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CHT accord won't be
scrapped: Hasina

PATIYA, Mar 28: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
asked opposition BNP to "earn
people’'s conlidence instead of
trying to create artificial issues
for a movement,” reports UNB,

She referred to the threat of
movement and long march to-
wards CHT by BNP and said
Ee{}ple's movement cannot be

uilt up by "creating artificial
issues or propagating false-
hood.”

"You should earn people's
confidence by working for them
rather than trying to create ar-
tificial issuearg}* ircaking elec-
tric poles and increasing prices
of essentials artificially,” she
said at a huge public meeting at
AJ Chowdhury College ground
here.

The Prime Minister said
there is no question of scrap-
ping the peace accord on CHT as
the agreement was made on the
basis of the Constitution and
"peace has been restored
through this accord.”

Hasina said the country has
not been divided into pieces
through the signing of the ac-
cord as was stated by Begum
Zia. "They said they will not
return to parliament if the ac-
cord is not scrapped, but they
have returned to the Parlia-
ment.”

"Attend the parliament, par-
ticipate in the debates and point
out if there is anything in the
accord which is confrary to the
Constitution.” she added.

Refuting the allegation of the
opposition leader that Awami
League has sold out the coun-
try's interest, she said those
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uantity for import. As such,
the local agents are not really
interested to offer bids."

Asked why are they not giv-
ing requisition to the CMSD for
adequate quantities of the drugs
that will make the bidders in-
terested, he said, "We can not
give requisition for more than
our demand for a certain pe-
riod. We have to go by the rules.
But we should have access to
ready stock of the drugs.”

He said, "If we were able to
directly import the drugs not
manufactured in the country,
we would have faced no trouble”.

He said, "I have already writ-
ten to the CMSD to invite tender
for import of the drugs. They
have let us know their position.
So. in such a situation, I assume
that we may face a crisis any-
time like the one last year.
“When stock of any drug is ex-
hausted we advice relatives of
the patients well before the op-
eration to collect those from the
local market. Sometimes, the
drugs are not available or are
very costly.”

who earmned independence at the
cost of their blood they can
never sell out the interest of the
nation.

"BNP was not born when we
were ligﬁ:ung for indepen-
dence,” she sald adding Awami
League will protect the country's
sovereignty and independence
at the cost of blood.

She said people know very
well who had sulcf out the coun-
try's interest by turning it into a
market of Indian goods.

"We have protected the coun-
try's interest and reduced the
trade gap with India that had
mounted during the BNP rule.
We have signed the water treaty
with India to establish coun-
try's right to the Ganges water,
she said.

"Now we are planning to
construct the Ganges barrage to
utilise every drop of the Ganges
water in a planned way for in-
creasing production and pro-
tecting environment."”

FDI: Law & order
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Over one hundred party
workers from districts come to
the AL office at the Banga-
bandhu Avenue (o seek minis-
lers recommendations tor pet-
ling jobs and transfers and to
express their grievances on lo-
cal issues.

: Exp!ainln% the government's
Economic Diplomacy’, Abul
Hasan said. "Economies of
South-East Asian countries
will recover st from the recent
slowdown but, we have to sha
our fate by attracting foreign
investment quickly.”

Referring to the six sub-re-
gional groupings within the
ASEAN, the state minister said
formation of BIMSTEC and
South Asian Growth Quadran-
gle will send positive signals to

onors as well as forei in-

vestors as regards foreign direct
imvestment.

Earlier, Zillur Rahman, also
General Secretary of AL, told
the party workers that except
requests for development work,
he could help none seeking jobs,
transfers and tender offers.

Dacoity
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Ichhakhada in Magura district
at about 3.30 am and started
looting valuables of the passen-
gers. Two passengers received
stab injuries when they tried to
resist the dacoits .

Of them, Mansur Ali, 45, a
trader of village Keragachhe
under Kaloroa thana of Sat-
kKhira district succumbed to
stab injuries at Jhenidah sadar
hospital at about 6 am.

The dacoits left the vehicle
near Kashtasagra about 5-km
from Jhenidah.

e

Two buses skidded off the road and fell into a roadside ditch while trying to overtake each
other at Shanarpar in Siddhirganj yesterday.

9 killed
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bound Bhai-Bon Paribahan and
Ramganj-bound Monohar
Paribahan, had started from
Dhaka.

Local people said that sud-
denly they heard a big bang.
They rushed to the spot hearin
screams of passengers confin
in the overturned vehicles and
tried to rescue them.

Firebrigade personnel from
Dhaka and police joined them
after half an hour.

Firebrigade personnel re
covered the bodies of Jotsna Be-
gum, a 45-year-old unidentified
man and a 35-year-old uniden-
tified woman from inside the
Bhai-Bon Paribahan. The bod-
ies were sent to Narayanganij
General Hospital morgue for au-
topsy. our correspondent added.

Drivers of both the buses fled
away after the accident.

Two killed in
Kishoreganj

Two people including a mi-
nor boy were run over by a bus

at Niamatpur Bazar in Sadar
thana in Kishoreganj district

yesterday, according to UNB.

Police said the victims,
Safiqul Islam, 16, and Rubel,
11, of village Bhatia of Karim-
ganj thana, were killed on the
spot when a Chamra Bandar-

bound bus from Kishoreganj
ran over them at about 4 pm.

They were riding a bicycle.
people put barricade

on the road for three hours
protesting the incident.

Police seized the bus the
driver and helper managed to

| flee the spot.
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Sundarbans during the dry sea-
son.” he said.

Prof S Z Haider of Dhaka
University said that one of his
studies showed the salinity in
Lthe southwest has gone alarm-
ingly high, creeping up 1o 200-
km on-shore.

Ministry of Water Resources
studies showed the level of
salinity is rising during the dry
season.

It saild as a result of diver-
sion of fresh water in the up-
stream, salinity levels have in-
creased with a resultant decline
in productivity of the m ove
forests to a mere 1.12 cubic me-
tre/hactre.

Although causes have not
been finally established, the
study said: "The phenomenon of
‘top dying’ which has afflicted
various species including the
highly valued 'sundari’ trees is
generally attributed to stress
caused by salinisation and sil-
tation, as well as reduction in
Nlooding level.”

"Low flows on the Ganges
have exacerbated the poten-
tially damaging eflects of water
pollution from industry or
agrochemicals with conse-

uences to public health, and
the Sundarbans and other wet-
lands habitats are irreversibly
damaged,” it added.

To save the Sundarbans, the
Food and culture Organisa-
tion (FAO) and the United Na-
tions Development Programme
(UNDP) have drawn up a de-
tailed management plan for the
forest

(Gorai re-excavation

Their studies released last
month showed that 362 Tl :
80.000 Spotted Deer., 20,000
wild boars, 40,000 Rhesus
macaque monkeys aznd EJDDOS
otters were a 4
mammals, 3?%‘?‘%%;
99 species of reptiles, eight
species of amphibians and 1|
species of fish are in the forest.

They live in an estimated
6.017-km are, of which 4,069 is
covered by the forest that con-
stitutes 53 per cent of
Bangladesh's total forest area,
which also support thousands
of people.

The wild life specially the
tigers are particularly concen-
trated in sanctuaries covering
301-km.

Transport strike
in N dists
called off

BOGRA. Mar 28: Road com-
munications of 11 northern
districts with capital Dhaka
and rest of the country resumed
today following withdrawal of
transport strike, reports UNB.

Bogra Transport Workers
Union sources said they called
off the strike this morning as
the check posts set up at two

oints in Sirajganj district
ave been withdrawn.

Bogra Transgorl Owners-
Workers Action Commiittee had
enforced the strike on Friday
following a dispute over raisin
toll bv transport workers

UN has paid $3.2m
to Bangladeshi
peacekeepers

The United Nations has paid
3.2 million US dollar to
Bangladesh for the services
rendered by its troops to the UN
Irag-Kuwait Observer Mission
(UNIKOM) and UN Operations
in Somalia (UNOSOM-II), said
an official handout here yester-
day. s UNB.

It said the UN t of
Peace Keeping Operations has
forwarded the cheques to
Bangladesh Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN Ambassador
Anwarul Karim Chowdhury.

With this, the total dues paid

the UN to Bangladesh since
the visit of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in October 1996
amounted to 35.8 million US
dollar.

The payment of UNOSOM
was due for long time and was
made as a follow-up to a recent
discussion held between Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
UN Secretary General Kofi An-
nan in Tehran during the re-
cent OIC summit.

CHT Bill
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tions related to a) administra-
tive and the work of public offi-
cers, b) the maintenance of pub-
lic order and c) the preparation
and implementation of plans

relating to public services and
economic elopment.
The Article says about

conferring power on the local
purposes, to prepare their bud-
gets-and maintain funds.

Referring to special privilege
of the trib ple through ac-
cord, he said the advancement

of any backward section of the
society has been ensured by the
Constitution.

The Law Minister said. "If
there is any ambiguity or any-
thing repugnant to the Consti-
tution. the parliament will take
care ol it and ~uch provision
shall not be implemented by
law.” g

Dispelling opposition's ap-
prehension, the Law Minister
said "Foremost thing is this
that no slature is authorised
to do anything that goes against
the Constitution.”

He said Article 26 (2) said
that no law inconsistent with
any part of fundamental ts
as enshrined in the Constita-
tion shall be legal.

Even then there is the
Supreme Court which is the

rotector of the Constitution,

hasru said. adding that if
there is anything unconstitu-
tional, any citizen can go to the
court and seek redress of it.

"There is no hide and sick.
We want to discuss the bill with
open mind in parliament and
parliament will decide as the
supreme authority to take deci-
sion on the bill,” the Law Minis-

] ter said.

500mw addl power

generated during

JAMALPUR. Mar 28: Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia today
threatened to launch an oust-

overnment agitation soon if
me Minister Sheikh Hasina
failed to resolve the vexing
problems and ensure public se-
{:uri&'r. reports UNB.

"We've given them 21
months’ time ... We'll soon an-
nounce the action programme
to unseat this government
through movement if it fails to
resolve the electricity, gas and
water crises, protect the sanc-
tity of mothers and interest of
peasants and workers.”

The BNP chairperson issued
the harsh warning to the gov-
ernment from a big public meet-
ing at Singhajani High School
ground this afternoon, on the

Hannan Airport
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The development work of the
airport has been taken up with
financial assistance of Over-
seas Economic Cooperation
Fund of Japan OECF.

Under the Tk 541 project, a
new terminal building will be
constructed while the runwa
will be expanded and air traf-
ficking system modernised.

With implementation of the
project, the airport will facili-
tate operation of wide aircraft
like boeing 747 and DC-10 and
handling of more than 500,000
passengers annually.

The Prime Minister ho
the development of the A
Hannan International Airport,
as complementary to the mar-
itime. will be able to cope with
the increased economic activi-
ties in the region.

The Prune Minister said a
similar developinent plan is
under imipleinentation for de-
velopment of Sylhet Osmani
Airport. Construction work of
two new airports at Bagerhat
and Bogra has also been under-
taken.

She informed that the first
hase of the work on the Cargo
illage in Dhaka will be com-

g:::-lcd by June next at a cost of

28 crore, she added.

Sheikh Hasina recalled the
role of Japanese ment in
the socio-economic develop-
ment of Bangladesh.

US team
From Page 1

tion includes J Joshep Grand-
maison, Director of the US
Trade and Development
[USTDA) and Rita R Murrell,
Senior Loan Officer,
Asia/Alrica Division of the Ex-

rt-Import Bank of the United
States

BNP rule: Khaleda

second-day of her three-day
mass contact tour of Ne-
trakona, Jamalpur and Sherpur
districts.

ed that

The BNP chief all
the country is l'al::in‘g .to 40
lakh metric tons of food deficit.
causing “silent famine"  in
northern districts. :

Referring to shortage, of
electricity, she said BNP during
its rule hadﬁntrated an addi-
tional 500 power and there
WAS No power crisis. .,

Blaming the govermment for
"disastrous” state of Jomy.
Khaleda said. wrong €
and economic policy of R
League has not only crippled the
country's trade, commerce and
industries but also |
the territorial integrity. i

Referring to the CHT accord,
Begum Zia said the
is to hand over one-ténth
of Bangladesh to India through
the conspiratorial deal.

Begum Zia referred to dis-
cussions the BNP mment
had had tribal leaders and said,
"We nT wanted trouble in the
name of peace, we never
?u;lg up the country’s m
o others”. ; :

On her way to Jamalpur
from Netrakona, the P

' chairperson addressed wayside -
-"rallies at Muktagachha:'and

Shambhuganj. ”
BJP: Trust vote

Pradesh. o,k ok
"We are mol Supportipg the
BJP governmerntf, but we are
also not going to take any move
which will strengthen the
Congress Party, because we are

fighting the Congress.” Naidu
told reporters.
On Tuesday, Vajpayee's

coalition threw its backing be-
hind GMC Balayogi of the TDP
in the vote for aker in a
move many have linked to his
party’s decision to help the BJP
in the vote of confidence,
Naidu is worried a Congress
vernment at the centre would
elp its regional arm in state

elections in Andhra Pradesh
later this year. But he

also hds fo contend with his
party’s Muslimm su rs who
would frown on any alliance
with the Hindu nationalist BJP, -

That dilemma has kept
Naidu from doing anythin
more than hint his 12 ¥¢d
lawmakers will abstain from
Vajpayee's confidence vote. He
was expected to tell them
whether to vote only at the last
moment. 4 l -

A secon onal party, t
National Cnnrjgfrl:nce. s-.':m:;Ir Fri-
day its two lawmakers would
abstain.
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