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Twenty-third of March is a unique day in our history. On
this day the Muslims of the sub-continent had, through a for-
mal resolution, expressed their determination to achieve a sep-
arate homeland wherein they would be able to lead their lives
according to the tenets of Islam. Today is the fifty-eighth an-
niversary of that historical pledge. It is a day of thanks-giving
as well as of self-accountability. On this day, we shall also look
back to see what have we achieved since the 23rd of March,
1940.

Independence and freedom in themselves are great blessings
of Allah. They, however, have a greater purpose. To allow
Jreedom of action to realize higher values and attain superior
ideals of life by the grace of Allah, we have been able to take
significant steps towards laying the foundations of our state
policy on Islamic and democratic lines as visualized by the
Quaid-e-Azam and Allama Muhammad Igbal. It is the duty of
the government and the people of Pakistan to ensure the
integration of these Islamic democratic principles in every facet
of national activity and to make our country strong and
prosperous.

While we celebrate the Pakistan Day, we must remember
those millions of Muslims of the sub-continent who made every
sacrifice in the unprecedented freedom struggle under the
dynamic leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children died for the
sovereign independence of this country. Many more suffered
untold miseries and lost their hearth and home in order to
secure a homeland for the Muslim masses. Let us pay tribute to
those millions of our valiant soldiers of freedom and rededicate
ourselves to the cherished goals for which they fought. Let us
pledge to spare no effort to make Pakistan a strong, stable and
prosperous country, a country where we and our future
generations could live in peace and safety.

Let us resolve to accelerate the pace of national development
and keep the Quadi's motto — Unity, Faith and Discipline ... as
our guiding principle for shaping the destiny of our great
nation. -

Pakistan Paindabad

Prime Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif'
(February 1997-Febraury 1998)

(Abriciged)
animal husbandry was stepped

HE Pakistan Muslim
League government com-
leted its one year in office
ont 17 February 1998 which is a
goed point of time to look back
on what it has done and what it
plans to do. No government can
produce overnight miracle solu-
tons with the wave of a magic
wand nor undo the mistakes of
the past in one flourish, no
more than it can make prob-
lems go away by mere Y S0
wishing,

Prime Minister Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif is perhaps alone
among Pakistan's leaders
through history ‘who has
scrupulously refrained from
making tall claims or vamish-
m%h ity. He has been horlest
with the people who have given
him their massive mandate to
lead the country into the 21st
century by telling them in
straight and simple term what
he can do and what ' he can only
try to do. He has run an o
government, sharing his think-
ing on all issues with the le.
He has never pretended that
task is easy, nor has he held out
false hopes. He has constantly
emphasised that the going in
the next few years can only be
It;:illgh. that before things get

er, they ma{; get worse. At

same time, he has asserted
his faith in the ability of this
cguntry and the people to

rcome the difficulties that
they face and move ahead tri-

ﬁll‘lmnﬂ{ into the future. He
ntinues to everyone to do
is best furuPr'gaekista?lu and in
at effort, he has led from the
"I dhed

n the last one year, the
Pakistan Muslim League gov-
‘ernment has covered a great
'deal of ground. But there {s still
alonmetugo. What his p
and its young and determine
leader have given the people of
Pakistan is a sense of purpose.
They have turned their back on
corruption and exercise of

f

power for its own sake. While a
systematic effort has been afoot
to expose the graft and misdeeds
of the prece:ding government
and its leader, there has been no
witch hunt in contrast to what
the Prime Minister, his family
and his political associates
were subjected to by the gov-
ernment wliich was rejected so
decisively by the people of Pak-

istan in the last election. It
takes a big man and a great
leader to rise above personal
considerations. Nawaz Sharif's
conduct as Prime Minister has
been gracious and without ran-
cour towards those at whose
hands he and his party suffered
persecufion. He has no personal
concern s: his only cohcern bel
ing Pakistan. His record in of-

fice shows how fast and deci-

sively he has moved on all
fronts. He has a vision of Pak-
istan- which he is determined
and committed to translate into
tangible reality. Nawaz Sharif
is one leader who does not be-
lieve. in promising what he
caninot deliver. Actions speak
loucler than words and what he
has been able to achieve in just
one: year is out there for every-
one: to examine,

- It is in the fitness of things
to go over the record and
acchievements of the Pakistan
Muslim League government led
by Mohammad Nawaz Sharif,

The Pakistan Muslim League
led by Mohammad Nawaz
Sharif won a scintillating vic-
tory in the Febru 1997 gen-
eral elections with 135 seats in
the National Assembly and
representation from all four
provinces, including the federal

capital area of Islamabad. He
was elected leader of the House
with 177 votes in an assembly
of 217, and when he sought a
vote of confidence he was
backed by 181 members. The
party secured another runaway
victory by securing the highest
number of Senate seats a

month later.

count
on l7

Sharif was sworn in as the
's 19th Prime Minister

ebru 1997, the second tion.

time the people of Pakistan had
reposed their confidence in
him. In his first speech to the
nation, he spelled out a series of
radical and imaginative steps
to overcome the economic crisis
engulfing the country.

He identified Pakistan's
large foreign debt as its most
serious and immediate problem
and called upon the nation, in-
cluding the country's large ex-
Eatrlate community, to lend a

and in helping the overyi-
ment balance its ks. Hfs ap-
peal found ‘enthusiastic re-
Sponse at home and abroad.

The first national budget
unveiled by the Muslim League
government was free of taxes, a
step without precedent in Pak-
istan’'s history. It was popularly
hailed with commentators
agreeing that it was the best
possible budget given the worst
economic crisis ever faced by
the country. The principal ben-
eficiaries of the new measures
were the least advantaged sec-
tions of society.

Sharif announced far-reach-
ing social reforms aimed at en-
couraging thrift, discouraging
wasteful expenditure on tradi-
tional observances, establish-
ment of the merit principle in
public service, new laws to deal
with heinous and dehumanis-
ing crimes against women,
ain;pllcit}r in official lifestyles
and transparency of govern-
ment operations. He also took
steps to make it exceedingly
difficult to divert public funds
to unauthorised, ill-advised or
persanalised use.

The Prime Minister also or-
dered all government expendi-
ture to be reduced to the mini-
mum. He forewent his own
salary and vowed that he would
use official transport for
sirictly official purposes. He
also cut foreign tours, includi
his own and reduced the size o

To curb sectarian and fac-
tional violence. an anti-terror-
rsm law was passed in August
which enabled the government
to set up special courts for
specar justice. The new legisla-
tion also contained a provision
for the deployment of the coun-
try's armed forces if a provin-
cial government apprehended
an outbreak of sectarian vio-
lence and requested the federal
government to come to its aid.

- On the foreign policy front
Nawaz Sharif moved quickly,

deelaring normal and frierid
relations with neighbouring
countries, including India, as
his first priority. He also called
for peaceful settlement of all
outstanding disputes, led by
Kashmir which he called the
core issue since it involved the
exercise of the basic and in-
alienable t of self-determi-
nation by the people of the
former state. He said the forei
Enlic of Pakistan would

a on the Father of the Na-
tion, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad
Ali Jinnah's famous precept:

friendship with all, enmity
with none.
Agriculture being the main-

stay of Pakistan's economy, the
Prime Minister set into motion
a number of steps designed to
modernise and improve this
crucial sector with full empha-
sis on increased output and ev-
ery necessary assistance to the
farmer. Suﬁpurt price of wheat
and rice, the staple crops, the
latter being one of Pakistan's
prime export commodities, was
incr to assist the farmer,
as was that of edible oil seeds.
Existing duty on import of fer-
tiliser ingredients was slashed
and power supply charges paid
by farmers brought down ap-
preciably. Agricultural credit
was made both abundant and
easier.

Small farmers were given
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MESSAGE

I congratulate my countrymen on the fifty-eighth an-
niversary of the adoption of the Pakistan Resolution in Lahore
on 23rd March 1940, a day that we celebrate as the Pakistan
Day. It reminds us of the immense sacrifices rendered by
Muslims of the sub-continent to carve out a homeland of their
own for ordering their lives in accordance with the teachings
and traditions of Islam.

By the grace of Allah, Pakistan is now in the 51st year of its
existence as a sovereign independent Islamic state. We bow our
heads before Allah to thank Him for granting historic success
to our freedom struggle under the able guldgance ?f Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Despite inevitable failure and
shortcomings, we continue to march on road to progress as a
Jree nation. While we rejoice our successes, we must also learn
from our failures, ﬁ;lrticumr!y those that fell on us because of
inept handling of the affairs of the state and exploitation by the
vested interest, only recently. We had the misfortune of
suffering another period of mis-governance 'marked by un-
certainty. Frustration and rampant corruption which brought
us to the brink of a catastrophe. Thanks to Almighty Allah that
the dark days are now behind us.

I consider it a great honour that I was blessed with an un-
precedented heavy mandate in February 1997 elections. My
government remains deeply committed to promoting welfare of
the common people and I am determined to make Pakistan
strong and prosperous by improving the quality of life of the
people and ensure good governance and establish the rule of law.
Pmﬂ:'lammes to achieve these goals have already been launched,
Insha Allah, the day is not far off when the ills like corruption,
illiteracy, nepotism, parochialism and sectarianism will be
wiped out from the society.

Let us rededicate ourselves to the objectives of the Pakistan

~ resolution and fledge to work hard for ordering our lives in

accordance with the principles of Islam and for strengthening
the democratic institutions so that the will of the people is
hounoured and acted upon. We will, Insha Allah, succeed in
uchieu:‘nﬁ these goals and make Pakistan a decent place to live
in. On this auspicious occasion, I call upon my countrymen to
pledge their full support to the social and economic pro-
grammes of this government. May Allah bless us in our efforts
to prove ourselves worthy of the heritage bequeathed to us by
our beloved Quaid-e-Azam.
Pakistan Paindabad

| hammad Nawaz Sharif

Prime Minister of Pakistan

punishable with death or
transportation for life. The
administrative and legal ma-
chinery was geared up to deal

up with adequate funds. 5
On the political front, Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif moved
uickly, part-repealing the 8th
Ennstjtutjnna] Amendment — a
legacy of military rule which
had made it possible for the re-
moval of an elected government
through executive decree, No
single step taken since the birth
of Pakistan 50 years ago has
done more to consolidate
democracy than the repeal of
this unpopular law. M
To fight the menace of the
drugs trade, Nawaz Sharif took
decisive measures, making it

with the growth of what has
popularly come to be known as
"Halashnikov culture.”
Another vital decision
aken by the Pakistan Muslim
League overnment was the
holding of a national census, an
exercise that has not been un-
dertaken for well over a decade
due to the political sensitivity
ol the issue in some areas. The
Prime Minister took what one
economist described as "revolu-
tionary decision” because he
knows that all basic decisions
which affect. the economic and .
scaial sector depend upon accu-

rate and updated statistics.
Planning "in the air® or plan-
ing based on old data. the Prime
Minister rightly argued, was
self-defeating and could only
work to the nation's detriment.
Textiles, Pakistan's prime
industry, received a shot in the
arm with the announcement of
a textiles quota management
scheme giving associations of
textiles manufacturers the free-
dom to manage all aspects and
categories of textile exports to
countries with textile quota re-
strictions. The government
ceded all decision-making pow-
ers to the industry, retainin
only the right to auction growt

s First Year in Office

arlism with checks and bal-
ances to ensure trouble-free
implementation of a policy
aimed at removing unnecessary
irritants,

The first year also saw the
resignation of the President fol-
lowing a political crisis which
involved the supremacy of Par-
liament and the survival of the
parliamentary system of gov-
ernment itself. The new Presi-
dent, Mohammad Rafiq Tarar,
a former Judge of the Supreme
Court, took office in December
as Pakistan's ninth head of
slate. There was also a change
at the Supreme Court, with Mr
Justice Sajjad Ali Shah making

quotas.. The .new system thus . -Way.for Mr Justice Ajmal Mian

laidd down a transparent mech-

as the Chjef Justice of Pakistan.
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his official entourage to a "bare
bones" level. |

A special fund was set up by
the Prime Minister for the up-
lift of youth so that it could play

special concessions: irrigation |
and drainage were improved
and a crash programme
launched to desalt water

Heartiest Felicitations
on the occasion
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sheep were provided to them
under a special scheme. Steps
were also taken to increase
livestock production and mea-
sures were initiated to protect
animal health. Research in

lishment, he announced a five-
year remission in the prison
terms of those serving life sen-
tences. Others were also ac-
corded the facility depending on
the period of their incarcera-

: Turn Around in Economy
Growth in first six months 1997-98 (F.Y.) under PML
compared with 1996-97 (F.Y.) under PPP

| Exports

Imports
Foreign remittances

Placing special emphasis on Pakistans economic growth through aggressive,
balanced lending policies and accelerated loan recoveries,
NBP maintains its position as Pakistan's premier bank, determined to set higher standards of achievement.

Unmatched Banking Facilities:

® Deposit security. Guaranteed by
Government of Pakistan.

® Highest rates of return to encourage savings.

® Lowest rates on exports and
other borrowings.

B Largest contributtion towards Government
and Semi-Government requirements.

® Agents of the State Bank of Pakistan for
handling Treasury Functions, receipts of

Pakistan Day

Trusted for taste across the world

Overall Performance:

B Total Assets: Rs.370 billion.

® Earning Assets: Rs.200 billion,

® Gross Revenue: Rs. 24 billion.

® Deposits: Rs.243 billion,

" Capital Adequacy: 7.3% (highest in Pakistan).
® Largest custodial handling of

NIT stocks: Rs.28 billion.

® Full provision for non-performing loans.

% Highest collection towards

7.1% increase

(-)6.0 decrease

46% increase (988 million US
dollars from 614 million US
dollars)

90% increase (794 million US

Foreign Currency Accounts
dollars from 418 million USS)

| Shument depmuninBelance ﬁmﬁn l}Sm r;::nm;_;:?t4 n&lﬁi}:ﬁ " Taxes ::m-d utheu: EYSIAERy National Debt Retirement Programme.
Inflati 8.6% (last year 12-15% ::-i;?:ﬂhr;f Eﬁﬁﬁi?piﬂﬁﬂ?fﬁﬁiﬁia " Basasivenetworcol 1491 domestic

| Indus?r?al Production 5% incrca};c (-1.4% decrease an{j defe,:ncg personnel. and 24 overseas branches.
o last year) | : ﬁtl_l_ity Bills collection. Overseas Branches:
culture 5% ( a)j arrangements. London (2 branches), Manchester,

Glasgow, Bradford, Edinburgh,
Sheffield, Birmingham, Paris, .
Frankfurt. New York (2 branches),

® Rational Humain Resource Management.

® Electronic Banking.
¥ Overall quality of service.

20-24% increase over last year
23% increase over last year
30-40% increase

t
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il ' - Other Achievements : 3 Washington D.C., Chicago. Tokyo, Osaka,
Jams, Pickles, Squash, Syrups, Sauce, Vermicelli ] § 1,6 billion IMF Enhanced Structural Loan, :’rﬂg;'gij‘t ngl - Offered: Hong Kong (2 branches), Seoul, Beiing
& Much Much More ...... i: g 100 n“?l?mf Poverty E[eﬂ:ﬂhansnd. # Cnrparatefﬂranches with ATM Bahrain, Dhaka, Cﬂifﬂé "";hgs"’ *
: . . " ompletion of Motorway (Islamabad-Lahore). and other facil ities. ubsi iary:
Also available Jam for Diabetic Patients. 2 ﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁigiﬁiﬁfﬁ#ﬁ .. ® Rupee Travelleirs Cheques. National Discountifig Services Limited.
| 7. Introduction of Monitori tem in Publi t : '
Mfg. AHMED FOOD INTERNATIONAL, Pakistan. o Frojeca U TOU STRESYSem tn PUGLe Sector T Fax : 880.3.9360247
. Implementation o ; t d fi ial . 632393
Contact: 031723582, 018-215472 o, Claciplinein public gector " "M B fnanel National Bank of Pakistan & s
; , onalisation of taxation policies including marked f .
Now available at your nearest shop. 10, PRrtiiratian f e ok e poliby Brersatioe-and a1 .79 Motijheel C.A. G.P.O. Box No. 2226, Dhaka-1000 Bangladesh

plementation.
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