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NIMAL sacrifice on the
Day of Eidul Azha is
Sunnah of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH). However, it is
not an obligatory Sunnah as
some of the Ulema of our
country try to make us believe.
All the great Muslim jurists
treat it as a Sunnah which if
acted upon may bring reward
for the believers but those who
will refrain from it will not be
Eunished (Al-Figah Ala Maza-
ib al-Arab Vol [, P-593}. That
is why many great companions
like Hazrat Abu Bakr (RA)
Hazrat Umar [RA) Hazrat Ibne
Abbas (RA) never offered ani-
mal sacrifice lest the people
considered it obligatory wor-
ship (Kital-ul-Umm) (by Imam
Shafi Vol II, P-179). Usually a
sing animal was sacrificed on
behalf of the whole tribe.
Hazrat Zain-al-Abdeen (RA) has
reported that the animal sacri-
ficed by the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) was considered suffi-
cient for the whole tribe of Bani
Hashim (Nail al-Autar Vol V., P-
177).

There were Companions who
instead of offering animal sac-
rifice preferred to give in char-
ity the price of the animals to
the needy people of Muslim so-
ciety. Hazrat Bilal ([RA) one of
the prominent Companions of
the Holy Prophet (PBUH) was
one of them. He was not only a
prominent Companion but had
the honour to accompany the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) through-
out his life. This company was
so permanent that the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) himself had
observed that when he ascended
to heavens on the night of Mi-
raj, he heard the voice of the
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footsteps of Hazrat Bilal (RA] in
front of him. Hazrat Bilal (RA)
while accompanying the Holy
Prophet (FBUH) usually walked
in front of him. It was due to
this lifelong companionship
thal even the great Companions
inquired from him about the
various practices of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH).

Hazrat Bilal (RA) used to of-
fer the sacrifice of a chicken on
Eidul Azha. When Hazrat Bilal
[RA} was asked about it he de-
clared that he preferred to give
in charity the price of the ani-
mal instead of offering its sac-
rilice (Al Mohallah Ibne Hazam
Vol VII, P-359).

As mentioned above Hazrat
Bilal (RA) was the lifelong
Companion of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) and nobody could ex-
pect him to transgress from the
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) in respect of animal
sacrifice. As a result, it was
concluded by almost all the
great Muslim ][urists that he
might have prelerred this sub-
stitute for animal sacrifice af-
ter an explicit permission by
the Holy Prophet (PBUH). It was
on this account that in addi-
tion to many celebrated jurists,
the celebrated founders of Lhe
three popular schools of Is-
lamic jurisprudence such as
Imam Malik, Imam Shafie and
Imam Ahmed bin Hanbal (RA),
had adopted this view-point. In
this respect, Imam Ibne Hazm
(RA) had reported the consensus
of all the prominent Muslim
urists such as Hazrat Saeed bin

ussayab, Imam Shubi, Hazrat

Saeed bin Jubair, Imam Atta,
Hazrat Hasan, Imam Taus,
Hazrat Jabir bin Zaid. Imam
Ulkama, Hazrat Mohammad
bin Ali bin Hussain, Imam Su-
fyan Sauri, Abdullah bin Al
Hassan, [Imam Ahmad bin
Hanbal, Imam Ishaque, Imam
Ahmed bin Hanbal, Imam
Ishaque, Imam Abu Suleman
(RA)., except of course the
Hanalfite Jurists (Ibid, P-358).

All the abovementioned ju-

rists were the lounders of sepa-
rate schools of Islamic ju-
risprudence but their schools
did not survive due to lack of
political support. In the above
statement has been mentioned
that only the Hanafite jurists
had opposed the legitimacy of
the substitute for animal sacri-
fice. In this respect they have
inferred from a Hadith which
according to the abovemen-
tioned jurists was not an au-
thentic one, The text of the Ha-
dith is as under :-

"Hazrat Ayesha (RA) has re-
orted that the Holy Prophet
PBUH) had said that the best

action of a believer on the Day
of Sacrifice is the slaughterin
of an animal. Almighty Allah
accepts this action of the be-
liever even before the blood of
sacrifice falls on the earth.”

The following is the chain of

reporters of this Hadith :

1. Abdur Rahman bin

Ibrahim (RA).

2. Abdullah bin Nafay (RA).

3. Abul Al-Mausana (RA).

4. Hisham bin Urwa (RA).

According to the authorities

on Hadith all these reporters

were unreliable persons due to
one reason or the other. For ex-
ample there were four reporters
ol the name of Abdur Rahman
bin Ibrahim [(RA) and all of
them were unreliable (Mizan al
Aytidal, Vol 11, pages 545, 546).
The second reporter Abdullah
bin Nafay (RA), according to
some authorities was no doubt a
reliable reporter but some great
authorities of Hadith like
Imam Bukhari and Imam Ah-
mad bin Hanbal (RA) consid-
ered him as unreliable reporter
(Ibid P-513, 14). About the third
reporter, the authorities main-
tain that only those of his re-
[)orts should be accepted as re-
iable which supported similar
other reports on the subject
(Ibid Vol IV, P-569). But in this
case there is no other report on
this issue. The fourth reporter
is Hisham bin Urwah (RA). He is
no doubt acknowledged as an
authority on Hadith but it is
reported that in his old age he
used to confuse the text of the
various Ahadith. He was lond of
attending the courts of the
kings., Once when he tried to
Kiss the hands of Caliph Al-
Mansoor (RA), he did not allow
him to do so maintaining that
it was below his dignity (Ibid
Vol IV, pages 301, 3{}2%

It was on this account that
all the great authorities on Ha-
dith had rejected this Hadith
and instead accepted the view-
point of Hazrat Bilal (RA) about
the legality of a substitute of
charity for animal sacrifice. It
may be interesting to not that
all these jurists were known as

Ahle Hadith, i.e., the scholars
ol Hadith. The reason being
that they based their jurispru-
clence on the text of the authen-
lic Ahadith. They had nick-
named the Hanaﬁtes as Ahle-
ur-Roy. i.e., the people who pre-
ferred analogy over the Aha-
dith of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH). 1t is also alleged by
them that the founder of the
Hanafite school Hazrat Imam
Abu Hanifa (RA) accepted only
sevenleen Ahadith as authen-
lic. These authorities on Ha-
dith rejected the abovemen-
tioned Hadith as unreliable but
those who were [amous for the
rejection of the authentic Aha-
dith inferred from it for their
viewpoint, Their viewpoint is
weak as it is against the verdict
of the majority of jurists.

Our ulema usually refer to
the verdicts of the jurists of the
other schools whenever they
feel need for it. The above-men-
tioned verdict of the majority of
jurists in respect of the lawful-
ness of a substitute for animal
sacrifice can prove beneficial
for many of our people. There
may be cases in many families
where the need of a member
may be more pressing than the
sacrifice of an animal. In such a
case he can be helped with a
part of the price of the animal
which is to be slaughtered on
the Day of Eidul Azha. It would
be treated as substitute for the
animal sacrifice. Hazrat Bilal
(RA) might have preferred it due
to similar situations in Muslim
society.

(Courtesy, 'The Nation’
(Lahore, Pakistan)

HE dangers represented by
antipersonnel landmines,
aggravated by the post-war
situation in Bosnia and Herze-
ovina, provided an incentive
or international campaigns
aimed at sugpﬂning teaching in
primary schools in high risk
areas and at creating greater
world awareness of the prob-
lem. since in most cases those
most affected are children.

Al the end of 1997, in
Canada, 135 countries and
many non-governmental or-
anisations (NGOs) signed the

eaty of Ottawa banning the
use of these artefacts world-
wide, after it was recognised
that they kill or mutilate one

Ecrsun every 20 minutes every-
a

Y.

According to official statis-
tics, there are between 80 and
120 million antipersonnel

After War, Educating for Peace

In Iraq, 540 000 specially designed textbooks have been produced, together with other
generaf teaching materials. Almost 4000 teachers working in 700 primary schools are
being specially prepared, with models of mines and wall charts which are used as

s

visual teaching aids in classrooms.

one of the highest densities of
planted mines in the world, at
over 100 per square kilometre.
Children constitute the most
exposed victims of antiperson-
nel landmines. Their natural
curiosity and their liking of
open air games make them par-
ticularly vulnerable. Added to
that is the fact that children are
less able to survive the explo-
sion of a mine, since they are
closer to the centre of the ex-
ansion wave and their small
odies cannot resist a heavy
loss of blood. More than 50 per
cent of mine victims die in the
explosion and the others re-

mines- buried in 64 cpuntries. in < main seripusly disabled for the

areas which are nt wuorest of e FigadFOrs 01 =
have been in the pa taﬂc@gﬁ"' _ tu_.p.ﬁ%?‘"-." 20t I
armed conflicts. The problem 1s’ * '* Creating Awarerniess '

that many of the mines can re-
main buried for a long time
without losing their capacity to
kill when activated.

The countries most affected
in -the world are Angola,

Mozambique, Vietnam, Cam-
bodia, hanistan, Bosnia,
Croatia, 1 Salvador, Iraq,

Rwanda., Somalia and Slove-
nia, where the UN is running
mine-clearance programmes.
Anmrding to the UN, over 3 mil-
lion landmines were planted in
. Bosnia and Hcrztgow%a during
the four years of civil war.

In Cambodia, for example,
one person out of 236
suffered mutilations caused by
this type of weapon. In ola,
the figure is one out of 470; in
Northern Somalia, one out of
every 1,000 and in Vietnam, one
out of every 2800. Bosnia has
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J ustie Murhed’s
death anniversary
today

The 19th death anniversa
of Chief Justice Syed Mahbu
Murshed, an eminent jurist, an
independent thinker, and one
of the greatest constitutional

lawyers of the sub-continent
will be observed today, says a
press release.

Quran Khani and Fateha
Khani will be held in the morn-
ing and the Syed Mahbub Mur-
shed Memorial Committee will

lace wreath at the late Justice
urshed's mazar at Banani
graveyard.

A milad il will be held
on the same day at the de-
ceased's residence NW-5, Road
68, Gulshan, after Asr prayers.

Different socio-cultural or-
ganisations have arranged dis-
cussion 'meetings on Justice
Murshed's historical role and
achievements.

Shawkat Osman’s
condition still
unchanged

The condition of noted lit-
terateur Prof Shawkat Osman,
now undergoing treatment at
the Combined Military Hospi-
tal (CMH). Dhaka remains un-
changed, an ISPR press release
said yesterday.

A four-member medical
board has been formed for his
treatment, the release said.

for Life

One of the first awareness
and training lprugrammea on
the dangcru of landmines was
launched by the International
Rescue Committee, the Univer-
sity of Nebraska and other or-
ganisations, which took part in
a cross-frontier operation be-
tween Pakistan and
J?I%haniatan at the end of the

A similar programme, based
on the an ence, was
introduced in 1990 in refugee
camps situated on the border
between Thailand and Cambo-
dia. In both cases, educational
material was produced, which
included clothing on which the
different types of mines most
frequently encountered in those
areas were printed,

In order to improve matters,
the United Nations Organiza-
tion for Education, Science and
Culture (UNESCQ), in coordina-
tion with the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in Somalia
and the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF) in
Rwanda, devised a set of mate-
rials to serve as teaching aids in
the effort to create awareness
about mines, based on an in-
formal methodology intended
for schools and young persons.

Meanwhile, UNESCO/IBE
(International Bureau of Edu-
cation. with its headquarters in

Geneva), in conjunction with
At ONTCEF,

" UNHCR g:;rarea
. a set of teaching mat s for

awareness and training con-
cerning the dangers ol these
mines, basically aimed at meet-
ing the specific needs of Bosnia.

These materials are part of a
continuous process which is re-
flected in the Global Informa-
tion Network in Education
(GINIE) of the University of
Pittsburgh. GINIE is an online
data on education in coun-
tries in a state of crisis or tran-
sition, offering various of
materials, working tools and
plans prepared for a specific
situation, which may be
adapted for implementation in
other situations.

All the contributions re-
ceived so far and the products of
future research on awareness of
antipersonnel mines in the
field of education. prepared by
IBE and GINIE. may be found in

Economic growth thru'
more investment must

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday said growth
is more important than in-
creasing sector-wise alloca-
tions for the over-all economic
development of the country, re-
ports ;
Addrcssinﬁ a
meeting with NGO representa-
tives at National Economic
Council (NEC) in the city, the
finance minister said expan-
sion of economy through in-
creasing investment is a must
to achieve the cherished na-
tional goal of poverty allevia-
tion.

He said the government is
willing to work in cooperation
with the NGOs for national de-
velopment and expressed the
hope that the NGOs would
as a lasting and self-reliant
force to supplement the gov-
ernment efforts.

Kibria said the government
is very much concerned about
the empowerment of women
and committed to the welfare of
children. The government is se-
rious about keeping a provision
for extending credit to needy
women in the proposed em-
ployment bank, he said.

All administrative proce-
dures for distribution of super-
annuation allowances have
been completed and the gov-
ernment has already created
provisions for the elected
women representatives at the
grassroots level local govern-
ment system in line with its
commitment toward empow-
erment of women, Kibria said.

He said implementation of
housing programme for the
low-paid and needy women
needs time to be sorted out. Re-
ferring to the Asrayan Project
being implemented under the
direct supervision of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, the

pre-budget

i minister said the government is

for poverty alleviation

eager to provide housing to the

pﬂo‘ﬂll:.

e NGO representatives ex-
tended many proposals to the
finance minister, including
monitoring of expenditures in
social sector, more allocation
for social development by
trimming the defence budget,
exemption of taxes on im
books, educational c?uipmcnl
and donation money lor char-
ity. stnlppi of bank patroni-
sation lor the polluting indus-
trial units, discouraging import

ti)f two-stroke environment pol-
uting motor engines, imposi-

tion of taxes on the income of
highly paid government offi-
cials, doctors, eers, teach-
ers and other professionals.

Woman succumbs

to burn 1njuries

By Staff Correspondent

A 25-year-old housewife who
suffered fatal burn injuries, re-
portedly while trying to commit
suicide, at city's Shabujbagh
area on March 29 succum to
the injuries at the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital yesterday.

Police identified the dead as
Shahnaz B , wife of Ramiz,
a resident of Sekhertek under
Shabujbagh thana.

Hospital sources quoted rel-
atives of the victim as saying
that following a feud with her
husband Shahnaz poured
kerosene over herself and set
fire to her at her house.

Severely burned Shahnaz
was admitted at the DMCH soon
after the incident. ‘She suc-
cumbed to her injuries yester-
day morning.

The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy. Fa-
thcrdnl—lgw of Shl'?%rilluh lll;d ?1

eneral di wit abu
gﬂl&ana in tﬂhli::nIr regard on I«j'la%

the page which the two organi-
sations have opened on the In-
ternet, at the following address:
http:_ffww':v.pitLedu!—glnie!Im.
Situation in Different
Countries

In Afghanistan, an extensive
awareness and training cam-
paign has been launched on the
dangers of these explosive arte-
facts in 12 districts of Kabul,
through schools, mosques and
the radio. First team leaders
were trained, and then instruc-
tors were sent to schools. work-
ing in pairs, accompanied by a
landmine victim.

In Angola, posters have bcmg;
b.

distributed' with the’ hétp of 't
Mine-Awareness “Task Force.
while a press campaign ha
been launched providing visual
information about mines and
the dangers they represent, also
using radio spots and involving
the participation of local the-
atre companies, and especially
the private sector, in order to
secure their contribution to the
education effort.

In El Salvador. several UN
bodies and the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation
Front are cooperating with
teachers, health workers and
community leaders. These are
all part ol "multiplier” groups
which c¢ out personalised
education work.

In Mozambique, the UN
supplied funds through Handi-
cap International. which has
been appointed as the leiul or-
gamsation responsible lor co-

=

ordinating the mine awareness
Bgugramme. the main purpose

ing to include education on
that subject in the school cur-
riculum, as well as to provide
appropriate training to social
and health workers.

In Rwanda, UNICEF and
UNESCO launched a campaign
to create awareness in the popu-
lation, training over 2000
teachers and distributing 500
000 posters among teachers.
Training was organised accord-
ing to the "cascade" system,
whereby a group of teachers is
lirst selected to provide the ini-
tial core, which then trains a
larger group. which then trains
another, and so forth, while
dissemination continues with
the instruction of other core
groups.

In former Yugoslavia
(Croatia, Macedonia. Bosnia
and Herzegovina),

lation, in addition to training
seminars for practising teach-
ers and the preparation of in-
struction handbooks for teach-
ers. Initial results were success-
ful, as children alone ed
safely on the existence of 6 500
explosive artefacts.

In Somalia, where there are
an estimated million mines
buried, the task is headed by
UNESCO. through its Pro-
gramme for Education and Re-
construction. assisted by UN-
HCR. Teachers are being trained
there in accordance with the
“cascade” instruction method,
whereby international educa-
tors train a small group of na-
tional teachers, who in turn
pass on the teaching to regional
instructors. who then train lo-

cal istmictors. #".
— Unesco Release | =

~ Unforgettable Justice Murshed

travelliqg..‘

sehibitigns Were arganised o |
ithe typgs n'fmi;nﬂrﬂ constituting .
roa-danger, far the.civilian popu-
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lirst met Justice Murshed
I maost probably some time

in the mid-fifties at a
national seminar where issues
like the interrelationship
between nationalism and
culture were discussed and
debated. He spoke brilliantly.
His talk displayed his firm
grasp of the many dimensions
of the subject, intellectual
breadth and range, ability to
develop his point of view
through lucid logical arguments
bolstered by guotations from
great writers of several lan-
guages. many erudite references
and wonderfully felicitous
phrases. It was a treat to listen
lo him. One could immediately
see that he was interested in the
subject, that he spoke sincerely
and with conviction and that
here was true learning and not
its pretence, which unfortu-
nately we came across, not in-
frequently, in quite a few of our
academics. [ was also a partici-
pant at the seminar and he later
complimented me on my paper.,
It was most gracious of {itll and
a source of encouragement to
me.

Grace, urbanity, good-na-

" tured, wit and humour, kindli-

ness and sympathy and a capac-
ity to appreciate the other
man's point of view were char-
acteristic of Justice Murshed's
personality. In many ways he
was a true aristocrat, in the best
sense of term. He was also
firmly committed to the ideals
ol democracy, to upholding the
cause of justice against extreme
odds and to keeping the flag of
liberty flying in defiance of all
kinds of pressures from the
highest quarters. Everyone
knows about his role during the
mass upsurge of 1969. Durin

the Liberation War o

Bangladesh in 1971, a lot of
pressure was brought to bear
upon him to collaborate with
Pakistani occupation junta
which he consistently resisted
with success. One also recalls in
this context his valuable, con-
scientious and earnest efforts
in organizing the defence of the
A%art&la Conspiracy case in
which task he threw himself
selflessly after resigning from
the post of Chief Justice in late
1967. He was very sensitive {o
the question of cultural free-
dom. The support he gave to
those who wanted to preserve

by Kabir Chowdhury

this cultural freedom during the
repressive regime of Ayub Khan
revealed his stature as a man of
courage and vision, truly civi-
lized and cultured, and above
all narrow sectarian and
parochial considerations. In
1961 Justice Murshed played a
leading role in organizing the
Tagore Centenary celebrations
in Dhaka in defiance of the ex-
pressed opposition of the Pak-
istani rulers of the day. In his
presidential address in the
main function at Dhaka he gave
a moving assessment of Tagore

Today, April 3, is his
anniversary of death

as a world poet, a devote of
beauly and a relentless fighter
against evil, injustice, ugliness
and tyranny of every kind.

In his role as a Justice, one
feels happy and proud to ob-
serve that Mahbub Murshed
lived up to the highest tradition
of that lofty calling. He men-
tioned in one of his well-known
addresses that he was greatly
influenced by the profound
learning of Aristotle, Imam
Abu Hanifa, Justinian. Francis
Bacon and modern giants like
Holmes and Cardozo. For him,
the function of a justice was far
from being mechanical. Refer-
ence to precedents and exami-
nation ol points of law as codi-
fied in wvarious authorative
books were, no doubt, impor-
tant parts of it, but they were
not all. Let me quote his own
words in this regard: "The truth
is that the function of justice in
the task of interpretation be-
gins, flourishes, lives and pro-

gresses in the currents of hu-
man need to which it stead-
fastly responds.” Justice Mur-
shed was ever aware of these
currents of human need. It was
obviously this awareness that
prompted him to incorporate in
one of his stirring ]u?em&nts
the well-known lines of Shake-

speare from Measure for Mea-
sure:

"0l it excellent

To have a giant's strength,
but it is tyrannous

To use it like a giant."

Justice Murshed's dedication
to his vocation, total fearless-
ness and fierce independence of
spirit have carved for him in
our hearts an abiding riche of
love, affection and respect. The
judgements he delivered in the
famous cases popularly known
as the "Minister's Case",
"Colonel Bhattacharya's Case"
and "Pan Case" are still re-
%{arded as historic for his bril-
lant exposition of constitu-
tional law, among other things.

Justice Murshed is no longer
with us. But his example rests
with us as a source of noble in-
spiralion. Today. we are in dire
need of men like him, men who
can act in accordance with the
ideals that Justice Murshed up-
held and fostered. I am re-
minded at this point of the clos-
ing words of presidential ad-
dress that Justice Murshed de-
livered in 1967 at a seminar on
the Rule and Law. Let me quote:

‘The spirit of liberty is the
spirit which seeks to under-
stand the minds of other men
and women; the spirit of lib
is the spirit which weighs their
interests alongside its own
without bias; the spirit of lib-
erty remembers that not even a
sparrow falls to earth unheeded:
the spirit of liberty is the spirit
which emanates from the faith
that there may be a kingdom
where the least shall be heard
and considered side by side with

the greatest. In that EPiIil lies
hidden, in some form. the

aspirations of us all. In that
spirit, 1 ask you to pledge our
faith”.

Moving words! And very
pertinent at the present mo-
ment when the spirit of liberty
seemns to be threatened in so
many parts of the world includ-
ing our own little corner by the
forces of tyranny and oppres-
sion.
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Artistes rendering patriotic so
conference of the Hindu,

ngs marking the inaugural
Buddha,

Christan Oikkya Parishad at the Paltan Maidan in the

city yesterday.

— Star photo

?dredging crafts

commissioned

Five dredging ancillary cra-
fts were commissioned at a
function at Pagla Ghat, Nara-
yanganj yesterday, reports BSS.

The dredgers were built and
procured at a cost of Taka 5.8
crore under a project financed
bf the World Bank (WB). Ship-
ping Minister AS M Abdur Rob
attended the commissioning
ceremony as the chief guest.
Shipping Secretary A H Mofaz-
zal Karim and BIWTA Chair-
man Abdul Mannan Hawlader
spoke on the occasion.

A BIWTA press release said
the organisation would dredge
one crore cubic metre of river
bed under the WB financed pro-

ject. The project is likely to be
completed by December this
year.

BUET holiday

_All classes of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BU will remain

- closed from April 5 to 13, on the

occasion of holy Eid-ul-Azha,
reports BSS, '
The classes will resume as
usual on April 15.
The offices of the university
will, however, remain open on

| April 12 and 13.

‘Genocide Day’
observed In
Keraniganj

The Genocide Day, com-
memorating the atrocities of
the Pakistani occupation ‘forces
on this day in 1971 was ob-
served in Keraniganj yesterday
in a befitting manner, reports
BSS,

Various political and socio-
cultural organisations took
elaborate programmes to mark
the day. Hoisting of national
flags at half mast, wearing of
black badges, discussion and
memorial meetings, milad
mahfil and feeding of the desti-
tute were the highlights of the
day's programme.

On this day in 1971 during
the turmoil of our Liberation
struggle the Pakistani occupa-
tion forces let loose a reign of
terror entering into the area,
killing hundreds of innocent

ple and loo and damag-
Eﬂpﬁttﬁﬁes. h millions of

Local branch of Awami

e held a discussion at Zin-

gira Eidgah maidan with

valiant freedom fighter Md

Shajahan in the chair. The dis-

cussion was followed by a milad
mahfil.

‘Madhu Da will
remain alive
as long as

DU exists’
By DU Correspondent

A memorial meeting in ob-
servance of the 27th death an-
niversary of Shaheed Mad-
husudhan Dey, popularl
known as Madhu Da, was hel
yesterday at the Madhu's can-
teen premises of the Dhaka
University.

Presided over by the Vice
Chancellor of the Dhaka Uni-
versity Prof. A K Azad Chowd-
hury the meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, by K M
Jahangir, Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury, Prof. Mahfuza
Khanom, Akteruzzaman MP,
Mahmudur Rahman Manna,
Sultan Mohammad Mansur,
Morshed Ali, and Arun Kumar
Dey, the son of Madhu Da. Zi-
aul Haq Zia conducted the meet-
ing.

- Madhusudhan Dey, the
founder of the historic Madhu's
Canteen was gunned down by
the Pakistani Army on the
fateful night of March 25, 1971
on the DU campus.

Paying tribute to the mem-
ory ol Madhu Da, the VC said
the Madhu Da would remain

alive in the memory of the peo-

ple as long as the Dhaka Uni-
versity existed.

K M Jahangir said that
Madhu Da gave shelter to the
student leaders who were in-
volved in democratic move-
ments against the then Pak-
istani regime. But he never al-
lowed communal forces, he said
adding that the dream of Madhu
Da could only be realised by es-
tablishing a non-communal
society.

Mahfuza Khanom said that
the history of Language Move-
ment, Liberation War move-
ment and other democratic
movements could not be written

| ignoring Madhu Da.

———

R et

The Swiss

USTRY OF FORLIGN Artals, o8
MIN DAKANP™ =98

b = !
- . - .
SRR .
» X -"-'- y H 1l ] . S
i
e N .-u__.-__.-_‘

Agency for Develnﬁnié-h.t;- and Cooperation of

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Switzerland, held a press

conference at a city hotel yesterday.

— Star photo

Show cause notice
issued on JP MP

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party Chairman H M
Ershad issued a show cause no-
tice on a party MP Sharfuddin
Ahmed Jhantu,

Jhantu has been asked to ex-
plain 15 days from yesterday as
to why disciplinary action
should not be taken against
him for violating the party
rules, a party press release said
yesterday.

Jhantu allegedly harmed the
JP interest in his interview
published in a vernacular
tabloid newspaper on March 25,
the release said.

According to another press
release Ershad appointed
Moidul Islam as one ol the joint
secretaries of the JP central
working committee. Darul
Huda, a former Mayor of the Ra-
jshahi City Corporation was
appointed the secretary for
freedom fighters' affairs.

Ershad leaves for
- N-dists today

Jatiya Party Chairman H M
Ershad leaves city today on an
eight-day organisational tour
to northern districts, reports
UNB. !

The former president will
celebrate Eid-ul-Azha at his
home district Rangpur.

Confce of BCL ]
Tejgaon unit held

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
said Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) should be an or-
ganisation of meritorious and
good students which would play
a pioneering role in bringing
back congenial atmosphere in
the educational institutions,
reports BS5.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has announced BCL as a
terrorist-free student organisa-
tion, he said, adding that from
now on BCL has to resist com-
munalism, terrorism as well as
any attempt to destabilise the
country's hard-earned democ-

racgl.‘of
Sayeed was speaking as
the chief guest at a function or-
ganised by Tejgaon thana BCL
on the occasion of its annual
conference at the Church Com-
munity Centre in the city yes-
terday.

Presided over by local BCL
acting president M Shah Alam.
the function was addressed,
among others, by BCL city unit
president A B M Maz{ar.ul
Anam, BCL central committee
vice presidents Akhter Hossain
and Mesbaul Hossain Sachchu,
general secretary of Tejgaon
thana unit BCL Abdulla Al
Mamun and Jubo League leader
Kazi Mustaq Hossain Elen.



