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Indonesian students urge
military to support their
protests against Suharto

JAKARTA, Apr 3: Hundreds
of Indonesian students rallied
yesterday urging the military to
support their protests against
President Suharto's 32-year
rule, reports AFP.

Some 500 students from
about 10 universities gathered
at a University of Indonesia
campus in Jakarta to appeal for
the support of the armed forces,
known here by the acronym
ABRI, in their demands for re-
forms amid a deepening eco-
nomic crisis.

"We are not against ABRI
who support the people,” yelled
one student leader from a
podium at the campus.

"We call out to you sirs to
turn around and support our
cause.”

However, the students dis- *

missed an offer of talks with
military commanders to air
their grievances, saying the
move was intended to silence
protests which have been tak-
ing place for weeks at campuses
across the country.

Armed Forces Chief General
Wiranto last month said stu-
dents should talk instead of

demonstrating and that his of-
ficers would be available for
discussions.

"University of Indonesia re-
_I;:r:ls dialogue with ABRI, " one

anner at the rally said.

The students sang and read
poetry saturated with political
messages, accompanied by
drumming in the background.

‘Seven times, seven times
till death.” they chanted, refer-
ring to Suharto's refusal to step
down from the presidency after
six consecutive five-year terms
and his return to office for a
seventh last month.

The students also demanded
security forces stop suppressing
demonstrations an allow
protestors to express them-
selves.

However, authorises have
cracked down on many rallies
which attempted to leave the
campuses leading to clashes
and in some cases the disap-
pearances of students,

About two dozen police were
deployed outside the campus
fence during Friday's protests
while another 30 in plain
clothe were on the university

International

India denies losing_S_soldiers

Indo-Pak troops exchange
fires along Kashmir border

ISLAMABAD, Apr 3: Pak-
istani and Indian forces fought
an artillery duel on their con-
tested Kashmir frontier that
left eight Indian soldiers dead.
military sources said today, re-
ports AFP.

Another six Pakistanis’ were
injured in Thursday's clash in
the Sialkot Glacier region.

The battle, which lasted sev-
eral hours, erupted when Indian
forces started building concrete
bunkers, barbed wire tences, se-
curity towers and search lights
under “cover” of heavy aﬂiﬁﬂl‘_‘f
fire, the sources said.

Pakistani troops retaliated
against the "unprovoked” In-
dian firing, the sources said.

Eight Indian socldiers were
killed and six Pakistanis in-
cluding three women and a sol-
dier were wounded, according to
the Pakistani toll. The sources
said shells hit several villages
near Suchit Garh town,

Officials said the Indian ac-
tion on the boundary between
Pakistan and southern part of
Indian Kashmir was in viola-
tion of their ceasefire agree-
ment.

International law bars the
construction of fences or con-
crete bunkers at the boundary,
they said.

However, they dismissed the
incident as a "routine" occur-
rence in the region.

The boundary is defined by
Pakistan as a temporary cease-
fire line between Pakistan and
Kashmir, pendinﬁ a final deci-
sion over the disputed Hi-
malayan region which has trig-
gered two of the three wars be-
tween the neighbours since
their independence in 1947.

Pakistan holds the northern
third of Kashmir state, divided
after the first war in 1948,
while India controls the rest.

Pakistan has demanded im-
plementation of United Na-
tions' resolutions on Kashmir,
calling for a referendum to de-
cide the future of the state. -

A separatist movement in
Indian Kashmir has claimed
more than 20,000 lives since
1989,

Meanwhile, Indian authori-
ties denied today that eight In-
dian soldiers were killed in an

artillery clash with Pakistani
troops in the Himalayan state
of Kashmir.

"There has been no exchange
of fire in Sialkot sector and no
death of Indian soldier as re-
ported (by Pakistani military
sources), " a spokesman for the
Indian Army said in New Delhi.

"The report is totally incor-
rect," the spokesman added.

Pakistani military sources
said earlier in Islamabad that
eight Indian soldiers were
killed and six Pakistanis
wounded on Thursday in the
artillery clash between Pak-
istani and Indian forces in the
Sialkot sector.

The clash reportedly erupted
when Indian forces began build-
ing concrete bunkers and
erecting barbed wire fences, se-
curity towers and search lights
under the "cover" of heavy ar-
tillery fire,

Indian and Pakistani troops
routinely exchange small arms
fire alungothe winding Kashmir
border, both countries dispute
the ownership of the province
and have fought two of their
three wars over Kashmir.
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Foreign Ministers of Pakistan Gohar Ayub, right, and Turkey
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Ismail Cem exchanged

copies of agreements after a signing ceremony, Thursday at the Foreign Office in Islam-
abad. They signed a Memorandum of Understanding on measures to further strengthen

the close fraternal and cooperative ties between Pakistan and Turkey.

— AP/UNB photo

Britain's Prime Minister Tony Blair with his Japanese
counterpart Ryutaro Hashimoto in Downing Street,
Thursday. The Japanese Premier is in London to attend
the ASEM Summit.

— AP/UNB photo

UN experts complete searches
of Saddam’s eight palaces

BAGHDAD, Apr 3: UN arms
rts have successfully com-
pleted the first searches of Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein's eight
palaces, the head of the diplo-
matic ETDUP monitoring the vis-
its said Friday, reports AP.

The mission was completed
Thursday night after the second
round of inspections of the Re-
publican Palace in Baghdad, the
seat of the Iragi government,
Ambassador Jayantha Dhana-
pala told reporters.

“With that we have concluded
the round of initial sites, all
eight of them,"” he said.

The disarmament experts
have been conducting a nation-
wide search since 1991 for in-
formation on Iraq's weapons of
mass destruction but were only
given access to the palaces un-
der a Feb 23 accord that Iraq
signed with Annan.

The mission "was profes-
sionally concluded. As far as
the experts are concerned, they
were able to fulfill their man-
dated task,” said Dhanapala,
the UN's top disarmament ex-
pert.
The diplomats will leave
Baghdad on Saturday after fin-
ishing a report that Dhanapala
will submit to UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan in New
York, he said.

The "successful implemen-
tation (of the accord) in the first
round of visits” has hel to
improve relations between Iraq
and the United Nations, the se-
nior diplomat said.

Asked if the two sides have
passed the first hurdle in test-
in,g:l the Feb 23 accord, Dhana-
pala said, "I would confirm
that.”

The Accord obliged the arms
inspectors for the first time to

be monitored by a multina-
tional grnuE of 20 diplomats
whenever they visited any of
the eight presidential. com-
plexes, in a gesture aimed at
safeguarding [raq's dignity. The
accord also allows for subse-
quent visits to the sites,
Saddam had earlier refused
to open the palaces, citing rea-
sons of national sovereignty.
The United States and Britain
threatened military strikes to
make Iraq comply, but fears of
war abated after the United Na-
tions and Iraq reached their ac-
cord.
The

galacc visits began
March 2

with the Radwaniyah
palace in dad, continued in
the north south of the coun-
try and ended a week later in
the capital with the Republican
Palace and the Sij Palace,
which were inspected Wednes-
day and Thursday.

Fran, raq exchange a total
" of 862 prisoners so far

BAGHDAD 4 Ira
Iraq exchanégAcF Enﬁeﬁﬂyﬂ
prisoners of war late Thursday,
the official Iraqi news agency
reported. It atppeared to be the
first stage of a swap of some
6,000 prisoners announced
the two countries earlier in the
day, reports AP.

The Iraqi agency said 800
Iraqis were freed by Iran at the
al-Mundhariya border cross-
ing, 160 kilometers (100 miles)
northeast of Baghdad. Simulta-
neously, Iraq released 62 Ira-
nian prisoners.

The deputy Iragi foreign
minister, Riyad al-Qaysi, told

the that more prisoners
wouﬁ;?md in due n:gurae
The releases came as UN
weapons inspectors wound
down their first search of Sad-
dam Hussein's palaces, UN
arms experts Thursday focused
on the "most important site,” a
dad palace that houses the
offices of Iraq's power centers,
officials said.
Earlier Thursday, the Iragi
government-controlled news-
paper. al-Zawra, said Iran
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fault, Press Trust said.
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9 women drowned in India: wine

in a tractor-drawn trolley were
drowned Friday when their vehicle veered off the road and
plunged into a river near the western Indian town of Nasik, a
domestic news agency reported, AP reports from New Delhi.
Rescuers found six bodies while a search was on for the three
remaining bodies in the Kukadi river in Maharashtra state,
Press Trust of India said quoting
1,000 kilometres (620 miles) from
women, who were crammed in the trolley, were rescued by
villagers. The tractor went out of control after a mechanical

In Tehran, Iranian televi-
sion quoted a Foreign Minis
spokesman as saying 5,59
Iragqi prisoners would be ex-
changed for 380 Iranians.

If such numbers are released.
it will be the biggest prisoner
exchange since 1990.

The release of prisoners
from the 1980-88 war, in which
at least 1 million people were
killed or wounded, would mark
a major step in the improve-

ment of relations between the

two countries. A decade after a
UN-brokered cease-fire, ani-
mosity has persisted over the
issue of prisoners.

A Red Cross spokeswoman
in Geneva said the organiza-
tion, which oversees the release
of Iragi prisoners, had sent 18
delegates to the border. The
workers speak confidentially to
the prisoners to verify their
identities and check that they
do want to return home.

Iraq has claimed it no longer
holds Iranian prisoners, but
Iran insists that it does.

lice officials. The area is
ew Delhi. Twelve of the 21

addicts in Russia: russia has a

illion drug addicts and another four million
le who used to be drug abuser, a women's health group said
ursday, Xinhua reports from Moscow.
The Women's National Health Protection Movement said the
number of juvenile drug takers was increasi

ng. with up to 800

registered in the Moscow police bureau
drug users. In the meantime, drug traffic
pantly. Over the last two years, the number of
the grounds of drug production and trafficking has doubled.
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Shimon Peres in Beij
Rzlm: minister Shimon Peres arrived in Beijing yesterday for a

e-day visit, Xinhua reported, AFP says from Beijing.

king has spread ram-
people arrested on

NN ]
¢ Former Israeli

president of the Council for the Promotion
of Israel-China Relations, was welcomed by Vice Premier Qian
Qichen, and is to visit a mosque before leaving next Wednesday.
Peres’ successor as prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu, is to
visit China from May 26 to 28.

L ] L -
Dalai Lama arrives in Japan: nvets
exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama arrived in Japan
to attend an international Buddhist conference,
organisers said, Reuter reports from Tokyo.

The Dalai Lama would leave for the western Japanese city of
Kyoto to take part in the conference and would return to TuKyo
ous gathering and a welcoming
reception, the organisers said. He would leave Japan for India
said. China on Thursday urged Japan to block
the Dalai Lama’s visit, saying he would use the trip to promote
independence for his Himalayan homeland.

Former chief of NSP held in ROK:

South Korea's former intelligence chief was arrested early
yesterday for his role in a smear cmnpaignpriur to last year's
ul.

rts from

Known Young-hae, a former director of the agency for Na-
Planning (NSP), was arrested shortly
midnight in the hospital where he was recovering from a sui-
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Khmer Rouge soldiers stand by a crashed Roy
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Force helicopter

Wednesday after it struck two landmines while attempting to land at Preah Vihear, a
remote former Khmer Rouge base.

— AP/UNB photo

Oscars returning
to Hollywood
permanently

HOLLYWOOD, Apr 3: The Os-
cars are returning to Holl
in a new theater that will be the

ent home of the annual

Im awards extravaganza, Los

Angeles city officials said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.,

“It's realising dreams we had
and making them reality,” Los
Angeles Mayor Richard Rior-
dan told a news conference an-
nouncing plans for the theater,
which will be ready for the
March 2001 Oscars show.

Oscar officials added that
starting next year, the Academy
Awards show will take place on
3 Sunday rather than a Mon-

ay.

HK govt satisfied with
first round of voting

HONG KONG, Apr 3: The gov-
ernment said Friday that it was
generally satisfied with a first
round of voting that will lead to
legislative elections in May,
uayln% the exercise had gone
smoothly despite low voter in-
terest and criticism from
democrats, reports AP.

fthe 140,000 people allowed to
of the : to
vote did so Thma . choosing
nearly 600 of an -seat elec-
toral college. Those 800 people,
innludln% past and present
holders ol public office and reli-
gious figures who were auto-
matical iven seats, will
choose 10 of the 60 legislators.

The election will be on May

24,

Commentators said the low
turnout reflected public apathy
in the face of a complex, new
electoral system. But Hong
l{n::lg‘a leader, Tung Chee-hwa,
said he was encouraged by the
turmout.

"We expect to see a lively
election atmosphere through-
out the territory in the comin

weeks," Tung said. He appeal
for a high turnout on May 24.

Under Hong Kong's new
electoral system, approved after
its July 1, 1997, handover to
Chinese rule, the legislature's
seats are chosen by differ-
ent methods.
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"US too tolerant

of HR abuses

in Indonesia’

WASHINGTON, Apr 3: The
United States is too tolerant of
widespread human rights
abuses in Indonesia and should
not allow the country to benefit
from billions in International
Monetary Fund loans until it
changes its ways, a group of bi-
partisan US congress members
said, reports AP,

In a letter Thursday to Pres-
ident Bill Clinton, the lawmak-
ers, including many who are
leaders in the US House of Rep-
resentatives on international,
economic and human rights is-
sues, said failure to hold In-
donesia to human rights stan-
dards would jeopardize support
for a US contribution to the
IMF.

The House is expected to vote
on a Clinton administration
request for dirs 18 billion for
the IMF after the Easter recess.
The measure has already
cleared the Senate.

Ranariddh demands
improved security
to run credible
- polls campaign " -

1.|. . PHNOM PENH, Apr 3: End-

ing his first violence-marred
visit to Cambodia since being
deposed as co-premier, Prince
Norodom Ranariddh demanded
improved security to run a cred-
ible election campaign Friday
and questioned the July 26
polling date, reports AP.

"I am not sure we will have
elections or that they will be
free and fair,” Ranariddh told a
news conference before leaving
for Bangkok,” Thailand.

About 20 backers of Ra-
nariddh's archrival, strongman
Hun Sen, protested from a street
corner as the prince drove past
on the road to the airport. Ra-
nariddh was seen off by the US
ambassador and the United Na-
tions special representative to
Cambodia.

Violent protests during his
five-da tﬂgereiﬁil:d tensions
with Hun Sen that led to the
coup ending their co-premier-
ship.

ROK major
opposition
sweeps by-polls

SEOUL, Apr 3: South Korea's
majority opposition Grand Na-
tional Party (GNP) swept all
four parliamentary by-elec-
tions held on Thursday, party
officials said, reports Reuter.

The victory brought the GN-
P's parliament seats to 163,
while the total for the rulin
National Congress for New Pol-
i?gtie;:s (NCNP) was unchanged at

South Korea's National As-
sembly has 299 seats.

Park Keun-Hae, daughter of
late president Park Chung-hee,
defeated NCNP's hea ight
eum sm-tak in the southern
town of Dalsong, Taegu.

Eum was President Park's

bod Fuard 30 years ago when
Parit] s daughter was a high
school student.

Reaction over dismissal of—
lawsuit against Clinton

WASHINGTON, Apr 3: Ready
lo move on, many Americans
seeml to be breathing a sigh of
relief that Paula Jones' lawsuit
against President Bill Clinton
won't go to trial — and they'd
like to see the Monica Lewinsky
investigation wrapped up, too,
reports AP.

"l think it's about time," said
Gail Page. a nurse talking a
lunchtime walk in downtown
Chicago. "It's an embarrass-
ment to the United States and to
his family".

Vanna Parr, a college ad-
ministrator sipping coffee in an
outdoor Dallas cafe, said she's
sick of hearing about Clinton's
personal life.

"l just want it out of the
news,” she said. "Frankly, I
don't quite care who he slept
with."

Steve Stark offered this
thought from Des Moines, lowa:
'It's time we just move on."

Polls bear out the notion

that Americans don't have
much stomach for investigating
the president's personal con-
duct.

A USA Today-CNN-Gallup
poll conducted after the Jones
case was dismissed on Wednes-
day found that 63 per cent of
Americans thought federal
Judge Susan Webber Wright did
the right thing in throwing out
the case while 25 per cent
thought she made the wrong
call. Furthermore, 67 per cent
said they want an end to all in-
vestigations into sexual allega-
tions against the president.

“It's time to get back to the
business of taking care of what
we need to take care of in this
country.” said Dean Davis, who
works at Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base in Tucson, Arizona.

Still, there are other Ameri-
cans who think there are legal
questions yet to be asked and

answered about the president's

conduct.

Milosevie for referendum

on Kosovo mediation

‘BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, Apr

' of foreign -—nmﬂia&dn;‘ Mitosevic

3. Yuposlav President Slobodan-. | is likely to try toidictatecterms

Milosevic blasted the West for
interfering in Kosovo and
Thursday urged a referendum
on whether foreigners can me-
diate talks on the future the
troubled province, reports AP.

Milosevic issued an open let-
ter to top Serbian officials on
the proposed vote, attacking
foreign powers for their "ex-
tremely negative and aggres-
sive” demands to mediate talks
with Kosovo's increasingly
restive ethnic Albanian major-
ity.

Ethnic Albanians comprise
90 per cent of the population in
Kosovo and are pushing for in-
dependence from Serbia. the
dominant of two republics in
the Yugoslav federation.

Most Serbs reject indepen-
dence for Kosovo, considered
the cradle of their religion and
state. Any referendum is cer-
tain to go in Milosevic's favour
not only does he control power-
ful state media, a %{reat majority
of Serbs consider Kosovo their
"holy land.”

Strengthened by a rejection

to the Albanians far short of
the independence they seek.

The United States and its
European allies have warned
Milosevic that he risks stiffer
economic sanctions by rebuff-
ing efforts to resolve the crisis
in Kosovo. The UN Security
Council has already imposed an
arms embargo.

Milosevic's letter did not
single out the United States or
any other country, but de-
scribed the foreign pressure as
"coming from those who want
to dictate to the rest of the world
how it should live.”

"Even more: How it should
think," he said.

Shortly after Milosevic's let-
ter was published, the state-run
Tanjug news agency reported
that both Serbian President Mi-
lan Milutinovic and the Ser-
bian government backed the
referendum idea, although no
date was mentioned.

"Most of them lived in the
houses that were burned and
destroyed,” said Zenun Celjaj,
an activist.
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kes a victory stroll around the

stage after being named the winner of an annual
transvestite beauty pageant which organisers call Miss

Universe, in Lima, Peru, Saturday.

— AP/UNB photo

UK apologises for its 'insensitive' treatment of Nazi victims

LONDON. Apr 3: Britain
apologized Friday for its "in-
sensitive" treatment of 25,000
Nazi victims whose assets were
seized during World War Il, and
promised a new compensation
plan, reports AP,

Margaret Beckett, President
of the Board of Trade, said the
claims programme aimed to

ay 100 million dollars owed to
ormer Nazi victims, mainly
Jews from Eastern Europe.

During World War IlI, under
emergency legislation aimed at
cutting off funds for Germany
and its allies, the government
froze the assets of thousands of
people who had transferred
their wealth to bank accounts
in Britain to protect them from
Nazi confiscation. The funds
have been held since then in
Britain's Central Bank, which
is paying out the claims.

though Britain's motives
had been "well-intentioned,”

Beckett said, "Those who dealt
with these matters after the war
were sometimes insensitive to
the plight of Nazi victims."

Beckett, said the government
"Deeply regrets this, and I would
like to apologies to those indi-
viduals and to their relatives
and descendants."

Jewish groups in Britain
welcomed the compensation
initiative and the apology.”

“This action is a shining ex-
ample of honour and decency,"
said Lord Janner, a former
Labour politician and chair-
man of the Holocaust Education
Trust,

Beckett said that the gov-
ernment would ask an inde -
dent adviser "as a matter of ur-
gency” to establish a repayment
plan. The government, she said,
would advance an initial 3 mil-
lion dollars to establish the
programme,

e minister's statement

was accompanied by a Foreign
Office report into Britain's
treatment of Nazi victims'

wartime assets.

Beckett said the compensa-
tion scheme would largely help
compensate the 25, people
whose assets were seized by
Britain during the war, and
whose own Communist gov-
ernments then refused to com-

sate them after the defeat of

azi Germany in 1945,

The report said that at the
outset of World War II, Britain
passed the Trading with the En-
emy Act, freezing all assets be-
longing to Germany and its al-
lies. A total of 587 million dol-
lars, in 1939 exchange rates,
was seized. :

But besides preventing the
Nazis from using funds held in
Britain, Winston Churchill's
wartime government also
seized assets belonging to perse-

cuted citizens of Germany and
its allies, who had moved
money to Britain to prevent
seizure by the Nazis.

Britain, Beckett said, re-
turned most of the money after
the war.

"As the report shows, most of
the assets seized under the
wartime legislation have either
been returned to the original
owners or been used ta compen-
sate British nationals under the
poué-war peace treaties," Beckett
said.

Under those treaties, nego-
tiated for Britain by the De-
partment of Trade, countries
agreed to compensate their own
citizens for property lost in
Britain, while Britain to
use confiscated assets to recom-
pense its own citizens.

HDWE‘FEI‘.B tlhr. Cuﬂmunist
regimes in Bulgaria, Hu
ﬂLnEﬂi Rumania rﬁfused tuléguan?

nsate their own citizens who
ad sent assets to Britain, while
Britain became reluctant to re-
pay the three states’ own citi-
zens directly, believing it no
longer had an obligation to

them.

The Forei Office said
about 100 lion dollars, at
current exch rates, was be-
lieved to belong to individuals
who had placed money in
Britain before the war and had
not reclaimed it afterwards.

"The general principle must
be that confiscated assets

laced in the UK by victims of

azi persecution should be re-
turned to them by the UK where
practicable and where claims
can be validated,” Beckett said.

. The government, Beckett
said, would place on the Inter-
net the names of the 25,000 in-
dividuals for whom some bank-
ing records still remained.

Lord Janner said Jewish or-

ganisations would help the gov-
ermnment "to ensure r nt
for the victims of Nazism who
had placed their assets in
Britain for safe keeping."

Eldred Tabachnik, president
of the Board of British Jews,
said that the government an-
nouncement was a "Move in the
right direction.”
We hope that in a short time
survivors and the relatives of
victims of the Nazis will be able
to reclaim what is rightfully
theirs," Tabachnik said.

Last year, commercial banks
in Switzerland established a
275 million franc (190 million
dollars) fund to aid Holocaust
victims, responding to criti-
cism that Switzerl acted as
Nazi Germany's banker and
that Swiss banks ed their
heels in allowing Holocaust vic-
tims' heirs access to dormant
assets.



