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This Horrible Crime

Are we fast becoming a society of rapists? It will
be hard to dismiss this fear. Not to speak of
provincial and small papers most of whom tend to
capitalise on such news, serious national press
hardly has a reprieve for a day from publishing
stories of the ultimate violation of the human per-
son and dignity. Children are the new quarry of the
rapists.

It is only years that the rape and murder of Yas-
min at Dinajpur Doshmile ignited a conflagration
of public agitation unequalled anywhere in this
land at anytime. But a plethora of unending rape-
and-murder act seems now to have inured the na-
tion to such shocks. Sheema was raped and mur-
dered without many a one's feeling outraged. And
her case, in a classic example of hoodwinking jus-
tice, still remains in a limbo with all the culprits
untouched. Yasmin and Sheema would continue to
be milestones in woman's heroic resistance to rape
and other repression.

Tania and Mousumi are again two names that
will live long in the story of resistance to the now
rapidly aggravating cases of child abuse. For theirs
are the name that marks the tip of a gruesome ice-
berg — for every Tania there must be a hundred
others who did not raise an alarm, for every
Mousumi there must be a hundred others who were
not bloodied on a public road, child abuse is not
unknown to our society. But in days past the girl
child was abused inside the family and the family
took charge to sweep the rare thing under the car-
pet. The society has rapidly been changing over the
last few of the postwar decades. Young men resid-
ing or floating outside the family base have become

a growing phenomenon in the towns, specially in
Dhaka. -

Erosion of values upholding human relation-
ship through constant exposure to erotic print and
electronic material has been making the ground
ripe for the rise of the libidinous male. All libido
and little besides. So much so that even the family
has been invaded.

Saving the children is essentially tied up with
saving women from the carnal attacks. If this is
not realised society cannot be saved from becom-
ing an inhumane hell — which would mean an end
of man, very certainly. Society in its present con-
dition can hardly beat the spreading crime. The
state cannot either do it all by itself. A meaningful
beginning towards a recovery of sanity can be |
made through stiff punishments to culprits. For |
this beginning to be made a lot would be needed to
be done. Making legal provisions wouldn't serve
any purpose. Conviction and carrying out of sen-
tences will be needed to embolden society into ef-
fective resistance.

But this would only be the beginning. All round |
economic uplift leading to general well-being and a

resurgence of national culture will be the best guar-
antee for elimination of this horrible crime.

Financial Evenhandedness

We cry hoarse over default culture in the private
sector, but the state sector hardly appears as a holy
cow there. So, it had better stop putting up a holier
than thou image.

The latest statistics of Bangladesh Bank show
that 43 per cent of the loans contracted by the gov-
ernment and its sector corporations till September
1997 remained outstanding with the Nationalised |

Commercial Banks. The liabilities of the govern-
ment, autonomous and semi-autonomous organi-
sations worked out to Tk 4990.37 crore. Of which
Tk 2140.86 crore is yet to be recovered. The total
figure for outstanding loans in both public and pri-
vate sectors was a whopping Tk 13,000 crore in
September 1997.

Between the two sectors they repaid only 62 per |
cent of the loans but the public sector singly made
57 per cent repayment. So percentagewise the state
sector looks like being a front-runner in the
default race,

Things have gotten only worse and progres-
sively, too. The financial situation of the state sec-
tor, as portrayed in the BB report, deteriorated in
the nine months from December ‘96 to September |
97 with the defaulted loans in the state sector in- |
creasing by Tk 340 crore over the outstanding Tk
1800 crore.

There are cogent reasons why we are unforgiving
about the private sector's big loan default. These
have been repeated so many times that we do not
want to masticate the same any more. Suffice it to
say though that chagrined as we are at the legacy of
‘political lending' to fake entrepreneurs we need
not be glossing over chronic public sector mis-
management which is getting awkwardly trans-
lated into heavy unrepaid borrowing from the
banking system. How long should we rob Paul to
pay Peter?

Risky Constructions

Rajuk( Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkho) have
listed eighteen buildings at Nakhalpara as bad or
risky constructions. This follows the recent inci-
dent of shooting at the Prime Minister's secre-
tariat in the same vicinity and the subsequent
flurry of activities of the security personnel
around that area. Earlier the Rajuk had spotted
250 buildings as vulnerable in the city.

We are afraid Dhaka has far more suspect con-
structions than those included in the Rajuk list.
There must be thousands of houseowners who like
the one mentioned in the Star report would strug-
gle to produce a copy of the plan or authorities' ap-
proval on demand from proper authorities. For the
majority of the peuﬂle. a dwelling place onl
means a roof over the head, a simple, uncalculated,
unspecialised craft of placin% brick on brick. Let |
alone higher considerations like health, environ-
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ment, neighbour’'s convenience, even the very ba-
sics like planning and proper mix of construction
materials hardly feature in their thought. One
cannot look for a more perfect recipe for urban
disaster. :
We would urge the Rajuk authorities to form

task force to conduct an area to area search in or-
der to check the condition of the buildings. The
task is arduous even daunting . But if we want to
avoid major tragedies, this had better get started
now. We also counsel the government to ensure
tighter and honest administration in the approv-
ing agency to make sure no substandard plan is
okayed. And whatever is approved needs to be fol-
lowed up by inspection.

Globalisation: Costs and Contradictions

ODAY, for many millions

of people across the world,

the globalisation has —
even if vaguely — meant greater
freedom and prosperity. By the
end of 1980s, sell-isolating dic-
tatorships from Chile to the So-
viet Union had yielded to demo-
cratic and free market ideals of
globalisation spread by radio,
television, the fax machine and
e-mail. Since then, in addition
to bringing down the Berlin
wall and shredding the Iron
Curtain, the powerful techno-
logical forces of Information
Age have helped to stitch to-
gether the economic, political
and cultural lives of nations,
making border more permeable
to the movement of people,
products and ideas. In our coun-
try also there is an omnibus ac-
ceptance of globalisation as a
great virtue of our time and
there are informed and impor-
tant people ever prepared to
stand up in defence of anything
from trade to transit, travel to
transnational highway, trans-
border linkages to opening up
markets — all in the name of
globalisation.

But for millions of others,
the same process has brought
economic disadvantage and so-
cial disruption — let alone the

uestion of prosperity. For the
eveloping countries, the myth
that the globalisation would
quickly propel them into
modernity and affluence did
not work quite the way it was
expected. Even in America
where in New Hampshire's Bret-
ton Woods the modern version
of global economy evolved in
1944 and the pundits still pro-
claim that economy to be the
defining reality of our time,
most social and even economic
issues are debated there as if

IFTY years into Pakistan's

existence, the omissions of

our fathers, as much as
their sins, are visiting us with a
vengeance. Having learnt no
lessons from the political crisis
that engulfed us in 1971 leading
to the break-up of Pakistan, we
are now in the midst of a series
of crises, economic. political
and geo-political, in that order
and of differing magnitude in a
very difficult period of time. At
the moment our major problem
is an economic slowdown that
refuses Lo pick up despite a great
effort by our economic team.
The net result of rising deficits
is the increasing prices of utili-
ties. cutting deeply into tax in-
centives given at the beginning
of Mian Nawaz Sharif term.
These tax incentives were in
Keeping with standard initia-
tives to revive the economy but
they only succeeded in widening
the delicits as businessmen
took advantage of lowered taxes
to make windfall profits but
studiously avoided re-cycling
that extra amount into the
economy or paying even the
lowered government dues,

While being pampered by the
present regime, the business
community has not responded
in any deﬁrec whatsoever, if
anything their attitude on the
GST issue is abhorrent. Faced
with open insurrection
amongst what he considers his
base constituency, Mian Nawaz
Sharif has faltered. to the
detriment of Pakistan. Whereas
he needs to be tough with
traders to get them into the tax
net, he has succumbed to their
blackmail that they would pull
down their shutters. The fixed
tax to be levied may be some
progress but unfortunately it
detracts from a principle and
that sets a precedent for others.
While this government has cer-
tainly curtailed expenditure,
nmiost of it has been in the devel-
opment mode, the aura of an
imperial governance persists.
While collection of revenues is a
major problem the new Chair-
man CBR (now being re-organ-
ised as the Pakistan Revenue
Service - PRS) seems to be upto
his task, in a deliberate and me-
thodical manner. Unless we
enhance revenue collection,
this nation will go further into
debt. The No. 1 problem facing
this nation in the economic
field is that less than 1per cent
of the population is expected to
pay for the modern living stan-
dards of the balance 99 per cent,

[n contrast to the normal
public perception that domesti-
cally things are in a crisis, mat-
ters politically may in fact have
turned for the better for the
Mian Nawaz Sharif regime. The
PML(N) had bent over back-
wards to accommodate ANP in
the NWFP, this was at best a
politics of convenience born of
a mutual dislike of the Bhutto
clan (and by insinuation the
PPP). While politics is the art of
compromise there are funda-
mental differences in the re-
spective ideologies of the
PML(N) and ANP. The PMLI(N) is
a national party and the ANP at
best a sub-regional one that was
raised to regional status by the
PMLIN) gifting themn at least 15
to 18 seats in the last elections.
This was a strategic blunder
born out of insecurity on the
part of PML(N) hierarchy, the
ANF's departure from the al-
liance is a blessing in disguise.

1t is true that for a handful of countries like China, etc., liberalisation and expanded access to global finance

But since 1980, poverty has grown in absolute term throughout developing countries.
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globalisation did not exist or
were happening elsewhere.

Among the promises associ-
ated with globalisation the
most popular one portrays it as
a worldwide process of converg-
ing incomes and lifestyle
driven by ever larger interna-
tional flow of goods, images,
capital and people bringing
about a measure of shared pros-
perity. It was also projected as a
great equaliser — equaliser of
income, outlook and taste. If
embraced, it was argued, global-
Isation would extricate the poor
and backward nations of the
develo ingk't:vmrld out of the eco-
nomic backwater and put them
on fast track of progress. The
recent experience of much of
Sub-Saharan Africa which re-
sisted it shows how deadly and
disastrous can be the failure to
catch the global train. But then
the ride on the train also did
not always ensure fast, stable
and equitable growth for the
conformists. Although globali-
sation did extricate a few devel-
oping countries out of pro-
tracted stagnation the recent
financial crash in East Asia
suggests that mere embracing of
global financial market can
also be treacherous at times.
The shal;j)] unequal effects of
globalised finance and produc-
tion across and within develop-
ing countries is a pointer to a
greater malaise.

Contrary to the expectations
the developing countries today
are much more heterogeneous
group than at the beginning of

ost-war period. Globalisation
as not in any way helped them

to become more equal. Particu-
larly the poorest of them are
chronically unable to catch up.
Instead of helping the weaker
ones globalisation is making
the differences among the de-
veloping nations wider. This is

not without a reason. Belying
the neo-classical economic the-
ory the international financial
flow has continued to go to capi-
tal abundant nations. In 1995,
for example, 65
FDA (Foreign

r cent of the
irect Invest-

financial flows while suffering
a great deal from major cuts
and reorientation in aid flows
from advanced nations. Given
the strong reorientation in
favour of disaster relief and
H:acek:cpin operation aid

ow as a whole contracted.
While due to deteriorating
terms of trade since early 1980s

aid dependence has sharply

risen in the LDCs (Least Devel-
oped Countries).
The gain for those develop-
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ment) inflows went to developed
world. The capital inflow for
the developing countries were
concentrated in a handful of
rich emerging markets.

Even though international
financial flows to the develop-
inﬁ countries have grown sig-
nificantly in recent years it has
been unevenly disbursed with
72 per cent of total FDI between
1989-92 going only to 10 coun-
tries. This distribution of prot-
folio investment flow has been
even more skewed with another
odd one dozen of countries re-
ceiving 90 per cent of such in-
vestment. The poorer countries
have seen little profit from the
recent boom in international

In ané,v future vote, ANP by itself
would never get more than 9-12
seats in the Provincial Assem-
bly (PA) and commensurately 4-
6 seats in the National Assem-
bly (NA). With the PMLIN), they
had become a collosus. now
they will be exposed as the pa-
per tigers they really are on the
national scene. Since the al-
liance that fought the elections
has come apart, the correct
thing would to dissolve the
NWFP Assembly and hold new
elections. This can also serve as
an informal referendum on the
ANP demand for
Pakhtoonkhwa. Similarly in
Sindh, the PML(N) - MQMI(A) al-
liance is at a breaking point on
a number of reasons.

Like the ANP, MQMIA) is a
sub-regional party, confined
only to a number of urban seats.
PML (N) s alliance with the
M?M (A) is more natural but in
political terms they are still an
odd couple. Lackinﬁ any sub-
stance or electoral legitimacy,
with a coalition of opportunists
cobbled together, Sindh CM Li-
aquat Ali Jatoi is an unmiti-
gated disaster, a chief executive
who is almost never available
to solve the Province's prob-
lems. Whereas he should be
dealing with macro-issues, par-
ticularly that bedevil the eco-
nomic gateway to the country,
his penchant, sandwiched be-
tween the Brothers Nazirov, is
to go the rural route of wreaking
vengeance on his "enemies’,
(e.g. stopping water to their
lands, filing of false police
cases, etc) and thus allowing his
urban partners free rein (and
reign} to run riot. Because of
their militant policies and
without the physical presence
of their charismatic leader,
Altaf Hussain, MQM(A) has
steadily lost ground in Karachi.
Desperate to re-establish their
authority they have tried to use
the government's law enforce-
ment machinery in trying to
impose their writ on areas
where their disaffected faction,
the Haqeeqis, are in majority
and which they call "no-go" ar-
eas. For the MQM (A) this is vi-
tal otherwise in the coming Lo-
cal Bodies elections they may be
reduced to one of the three to
four groupings in Karachi
rather than being all in all as
they once were in the late 80s
and early 90s. In the meantime
it must said that as opposed
to the ethnic Sindhi content of
the Sindh Cabinet, they do pro-
vide an element of governance
in the Ministries they control.
The result in Sindh is that we
have an imperfect, lop-sided
government that does not serve
the ethnic majority since the
ethnic CM is ineffectual and
without electoral (or any other)
credibility.

While the alliance is going
forward on its momentum of a
common antipathy for PPP, re-
duced presently to regional sta-
tus having due legitimacy only
in Sindh, this arrangement
cannot last and the longer it
lasts the worse it is for the na-
tion. Why should the majority
be held to blackmail by a mi-
nority? Mian Nawaz Sharif
must recognize that his selec-
tion of Jatoi as CM, made in

ood faith almost as Hobson's
hoice, has turned sour and he
needs to re-think his Sindh pol-
icy kﬂﬂFing the economic well-
being ol Karachi upper-most in
mind. There is a limit to apply-

It's senseless

Sir, It is truly appalling to
see that not only has the Archi-
tecture Department's issue been
solved but has taken a turn for
the worst. That the department
teachers want to decide their

~admission test is an under-

standable matter — its plain
common sense. That the ad-
ministration wants to intro-
duce a new test without the total
acknowledgment of the relevant
department is plain senseless.
Just because the majority of the
Academic Council say so the
wishes of the relevant

department can be ignored is
mediaeval dogma. And now we
have some of the Academic
Council members resorting to
swearing at the students, and
lying to the press.

Mrs K Aktarunessa Dhaka

Shaheed Dibash
Sir, It was totally a state af-
fair. Then how come when the
Leader of the Opposition went to
place her floral wreath at the
Shaheed Minar, the security
was not enough?

Jahanara Saba Igbal Rd, Dhaka.

N ationz—il

T L M
G s A s St
Wotsegel L b e e

ing political Band-Aid, it is
time to apply Governor's Rule
without further delay.
Geo-politically we are in a
mess. While there can be no sec-
ond-guessing of recognizing the
Talibaan as forming the legiti-
mate Afghan government in
Kabul, we have failed woefully
in convincing Iran about our
good faith. Since we will have a
strongly anti-Pakistan BJP-led
overnment in India for the
oreseeable future, striving to
bait us in a number of ways.
partly in order to stoke nation-
alist “feelings and firm up its
Ereaﬁ]ll}' rather weak constitu-
ional base, we should urgently
seek to firm up our traditional

*—_

| was rather disturbed, nay,
shocked to see the editorial
"Neurosurgery in Shambles” in
The Daily Star of 3.3.98, |
thought it was a rather hasty
remark and not necessarily
based on facts in the proper per-
spective. It has been rather like
the famous statement "half of
the people here are idiots”.
Many years ago | read an article
in the lllustrated Weekly of In-
dia which quoted some of Ma-
hatma Gandhi's statements and
the journalist himself re-
marked that these statements
could be thought to be made by
Hitler.

Without considering all the
matters, the functions and fa-
cilities and the total volume
and nature of work done in my
department, in other words not
knowing and given the full
background and perspective it
was rather harsh and not very
objective to give such a state-
ment. In the flurry of Raman
Lamba's death another newspa-
per reportedly mentioned Dr
Garst was the person to intro-
duce neurosurgery and teach
neurosurgery in this country.
Dr Garst (an American) is actu-
ally an orthopedic surgeon but
it can be said he spread and
taught orthopedic surgery in
this country. I. however, was
trained in neurosurgery for the
full course of about four-and-a-
half years at the University De-
partment of Surgical Neurology
of Edinburgh between 1965 and
1970 and came back and started
the first ever neurosurgical
service in this country.

What has happened here, |
think, is that the article pub-
lished in the "Bhorer Kagoj" was
misunderstood by the DS as
being an exposition to explain
Raman Lamba's death. You
would have found out the truth
if you had taken the trouble to
speak to the very young doctor
journalist who published some
of my conversations and his
enquiries with other staff of my
department that took place a
couple of weeks or more before
the accident of Raman Lamba.
While this young doctor jour-
nalist was preparing and linal-
ising his write up, Raman Lam-
ba's accident occurred and he
just added that as an annexure
lo his already prepared news
item. Also the fact is that [ had
asked him to show me his
write-up before he publishes it
and he just didn't do that.

It appears to me that firstly
because of the coincidental tim-
m% of the publication in the
"Bhorer Kagoj" and secondly be-
cause of some deficiencies of
our department — equipment,
stafl and personnel wise — you
assumed and jumped into the
conclusion that I had given an
interview deliberately exposing

some of our department's

ing countries which benefit
from greater access to interna-
tional finance resources have

however come at a high price.

They have lost much of their-

policy autonomy and increased
their vulnerability to external
financial shock. Also the
heightened dependence on
larger volume of short term ex-
ternal capital flows has vastly
complicated monetary and ex-
change rate management on the
part of recipient countries and
severely limited the govern-
mernts’ monetary policy in a
way conducive to the growth in
real economy. It has also con-
tributed to the increasin

fragility of domestic financia

allies and remove persisting
doubts in the relationship.
While not taking Saudi Arabia
and Turkey for granted and re-
membering that China has its
own security and economic im-
peratives, we must make a con-
certed move to mollify Iran and
bring it back to our side as a
strong partner in the region.
From the statements ema-
nating from India, it is quite
clear that the Indians may be
preparing for a limited offen-
siye, to grab a chunk of Azad
Kashmir, gambling that Pak-
istan mag not opt for all-out
war. In the same manner that
we miscalculated in 1965 in

peratives

system. Since 1980 more than
100 developing countries expe-
rienced serious banking crises.
The public cost of these crises
has been enormous.

Globalisation has exacer-
bated differences not only
among the developing nations
but also within them. An expo-
sure to global market has mag-
nified and multiplied domestic
inequalities in a manner not
experienced before. It is true
that for a handful of countries
like China, etc., liberalisation
and expanded access to global
finance have reduced poverty.
But since 1980, poverty has
grown in absolute term
throughout developing coun-
tries. The rush to free market
has also coincided with in-
creasing inequality throughout
the Third World with income
differential widening since
early '90s. Income inequality
has significantly grown in
Latin America over past few
decades with 15 out of 17 coun-
tries having level of income in-
equality exceeding those nor-
mally associated with their
level of development, In most of
those countries, the globalising
1980s and 1990s have brought
more Mercedes and more home-
less children to the streets.

So far globalisation is not
making things less diverse and
more equal. A ngnwin but still
small part of the world's popu-
lation is becoming more simi-
lar in what it eats, buys, wears
and thinks. And more and more
gcaple across the planet have

ecome increasingly exposed to
the amenities of the global

" and "Grand Slam", the In-
dians will be wrong in thinking
that any attack on Kashmir
would not get a strong reaction
from Pakistan elsewhere and

lead to all-out war, with nuclear
connotations. While we can

hardly afford a war in such
economic circumstances, if it is
forced upon us, Pakistan will
fight, whatever the conse-
quences. Our weakness in the

air complement needs urgent
attention of the government.
With a better ratio in con-
fronting the Indian Air Force,
PAF will be able to keep a mea-
sure of air parity over the bat-
tlefield. We have to find the
money and the requisite air-
craft as soon as possible. While
the Chinese project is a good
long-term proposition, what we
need immediately is a hi-tech
combat aircraft virtually off
the shelf. Without our tradi-
tional allies of the cold-war era
we have to scramble to main-
tain our security; air-power is a
measure of self-reliance geo-

marketplace, although mostly
as permanent window shopper
and amused spectator. The large
majority of mankind, however,
is being left outside and thrown
by the wayside. It is not thus
surprising that the striking
workers in South Korea or Ar-
gentina have opposed changes
that their national leaders in-
sisted were necessary to meet

the demands of the global econ-
omy. The unexpected victory of
the left parties throughout Eu-
rope where in France's pic-
turesque farming town of Ram-
bouillet the leaders of seven
most advanced industrialised
democracies took another step
in 1975 to give globalisation its
resent shape, stems in part
rom voters' apprehension
about its effects on widening in-
come gap already visible in the
continent.

Nevertheless, globalisation
is neither inherently good nor
bad. The governments cannot
block its effects on their citi-
zens without also cutting them
off from its opportunities and
benefits. But t can shape it
in their national and interna-
tional advantages. Instead the
people concerned have so far
taken a dichotomous view of
globalisation portraying its is-
sues as a series of 'black and
white' either-or choices
whereas it involves a bewilder-
ing number of relationships
and arrangements that are in-
evitably subject to strategic, po-
litical, social, cultural as well
as 'purely” economic influences.
It obviously calls for a great
deal of synthesisation to strike
a balance for a nation's best of
the advantages to be achieved.
For the mankind, it is a mixed
blessing at the best,

politically.

Mian Nawaz Sharif must
show some sgin: is dealing with
his allies, the world did not
come to an end with a parting of
the ways with ANP. Since the
PML (N) cannot succumb to
MQM (A)'s 48 hours deadlines,
Governor's Rule should be im-
posed in Sindh. The PM should
treat his broken alliances as
positive developments for
which he should be thankful.
He has to break out of the
shackles of his business
cronies, both in the paying of
taxes and defaulting loans. In
the context of geo-politics he
has to exploit his personal cred-
ibility in the region for the good
of the country. Mian Nawaz
Sharif has a mandate from the
people of Pakistan, it is time
that the people of Pakistan
benefit from the confidence
they have shown in him. This
can only be achieved by ensur-
ing that national security im-
peratives have his macro-atten-
tion.

—

launching Operations "Gibral-

OPINION

Neurosergury in Shambles—Is It?

Rashiduddin Ahmad

handicaps only to. sort of, ex-
plain and defend the ultimate
death of Raman Lamba.

It was very, very far from
that. [ shall talk about the hap-
pening of Raman Lamba later.
But first let me say that the real
reason for the "Bhorer Kagoj”
article was absolutely ditferent.
One of the stalf of the "Bhorer
Kagoj" was operated upon by me
for a brain tumour for which it
was almost decided that the pa-
tiernit would be taken to India.
But somehow it so happened
that eventually | operated on
him and he came out of the op-
eration satisfactorily and the
patient’'s relatives and perhaps
the staff of the "Bhorer Kagoj"
were satisfied, and in fact, they
wanted to make news rather
highlighting that good work
done in our department in spite
of handicaps (you may ascer-
tain this yourself from the
"Bhorer Kagoj').

But, alas, the result has been
just the opposite! When the
young doctor journalist of the
"Bhorer Kagoj" came to me |
rather naively mentioned about
how difficult it was for us to
work with some deficiencies
and lack of up to date equip-
ment (which of course you
warnted us "Hippocrates com-
munity — should have come out
in public loudly”), yet we go on
doing a reasonable work which
could be facilitated and im-
proved further. Mind you, even
in the developed countries not
all centres are absolutely per-
fect. Even one Prime Minister
of Britain was sent to USA for a
reoperation when a complica-
tion occurred during a routine

all bladder stone operation
which is done here now rou-
tinely even by Assistant Profes-
Enrsf'was being done by a UK
surgeon. | also like to mention
here the famous saying of Pro-
fessor Sir Charles Wells (an ex-
surgeon of the Royal Family),
"If a surgeon thinks he has at-
tained perfection it is time for
him to retire.”

Now, contrary to your Hip-
pocrates’ teachings 1 am forced
to mention only a few cases
(that come to my mind off hand)
which were operated upon in
our same department with ex-
cellent results:

* A sitting Deputy Minister
of Health was operated upon by
us for a back problem.

* The father of a Deputy Min-
ister of Health in advanced age
and with cardiac problem oper-
ated upon for a disc prolapse
and was satisfied.

* A top order MP (an ex-Se-
nior Minister)] was operated
upon for a brain haematoma
and is now working again nor-
mally in full-swing.

draw y
the news published in "The
Daily Star” some years ago as

* An elder brother (aged 80
years) of another sitting Senior
Minister was operated upon for
a brain haematoma in a co-
matose state and after three
months he was back to his High
Court law practice.

* Another very senior lawyer
and an ex-top political leader of
Comilla of similar age as above
was operated upon for a brain
haemorrhage in a comatose
state {and was given up by the
then doctor Health Minister)
also went back to his law prac-
tice in Comilla after a few
months.

* An ex-Finance Secretary
also was operated upon for
brain haematoma and contin-
ues his perfect normal activity.

* A noted poet was operated
U por manﬁ years ago for a simi-
lar brain haematoma and was
in coma, today remains very
well and wrote many more po-
ems after that.

* An Indian employee of the
Indian Railways Company in
construction work here, was
operated upon by us with brain
haemorrhage while arriving in
our hospital really in dying
condition, and after operation
was able to go back to Calcutta
in a mobile condition though
somewhat disabled. Even the

doctors in Calcutta were sur-

prised (disclosed by his rela-
tives to us) that he recovered

from that stage.

* A first lady was operated
upon by me for a nerve com-
pression on one side and being
satisfied offered herself for op-

eration again when the mirror

image opposite side was affected

a year later.

* Another VVIP very recently

got operated upon here in spite
of vehement proposals for going

abroad for the operation. and is
back in perfect normal activity
now.

I take off mr hat to these
persons specially the last two
mentioned, for having so much
confidence in me and having
the surgery done by me here, al-
though they could have easily

gone abroad for their opera-

tions.

These are only a few of thou-
sands we have dealt with in our
department here in spite of
maﬂ handicaps. _

as, good news is no news,
So none of these excellent re-
sults ever came out in newspa-
pers. | take this opportunity to
r attention to one of

interviews of foreign ladies as
wives of Dhaka citizens. A Thai
lady when asked what she did

not like about Bangladesh she

answered that every
Bangladeshi thinks that any-

was in the middle of what we

cus. He was

started
eventually died from the effects
ot the series of convulsions and
his impaired lung function that
gave rise to "malignant brain
oedema” which was the ulti-
mate cause of death and not
‘continued haemorrhage’ which
was erroneously mentioned in
some of the newspapers.

not to justify anything but to
state facts, that [ had worked in
Britain for more than eleven
years as Registrar, Senior Reg-
istrar in two University de-
partments and a famous re-
gional centre (Bristol) and also
a Consultant
which is really the top
post in a speciality in Britain
except a few University Profes-
sors posts and I have managed
many cases like Lamba's in
Britain and was never ques-
tioned and if | had managed
Raman Lamba in Edinburgh in
exactly the same way | managed
him here in Dhaka no question
would have been raised.

Head of the Department of
rosurgery, IPGM&R J

thing Bangladeshi is not good
and this is what she did not like
about E!anF,ladeshis.

In conclusion [ would like to
say about Raman Lamba that it
is easy to say many things ret-
rospectively. Raman Lamba's
initial injury was serious but
not ]ethall. | am told that he was
initially taken to Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital, and he was
sent for a CT Scan examination
to a private clinic which was
quite in order (no government
hospital yet has a Scanner
though last year an MRI was in-
stalled in IPGM&R). May be the
condition of the emergency
ward in DMCH where Raman
Lamba would have been kept —
may be in an emergency bed in
the verandah — did not inspire
anybody to keep him there.
While in the private clinic even
the next day after the injury
from what | hear there was no
indication for surgery. It was
late in the following afternoon
when Lamba started to have a
series of convulsions (he was

already put on anticonvulsant
medications) that his condition
turned for the worse. [t was the
evening of 21st February when |
was already operating on a pa-
tient with a brain haemor-
rhage, news came to me that
Lamba is having convulsions
and I asked them to bring him
over immediately. He was al-
ready in our department when I
was still in operation theatre,
operating. When [ came out he

medically sai 'status epilepti-

aving convulsions
in the ambulance and vomited
and aspirated some vomitus
into the right lung which then
to malfunction. He

At the end | want to mention,

Neurosurgeon
most

The writer is Professor and
Neu-




