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Deforestation of 'Bhawal Garh'
threatens existence of wildlife

l News snaps
Valuables worth Tk 2 lakh looted

MAGURA, Mar 24: Valuables worth about Tk 2 lakh were

looted from three shops in a daring dacu% at Shachilapur
bazar in Sreepur thana on Saturday, reports UNB.

According to police, the dacoits numbering 25/30 stormed
the market after sundown and created panic by opening blank
shots. Later they attacked the shops of Rampada Kunda, Jeebon
Kirshna Shaha and Shukha Ranjan Shaha. They beat them
mercilessly and decamped with the booty. The victims were
admitted to the local hospital in a critical condition. A case was

filed with the police.

Community workshop at BARD

COMILLA, Mar 24: A day-long community workshop on re-
forms of the curriculum of higher secondary education was held
at BARD, Comilla on Saturday, reports BSS.

Dr F K Chowdhury, female educatjnnaj)rﬂject director was
resent as the chief guest in the inaugural session. Prol Saleh
atin, Programme Direct of Project Support unit presided over

the session. Team leader of the project Barry Taylor. Prof Md

Lutfar Rahman, Director, Higher Secondary Teachers Training

Institute (HSTTI), Prof Md Tabarak Islam spoke in the meeting,

About 90 officials of different government and non-government

organizations participated in the workshop.

Current nets worth Tk 10 lakh seized

CHNADPUR, Mar 24: About two hundred current nets worth
about Taka 10 lakh were seized by mobile courts in different
places of the river Meghna and the Padma in Chandpur during
the last one week, reports BSS.

According to Chandpur Fishery Department sources, mobile
courts were held everydaﬁ in the rivers Meghna and Padma to
restrain fishermen from fishing hilsa fish fries. Mobile courts

GAZIPUR, Mar 24: Massive
deforestation of 'Bhawal Garh'
(forest) is threatening the exis-
tence of wild life here as well as
degrading the ecology and envi-
ronment of the country, reports
UNB.

Bhawal Garh — situdted on
53,522 acres of land in the dis-
trict — once was famous for its
forest resources, high land and
panoramic view,

But now a days — the famous
forest has lost its glamour due
to illegal extraction of trees
which is also forcing the rare
animals to look for safer sanc-

o

Diarrhoea claims
‘6 in Patuakhali

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 24: Diar-
rhoea claimed six lives at Am-
labaria village under Galachipa
thana of Patuakhali district in
last week. '

The victims were identified
as Shahanaz, 12, Tania, 2,
Rizia, 5, Sajib 3, Wahidul 25,

tuaries in the dense forest.
Experts said crocodile, leop-
ard, stork, python, frog, green
pigeon, harial, dhanesh bird,
peacock, different types of deer,
wild cock, snakes, porcupine,
elephant, entellus and other an-
imals of mammal group in the
forest are totally out of sight. -

They said about eight species
of trees in the forest have no
existence at all. The trees are
mostly being used in brick-
fields and sold in the market as
firewood. .

Over 100 kilns have been set
UE in Mirzapur, Kadda, Kali-
akair, Sreepur and other
nearby areas of the forest for
manufacturing bricks usin
huge quantity of 'gajari’ an
other trees.

The source also said since
the post-independence, timbers
worth over Tk 5,000 crore have
been smuggled out from the for-
est. After cutting trees, a section
of jotdars and landless people
illegally occupied the barren
lands.

Many saw-mills are running

in the forest area without any
legal permission. It is learnt
that the smugglers are carrying

~out their illegal activities in

connivance with a section of
forest officials and employees.

But the authorities are vet to
resist the smugglers and illegal
traders although a large num-
ber of cases have been filed
against them. Over 600 cases
remained pending in the dis-
trict forest court.

An official source, wishin
anonymity, said about half o
the forest area has gone under
the illegal possession. Illegal
house and other establishments
are being built up on the land.

Experts suggested estab-
lishment of well managed wild
life sanctuaries in the region
and massive afforestation.

Recently the government has
set up a breeding centre in the
National Park in Bhawal Garh
for animal breeding and
preservation. Tree plantation
programme has also started in
all the beats of five ranges with
a view to massive afforestation.
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BSF regret

SYLHET, Mar 24: Indian
Border Security Force [(BSF)
have ressed regret for their
harassment of a Bangladesh
cultural troupe while returning
home after attending a drama
festival at Karimganj in India,
reports UNB.

The official regret came
when the Bangladesh Border
Force (BDR) raised the allega-
tion at a border coordination
conference held at the Parjatan
motel in the town on Friday.

It is alleged that BSF mem-
bers traded gun shots targeting
the delegation while they were
crossing the Kushiyara river on
January 21 after attending the
drama-festival as invited
guests.

Explaining the situation, the
BSF representatives said the

‘untoward incident happened

due to lack of coordination be-

tween the dutg‘ officials of Cus-
toms and BSF,
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Silver Jubilee of RU

Sociology Deptt

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Mar 24: The Sil-
ver Jubilee of Sociology De-
partment of the University was
celebrated here through a
E%Enurfu] programme on March

The Silver Jubilee pro-
gramme has been arranged four
years later due to some difficul-
ties. The department was estab-
lished in 1969. The Silver Ju-
bilee programmes included ral-
lies, opening ceremony, memo-
rial programme and cultural
programmes. The programmes
were followed by lunch and
dinner.

On the inaugural day (March
20), a colourful rally was
brought out in the morning
where both the present and ex-

students took part. It was held
at the Senate building with Prof
F R Khan in the chair. Eminent
educationist and former Vice-
Chancellor of Rajshahi Univer-
sity Prof Mazharul Islam was
the chief guest. The special
guests include Vice-Chancellor
Abdul Khaleque, Pro-Vice
Chancellor Prof Saidur Rah-
man Khan. Prof Abdul Kader
Bhuiyan gave an address of wel-

come,
The chairman of the de-

partment Prof Muhammad
Mizanuddin delivered vote of
thanks.

The second session of the
day started at 3 pm which was

mainly centred on memorial
meeting,
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