died of illness in
Makkah and Arafal Maidan a
tew days ago, the message
added.

Meanwhile Prime Minister

See Page 12 Col 6

Bill Richardson's visit

politician and Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United Na-
tions Bill Richardson will ar-
rive in Dhaka tomorrow on a
two-da official visit to
Bangladesh.

retary of State for South Asia
and Bruce Rifdel, Special Assis-
tant to the President and Senior
Director, Near East and South
Asian Affairs, National Secu-
rity Council. The team will ar-
rive by a special US government
aircraft.

The visit of Richardson, who
holds the rank of cabinet min-
ister and is a close friend of
President Clinton, is being
viewed as very important for

particularly probe the prospects
of US companies getting big
business in Bangladesh, spe-
cially relating to the potential
energy sources said.

A foreign ministry official,

significant as it would be re-
newing US business interest in
Bangladesh besides improving
bilateral ties."

Richardson will arrive late
tomorrow night and leave early
Tuesday. He is due to visit a re-
habilitation centre in the city,
where women and children res-
cued from traffickers are stay-
ing. He will address a seminar
on ‘Making Democracy Work in

See Page 12 Col 6

have died if security forces had

not intervened to stop the rush.

Before the stampede began,

police had been holding back

crowds putside the area where
See Page 12 Col 7

Settlers, tribals
clash: Sec 144
at Dighinala

From Qur Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, Apr 10:
At least 15 people were injured
when settlers and tribesmen
clashed near Dighinala thana
here yesterday over killing of
two settler children by
unidentified persons on April
6.

Authorities clamped Sec-
tion 144 of CrPC in Dighinala
sadar area.

Besides police, Army and
BDR personnel have been de-
ployed to ward off further
clash, administration sources
said.

See Page 12 Col 4
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..Abeda Hafiz
dead

Page 4 Daudkandi thana on Dhaka- bound truck from Muktagachha The main Eid congregation He will be accompanied by  Without elaborating, said By Staff Correspondent
Chittagong highway on Tues- collided with a tempo on My- | in the capital was hed;t Nl?- From Staff Correspondent | Karl Inderfurth. Assistant Sec- Richardson's visit is "highly Dr Mrs Abeda Hafiz, renow-
at 8 am under the

ned educationist, ex-principal
of Eden Girl's College and wife
of former Speaker Mirza Golam
Hafiz, died in London on
Wednesday. She was 72.

Mrs Hafiz along with her
husband and son was on her
way to the United States on
Tuesday for treatment. Her
condition deteriorated during
the flight and she was rushed to
a London Hospital. Following

See Page 12 Col 2
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But 40 per cent of the na-
i tional road network had 1000-
2000 VPD, 13 per cent had 2000-
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