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7-party calls
countrywide
hartal on
April 13

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led seven-party al-
liance has called a dawn-to-
dusk hartal across the country
on April 13 to protest what it
said the government move to
give legal coverage to the CHT
agreement,

A decision to this effect was
taken at a meeting of the al-
liance with BNP chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda
Zia in the chair at her Minto
Road official residence yester-
day evening. ,

The alliance also decided Lo
hold a ‘grand rally’ in the capi-
tal on April 27 to register the

See Page 12 Col 6

BNP criticises
‘sudden move’

to place bill
on CHT accord

Opposition BNP has criti-
cised the government for its
"sudden move” to place a bill on
the CHT accord in parliament,
reports UNB.

It observed that following
the signing of the accord thou-
sands of Indian nationals in-
truded on the hill tracts region

identifying themselves as
refugees to get the facilities of-
fered to tribal returnees.

A resolution adopted at an
Emerﬁﬁncy meeting of the par-
ty's National Standing Com-
mittee on Friday said the gov-
ernment took the move to bring
the bill concerning CHT accord
despite its assurance of dis-

See Page 12 Col 1
BNP procession
at Chittagong
in support of

today’s hartal

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 4: Hun-
dreds of BNP activists and sup-
porters marched in the city
streets this afternoon protest-
ing the police action on their
processions on Thursday and
Friday and demanding release
of arrested party leaders.

A strnnﬁ contingent of police
followed the procession while
the marchers chanted slogans
demanding justice for the ac-
tion. :

The procession was brought
out in support of tomorrow's
half-day hartal in the port city,

called by the city BNP protest-
ing the police action. President
of the Chittagong city unit of

BNP Mir Md Nasiruddin was in-
jured in the action,
BNP also organised a protest

. SeePage 12 Col 3
Embezzlement

Police looking for
an account holder

of Islami Bank

By Staff Correspondent

The Vice-President of Islami
Bank Ltd who was arrested Fri-
day night was placed on a one-
day remand for further interro-
gation yesterday.

Besides, police were looking
for one KMZ Alam, an account
holder at the branch, for his al-
leged involvement in the em-
bezzlement of about Tk 1.39
crore from Motijheel branch of
the bank.

Police arrested Sirajul Is-
lam, the vice president, afler a
senior vice-president of the
bank filed a case on Wednesday

ainst Sirajul and Alam on
charges of misappropriating
about Tk 1.39 crore through
fake vouchers.
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Demand for

the Eid-ul-Azha, sale in 19 ecat-
tle markets in the cit
up vesterday amid miking in
all areas lo attract buyers.
Truckloads of cattle from

arriving in the city yvesterday.

at Amin Bazar by local mus-
clemen and forced to unload

market at Gabtoli.

trucks from the northern re-
gion avoided Gabtoli by using
Tongi road and reached the
markets in the inner city.

As usual, farmers and
ferent parts of the country com-
lained aboul "sysiematic” ex-
ortion on their way to Dhaka.
Many others coming by large
boats with their cattle also
complained about extortion on

With only thre
Gabtoli is picking up.

e
ey e m e

different kind of spices

With only three days left for
picked

the northern districts were seen

Many of the trucks were stopped

cattle at the city’'s largest cattle

Traders there said many

traders bringing cattle from dif-
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By Staff Correspondent
their way. '

Many traders chose to sell
their cattle on the city streets
rather than in designated mar-
kets. Till yesterday. most of the
markets were yet to get crowded
with buyers but organisers said
they were expecting a boost in
rates in the next two days.

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) sources said l?lﬂ_‘f had
taken adequate measures to
maintain law and order during
this period. But other sources
that only one team led by a
magistrate would patrol the city
streets and cattle markels.

At Naya Bazar cattle mar-
ket, organisers used several
loudspeakers, promising a
trouble-free pugchase and sale.

They de?lu}fed th'ﬂ'i'r“'gf@t_" Field, Merul Kutcha

personnel and provided fi
Prices of cattle at Gabtoli
till yesterday were mostly at

last year's level. Asked whether

..........

days left for the Eid-ul-Azha, sale at the city's biggest cattle market at

hagihreased ahend of BidoulAske.,
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Extortion on way by local musclemen

Truckloads of cattle arriving

in city: 19 markets open

there could be any shortage in

supply. an organiser said, he
did not think so.

Many city dwellers said they
were observing the market situ-
ation and would purchase the
sacrificial animals on the last
day because they did not have
space to keep those for long.

DCC sources said, the desig-
nated cattle markets in the city
are at Golapbagh Field, Posto-
gola Shashan Ghat. Banani
Field. Dhupkhola Field, Dha-
nmondi Playground, Bangla-
desh Bank Colony, Rahmatgani
Field, Hosni Dalan Road, Dho-
laikhal Road, Azimpur Road,
Khilkher Tanpara. Dayagani
Truck Terminal, er

Nayabazar, Kawran Bazar, Zi-
gatola, Hazaribagh Field, Az-
impur Primary School Field

azar,

—Star photo

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called uﬂnn
her partymen to work with a
deep sense of dedication and
sacrifice to change the lot of the
common people, reports BSS.

"You have to work with the
same spirit as you did duri
the Liberation War, she sai
while addressing the leaders
and workers of Manikganj
district Awami League an
other front organisations at her
Gonobhaban official residence
in the evening.

The Prime Minister said her
overnment had taken a num-
rer of steps for creating sell-
employment opportunity in the
country.

She also listed some of the
achievements of her govern-
ment like Farakka Treaty and
CHT Peace Accord. "But the
vested quarters were halching

BNP conspiring to disrupt
power supply: PM

conspiracies against the devel-
'?_Emenls of the country.
rough conspiracy and propa-
ganda, they are trying to create
chaos and confusion among the
people,” she said.
heikh Hasina said the BNP
government during its period
spent thousands of crores of
taka in power sector, but they
are now conspiring to disrupt
the process, she said, adding
that it was an ominous sign
that BNP MPs entered parlia-
ment with candles immediately
after the disruption of power
supply.

The Prime Minister said
that BNP had resorted to such
destructive design to take re-
venge on the people who forced
them out of power due to their
indulgence in massive corrup-
tion and looting of property

See Page 12 Col 8

3 hacked to
death in
Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Apr 4: Three per-
sons were hacked to death al-

legedly by a grogyp belonging to a
outlawed parly late Frida
night at Hadda Primary Schoo

ound under Koira thana of the
istrict.

The dead were identified as
ex-UP member Tapash Sarder,
30, Proshanto Mondal, 28, and
his nungcr brother Gopal
Mondol, 25,

Another man, Shashi Bhu-
san, 60, was severely injured
when he tried to resist the al-
leged killers from kidnapping
the victims from their houses at
gun-point.

The Police Super of Khulna,
Khan Akramuzzaman, Sus-
pected that the activists of an
outlawed organisation commit-

See Page 12 Col 3

1500 vehicles
stranded

at Aricha

By Staff Correspondent

About 1500 passenger buses,
trucks and private vehicles re-
mained stranded at three ferry
ghats on Aricha route yester-
day.

According to Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Corpo-
ration (BIWTC) sources, about
750 vehicles were waiting to be
ferried across the river Padma
and Jamuna from Aricha fe
ghat while 490 vehicles were
waiting to cross the river from
Natakhola and 280 vehicles
were waiting to cross over to
Aricha from Daulatdia ferry
ghat till 9 last night.

A BIWTC official said, "Traf-
fic congestion started since Fri-
day evening as increasing num-
ber of vehicles mostly extra
passenger buses and trucks car-

See Page 12 Col 2

Scuffle at
ferry ghat

By Staff Correspondent

An untoward incident took
place between police and army
personnel over priorily cross-
ing at the Aricha ghat yester-
day.

According to sources, the in-
cident occurred when an army
officer in a convoy heading for
Rangpur Cantonment, wanted
lo board the ferries bypassing
the queue of stranded vehicles
at Aricha ghat. He said that the

about the crossing and, as such,
demanded priority.

The on-duty traffic police
raised objection to the army of-
ficer's demand which created a
tense situation at the ghat, lead-
ing to a sculffle at one stage.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Manikganj was informed
about the incident immediately.
He then visited the spot and
settled the matter.

While talking to The Daily
Star over telephone last night,
the DC said, "I have formed an
inquiry committee to investi-
gate the incident.”

The committee is scheduled
to submit its report by tomor-
row or day after.”

The army convoy crossed the
ghat later in the afternoon.

| Proposal for pvt

power plant
at Baghabar

awaits clearance

Star Report

A financial and technical of-
fer by a British company to set
uE: 100 mw gas-ba power
plant at Bagha is lying with
the Energy Ministry for clear-
ance for the last three months.

Sources said that a high
level meeting of the Energy
Ministry to decide on the
Baghabari private power
scheme has been rescheduled
three times recently.

The Power «:1:]]v opened fi-
nancial offers by two foreign
power companies cipatin
in the bid for the mjgct lrgl
earl{) January and forwarded
the bid documents of Midland
Powers, the lowest bidder, to the
Energy Ministry at that time.

Midland Powers offered a
levelised tariff of Tk 1.95 (US
4.35 cents) per unit for 22
and has to set up the
gas-based power plant within a
year of signing the final agree-
ment. The project will cost
about 200 on US dollars.

The government :]:rcnnd the
‘request for proposal' for this
plant in mid-July last year and
initially five companies had

participated.

Bengal Group
Chairman’s
rejoinder

The following rejoinder was
sent by Abul Khair Litu, Chair-
man, Group Limited, re-
lated to the news item "Arrest
warrant against Bengal Group
Chairman” printed in The
Daily Star issue of April 3,
199&:.

"The news is motivated and
false. In summons case the
Magistrate issued warrant most
illegally. So on the next date I
surrendered before the High
Court Division and obtained
anticipatory bail. | was granted
anticipatory bail on 1st April,
1998. Your Staff Corresponden-
t's report that I did not surren-
der before court is not correct.”

A Home Ministry proposal
to create an Economic Crime
Cell (ECC) is yet to take any
concrete shape as the ministries
of finance and law have
suggested formation of the Cell
as a separate department, inde-
pendent of the CID, said official
sources,

The Home Ministry is now
thinking of creating the ECC in
line with the Bureau of Anti-
Corruption or the Department
of Narcotics Control which op-
erate under the Cabinet Divi-
sion and the Home Ministry re-
spectively. Accountability of

pro;i?loscd ECC is yet to be de-
cided, the sources said.

New deptt, independent of CID,

. | Economic Crime cell

By Mizan Ali

As per the original proposal
of the Home Ministry prepared
in January last, ECC was to
work under the direct supervi-
sion of the CID and investigate
economic crimes like currency
forgery, lzruduct counterfeiting
and banking frauds.

When the proposal was sent
to the ministries of finance and
law, they suggested that the ECC
should be formed as a separate
department, independent of po-
lice and the CID in cular.

As per the suggestion of the

ministries of finance and law,
the Home Ministry is now
working on a new idea to create
the ECC as a separate depart-
ment, independent of CID, the
sources said.

Officials of law and finance
ministries argued that the Cell
would require expertise of
highly qualified and experi-
enc pquale to detect manipu-
lation and misappropriation in
specialised areas like finance
and business. They, however.
did not explain what should be

suggested

sition of the proposed
Cell.

The move to create the ECC
was taken up by the Home Min-
istry follo a Finance Min-
istry proposal last year after
charges of massive manipula-
tion were made against some
stock market o tors.

A section of Home Ministry
officials, however, expressed
their dismay over the idea of
creating the Cell independent of

ce. They said such cells exist

other countries and those are
supervised lice.

They sai ‘Serious Fraud
Investigation Unit in the UK' is

su by police.

army had sent a message earlier
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Fund shortage worries leather
exporters as Eid nears

Export of finished leather
may not attain the target in the
current financial year if hides
and skin can not be procured
adequately during the Eid-ul-
Azha due to shortage of funds,
leather exporters said.

The target, set by the Export
Promotion Bureau, is Tk 945
crore.

About 40 per cent of the total
collection ol hides and skin in a
year is made during the Eid-

ul-Azha, exporters said, There
had been less export of finished
leather during the last couple of
years mainly because of poor
procurement of raw hides and
skin during the Eid, they added.

Talking to this correspon-
dent some leather exporters
said they may not be able to col-
lect sufficient quantities of raw
hides and skin during the Eid if
commercial banks do not sanc-
tion them loans.

Owners of leather industries
had defaulted loans of Tk 772
crore with 8 different commer-
cial banks till February this

By Govinda Shil

year. Their total debt stood at
Tk 1.220 crore, sources in the
banks said.

The banks gave loans of Tk
184 .59 crore to primary proces-
sors for purchase of raw hides
and skin. Of this amount, Tk
113.13 crore was defaulted by
them till February.

Leather traders were given
Tk 483 crore loans during the
first seven months of the cur-
rent financial year against an

EPB set target of Tk 547.50
Crore.
Finance Minister SAMS

Kibria said on Wednesday last
that no fresh loans would be
given to the defaulters during
the Eid-ul-Azha.

Talking to this correspon-
dent Abdul Sattar Bhuiyan,
President of Bangladesh Fin-
ished Leather and Leather
Goods Exports Association,
however, pleaded for fresh
loans to genuine exporters who
fell victim to circumstances.

"We appreciale the govern-
ment's legal action against the

willful defaulters in the sector.
But there are some circumstan-
tial defaulters for whom the
government should take a le-
nient view.” Sattar said.

He said there are some en-
trepreneurs who failed to run
their business in early 1990s
mainly due to lack of modern
technology in their factories.
"The nature of demand in the
international market has
changed but some of us could
not cope with it and became
sick,” Bhuiyan added.

He said some nationalised
banks will hold Board meetings
today to discuss the position of
exporters. "We hope a positive
outcome from the meetings.”

Export Promotion Bureau
Vice-chairman Faisal Ahmed
Chowdhury, when contacted
said that export earnings from
leather products were increas-
ing but those from [linished
leather were declining. Lack of
technological development and
tra‘-:mnlngE and absence of a

e Page 12 Col 8

Record wheat outpuf

likely this year

By Reaz Ahmad

Wheat production in the
country is likely to hit a record
1.7 million metric tons or more
this year, due to a big leap in
acreage.

According to estimates b
the International Maize an
Wheat Improvement Centre
(CIMMYT) and US Agency for
International Development
(USAID), the country will have
a bumper’ harvest of wheat this
year. Total production of wheat
was 1.46 million MT in fiscal
1996-97.

“"Following a production
shortfall of Aman paddy this
year, hints of big increase in
wheat production came as
blessing to growers”, com-
mented an ofticial. According
to official statistics, Aman pro-
duction in fiscal 1997-98 was
estimated to be 8.8 million MT

as against |

9.55 million MT in 1996-97.
~_In a recent report on status
of wheat production, CIMMYT

assessed that there had been a
26 per cent increase in hec-
tarage in the country, from 6.35
lakh hectares last season to
eight lakh hectares this season.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, CIMMYT agronomist
Dr Craig A Meisner said,
"Weather, if favourable, can
cause the wheat production to
live up to its potential of 1.92
million MT". Dr Meisner ex-
plained that "over 70 per cent
wheat was sown much after the
last optimum date of December
1, due to late rainfall.”" But, he
hoped, with an extended winter
season, yield level would be 2.3
tonnes per hectare, if not last
year's estimated level of 2.4
tonnes per hectare,

He said, "There are rumours
that even this area is too con-
servative. I have heard Depart-

et mmt-ﬂ-ﬁﬂculmm_mm -
n

people sa that it might be
upto nine Ial-&l hectares."g |

See Page 12 Col 4
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Home minister
worried as
terrorists
getting bail
By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam yesterday expressed his

worry about terrorists getting
bail from courts.

"We are worried to see the
trend,” he said while hearing
complaints from some people
that they were "losing confi-
dence” and had "lost interest” in
volunteering information lead-
ing to arrest of terrorists as the
arrested persons get bail.

He was attending the minis-
ters’ "meet-the-people” pro-
gramme at the Awami League
central office in the city last
night.

“Initially, many people vol-
unteered with information in
tracing out terrorists but, now
none feel encuura%ed seein% the
trend of bail," a leader of the

olty unit of AL told the minister, .-

When a newsman drew his
attention to the fact that alleged
See Page 12 Col 2
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