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The President has abolished
the Banking Division of the
Ministry of Finance through
further amending the distribu-
tion of responsibilities of dif-
ferent ministries, an official
handout said yesterday, reports

The President has also di-
vided the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources under
heads "Power Division” and
"Energy and Mineral Resources
Division."” the handout added.

Cabinet may okay
3 bills on hill

councils today

By Staff Correspondent

The weekly cabinet meeting
today is likely to give final ap-
proval to three draft bills ac-
Efn:g]hmudatiﬁ% Eﬂt;;% It:‘r{;‘ntcnts

e recently sign peace
accord.

The draft bills seek, amon
other things, strengthening o
three hill councils in Ranga-
mati, Khagrachhari and Ban-
darban districts in the light of
the CHT accord.

The cabinet will also con-
sider some amendments to the
Women and Children Repres-
sion Prevention Act, 1995.

to law ministry

e o s

Accnrdin%

sources, the bills, if approved by
the cabinet, would h-c placed in
parliament during the current
session of Jatiya

JMBA draft
ordn approved

The amended Jamuna Multi-
mpuse Bridge Authority

BA) draft o ance was ap-
proved by the authority at a
m sterday, rts BSS.

Presided over by Communi-
cations Minister Anwar Hos-
sain, the meeting .also brought
several amdm:ntu to the pro-
posals adopted the steerin
committee, which was form
for the inau tion of "Banga-
bandhu Bridge."

It discussed the appointment
::'_lé:nntractnrﬂ for Iﬁllintenanc:

management of the Banga-

bandhu Bridge.

of the Jamuna Bridge

Abdul Muyeed
Chowdhury, Communications
Secretary Rezaul Hayat,
Law and Justice Secretary
Aminullah and Chief of Gen-
eral Staff of Bangladesh Ar‘r:g
Major General Masud Chowd-

hury.

Some medicines
banned

The government has tem-
ﬂgnarﬂ y cancelled the registra-
of some medicines and im-
posed ban on the production
and marketing of these drugs,

reports UNB.
follow-

The ban was i
ing a cautio note issued by
sation

the World Health

Division

The meeting was attended by

in this regard, said an official
handout yesterday.
Banned tablets are: Fendein

of ACI, Decodine of Amico, Di-

nafine of Beximco Pharma,
Tenafen of Fisons, Fena of GA
Company, Jefradine of Jayson
Pharma, Tarfedine of KDH Lab,
Fenadine of nin, Tarfen of
SKF, Sardinine of Novartis and
Nosidon of Square Pharma.

Aminul Islam new
HC to Canada

‘Mohammad Aminul Islam,

{(OSD) at the Ministry
ﬁ%mm St el
made H Commissioner to

Canada, said an official an-
nmnumuumt:rday reports

p;m"‘"““t“. MG e s co-

in ca-
pacities in B adesh mis-
sions abroad, Kuala
Lumpur, New Delhi, Bonn,

Tokyo, Calcutta and Ottawa.
— Inside Today
Article
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Noor Vo Khan

By Staff Correspondent

Ener and Mineral Re-
sources Minister Lt Gen (retd) M
Noor Uddin Khan was strip
of his portfolio yesterday after-
noon.

The announcement of his
removal from the energy min-
istry came through the uﬂ'lcial
news agency BS5S, quotin
handout,at 2 pm. It said t at
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
made Lt Gen [retd) Noor Uddin
Khan a minister without port-
folio but gave no details.

The replacement for Noor
Uddin Khan was not announced
till the filing of this report at 10

m. However, the Cabinet Sec-
retary told The Daily Star that
the Prime Minister herself
would take care of the vital
portfolio.

Signs that the Prime Minis-
ter had taken the deteriorating

power supply situation with se-
riousness were apparent when
Noor Uddin's departure was fol-
lowed by an emergency meeting
on the situation, chaired by the
PM late yesterday afternoon.

Sheikh Hasina directed high
officials to put an end to the
dismal cfnwer supply situation.
She told the officials during the
two-hour meeting that allout ef-
forts must be made to increase
power generation.

She reminded them of suf-
ferings of the people. The meet-
ing was also informed that
there was a shortage of 80 mil-
lion cubic feet of gas every day,
which caused a shortage of 320
mw of power per day.

When contacted, Noor Uddin

Khan declined to talk.
The former energy minister,
See Page 12 Col 4
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Shahc&d Minar iqcident

DU to 1ssue
showcause on

6 JCD leaders

The Dhaka University syn-
dicate has decided to serve
showcause notices on six lead-
ers of BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) for their al-
leged involvement in the unto-
ward incident at the Central
Shaheed Minar on February 21,
reports UNB.

They are: Habib-un-Nabi
Sohel, Monzoor Elahi, Monir
Hossain, Selimuzzaman,
Bashir Ahmed Khan and
Amzad Hossain Shishir.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the dicate yester-
day with Vice-Chancellor Prof
A K Azad Chowdhury in the
chair.

The dicate took the deci-
sion in line with the report of
the probe committee which
submitted its repo

rt to the au-

thorities blaming the JCD lead-

:1['5 for desecrating the Shaheed
inar.

Armed Forces Divn
to monitor power

situation from PMO

igh level meeting with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair yesterday took a
number of important decisions
to streamiline the country's
power supply system, reports
BSS.

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting, Principal Secretarsy
the Prime Minister
Samad and Press Secretary to
the Prime Minister Jawadul
Karim said that the decisions
included establishment of
strong inter-agency coordina-
tion, proper load ement,
snapping illegal Fow:r connec-
tions, reducing frequent load-
shedding and generation of ad-
ditional quantity of electricity.

Decisions were also taken to
stop systems loss and redouble
efforts for maintenance of
power plants and their proper

-tion, told

- upkeep. The Prime Minister as-

sured the meeting of adequate
budgetary provisions for this.

Meanwhile, a monitoring
cell to supervise round-the-
clock the power situation
across the country has been set
up at the Prime Minister's Office
to be managed by the Armed
Forces Division.

The Prime Minister gave a
directive to increase the er-
ation capacity of the existing
power plants through proper
management and renovation.
She also directed the authori-
ties concerned to give prior no-
tice to the clients tim-
ings of loadshedding.

The Prime Minister, who
took pcl:*sunal initiative to im-
prove the power supply situa-

the meeting that halt-
See Page 12 Col 3

Shawkat Osman |

Rape: Statement of lone

seriously 1ll
Eminent writer Shawkat
Osman has been admitted to

the Combined Military Hospi- |

tal, Dhaka, fo a massive
cerebral infarction yesterday
morning, reports BSS,
CMH sources said, octo

narian Shawkat Osman ‘is

ing given treatment in the in-
tensive care unit (ICU). He is
now in a semi-coma state and
his t side suffered paralysis

after cerebral infarction.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Haalna yesterday visited the
r;F poet and litterateur at the

The Prime Minister ex-
sed her deep concern at the
deteriorating health condition
of Shawkat Osman who only on
Wednesday received Indepen-
dence Day Award from her.

The Prime Minister dis-
cussed with the attending doc-
tors about his health condition
and treatment,

T

Prime Mmmter Sheukh Hdsma wmted mlmg Shawkat Osman, a renowned litterateur, at
the CMH in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

witness recorded

By Staff Correspondent

buym: tlﬁnc witness, tF thTT;I
. in the rape case o -
year girl at CMM court building,
recorded a statement before a
metropolitan ‘magistrate yes-

terday.
CID investigators produced
the , a friend of the victim,

Maria (not her real name), be-
fore the magil:;‘tinte at about
2pm. It took about half an hour
to record the statement, police
source said.

Maria was raped allcge:dly by

a young man at a place near the
lice control room on the first
oor of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court at about 3
pm on March 10.

Obayedul Matbar, 25, ac-
cused in the rape, has already
recorded a confessional state-
ment in this regard.

Meanwhile. the CID hoped
that they would receive the
medical report of Maria from
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital within a couple of
days.

The investigators have so far
interrogated about 40 people
including the policemen of
CMM's court barrack in connec-
tion with the rape. They are
likely to question some more
people in and around the court
area.

Earlier last week, Maria and
her father recorded separate
statements before the magis-
trate.

Maria and her father were
now at the Razarbagh police
hospital while the little boy
who recorded statement yester-
day was under the CID custody.

@The Daily Star

INTERNET: http://www dailystarnews.com DHAKA MONDAY MARCH 30, 1998

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON I/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985
ZIL‘,;‘!AD 30, 1418 HIJRI 12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

:NOOI' Uddin removed( 17 more children rescued in Bangalore
as Energy Minister - '

o o
?’_5&_,;? £ & e

By Nazmul .ABhraf

Another roup of 17
Bangladeshi children, rescued
in India while being trafficked
to the Gulf states to be used as
camel jockeys, are expected to
be sent back home in a couple of
days, an official of the.
Bangladesh mission in Calcut’,a
| _ - 2% told The Daily Star over te[e-

W a0 phone, last night.

) The children, along wit'y 15
adults who posed as thei': par-
ents, were rescued fror, traf-
fickers by police in Ba.ngalore
recently, the official sz.id seek-
ing anonymity.

"The fresh team of 17 chil-
dren :sind their fake ‘parents are
likely to reach Calcutta from
Eangalnre tomorrow (Monday)
or tne day after and reac
Dha‘l-:a in another two days,” he
said.

"We're taking adequate mea-
sures for their prntectiun and
safe return home... They're
coming here by train...”, he said
aadding that the mode of their

T T -

:u.'-‘:‘ aa

India, on Saturday.

Eid-ul-Azha
on April 8

The holy Eid-ul-Azha will be
observed throughout the coun-
try on April 8. reports UNB.

The National Moon Sighting
Committee announced this as
the moon of the month of Jil-
ha‘urgas sighted yesterday.

€ announcement came
following a meeting of the
committee which reviewed re-
ports from various parts of the
country

Vice Chairman of the mm--

mittee and secre to the Min-
istry of Religious Affairs M Is-
mail Hossain presided over the
meeting at Islamic Foundation
yesterday evening, said a press
release.

‘Rail-road barricade
by jute, textile

workers tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

The jute and textile mills
workers have called a country-
wide rail-road barricade pro-

| ﬁmm tomorrow demanding

tion' of fifth - COMmy-
mission and immediate im-
plementation of 12 points
agreement between the govern-
ment and Sramik Karmachari
Oi Parishad (SKOP).

ey will also observe a 24-
hour work stoppage in all mills
and factories the same day.

Their demands include im-
plementation of the recom-
mendations of wage commis-
sion '91 in private-owned jute
and textile mills. cancellation
of denationalisation pro-
gramme and reopening of
closed mills and factories.

Labours and workers
brought out several torch pro-
cessions in Demra. Postogola,
Adamjee and Shiddhirganj in-
dustrial areas last night to
drum up support for tomorrow's

rn_ﬁ:amm:.

e Patkal Sramik Karma-
chari Sangram Parishad,
Bangladesh Suta-Bastrakal
Sramik Karmachari Federa-
tion and Bangladesh Bastra
Shilpa League in a joint state-
ment last night called upon the
workers to observe the pro-

gramme peacelully, -+

Rivals beat up 2
BCL activists
at DU: 17 held

By DU Correspondent

Two Chhatra League ac-
tivists were beaten up, one
severely, by a rival faction at
Sir AF Rahman Hall of Dhaka
University late Saturday night.

The victims were identified

as Nasim and Sobhan. Seri- .

ously injured Nasim was admit-
ted to the Orthopaedic Hos l
while Sobhan was treat
Dhaka Medical College Hnapi-
tal. Nasim was seriously in-
jured in the face, head and
chest.

Police arrested 17 students
from AF Rahman, Mohsin and
Surya Sen halls of the univer-
sity- after the incident.

A case was filed terday in
connection with the incident
accusing 20 students. The ar-
rested 17 students included ten
accused in the case. They are

See Page 12 Col 6

Results of second round block ’Suspend bidding
bidding may be delayed further

I[rish company Tullow Ex-
ploration in a letter to the
ernment recently expressed its
concern over "rumours” that
blocks 9 and 11 would be placed
for a fresh bid saying that if the
government did so, it would
make a mm:km;y of the whole
second round block bidding for
oil and gas exploration.

Tullow, which had remained
nnc of the most favoured for-

gn oil mm{mnf in the second
rnund bloc ddin% till re-
EEHUK in a faxed letter
March 20 claimed that the gov-
ernment has already given it a
"Letter of Intent” (LOI) offering
45 per cent of Block 9.

orl

By Sharier Khan

However, officials denied
Tullow's claim of LOI saying
that the government did not is-
sue any LOI to any bidder of the
second round block bidding, in-
cluding Tullow, regarding any
block.

Tullow was offered Block 9
on October 22 last year and
later Block 11 on the basis of its
work programme. However, as
negotiations for getting a big

financially capable partner

had caused delay in the whole

bidding process, the govern-

ment is now thinking about

gutﬂng these most sought-after

locks to fresh bidding or post-
pone the bidding process.

The results of the biddin cdg
process was originally sch
uled to be announced on De-
cember 15. But now, because of
indecision about blocks 9 and
11, it is not clear whether the
government would be able to
announce the results in the next
couple of months.

riginally, blocks 9,10 and
11 were not planned to be in-
cluded in the second round
block bidding which was
floated on June 15 last year.
These blocks, according to offi-
cial documents of Petrobangla
and the Energy Ministry, were
supposed to be reserved for ex-

See Page 12 Cdl 4
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to look into
profitability
of PSCs again’

By Staff Correspondent

Elrunﬁnt geolo uta of the
country have ur

ment to suspend the %ecund
Round Block Bldding rocess

for selecting foreign cum es -
to explore oil and gas the
country

The geologists said that the
government should first evalu-
ate the existing Production
Sharing Contracts (PSCs) with
four foreign companies and in '
the light of the evaluation see, if
the second round bid can be
as table as it is said.
articipating in a seminar

rnagar University on

See Page 12 Col 3

Seventeen Bangladeshl children await depurtatmn atarallway statmn in Bangalure

journey from Calcutta to Dhaka

— AP/UNB photo See Page 12 Col 6
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1 Owners of 2 travel

agencies held on
~charge of cheating
31 Hajj pilgrims

-O)mbudsman soon to
ensure accountability

By Staff Correspondent

The government will appoint
an Ombudsman to ensure the
accountability of the executive
wing of the state towards the
people in general and to remedy

injustice sustained by
individuals in particular.
This was disclosed by Suran-

jit Sengupta, parliamentary
affairs adviser to Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina. He was ad-
dressing a conference titled
"Towards Establishment of the
Office of Ombudsman in
Bangladesh" in the city yester-
da}r afternoon.

"On behalf of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, | am assuring
the audience that the govern-
ment will appoint an Ombuds-
man," Sengupta said. He, how-
ever, told the gathering that the
civil society should propagate
the need of an Ombudsman
among the people.

Jointly organised by three

local NGOs, the conference was
also addressed by Attorney
General Barrister K S Nabi,
Awami League MP Akhtaruz-
zaman and BNP legislator
Khalequzzaman Chowdhu
Justice K M Sobhan chaired tl:hYe
conference, while Dr Borhan
Uddin Khan made an auclio-vi-
sual presentation on the sub-
ject. He discussed in details
about the origin of the concept
of Ombudsman, its objectives as
well as its effectivenesss in es-
tablishing justice in the society.

The concept of the Ombuds-
man was adopted ir: the coun-
trﬁr's Constitution in 1972,
while a law was enac:ted to meet
the constitutional cbligation in
1980. But the office: of the Om-
budsman is yet to be established
in the country.

According to fhe law, the
Ombudsman will en the

See Page 172 Col J?
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Oil, gas major areas

Investment prospects
bright: US team

By Staff Correspondent

The high-powered US trade
delegation yesterday said there
were bright prospects for US in-
vestment in the country, spe-
cially in the energy sector.

eorge Munoz, leader of the
three-member delegation,
speaking at a press conference
at the American Club here, said
they were happy at the govern-
ment's attitude towards US in-
vestment in the country

that ever
on the right track.”

rle said that the government
was welcoming private invest-
ment and that it removed many
barriers which were obstructing
foreign investment.

Munoz is the President and
Chief Executive Officer of the
Overseas Private Investment
C.orporation (OPIC) of US. Two
other members of the delega-

-in Khulna,

hing is alright and

By Staff Correspondent -

The Detective Branch of po-
lice arrested the owners of two
travel agencies on charges of
cheating 31 Hajj pilgrims from
different areas in the city Sat-
urday night.

Police identified thl: arrested
persons as Kazi Shahadat Hos-
sain, owner of a travel agency
and Belayet Hos-
sain, owner of another tI‘EI.‘U"EI :
agency in the city,

They were arrested for mis-
anmpnatin about Tk 16 lakh

the 31 Hajj pilgrims frnm- |
Khulna, police said. :

Shahadat took- the sai:iL
amount from the intending pil-
grims as plane fair and other
expenses. Shahadat and Belayet

See Page 12 Col 2
Compulsory
retirement of
‘Biman official
stayed

The High Court yesterda
stayed the operation of comp :
sory retirement of an official of ‘
Bangladesh Biman, reports
UNB. -

The court comprising Justice |
A M Mahamudur Rahman and
Justice Zakir Ahmed stayed the
compulsory retirement of Md
Yusuf Harun, General Manager,
Cargo Terminal of Biman.

Yusuf Harun was placed un-
der cumgu];smjr retirement on
March 22 under the Public Ser-
vant (Retirement) Act 1974 and

desh Biman Corporation
Emp oyees {Servit:e] gula-
tions, 1979.

Advocate A F Hassan Ariff

moved the petition on behalf nf

"We came here to make sure

See Page 12 Col 4 Harun
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World Cup Quiz'98

PRIZES AFTER EVERY ROUND

Win Fabulous prizes from skl
PHII.IPS Whirlpool “m N

.....

HOW TO PAHTICIPATE N

- The Baily Star launches a series of Quiz competitions on Woﬂd Gup
soccer with fabulous prizes from the house of Transcom Electronics Ltd. There
will be NINE rounds, of which the first will be an extended round because of Eid-ul-
Azha, the; second to fifth will be fortnightly rounds and the final four will be weekly
, World Cup LIVE competitions. For each round a set of questions will be published
in the sjports page of The Buily Star for the duration of the round. Participants of all
the nine rounds will automatically qualify for the BUMPER DRAW which has even
more unbelievable prizes. All you have to do is TICK the correct answers, cut out -
the entry form and mail it (or hand-deliver) to The Brily Star, House No: 11, Road '
No: 3, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka 1205 before the closing date of each round.

FIXTURE OF THE ROUNDS
L ANSWERS MUST LUCKY DRAW
ROUND STARTS ENDS REACH BY FOR PRIZES
Quiz | 28 March, 98 15 Aprll, 98 15 April, '98 16 April, '98
Quiz ? 16 April, '98 29 April, '98 29 April, '98 30 April, '98
Quiz 3 30 April, '98 13 May, '98 13 May, '98 14 May, '98
Quiz 4 14 May, '98 27 May, '98 27 May, '98 28 May, '98
Quiz. 5 28 May, '98 10 June, '98 10 June, '98 11 June, '98
Quiz 6 11 June, '98 17 June, '98 17 June, '98 18 June, '98
Quiz7 18 June, '98 24 June, '98 24 June, "98 25 June, "98
Quiz 8 25 June, '98 01 July, '98 01 July, '98 02 July, '98
Quiz 9 02 July, '98 09 July, 09 July, '98 10 July, '98° .|
(B'JMPER)

THE BUMPER PRIZE: A Fabulous Package consisting of Phllips 21" CTV, Philips
Domestic items, Philips CD System, Whirlpool Refrigerator, Whiripool Gas Cooker lmf
Sanyo Washing Machine.

THE DRAW FOR THE BUMPER PRIZE WILL BE HELD ON 10 JULY, 1998

YOU MAY SEND AS MANY ENTRIES AS YOU LIKE " E

Remember, envelopes must be marked "STAR QUIZ"
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TICK OFF THE CORRECT ANSWERS AND MAIL US THE COUPON AS FAST AS YOU CAN.

SO, MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR COPY OF THE The Baily $tar EVERYDAY!

2

All Prizes Courtesy: Transcom Electronics Lid.



