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Proposal to raise
gas price to be
placed before

Cabinet soon
Star Report

The proposal to increase gas
price by 31 per cent from this
month is likely to be placed in
the Cabinet meeting next week,
sources said.

The government plans to
graduale increase the current
gas tarift by 60 per cent by the
end of this year. The last time
the government increased this
tariff was in 1994.

Gas price hike would lead to
inflation as all industrial and
agricultural products would be-
come costlier, economists say.

One of the main reasons to
increase the gas price by such a
high margin is to minimise the
government's loss due to gas
purchase from multinational
Cairn at a higher rate than the
local gas sale price from this
month.

Cairn will start supplying
100 million cubic feet of gas per
day from the Sangu field. As per
the Gas Purchase Sales Agree-
ment (GPSA), the government
will buy Cairn's off-shore gas at
92.75 per cent of the Eﬁl.‘e of the
High Sulphur Fuel Oil (HSFO) in
the international market
(which is the formula to calcu-
late international price of gas).
According to that calculation,
government will buy Caim'’s gas
at 2.6 dollars per thousand cu-
bic feet or per unit. The current
domestic price of gas is only 1.2
dollars per unit.

DCC yet to take
over Osmany
Udyan

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) was yet to take over the
Osmany Udyan where more
than two acres of land was oc-
cupied by a group of people
claiming its ownership last
week.

The actual owner, Public
Works Department (PWD), was
supposed to hand over the city
park to DCC after the sudden
occupation. DCC sources said
the process of handover would
take a 'day or two' because the
city corporation wanted to take
it over as per the original land
index. A

Following the occupation by
the group who had put up a
si saying that they were
acting on the basis of a court
order, police moved in to evict
them.

DCC officials said once they
take over the ownership they
would fight the case in court.

Govt spreading
propaganda thru’

Radio, TV: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has accused the
present government of spread-
ing propaganda through elec-
tronic ia, reports UNB.

"But during our rule, we did
not hanker after publicity. Un-
like them, we believe in deeds
and welfare of the people,” she
said.

Pointing to activities of the
government leaders, Begum Zia
said the they are trying to take
credit by cutting ribbons of the
unfinished work initiated by
the BNP regime.

Speaking at a civic r tion
accorded to her by J pur
pourasava on Saturday, the op-
position leader alleged that the
ruling party, instead of doing
any work, is engaged in
spreading propaganda through
radio television.

The former prime minister

See Page 12 Col 8

City BNP rally
in support of
Apr 2 programme

Dhaka city unit of BNP
terday demonstrated at differ-
ent wards to drum up support in
favour of its April 2 sit-in pro-

ramme in front of Dhaka
ASA, reports UNB.

Th:dprocessinns. led by BNP-
back ward commissioners
and ward unit leaders, paraded
the city streets protesting the
price hike of gas, water, elec-
tricity and essentials, and re-

pression on women and chil-
dren and "propaganda” on TV.

—Inside Today
Article
Stern measures
- alone are not

sufficient for

combating

sex crimes

Column: Currents and

Crosscurrents
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Drive to check pilferage, cut system loss

Army deployed in
power plants

Army has been deployed in
at least 20 of the 25 power sta-
tions of the country for moni-
toring and checking electricity
pilferage., according to official
sources.

The deployment of army be-
gan after the setting up of a
power monitoring cell under
the Armed Forces Division in
the Prime Minister's Office. The
deployment operations, which
began on March 29, have been
completed yesterday in all the
power stations in the country
which are presently opera-

By M Anwarul Haq

tional and now numbers
around 20. In Dhaka and its
suburbs, army has been posted
at the Siddhirganj. Ghorasal
and Haripur power stations.

In most cases, an Army offi-
cer with a contingent of troops
have been posted at the opera-
tional power plants for the pur-
poses of monitoring and super-
vision.

It was learnt that the Power
Cell in conjunction with the
Armed Forces Division are
chalking out emergency plans
for disconnecting illegal con-

BNP stages walkout
alleging violation of

rule by Speaker

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiyva Sangsad yester-
day plunged into an uproar over
a remark by the Speaker fol-
lowed by a debate between top
leaders of the Treasury and Op-

ition benches soon after the

rime Minister's Question
Time.

BNP lawmakers who
charged Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury with violat-
ing a rule on raising supple-
mentary queries, also staged an
angry walkout shortly after
they joined the proceedings.

e Speaker, however, re-
peatedly denied the BNP allega-
tion and charged the party
lawmakers with misquoting
the relevant rule and his state-
ment as well.

The BNP legislators re-
mained absent {rom the pro-

of the House during the
first 30 minutes of the one-hour
PM's question-answer session
on the ground that they were.
not allowed to put starred ques-
tions and supplementaries to
the Prime Minister on Tues-
days.

At the end of PM's Question
Time on Tuesday last, the BNP
had also walked out of the
House, alleging that they were
not given the chance to ask
questions to the PM.

As the sitting resumed at
10.35 am yesterday, there was
only one BNP MP in the House.
He also left the House shortly
afterwards.

The PM's Question Time
over, the BNP legislators joined

the proceedings and some of
them sought the floor to make
supplementaries to Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed who was replying for
the Education Minister. Of
them, Ruhul Kuddus Talukdar
Dulu was given the floor. Then
more BNP members also tried
to draw the Speaker's attention
in their bid to get the floor.

The uproar started when the
Speaker told the BNP MPs that
he would f[irst entertain ques-
tions from those in his list who
drew his attention (during BN-
P's absence) and then allow the
BNP members.

All the BNP lawmakers then
sﬁrang on their feet and started
shouting at the top of their
voice. At that time, Dr. Khan-
dakar Mosharraf Hossain was
the lone BNP member in the
first row of the Opposition
bench.

Afler poisy progests in the
House for some time. the BNP
members staged an angry walk-
out at about 11:40 am.

Brieling newsmen at the
lobby later BNP lawmaker Dr.
Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain
viewed that the Speaker could
not make a list of persons for
making supplementary ques-
tions in advance before an
starred question was :

He also alleged that the
Speaker had showed the same
"partiality” on Tuesday last by
not giving chance to BNP law-
makers to ask supplementaries

See Page 12 Col 3

nections and reducing pilferage
to cut-down the systems loss,

The plans under considera-
tion include using magisterial
powers for making spot deci-
sions for punishing all types of
offenders. Besides, a new power
load management policy will be
im‘s:lemenled immediately after
Eid for restoring uninterrupted
domestic power supply by clos-
ing all shopping centres by dusk
and cutting off power supply for
unproductive purposes, the
sources said.

See Page 12 Col 3

By Special Correspondent

Seventeen children and five
women, who were rescued by
Indian police in Bangalore on
their way to the Gulf states al-
legedly for use as camel jockeys
and 'sex slaves' are coming back
home tonight.

The children’'s age ranges
from two to eight.

Bangladesh Jatiya Mahila
Ainjibi Samity (BJMAS) has
arranged their repatriation
from a prison in Bangalore,
with the help of Bangladesh
High Commission in India,
Samity sources said last night.

Eleven men, said to be
Bangladeshis, some are sus-
pected to be the traffickers are
also being deported by the In-
dian authorities. They were
part of the group of children
and women.

The women claimed them-
selves to be mothers of the chil-

dren.
The men are brought to
be Benapole border outpost to be

handed over to the Bangladesh
police on “Thursday. They
claimed they were also lured by
traffickers on the promise of
jobs in the Gulf states.

They are likely to be interro-
gated in a bid to screen out sus-

ted traffickers among them,

MAS sources said.

Ms Rama Debabrata, a
teacher of Delhi and convenor
of Stop Tralffickin Dgl[i)resainn
and Prostitution of Children, is
accompanying the children and
the women.

Earlier, she played a role
in rescuing a group of eleven

See Page 12 Col 6

Bill on women, child repression soon

Offenders often take advantage
oles in '95 Act : PM

VoY

Shéi.klll aina at theﬁ
Sangsad yesterday

of looph

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina informed the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday that a pro-
vision has been kept in the pro-
posed bill on woman and child
repression for punishment to
those who will lile false cases,
report agencies.

Replying to a supplementary
during the PM's question-hour
session she said the provision
of punishment has been kept to
save the innocent people from
harassment.

The Prime Minister said the
government has decided to plug
the loopholes in the existing
Woman and Child Repression
Act of 1995 and make the law
flawless and more effective. A
bill in this regard will be placed
in parliament soon.

n reply to Panna Kaiser
(AL), she said the government is
aware of the crimes against
women and children.

The Prime Minister said
that a number of laws are there

in the country against repres-
sion on women and children. Of
them, the on Women
and Children (Special Provi-
sion) Act, 1995 has the provi-
sion of capital punishment, life
imprisonment and fines. Even
in some cases there are provi-
sions of capital punishment for
the guardians and relatives of
offenders under this law, she
added.

The Prime Minister told the
House that special instructions
have been given to the police
administration to take quick
actions for filing cases, proper
investigations, arrest of the ac-
cused persons and their prose-
cution.

Besides, an inter-ministe-
rial committee headed by the
state minister in charge of the
Ministry of Women and Chil-
dren Affairs has been working
to check repression on women
and children. She said steps

See Page 12 Col 4
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car in Segunbagicha area of

the city when police chased a group of demonstrating
students yesterday. The demonstrators were demanding

shifting of the HSC exams.

— Star photo

HSC candidates

£0 on rampage
in city, damage
25 vehicles

By Staff Correspondent

A group of HSC candidates
went on a rampage in front of
the National Press Club yester-
day afternoon and damaged at
least 25 vehicles.

Fﬂllr:: arrﬁ!ted ten Etl.;ld:ntﬂ
on charges o the ve-
hicles fr%::m mcmn after
incident. They are likely to be
produced in the CMM's court to-
day, police said.

itnesses said more than 50
students of different colleges in
the city brought out a proces-
sion demanding shifting of the
HSC examination which is
scheduled to begin on May 28
this year.

hen the processionists
reached in front of the Press
Club at about noon, police tried
to resist them from holding a
rally there. At one ataﬁa police
chased them and used batons to

See Page 12 Col 4
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Violence during
workers’

barricade:
20 hurt 1n Ctg

otray incidents of violence
marked the country-wide day-
long industrial strike and rail-
road barricade programme
called by the jute and textile
workers yesterday., reports
UNB.

Patkal Sramik-Karmachari
Federation, Suta-Bastrakal
Sramik Federation and Bastra
Shilpa Sramik League jointly
enforced the programme de-
manding formation of the fifth
wages commission and imme-
diate implementation of their
eight point demands.

The programme was par-
mills
at Adamijee, Tongi, Khulna and
other parts of the country con-
tinued production during the
strike call.

Trade union sources claimed
production in Dhaka Jute
Mills, Chan Jute Mills, Karim
Latif Bawani Jute Mills, Nars-
ingdih UNC Mills, Sirajganj
Kawmi Jute Mills, Chittagong
Amin Jute Mills was totally
stopped due to the strike.

At Postagola in Dhaka, the
workers came under police at-
tack at about 9 am when they
were trying to raise barricade
on Dhaka-Mowa highway near
the Buriganga Bridge.,

Police charged batons on the
workers and dispersed them.

Our Staff Correspondent in
Chittagong adds: At least 20
persons including three police
personnel were injured during
clashes between rival workers
at Oxygen Crossing and Aturar
Depot areas in the city.

€ injured were admitted to

hospital and private clinics for -

treatment.

Police said a series of cock-
tails exploded when a group of
anti-strike workers of Amin
Jute Mills tried to remove the
barricade by jute mill workers

See Page 12 Col 6

Minister tells JS

Police investigating

Mar 24 incident
“at Jatrabari

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam yesterday told the House
that police are investiga the
March 24 incident at Jatrabari
from whicli Leader of the Oppo-
sition Begum Khaleda Zia es-
caped a possible accident, re-
ports )

Rafiq told the House that a
truck was about to hit the jeep
of Begum Zia in Jatrabari area
when she was going to
Narayanganj to attend a
meeting. The police on duty in-
stantly arrested the driver on
charges of reckless driving.

"Police have filed a case and
the matter is now under inves-
tigation,” the minister said. "I
want to inform the Jatiya
Sangsad that all measures have
been taken to ensure the secu-
rity of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion,” he added.

Payment of old
age allowance
from May next

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday told the
Jatiya Sangsad that payment of
old age allowance to cﬁe?erving
persons in the country is ex-
pected to start from May next,
report es.

Replying to a question from
Dhirendranath Saha (AL-
Narail), the prime minister said
taka fifty crore has been ear-
marked in the budget of the cur-
rent fiscal for launching this
scheme.

Hasina told the House that
the government is determined
to free the country from the
curse of illiteracy by 2006.

In rcg}y to Dr Md Rustam Ali
Faraji (JP), Hasina said a new
education policy is now at the
final stage.

She also informed the JS
that the government has fixed a
target of disbursing Tk 247.75
crore as loans to youths under
the self-employment genera-
tion scheme. .

The money will be disbursed

See Page 12 Col 2

—=

ZILHAJ 3, 1418 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF §
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, £
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, B
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

4

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 881985

b ] e r; e S
P ¥ o "

-

‘Decision on political cases soon’

Ban on holding public
meeting at Manik

Mia Avenue goes

By Staff Correspondent

The government yesterday
lifted the restriction on holding
of rallies at the Manik Mia Av-
enue in the city as part of a deal
signed with the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party last month.

The announcement came
from Public Works and
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim who had
substantially contributed to the
signing of the deal that made
the opposition party return to
the Jatiya Sangsad on March 8,
ending a six-month boycott.

"Let me announce on behalf
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina that Manik Mia Avenue
will remain open for holding

political rallies from now on."
Nasim said in parliament re-
ferring to the four-point accord
Isigm: with BNP on March 2
ast.

With the announcement, the
government fulfilled one of its
obligations in the agreement,
although the announcement
was supposed to be made by
March 17 last. Dhaka City Cor-
poration had imposed a ban on
street rallies in the city a few
months back.

Meanwhile, the government
side informed the Opposition
Chiel Whip at a meeting last
night that the Home Ministry

See Page 12 Col 8
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As Eid-ul-Azha is drawing nearer, trucks carrying

ot T .

o

cattle

for the Gabtoli market are creating heavy traffic jam on

the Mirpur Road.
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‘Indemnity Ordn had no
legal basis: AG

Attorney General K S Nabi in
the Supreme Court yesterday
submitted that the Indemnity
Ordinance of 1975, now re-
pealed was promulgated by the

us of power and hence had
no legal basis, reports UNB.

Initiating arguments in the
hearing of apgeal against the
High Court judgement that de-
clared valid the Indemnity Or-
dinance (Repeal) Act of 1996,
Barrister Nabi contended that
Khandokar Mushtagque Ahmed
had proclaimed martial law to
u the -

e full bench of the Appel-
late Division of the Supreme
Court comprising Chief Justice
A T M Afzal, Justice Mustafa
Kamal, Justice Latifur Rahman,
Justice Abdur Rouf and Justice
Bimalendu Bikash Roy Chowd-
hury heard the submission of
the Attorney General.

Barrister Nabi said that
Khandokar Mushtaque Ahmed
who had proclaimed martial
law on August 20, 1975 giving
retrospective effect was neither
commander of the army,

Speaker or Vice-President. He
had no legal basis to assume the
power.

He submitted that all the
three martial law proclama-
tions after the killing of Presi-
dent B bandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur man came from the
usurpers of power. Indemnity
Ordinance was promulgated by
an usurper of power to protect
the killers of the President.

Again, the Attorney General
argued, the killers of the Presi-
dent could not take shelter un-
der the Indemnity Ordinance,
for killing was not indemnified
by the ordinance. The killing
was a criminal act.

He contended that the In-
demnity Ordinance, 1975, en-
forced under the martial law,
was void as it was not consis-
tent with the Constitution.

The Attorney General argued
that the Indemnity Ordinance
died automatically as it was not

laced for approval by the legis-
ature within 30 days of the
first session of Parliament

See Page 12 Col 7

| son behind the killi

Bangabandhu Murder Case

Farooq had made a statement

confessing his role: 10

The investigation officer in
Bangabandhu murder case yes-
terday told the trial court that
accused Lt Col (dismissed) Syed
Farooq Rahman made a state-
ment to him confessing his role
in killing President Sheikh
Mu,ﬂhur man, reports UNB.

‘The forwarding report to
produce accused Farooq before
the court was sent on December
19, 1996 with my signature,
where | mentioned that he made
a confessional statement to
me," said ASP Abdur Kahhar
Akhand during the cross-exam-
ination by the defence.

Akhand, the prosecution
witness 61 in the case, denied a
defence suggestion that he him-
self made the confessional
statement and showed it under
section 161.

He also denied that Farooq's

statement under section 164
was a duplicate of the statement
uncE: niectjun lﬁlél 6
plying to advocate Khan
Saifur Pﬂ
E{:;lin{:ipal accused Syed Far
hman, the witness agree
that Farooq's service file was
not recorded, but was reviewed.
Replying to a question re-
rding the then 1 In-
antry unit located at Joyde-
vpur, the witness said he was
not confirmed that where the
unit was sta during the Au-

gust 15 . ,
Hnwevemr?f%lec said most offi-
cers and jawans of 16 Bengal

were outside the unit on the day
ui; J:i]l:.gl.lﬂt 14, but returned at
night.

‘Amin Ahmed Chowdhury
was made Commanding Officer
and sent to Joydevpur a day af-

hman, the counsel for’

ter the incident. But I didn't get
such information that he came
back as he could not join," Ak-
hand said denying a suggestion.

Replying to a query from ad-
vocate Khan Saifur Rahman,
the witness said he didn't visit
Joydevpur cantonment for in-
vestigation of the case, but in-
terrogated one person of the in-
fantry unit.

Asked whether he sought a
list of officers in Joydevpur
during the incident, Kahhar
Akhand told the court that he
sought the list of all concerned
of 46 Brigade in Dhaka. "Joyde-
vpur unit was under the 46
Brigade."

The witness said in a for-

report, he had said that
the involvement of Naik (retd)
Sheikh M Yunus Ali and Abu

See Page 12 Col 4
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One killed as AL,
BNP clash in

Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Mar 31: A clash
between Awami League and BNP
supporters at Sheikher Bazar in
Monohardi thana today left a
man killed and 12 people in-
jured, reports UNB.

The identity of the victim
could not be known immedi-
ately.

Police said the clash took
place at about 6:30 pm when
BNP supporters from a proces-
sion chanted slogans against
Minister Noor Uddin Khan.

The injured were admitted to
Monohardi thana health com-
plex.

Additional police have been
deployed as tension was mount-
ing in the area.

No case was filed till filing of
the report at about 11 pm,

Witfe allegedly

beaten to death

By Staff Correspondent

A 20-year-old housewife was
allegedly beaten to death by her
husband and other relatives at
South Jatrabari under Demra
thana in the ci% yest i

Police identified the dead as
Shiuli, daughter of Abdul
Malek. The father of the victim
claimed that his daughter's
condition became critical after
she was beaten up her hus-
band, Alamgir, brother-in-law
and mother-in-law at their

i | residence at about 12 noon.

As she became unconscious,
Shiuli was rushed to the DMCH
where the doctors declared her
dead at about 1:30 pm. The rea-
could not
be known immediately.

Meanwhile, relatives of her
husband told our DMCH corre-
spondent that Shiuli commit-
ted suicide by hanging herself
inside her room following a
feud with her husband yester-
day morning.

Police arrested Halima
Khatun., mother-in-law of Shi-
uli in this connection yester-
day. Alamgir and his brother
have been absconding since the
incident. The body was sent to
DMCH morgue for autnps%.

Father of the victim filed a
murder case with Demra thana
in this regard.

Young man
- found dead

By Staff Correspondent

A man, aged about 30,
was m?lgdead beside a lake at
Nawaberbagh under Mirpur
thana in the city yesterday.

The unidentified body had
severe injury marks, police
S al people f body

Local people found the
on the slope of the Beribadh in
the morning.

After being informed, police
recovered the body, wearing a
full sleeve shirt and jeans
trousers, at about 8 am.

The motive behind the
killing could not be known
immediately. The body was sent
to Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital morgue for autopsy.

None, . Was arrested
till last night in this connec-
tion. A murder case was lodged
with Mirpur thana in this re-
gard.

BUETTA demands
removal of 15

resigning teachers

By DU Correspondent

The BUET Teachers' Associ-
ation (BUETTA) yesterday de-
manded removal of the 15
teachers of the Architecture De-
partment for what it said defy-
ing the decisions of the Syndi-
cate and the Academic Council
of the university and propagat-
ing fabricated stories against
the teachers and the Academic
Council.

The demand was made at a
meeting of the BUETTA held on
Monday with President of
BUETTA Dr Abdur Razzak Ak-
hand in the chair, said a press
release yesterday.

The 15 teachers had resigned
protesting the new admission
rules of the department. The
crisis arising out of the new
admission rules was however
resolved and admission tests
were held according the new
rules after the Prime Minister
and the Education Minister in-
terfered. The fifteen teachers
later withdrew their en masse
resignation letter,

¢ BUETTA meeting also
urged the university authorities
to declare architects Majharul
%s}:ln and Rabiul Hossain a;:d
na non grata on the
&lE‘lPemcampus for %hetr “inter-
ference” in the academic activi-
See Page 12 Col 5

Last Hajj flight
leaves for Jeddah

The last Hajj flight of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines for non-
ballotee pilgrims left Dhaka for
Jeddah yesterday, reports UNB.

With this, Biman carried a
total of 9,051 non-ballotee Hajj
pilgrims with 28 flights that be-
gan on March 10, said a press
release yesterday.

Biman also carried 8,040
ballotee Hajj gﬂgrims this
operating 23 ballotee Hajj
flights from March 3 to 22.

The return Hajj flights of
Biman for both ballotee and
non-ballotee Haéj pilgrims will

begin on April 1



