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President Shahabuddin Ahmed and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stand in solemn
silence after placing wreaths at the Jatiya Smritisoudha at Savar on the Independence
Day. : | — Star photo
[ (_iur_ iﬁ;akly, _ﬁiture | 11
Do ekl mreacurel|  Muktijoddha Mela opens
not be published today|| - ® ¢
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- 4persons of fake | dreams of FF's: PM

~manpower
*. . recruiting -
agency held
By Staff Correspondent

Four persons of a fake man-
power recruiting agency were
arrested from the city's Mal-
ibagh area yesterday moming
on charge of forgery, police
said. - i

Ramna police arrested Go-
lam Haider, owner of the fake
agency. Siddiqur Rahman, its
empl and two other persons
Delwar Hossain and Babul
Mia — from its so-called office.

They were arrested when
some young people who had”’
gathered at the office of the
B.chcy to face a 'viva' test com-
plained about its genuineness,
About 200 youths had gathered
there for the so-called viva. The
agency earlier took Tk 200 from
each of the candidates, police
said.

The candidates became sus-
picious and observing the
mis ement in the process
of condu the viva.

Police then intervened and
asked for c{]fapers but the agency
men failed to produce any doc-
ument to gmve its genuineness, .
police said.

—

| independence

. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged all pro-
orces to join
hands to implement the o

reports UNB.

"Let us not forget the dreams
of our freedom ters who laid
down their lives to liberate the
country,” she said inaugurating
the 'Muktijoddha Mela' (Fair on
Liberation War) on Shishu
Academy premises.

The fair, first of its kind in
the capital, is designed to let the
people know about the true his-
tory of the liberation war.

Making a caution against
evil designs of anti-liberation
elements, Hasina said: "We

15 teachers
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steps to set up the inde-
pendent institute of Architec-
:;]leral Studies as soon as possi-
i

They "appreciated” the ini-
tiative of the PM in solving the
problem.

When contacted over tele-
I:)hunc last night, Vice-Chancel-
or of BUET Prof Igbal Mah-
mud, however, expressed his ig-
norance about the withdrawal

of resignation.

ec- .
| tives of the 1971 liberation H{ar

should also not forget that our
enemies are not weak as they
were in power for long time.
They will be active to destroy
the spirit of the liberation war."

"If we are united and work
for causes of the general le
we will be able to fulfill tﬂe
dreams of the freedom fighters,”
she said.

The Prime Minister said:
"The people have given us an
opportunit
dreams of freedom fighters and
their aspirations. We will have
to fulfill that.”

Hasina urged all to join the
nation-building effort of the
present government.

The Prime Minister said:
"We will be a successful nation
only if we could drive away
poverty and hun from the
country.” She said her govern-
ment was working hard to
achieve the target.

She hoped that the fair
would help the countrymen to
know the true history.

Presided over by Professor
Kabir Chowdhury. the opening
function of the week-long fair
was addressed by Air Vice Mar-
shall (retd) A K Khondhoker,
Shamoly Nasreen Chowdhury,
a member of the Mela Udjapan

Committee, read out the decla-
ration of the fair.

to materialise the |

. seaports and at

From Page 1 | ]
cultural, political and profes-
sional organisations also cele-

brated the day through elabo-
rate programmes.

National dailies brought out
special supplements and
Bangladesh Television and
B adesh Betar aired special
programmes highlighting the
significance of the day.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Begum Shahabud-
din hosted a reception at
Bangabhaban in the afternoon.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Chief Justice ATM Afzal, for-
mer presidents Mohammadul-
lah and Justice AFM Ahsanud-
din Chowdhury attended the re-
ception.

Ministers, MPs, judges, po-
litical leaders, diplomats. vice-
chancellors of universities and
noted educationists, editors of
national dailies and news
agencies, chiefs of the three ser-
vices, senior officials, freedom
fighters, senior journalists,
senior lawyers, leaders of the
business community, and elite
of the city also attended the re-
ception.

After offering wreaths at the
National Memorial, Prime
Minister Sheikh Has drove

n at
ths
dhu

to Bangabandhu Bh
Dhanmondi and placed
at the portrait o
Sheikh Mujibur Rah

Later, the Prime ister
also attended a grand children's
rally at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium. She was re-
ceived there by Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam. Children from
different educational institu-
tions and children's organisa-
tions presented a parade and at-
tractive displays.
aﬂSpcciad ets w:ndr: a]::ﬂ'cmd at
jails, orphanages ospitals.

Special prayers were u%cmd
in mosques and other of
worship seeking divine bless-
ings for continuous peace and
prosperity of the country.

Army, Navy, Air Force, BDR,
Police and Ansar-VDP pla
bands at different points in the
city. Ships of B adesh Navy
remained open for visit B{y peo-
ple at Chittagong and Mongla
IWTC termi-
nals at Sadarghat, Narayan-
ganj, Barisal and Khulna.

the city, Bangla Academy,
Shishu Academy, Islamic
Foundation. National Museum
and some other organisations
organised scrarat: programine

e day s

rui:rendgnctﬂay
was also observed in
a befitting manner in divi-

sional headquarters and dis-
trict towns through various
programmes organised by the
government and socio-cultural
organisations, reports reaching
here said.

Dilferent political parties
including Awami League, BNP
and Jatiya Party also organised
separate programmes.

Diplomatic missions abroad
also observed the day through

| Indepéndence Day

vairgluuu programmes, reports
said.

Leaders and workers of AL
arlanded the portrait of
angabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban.

BNF brought out a colourful
procession from Ramna Park
area in the city in the after-
noon. BNP also held a cultural
function.

Political parties which
B}aced wreaths at the National

emorial included Jatiya
Party, Workers' Party, Com-
munist Party, BSD, JSD, Gona
Azadi League, Sramik Krishak
Samajbadi Dal, Ganotantree
Party and NAP.
uktijoddha Sangsad, Ja-
tiya Samannoy Committee,
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity (DRU),
Overseas Correspondents Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh (OCAB).
Projonmo-71, Bangabandhu
Jubo Parishad, Khelaghar, GSS,
DUTA, DESA, BUET, student
bodies, cultural organisations
and various other professional
bodies also placed wreaths at
National Memorial.

ADP money
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for the president, the Prime
Minister and the Speaker, they
pointed out.

“The Deputy Speaker's status
is the same as that of a cabinet
minister, so his two-storied res-
idence would be built on an area
of 1.7 acres. This is the maxi-
mum official land allocation in
::Ihj? category.” said a PWD offi-

al.

At present the Speaker re-
sides in his own house and
while the Deputy Speaker in an
official residence in the localit
where ministers have their of-
ficial residences.

The under-construction res-
idences are likely to be com-
pleted by December this year.

Some PWD sources referred
to the original design of the
Sangsad Bhaban complex by
renowned architect Louis Kahn
in 1963 and claimed that in the
original plan. there were provi-
sions for both these structures.

i original plan, a pres-
Idtnua.l:):alacc. minjﬁters'Ft"rsi—
dences and many other compo-
nents should be built.” said one
SOource,

He alleged that 85 acres of
Sangsad Bhaban land on the
northern side of the Interna-
tional Trade Fair venue was il-
legally occupied by the Agricul-
ture Institute (Al).

‘In_1963, while acquiring
land for the Sangsad Bhaban
complex, the government had
given the institute a massive
chunk of land in Gazipur as

compensation for this land.” he |

said. But despite several minis-
terial orders in the past. the in-
stitute did not move out.

He said that the institute j

needed large chunk of arable
land for agricultural research
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BNP Chairperson and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Begum aleda Zia placing

o L

wreaths at the Jatiya Smritisoudha at Savar on the Independence Day.
— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

_Prepare for long march

towards CHT: Khaleda

NETRAKONA. Mar 27: Lea-
der of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia today ren her
call for allout preparation for
the planned long march to-
wards CHT to save the country’'s
territorial integrity, reports
UNB.

The BNP Chairperson ac-
cused the rnment of hand-
ing over the CHT to India-
backed Shantibahini through a
conspiracy.

'lglt zhcdult of the long
march to Chittagong Hill Tracts
will be announced after Eid-ul
Azha." she told a big public
meeting at the local Mok-
tarpara ground.

The opposition leader said
this “"worthless government”
has also been creating artificial
power crisis with the aim to buy
power from India.

Begum Zia alleged that the
government is conspiring to
close down mills and faclories
by creating crisis of power, wa-
ter and-gas to create a market
for Indian goods.

"This government has not
set up any new industry, it is
rather closing down hundreds
of mills and factories.”

“Duriq'ﬁ our time, we gave
loans of Tk 400 to 500 crore to
save the leather sector and let it
flourish. But the present gov-
ernment has given only Tk 29
crore,” she said.

Begum Zia said Bangladeshi
leather is being smuggled to In-
dia which is earning huge for-

eign currency by exporting the
same to other countries.

She said fisheries sector has
been destroyed to import fish
from India. -

Referring to price hike of es-
sentials, she said the price of
rice has gone beyond the buying
capacity of the common ple
and it is being sold at Tk 16-18.

35 shops gutted
at Nilkhet

book market

By Staff Correspondent

A fire that broke out at
Nilkhet book market in the cit
on Wednesday night gutte
about 35 shops.

An electrical short circuit
sparked off the blaze at about
11:30 pm, fire brigade sources
said.

It took about one and a half
hours for the firemen to extin-
guish the blaze. However, no ca-
sualty was reported.

Meanwhile, another fire
broke out in a noodles factory
in the city’s Mirpur area yester-
day morning.

The fire originated from the
flame of a gas stove in drying
room of the factory at about
8:30 am. The blaze, however,
could not spread to other rooms
of the factory as the firefighters
brought the fire under control
in 20 minutes. '

BJP faces vote of
confidence today

NEW DELHI, Mar 27: India's
new parliament was adjourned
amid uproar today as opposi-
tion parties accused the Hindu
nationalist's fragile coalition
of offering bribes to try to win
an upcoming confidence vote,
reports AFP.

—_— See also page 8 —

Opposition members alleged
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), which heads the
dozen-party coalition, had tried
to bribe minbr parties to secure
a majority before the Friday-
Saturday motion.

When the Speaker inter-
vened a full row blew up, lead-
ing to the adjournment.

Vdjpayee today sought a vote
of confidence in his govern-
ment in the Lok Sabha as di-
rected by President K R
Narayanan and made a strong
a for consensus to end po-
litical instability.

Voting on the motion is
slated for tomorrow after two
days of discussion.

Girl raped
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sion Act the same day accusing
three persons.

Lalbagh police took the girl
under their custody on Thurs-
day but none was arrested in
connection with the case till
last night. ;

The girl's statement was
recorded before a metropolitan
maﬁistrale yesterday. Police are
likely to send her for medical
test today.
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