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Bntain may offer
N Ireland referendum
on its future

LONDON, Mar 28: The
British government may offer
Northern Ireland a referendum
on its future every five years as
a way of encouraging the IRA's
political wing, Sinn Fein, to
sign up to a peace deal next
month, it was reported today,
says AFP.

The proposal, which has not
yet been submitted to partici-
pants in the northern Ireland
peace talks, aims to entice re-
publicans into backing a deal
which is sure to fall far short of
their goal of a United Ireland.
the Financial Times said.

An anonymous senior
British official told the London
newspaper that he hoped the
idea would appeal to Sinn Fein,
which is trying to convince its
auﬁupnrttrs that any settlement
will be a "transitional” step on
the road to Irish unity.

As negotiators enter the fi-
nal two weeks of talks, ahead of
an April 9 deadline set by the
British and Irish governments
Britain appears to be using the
lure of future referendum to
keep the republicans on board,
the FT said.

Demographic projections
est that Cathelics, who
e up 43 per cent of the popu-

lation of the British-ruled

province, are set to close the gap
with the Protestant majority.

But David Tremb'}e, the
leader of the Ulster unionists,
the largest pro-British Protes-
tant party. described the plan as
a recipe for disaster.
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Palestinians won't accept

changes in '97 accord

RAMALLAH, West Bank,
Mar 28: The Palestinians said
they would insist on a far-
reaching Israeli troop with-
drawal in the West B , damp-
ening hopes that the latest US
peace initiative could succeed,
reporis AP.

The Palestinian Cabinet

convened Friday evening, just
before Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat met for three

hours with the chief US
Mideast mediator, Dennis Ross,

Ross is shuttling between Is-
raeli and Palestinian leaders to
win acceptance for a US pro-
Eusal for an Israeli troop pull-

ack from 13.1 per cent of the
West Bank over 12 weeks, with
each gradual withdrawal to be
met by Palestinian security ges-
tures. The American pro
has yet to be announced for-
mally, but it has been widely
reported and US officials have
not denied it.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has rejected
such a pullback. saying he
would not return more than 9
per cent of the land to the
Palestinians before beginning
talks on final borders.

Under a US-backed accord
reached a year ago, Israel had

ledged to carry out three pull-
acks by this summer. The
Palestinians took that to mean
that by the end of the with-
drawals, they would control
est Bank before

sal

talks begin on a permanent
peace agreement,

However, Netanyahu later
said he would make only one
withdrawal, and this only if the
Palestinians met a series of se-
curity demands, such as arrest-

ing and disarming Islamic
militants.
The US plan was to break the

year-long stalemate by propos-
ing a withdrawal more gener-
ous than the one offered by Is-
rael, but far less than what the
Palestinians had expected.

Ross said Friday, after meet-
ings with  Netanyahu and
Arafat, that the plan was first

ted to both sides in mid-

anuary and that the purpose of

his trip was to "finalise the
ideas.”

"Both sides, I think, will be
digesting some of what [ have
conveyed,” Ross said, adding
that he expected to hear the
leaders' final response in an-
other round of talks before re-
turning to Washington. Based
on Ross' report, US president
Bill Clinton will then decide
whether to go public with the
American initiative, a step that
would widely be seen as impos-
ingﬂll:;:'essurl.:- on Israel,

e Palestinian Cabinet de-
cided Friday that it would not
accept changes in the 1997 ac-
cord.

"We are very clear on not re-
opening discussions or renego-

tiating signed is or ac-
cepting modifications that will
violate the integrity of the
reements ... and that is rede-
ployment in three full phases,”
sald Hanan Ashrawi, minister
of higher education. The Cabi-
net also said all construction in
Jewish settlements must cease.

The Palestinians have been
careful until now not to reject
the US initiative outright, and
it was not clear whether the po-
sition stated by Ashrawi on be-
half of the Cabinet would make
it impossible for Arafat to ac-
cept the American plan as a
first step.

Earlier in the day, Ross held
talks with Netanyahu. and a
second meeting with the Israeli
leader was scheduled for Satur-
day evening.

In talks with Netanyahu,
Ross did not discuss the scope of
a withdrawal envisioned by the
United States, said the Israeli

Cabinet secretary. Danny
Naveh.

“There was no talk of num-
bers. There was no talk of per-

centages," Naveh told Israel
TV's Channel One, adding that a
13 per cent withdrawal "is to-

tally unacceptable to the gov-
ernment.” Netanyahu has said
he was ready to sweeten a pro-
posed 9 per cent pullback b

giving the Palestinians land ad-

jacent to area that are already
dulonomous.

. brought to the capital

PHNOM PENH, Mar 28:
About 1,000 people marched
Saturday to protest the planned
return of deposed Cambodian
co-premier Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, displaying a minor
but well-organised example of
the kind of political pressure
the returning leader will face,
reports AP.

Although some protestors
claimed to be worried that new
fighting would break out if Ra-
narid came back to his
homeland, the demonstration
appeared to be more of an event
staged by the government as a
warning rather than a sponta-
neous popular protest.

Many of those marching
said that they were promised,
but did not receive, money if
they participated.

After the march ended,
protestiers were offered free food
and water. Many, apparently
city of
Phnom Penh from the

rovinces, were given rides
ack north in about 40 waiting
trucks.

Ranariddh, in exile since he
was deposed by co-premier Hun
Sen in a coup d'etat last July,
plans to return Monday to begin
preparing for a general elec-
tion on July 26. e prince is
initially scheduled to stay for a
week at most.

The demonstration was
widely believed to have been
orchestrated by Hun Sen, the
country's strongman who has
sel obstacle after obstacle in the

way of
comeback.

As the son of the country's
popular

monarch, King

Ranariddh's political

constitutional
Norodom Si-

hanouk, Ranariddh is poten-
tially his only serious opponent

US‘okays drug
to prevent stroke

NEW YORK, Mar 28:

The

Food and Drug Administration

on Friday a

Myers Squibb Co. drug Prava-

grnv:d the Bristol-

chol to prevent strokes and

second heart attacks in
with normal cholestero
says AP.

levels

atients

L

The drug, already a top-sell-

ing

cholesterol-lowering medi-

cation, has been shown in a
clinical trial to help people who
have suffered a heart attack and
have normal cholesterol levels
to avoid debilitating strokes
and repeat heart attacks. As-
pirin is the only other drug ap-
proved for the prevention of

stroke.

More than 4 million people

worldwide suffer each

year

from strokes, the third-leading
cause of death and the leading

cause of disability, although

manly of them have high choles-

terol.

About two-thirds of those
who suffer strokes experience

such severe disabilities as
paralysis and loss of speech and

memory.
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e T —
Ranariddh's planned return
protested in Cambodia

in the upcoming election.

The demonstrators began
their march early Saturday at
the Hun Sen Park near the capi-
tal's ecentre and walked for
about five kilometres before
dispersing at the National As-
sembly.

Cyclo drives peddled their
three-wheeled pedicabs through
the streets, alongside women
from the countryside carrying
young children on their hips.
disabled soldiers. and labour-
ers. Traffic on the capital's
main thoroughfares was
clogged for almost two hours.

Some of the protesters car-
ried signs with slogans such as
"Will Ranariddh bring Khmer
Rouge hard-liners when he
comes to Phnom Penh?" and
"Will he bring weapons?"

The signs referred to charges
against Ranariddh which allege
that before being deposed, he
conspired with Khmer Rouge
guerillas to stage his own
takeover and smuggle heavy
weapons into the country.

Despite his denials and
scant credible evidence, he was
convicted in absentia of both
charge in show trials staged by
Hun Sen-controlled courts.

"We don't like Ranariddh be-
cause he will bring war and

weapons again,” said Khan
Sarom. who criticised the
prince over a bullhorn as he
walked alongside the
protesters. "Not only the leaders
in this demonstration, but ev-

Kosovo crisis

'No headway in talks with
Milosevic : OSCE chairman

BELGRADE, Mar -28: The
current chairman of the OSCE.
Bronislaw Geremek admitted
late Friday that he had made no
headway in talks with Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic
on proposals to easeé tension in
Serbia's  violence-wracked
Kosovo province, reports AFP.

Geremek said he had won no
concessions from Milosevic or
from Yugoslav Foreign Minis-
ter Zivadin Jovanovie whom he
met earlier.

Geremek, who is also Polish
Foreign Minister, conceded that
he was leaving Belgrade empty-
handed. :

He said there had been no
change in the position of Yu-

goslavia, (Serbia and Montene-
gro) with regard to Kosovo.
Geremek came to Belgrade to
try to prepare a round table
with the Yugoslav authorities
and the Albanian leadership in
Kosovo, he earlier said” Mtose:
vi¢ . had. given "p{ﬁiim;nq;y
agreement” to the initiative.
However Milosevic reiter-

ated Friday Belgrade's long-
held view that Kosovo was an
internal affair to Serbia, in a
statement to Tanjug news
agency Friday, Milosevic said:
“We cannot accept a foreign en-
voy for internal matters, which
is what Kosovo is."”

Geremek had also suggested
that former Spanish Prime

Minister Felipe Gonzalez might
undertake a mission to Yu-

] Fosla'.rla on behalf of the OSCE

Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Euruf)e].

The mission would have the
support of the contact group for
the former Yugoslavia: United
States, Russia, Britain, Ger-
many, France and Italy and by
the European Union.

But there again, Geremek se-
cured no agreement from Milo-
SCViC.

The OSCE leader called too
for OSCE permanent missions
in three regions of Yugoslavia

. with significant ethnic minor}-

ties to be reopened, namely ih
Kosovo,

Arkansas governor.

Monday after they
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Clinton mourns Arkansas

the wake of a schoolyard shooting that killed four students and
a teacher in his home state of Arkansas, President Bill Clinton
urged the country Saturday to "come together for the sake of our
children,” AP says from Washington.

Clinton sent condolences to the families and friends of the
victims i1 his weekly radio address, taped as he visited South
Africa. Two boys — l1-and 13-year-ol
tims — were arrested in the shootifgs Wednesday at West Side
Middle School in Jonesboro, Arkansas. "We do not understand
what drives children, whether in small towns or big cities, to
pick up guns and take the lives of others. We may never make
sense of the senseless, but we have to try,” said Clinton, a former

Colombian rebels free ho

Some of the hostages plucked by Marxist rebels from a hi
outside Bogota were released on Friday, ending their five-day
ordeal, but four Americans and an Italian were not among those
freed, authorities said. Reuter Reports from Bogota.

The army said that at least 30 civilians were carried off by
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) rebels on
blockaded a stretch of major highway
I southeast of the capital for seven hours, '

UNSC votes for 1st mission m Africa:

e Hi

classmates of the vic-

€es.

way

The UN Security Council on Friday voted unanimously for the
first peacekeeping mission in Africa in five years, by sending up
to 1.350 UN troops to Central African Republic. AFP says {rom

United Nations.

The UN troops are to replace an all-African peacekeeping

force dep

loyed alongside French troops amid efforts to ensure

stability ahead of planned elections in the impoverished
central African country in line with peace accords. France had
bankrolled the African force which quelled a series of army
mutinies over the payment of wage arrears in the past two
yEars.

Mandela tells Clinton

Set example, make peace
with Cuba, Libya

CAPE TOWN, Mar 28: Nelson
Mandela lectured US President
Bill Clinton to "set an example
to all of us” and make peace
wilth adversaries in Iran, Libya
and Cuba. Then he took Clinton
to the desolate island where he
was jailed for 18 years in his
struggle against apartheid, re-
ports AP.

"This was my home,” the 79-
year-old Mandela said Friday,
showing Clinton the bleak cell
with only a bucket for a toilet.
Grip[i:in the window bars, Clin-
ton looked out on the high-
walled courtyard where Man-
dela once tended a garden and
hid the handwritlen notes that
became his autobiography.

Clinton said it was amazing
that Mandela emerged "without
having his heart turned to
stone. without giving up his
dream for South Africa.”

Amid the celebration of
Clinton's visit as the first US
president in South Africa. there
were jarring policy differences.

! But Clinton. in a reversal after

talking with Mandela about

Nigeria, seemed to drop US in- ~

sistence that Nigeria's repres-
sive ruler. Gen Sani Abacha.
completely relinquish power.

Even while they disagreed on
some topics, Clinton and Man-
dela warmly embraced each
other as friends. Trying to
steady the frail Mandela down
the steps, it was Clinton who
stumbled. Clinton smiled
throughout a joint a news con-
ference despite Mandela's ad-
monitions.

The two leaders discussed
their policies toward Iran,
Libya and Cuba but did not
agree, US officials said. Urging
Clinton to take the first steps
toward reconciliation, Mandela
made the point that he has for-
given the former South African
government that "Slaughtered
our people. massacred them
like (lies.”

“The United Stales. as the

willlul leader of the world,
should set an example to all of
us.” Mandela said.
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IS Dresident. Bill

Clinton; left. looks ox While: South African. P

resident Nelson Mandela

delivers a statement during-a joint press conference outside Tuynhuis residence at parlia-

ment in;Ca

gaume park in Botswand and Senegal. |

Town Friday: Clinton on a six-nation African tour, is scheduled to visit a |
— AP/UNB photo

Vinod Khanna
confident of long
innings in politics

NEW DELHI, Mar 28: Cines-
tar-turned-politician Vinod
Khanna is confident of a long
innings in politics unlike his
other superstar colleagues, re-
ports PTI

The newly elected BJP MP
from Gurdaspur in Punjab told

a private TV channel that to en-

sure the longevity of his politi-
in his
constituency to solve the prob-

cal career, he will sta

lems of the people efficiently.

Asked why he joined the BJP

after working and campaignin
for the Congress. Khanna sai
the people (%ave 45 years to
Congress an
be given to some other party.

e said the BJP, wi

able to achieve what
Congress could not in the past.

One need not have political
experience to become a politi-

one chance has to

its host
of experienced leaders, would be
the
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Arrest of illegal immigrants
continues in US

PHOENIX, Mar 28: The US
Border Patrol calls them OTMs
"other than Mexicans” and re-
ports a resurgence in arrests of
illegal immigrants from such
far-flung countries as China,
India and El Salvador, reports
AP

"We're already arrested 161
OTMs this month,"” Border Pa-
trol spokesman Rob Daniels
said Friday. "This tends to be a
trend and it appears the num-
bers are starting to pick up.’

The patrol's Tucson-based
sector is the busiest for illegal
crossings, averaging more than
950 arrests daily.

Illegals from Mexico com-
prise 99 per cent of the sector's
apprehensions, but Daniels
sald 540 immigrants f[rom
other countries have been taken
into custody since October.

If that rate continues

| through the end of the fiscal

year on-June 30, the arrest total
would approach 1,300.

That compares 1o 820 OTMs
and 925 the previous two years.

Why the recent upswing? It
may be tied in to ihe record
amount of drugs being conlfis-
cated at the border these days.

"We've seized 21,200 pounds
(9.600 kilos) of marijuana so
far this month with a few days
to go, compared to 9,000 pounds
14,100 kilos) in March of last

year,” Daniels said.

As an example of the diver-
sity. border agents stopped a
truck Monday near Casa
Grande and found 55 illegal
immigrants inside — 25 from
Mexico, 22 from El Salvador,
five from Guatemala. two from
India and one from Costa Rica.

Daniels said some Chinese
immigrants picked up this year
told of paying up to dirs 36,00C
to be smuggled into the United
States.

Many go through travel
agents, booking trips to Mexico
or other countries in South and
Central America with loose
visa requirements and then
using "coyotes” to smuggle them
into Arizona on their way to
other cities, according to
Daniels.

In all, immigrants from 19
countries have been detained
after crossing the Arizona bor-
der this fiscal year, including
212 Salvadorans, 142 from
Guatemala, 79 from China, 60
from Honduras and 12 from
Bulgaria.

In fiscal 1997, 25 immi-
grants from India were de-
tained. Others caught in lesser
numbers included immigrants
from the Netherlands. Poland,
Romania, Sweden, Russia, the
United Kingdom, Iran, Iraq. Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Pakistan. -

Hillary — Clinton's key adviser|

in Lewensky controversy

WASHINGTON, Mar 28 Far
[rom shrinking from the alle-
gations of sexual misconduct
against President Bill Clinton,
Hillary Rodham Clinton is a
driving force behind her hus-
band's political and legal strat-
egy. The precise nature of that
role has become a critical point

for lawyers wrangling over ex-
ecutive privilege, reports AP.

Clinton's attorneys have ar-
gued that strategic conversa-
tions .:_lrru:rru__irJ presidential ad-
visers can be withheld from
prosecutor Kenneth Starr's
grand jury — and that Hillary is
one such adviser.

“She’s the President’s best
friend and her opinion matters
more than anybody else,” said
Democratic consultant James
Carville, who worked closely
with Hillary's on the 1992 cam-

aign. " I don’'t know for a fact,

ut I would be awfully surprised
if she wasn't "a key adviser in
the Monica Lewinsky case.

[t may seem odd that Hillary
would not flinch from advising
her husband on matters that
stem [rom alleged infidelities,
but it is a role she is familiar
with.

Six years ago, when Gennifer
Flowers claimed a long-term af-

lair with Clinton while he was
governour, Hillary helped calm
the uproar by publicly declaring
their marriage sound. She said
she was not just "sitting here
like some little woman stand-
ing by my man.”

Similarly, on the January
morning when the Lewinsky
story broke, Hillary appeared
unshaken and moved quickly
to shore up support; She picked
up the telephone and began di-
aling her network of friends.

Presidential aides, speaking
only on condition of
anonymity, say there is plenty
of anecdotal evidence to support
the assumption that Hillary is a
party to the executive privilege
maneuvering:— Hillary
ferred with senior presidential
advisers, including communi-
cations director Sidney Blu-
menthal, to shape her com-
ments on NBC television. Her
talk about a “vast right-wing
conspiracy,” a phrase she didn't
clear with advisers beforehand,

helped turn attention f[rom
Clinton’s conduct to Starr's in-
quiry.

She led a chours of internal
criticisin about Clinton's first
denial. telling aides his state-
ment was “too vacillating.”

corn- .

Days later, the president stood
before TV cameras and firmly
said he never had sexual rela-
tions with "that woman.”

Hillary urged her husband
not to mention the Lewinsky
inquiry in the State ol the
Union address. "It will just
muddle up”, the speech she told
one adviser. Nobody mentioned
the subject again.

— Hillary fought to release
Kathleen Willey's letters to the
media. Many aides opposed the
idea, either out of fear that it
would backfire or out of a desire
to Keep the notes as an ace in
the hole for when the contro-
versy worsened. Hillary didn't
think it could get any worse,
with Willey about to appear on
CBS TV to accuse the president
of making a sexual advance.

An aide close to Hillary, also
speaking on condition of
anonymity. said the first lady
didn't prevail at first but then
"worked through back channels
to get word out to the press that
there were Willey letters.” That
left the White House with no
other choice: Clinton lawyers
released the letters a day after
Willey's interview, a move that
released the letters a day after
Willey's interview, '

cian, he said adding the needs of
the nation are clear and we

have come here to achieve these |

quickly, according to a press re
lease from Media Pvt Ltd.
Asked about his roles as ac-
tor, Sanyasi, father and MP,
Khanna said one should work
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin, left, shakes hﬂnﬂﬁ with Yakov Urinson during a meeting
in Kremlin, Friday. Urinson served as economic minister in the previous government which
Yeltsin ousted on Monday. It remains unclear what ministers who served in the govern-

at each of his roles wholeheart-
edly and "I have done so0."

ment will be offered job in the new cabinet. The other persons are unidentified.
— AP/UNB photo

 Yeltsin's unexpected shake-up

still a mystery to most Russians

MOSCOW, Mar 28: President
Boris Yeltsin has had a busy
week, firing his Cabinet and
picking an obscure official to
run the government. Now,
somebody is going to have to
pick up the pieces, reports AP.

To most Russians, the rea-
sons for Yeltsin's unexpected
shake-up are a mystery. Many
wonder if the president knew
what he was doing.

Equally uncertain is what
difference these changes will
make, if any.

Yeltsin says he dismissed
Prime Minister Viktor Cher-
nomyrdin and his Cabinet be-
cause reforms intended to
transform Russia into a market
economy are in trouble. Democ-
racy is in danger, Yeltsin said,
because most Russians are
worse off now, despite years of
reform.

Yeltsin said his choice for
prime minister, Sergei
Kiriyenko, would get the stalled
reforms going again. But few
others think Kiriyenko, 35, an

ex-oil minister with just seven
months experience in govern-
ment, will succeed where so
many have failed.

In many ways. Russia is a
mess. While the government re-

ported economic growth last
year for the first time this
decade, most people struggle to
make a living. Millions ol
workers and pensioners go
months without being paid, the
health and education systems
are collapsing and life ex-
pectancies are falling.

The reformers say Russia's
problems are the legacy of
decades of Soviet economic
mismanagement that will take
years to repair. However, the
still-powerful Communist op-
position says the free-market
system is the problem and

wants (o revive the Soviet
Union.
Yet, Yeltsin's latest move

may leave Russia with a gov-
ernment that continue to
stumble along. much as before.
The government has long
been seen as incompelent and
corrupt by liberal and Commu-

nist critics. And a string of top

reformers, all with more im-
pressive credentials than
Kirivenko, have been axed b
Yeltsin for failing to get quic
results.,

Yeltsin backs reform, but
doesn’t appear to know how to
achieve it, at least quickly. All
too olien he seems to think ev-
erything can be fixed with a

snap ot his presidential fingers
— such as naming a new pre-
mier.

Yeltsin has concentrated the
jovernment’'s power in his own
1ands, but shows little appetite
for running it. He also quickly
gels rid of any official who ac-

uires power or prominence, re-
using to tolerate rivals,

If the Communist-domi-
nated Duma, the lower house of
parliament, rejects Kiriyenko,
Yeltsin has warned he will call
new parliamentary elections.
That could further impede re-

form and throw Russia into po-
litical confusion that would run
much deeper than this week's
shake-up.

Yeltsin said he acled to en-
sure that democrats win the
presidential election in 2000.
Many Russians suspect Yeltsin
wants a third term, despite his
weak health and a constitution
that bars him from doing so.

Some observers suggest he
selected Kiriyenko because the
nominee is one of the weakest

figures in the establishment

and could never be a threat. Or
perhaps he just wanted a new
and untarnished face.
Kirivenko faces an enor-
mous task if he is approved.

-

BJP stages
"dummy run’

NEW DELHI, Mar 28: India's
New Hindu nationalist coali-
tion government, facing a
touch-and-go confidence mo-
tion here today, planned to
stage a "dummy run” in the
morning to take sure its mem-
bers did not blunder during the
real vote, a newspaper reported,
says AFP.

The Asian Age said the mock
vote was planned to make new
members of parliament confi-
dent of the ballot procedure.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vaji:a}ree's 17-party coalition,
while just short of a parliamen-
tary majority, is expected to
scrape through the motion be-
cause of abstentions.

It was sworn in last week fol-
lowing February-March elec-
tions.

India has had five govern-
ment in the past two years. The
previous Hindu nationalist
administration, in 1996, lasted
just 13 days.

The newspaper, quoting
coalition sources, said the
practice session was "thought

necessary .... because a sizeable
chunk of its members are first
timers in the Lok Sabha (lower
house)."

Inspectors to go

north for palace

searches in two
Iragi towns

BAGHDAD, Mar 28: UN arms
experts and diplomats were
travelling Saturday to northern
Iraqg to inspect two more palace
compounds of President Sad-
dam Hussein in their search for
weapons of mass destruction,
reports AP

Antonio Montiro, the
spokesman of the corps of
diplomats, confirmed that they
are going to north for an ex-
tended period but refused to give
details. Other diplomats, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
sald they will be away for three
days in the towns of Tikrit and
Mosul.

As is the routine, the 20
diplomats plus their leader,
Jayantha Bhanapala of Sri
Lanka, drove from their down-
town hotel to the UN headquar-
ters to team up with the arms
experts. The larger group later
headed out in a convoy of about
20 vehicles escorted by the
Iraqgis to the north.

Iran rejects any

reconciliation
with US

- TEHRAN. Mar 28: The head
of the Iranian judicial system,
Avatollah ‘Mohammad Yazdi

'Tejected any reconciliation be-:

tween his country and the
United States on Friday, a day
alter Washington called for di-
rect talks wit
AFP.

‘A rapprochement with op-
pression (the United States) is
impossible,” Yazdi said as he
led weekly Friday prayers be-
fore several thousand Shiite
Muslim faithful at Tehran Uni-
versity.

‘Oppression is hostile to Is-
lam as political power and what

happened in Algeria and
Turkey proves it.

Tehran, reports

"In Algeria, oppression has
done everything possible to
prevent [slam from taking
power,” he added.

- Yazdi also criticised Turkey
for distancing itself "from the
obvious principles of Islam”
and prohibiting women [rom
wearing the Islamic veil.

"If Turkey had really been
independent, it would not have
favoured Israel first with mili-
tary cooperation and then with
cconomic ties,” he said.

The Iranian judicial leader's
criticism of the United States,
which Iranian leaders refer to
as "oppression,” came one day
after Washington repeated a
call for a direct dialogue with
Tehran. _

US State Department
spokesman James Rubin said
Thursday that direct dialogue
would be the way to solve the
political problems dividing
Tehran and Washington.

57 civihans
massacred

in Algeria

ALGIERS. Mar 28: Fifty-
seven civilians were massacred
overnight in unrest in Algeria
in which nine suspected Islamic
extremists and a security offi-
cer were also killed, a security
services said Friday, reports
AFP.

The civilian lives were
claimed in three different
clashes representing the heavi-
est bloodshed since the series of
massacres that bloodied the
fasting month of Ramadan,
mainly in January.

Forty-six people were killed
overnight in the town of
Bouirat Lahdab, in the Djelfa
region some 250 kilomeires
(150 miles) south of Algiers, and
another 11 were killed in Youb,
in the Saida region. 350 kilo-
metres southeast of the capital.

Elsewhere. the security ser-
vices said in a communique,
nine armed Islamic extremists
were killed Thursday, six in
Mascara, just north of Saida,
one in the northeastern city of
Constantine and two in
Birkhadem. an Algiers suburb.

A member of the security
forces was killed in the opera-
lion in Birkhadem.

The securily services said an
mvestigation was underway
into the new killings. which
broke a period of relative calm
since Ramadan in January,
when more than 1,000 people
were massacred.



