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Friendly ties

with Dhaka

to continue:
Vajpayee

NEW DELHI, Mar 25: The
new Indian Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee has said
thai his government is commit-
ted to sustaining a stable
friendly and cooperative rela-
tiunstllaigswith Bangladeshn, re-
ports .

Replying to a message of fe-

licitations earlier sent by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Vajpayee said, "l am grateful for
the warm nal sentiments
which you have conveyed, and
am happy to note, in turn, the
deep. and friendly sentiment
your name evokes in my coun-

try.

See Page 12 Col 6

NOTICE

The rape of six-year-old
- Tania has left us speechless
with horror. The number of
rapes have reached frighten-
ing heights — 23 incidences
in the first two weeks of
March. It is as if rapists have
gone on a rampage sparing
. no one, not even little chil-
dren. So what is happening
to our country? Is our sys-
tem to blame?

Thursday March 26
being a public holiday,
there will be no Star
Weekend Magazine on
Friday. It will come out on

Saturday March 28.
Inconvenience to our read-
ers is regretted.

Holiday
The offices of The Baily Star
will remain closed today on
the occasion of Independence
| and National Day.
Therefore, there will be
no issue of the newspaper

Inside Today
Article
Independence

Dhaka is undertaking exten-
sive preparations for organis-
ir}g the single biggest gathering
ol international leaders in
November when it hosts the
stt].l_%mﬂt of the newly launched
'‘D-8' uping.

Fr%ﬁdcnts or Prime Minis-
ters of t, Iran, Indonesia,
Pakistan, Malaysia. Nigeria,
Turkey and Bangladesh will
meet here on a common plat-
form to unveil the future course
of action of the 'Developing
Eight' or D-8 which was
launched in Istanbul in June

| last.

The foreign ministers of the

Dhaka to host D-8
summit in Nov

By M Anwarul Hagq

D-8 member states will also
hold a conference in Dhaka,
ahead of the summit.

Diplomatic observers feel
that The Dhaka Summit of the
D-8 will harness the real poten-
tial of the new economic al-
liance and set it rolling in a fo-
cused direction.

The D-8 comprises eight OIC
countries having a combined
])npulauun of nearly 800 mil-
ion and commanding nearly 9
per cent of the global GDP.

The D-8 was launched as a
global effort to forge closer ties
for creating bigger markets for
the common economic benefit
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of its peoples and to emphasise
ten 'thrust areas' of coopera-
tion.

The D-8 states will cooperate
in the fields of trade, industry.
communication and informa-
tion, finance, banking and pri-
vatisation, rural development,
science and technology, poverty
alleviation and human re-
sources development, agricul-
ture, energy, environment,
health. tourism and sports and
culture,

Invitation letters from
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to the heads of government for

See Page 12 Col 7

0-year-old rape

recorded

By Staff Correspondent

The Elx-gear-uld rape victim
and her father's se te state-
ments were recorded before a
metropolitan magistrate yes-
terday.

CID investigators produced
the girl, Maria (not her real
name), and her father before the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's (CMM) court in the after-
noon. The filing of statements
ended at about 9:30 pm, sources
concerned said.

Maria was raped near a po-
lice control room at the first
floor of the CMM's court build-
ing on March 10. Obayedul
Matbar, the lone accused in the
rape, has already recorded a
confessional statement in this

regard.

victimS statement

Tk 5 cr minimum funds for
setting up pvt university

Parliament yesterday passed
a bill raisin% the minimum re-
quired fund for setting up a pri-
vate university from ‘one
crore to Tk five crore, reports
UNB.

Education Minister ASHK
Sadeq piloted the Private Uni-
versity (Amendment) Bill
which was adopted by voice vote
with minor amendments,

Winding up discussion on
the Bill, the Minister said the
re'|I)ort on new education policy
will be placed parliament
shortly.

The committee has already
submitted its report to the gov-
ermment. After revision, the re-
port will be placed in parlia-
ment for discussion to adopt a
new education policy, Sadeq
said.

He told the House that 12
new universities will be set up

in the country shortly.

Referring to BNP's eriticism
about the campus situation,
Sadeci] said terrorism in educa-
tional institutions was a regu-
lar phenomenon during the
five-year rule of BNP.

The Education Minister sug-
gested a full-dress discussion in
parliament over the education
system.

A total of 23 MPs took part
in the discussion.

Criticising the provision for
having a fund of Taka five crore
for setting up a private univer-
sity, the BNP members said this
will commercialise the educa-
tion system.

They suggested that the fund
be of Tk one crore as before.

Some BNP members said the

rovision for huge fund will
rustrate the genuine people in
setting up private university.

+ "Cracks that occurred in the
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
does not any danger to the
durability of the bridge struc-
ture. All major bridges invalv-
ing such a superstructure in the
world have cracks.” said the
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
(JMB) Pm{ecl Engineer RGR
Tappin yes erd:ﬂ.

€ was speaking at an open
dialogue on the construction of
the bridge and the problem of
cracks developing in it.

While aining apprehen-
sions about the 'cracks' in the
JMB structure, he said, "All
concrete cracks under struc-

tural load. So, it is yery natural

'Cracks won't pose danger
to JMB's durability’

By Staff Correspondent
that structures in some parts of
the 900 million US dollar
bridge will rience some de-
gree of cracks. JMB is a first-
class quality superstructure in-
volving re-enforced and pre-
stressed concrete.”

About 50 participants com-
prising mostly of former engi-
neers irom various government
departments, journalists and
experts in bridge construction
took part in the dialogue held at
the auditorium of Bangladesh
Institute of Administration and
Management (BIAM). There
were several queries from the
floor about the cracks.

Asked what measures have

been taken to fix the cracks, the
Chairman of the Panel of JMB
'ris. Prof BC Gerwick said,

e level of cracking detected
in the bridge is less than nor-
mally experienced on similar
constructions elsewhere in the
world. The cracks are covered
in the specifications of the de-
sign codes."

He further said. "the cause of
the cracking has been identi-
fled, understood and dealt with.
The Korean contractor has
sealed the cracks using ‘'super
glue’ or better known as injec-
tion of epoxv resin which re-
stores durability of the con-

See Page 12 Col 6

Independence
Award 98

The government has decided
to confer Independence Award,
1998 on 10 eminent personali-
ties in recognition of their out-
standing contributions to dif-
ferent arena of national life,
reports UNB.

Late Sheikh Fazilatun Nesa,
late Scred Nazrul Islam, late
Tajuddin Ahmed, late captain
M Mansur Ali. late AHM Quam-
ruzzaman, late Abdur Rab Ser-
niabat and late Sheikh Fazlul
Huq Moni were awarded for
their great contribution to in-
dependence and liberation war.

The other recipients are: Dr
A M Chowdhury (Science and
technology), late Shahidullah
Kaiser (Literature) and late
Sheikh Kamal (Sports and
games).

Each recipient will receive a
gold medal, cash Tk 25.000 and
a citation, an official an-
nouncement said yesterday.

Sajeda accuses
Obaid of making

‘untrue’ statement

By Staff Correspondent
Environment and Forest
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-

hury and front ranking BNP
lawmaker KM Obaidur Rahman

| had a war of words in the Jatiya

Sangsad yesterday over 'unau-
thorised extraction of timber"
from the Sundarbans.

Making a statement in the
House, the Minister said the
BNP lawmaker's allegation that
she had permitted unauthorised
extraction of 50.000 maunds of
timber [rom the Sundarbans to
one Walliur Rahman was 'un-
true' and made with the "motive
of undermining the govern-
ment”.

She claimed that on receipt
of an application from some
one named Waliur Rahman
through an Opposition MP, she
referred it to the Chief Conser-
valor of Forest [CCF) without
naking any recommendation.

See Page 12 Col 2
7-party grand
rally after Eid

A meeting of the BNP-led
seven-party alliance yesterday
decided to hold grand rally after
the Eid-ul-Azha, instead of
April 1. reports UNB.

The meeting. held at the 29

-+-Minte-Road | residence -of

the Lehder of the Opposition,
was presided over BNP
standing committee member
Abdus Salam Talukder.

It was attended by M Sham-
sul Islam and Anwar Zahid of
BNP. Kamaruzzaman and ATM
Azharul Islam of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami. Oli Ahad and Saifuddin
Moni of Democratic League,
Mainuddin Bhuiyan, Shamim
Al Mamun and Shah Shahid
Sarwar of Jatiya Party, Dr AKA
Aziz, Anisur Rahman and
Sarder Shahjahan of JAGPA,
Sheikh Shawkat Hossain Nilu
and ABM Golam Maola Chowd-
hury of PNP and Nurul Huq Ma-
{Emder. Abdul Mobin and Alhaj

ali Ullah of NDA.
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, &
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, &
" MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE #*
OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON I/A, DHAKA.
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Remain alert against
conspirators: PM

_Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the na-
tion wWill have to friove ahead
towards prosperity by concen-

trating all its efforts on over-

coming all the odds, reports
UNB.

She called upon the people to
work unitedly to build a happy
and prosperous '‘Sonar Bangla'
hr removing all injustice, ex-
ploitation, hunger and poverty.

Addressing a discussion
meeting at the Ramna Batamul
in the afternoon, the Prime
Minister, however, cautioned
that "you will have to remain
vigilant against the conspira-
tors."”

She said, "There will be
problems, resistance and many
obstacles, but we'll have to go

u forward braving the thoins and

thunders ... we'll have to build
up the nation as a dignified one,
a prosperous one.” R,

g

The discussion was organ- -

ised by Bangabandhu Parishad
on tne occasion ol the 78th
birth anniversary of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the Independence Day.

The topic of the discussion
was “"Norn-cooperation Move-
ment of Bangabandhu and the
Great Liberation War."

Presided over by Parishad

resident Prof Kabir Chowd-

ury, the meeting was also ad-
dressed by its general secretary
and Political Adviser to the
Prime Minister Dr SA Maleq.
Justice KM Sobhan, Prof Mom-
tazuddin Ahmed, State Minis-

See Page 12 Col 4
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By Staff Correspondent

The nation celebrates the
28th Independence and Na-
tional Day today with a re-
newed pledge to uphold the
spirit of the Liberation War and
b:.lilﬂ an exploitation-free soci-
ely. . -
On this day in 1971, the peo-
ple of the country took up arms
to fight the Pakistani occupa-
tion army following the decla-
ration of independence by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. On the previous night,
the Pakistani forces had made
the most barbaric crackdown
on unarmed civilians that led
to a war and emergence of inde-
ggl{}dent Bangladesh on Decem-

16, 1971.

Three million people sacri-
ficed their lives for the inde-
pendence. A grateful nation will
pay homage to the brave sons of
the soil who embraced martyr-
dom for the cause.

The day is a public holiday.
A 31 gun salute will herald th:
day. National flags will fly atop
all government and important
private buildin%&

All roads will lead to Savar
where people. irrespective of
age, sex and religion, will
throng in their thousands to
place wreaths at the National
Memorial in tribute to the
memory of the martyrs.

The first to place wreaths at
the alter of the National Memao-
rial will be President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed. He will be
followed by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

In a message on the occa-
sion, President Shahabuddin
Ahmed ﬁesterday urged all to
utilize their talents and make
efforts for peace and develop-
ment of the country by sinking
all differences.

‘It is my sincere desire that
people of all ranks would rise
above personal and party inter-
est and combine their talents
and efforts for the progress of
the country and welfare of the
nation.” the President said.

See Page 12 Col 6

Speaker denies
UNB report

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury yesterday ques-

tﬁ}_‘unﬂd in the Jatiya Sau.ﬁaad
em

& thé objectivity of a news

creeded by UNB news agency
and published in The Daily Star
on the same day.

The UNB report said that

during the Prime Minister's
question hour in the House on
Tuesday, only one BNP mem-
ber, Shahidul Islam. was al-
lowed to raise a question.
.. The- Daily Star acknowl-
edges that the UNB report was
incorrect as three BNP legisla-
tors were allowed to raise sup-
plementaries. Bal

The Speaker mentioned the
name of The Daily Star only,
although another newspaper
had carried the same news item.

See Page 12 Col 3 -

AL ruining country's.

economy: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday held the
government responsible for
ruining the economy and jeop-
ardising the country's integrity
at the behest of its alien mas-
ters, reports UNB.

She called upon the people of
all walks of life to forge unity
for dislodging the government.

Speaking at a discussion
meeting urﬁanlsed by Jatiy-
atabadi Muktijuddha Dal, Be-

gum Zia reminded the people of

* the misrule of Awami League

during the post-independent

riod which is marked as a

lack chapter of the nation.

It was marked by loot, plun-
der, rgfressiun* amine and
above all a subservient policy
followed by the government.
Bangladesh enclave of Berubari
was handed over to India, added
the BNP Chairperson.

The same policies were being
lollowed by Awami League
when it returned to power. she
said and warned inst hand-
ing over Chittagong Hill Tracts
to the insurgents under the
hlu’?‘ﬁnnt of its alien masters.

e discussion at the Jatiya
Press Club was part of BNP's
four-day programme to cele-
Erale the Independence Day to-

ay.

Recalling the post-liberation
‘misrule’ of Awamni League, the
BNP chairperson said there was
no independent policy on the
economy, defence and foreign
affairs during 1972 to 75.

Begum Zia alleged that as-
suming the power after 21
years, Awami League now en-
gaged in ruining the country's

economy at the direction of its -

alien masters,
See Page 12 Col 5

Zobaida was found to be a

conspirator in killing: 10

The investigation officer in
the Bangabandhu Murder Case
yesterday said that during in-
vestigation, he found Zobaida
Rashid as a conspirator behind
the killing of President Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his fam-
ily members, reports UNB.

During cross-examination,
the 10, ul Kahhar Akhand,
however, said Zobaida, wife of
Lt Col (dismissed) Khandaker
Abdur Rashid, an absconding
accused in the case, was acquit-
ted by the High Court from the

chaige.
vocate Khan Saifur Rah-
man, defence lawyer for princi-
pal accused Lt Col (dismissed)
Syed Farooqur Rahman, ques-
tioned Akhand. who is also the
61st prosecution witness, for
the third consecutive day yes-
terday. '
The Court of Dhaka District
and Sessions Judge Kazi Golam
Rasul was adjourned in the af-
ternoon, keeping Akhand's ex-
amination incomplete. Khan

Saifur will examine the 10
when the court will resume on
Monday morning.
Replying to a query. Abdul
Kahhar hand, the ASP of
CID, informed that during the
investigation, he came to know
that some 10 army personnel

were sent to the Bangabandhu's -

house after his assassination to
put it under lock and key and
take charge of the house.

"But it was not possible to
identify the army personnel for
which [ could not interrogate
them," he told the court.

Replying to another query,
Akhand said in his investiga-
tion, he didn't get any such in-
formation that the historic
house was washed and scrubbed
after the massacre.

The 10 also submitted a bul-
let-stained 'pan-dan’' (betel leaf
pot) to the court as a material
evidence in the case and said
the siﬁn of damage indicated
thﬂ;lt the 'pan-dan’ was hit by
bullet,
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Watch out for details on Saturday, March 28, 1998 in
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