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Govt considering gas export
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. pipeline. This means the gov-
ernment could supply every
unit of gas for less than half a
dollar. On top of it, the pipeline
would remain a national prop-

ain, export through
ipeline would require
adesh to charge a very
high Fl"li:l: for gas. As the
model agreement, a loreign
company would accept nothin
less than the internationa
ce. So, after paying one dol-
ar ro to a pipeline builder
like Unocal, Bangladesh would
need to strike a deal with the
importer which should be at
least one dollar higher than the
international price to maintain
a break-even position. The cur-
rent bulk rate of gas in India is
1.7 dollar per unit.

High officials of the Energy
Ministry

istry argue that by exporting

gas, Enr'fladcah would not only
recover the huge losses to be in-

curred by purchasing gas from
foreign companies at interna-
tional price but also make
profit.

"The face of Bangladesh
would change if we could export
1000 mcflﬁs every day,” said
source in Finance Ministry.

But some leading economists
and experts oppose the idea.
They say although some short
;-pmorun; e ma?m 24

. in the long term
Bangladesh would be ag loser
since its gas reserve is far from
adequate to meet its own needs.
The current proven gas reserve
of 10 trillion cubic feet (tcf) will
run dry by 2015 at the current
rate of consumption. And the
export natural gas resources,
the country should have at least
a reserve of 30 TCF at its own
disposal.

1 “The face of Bi}ngl?dcsh Iwﬂl
change negatively if pipeline
ﬁaa export is allowed before we

ave an economically viable
big gas reserve,” said an oil and
gas expert of P a. "Be-
sides why should we resort to
pipeline export just to pay for-
eign companies? Was this the
purpose why we are inviting
priv%e investmenlt'_?" . ;

e uri)oac of gas explo-
ration E]Euu d initially ainl: at
helping our industries cme by
setting up gas base wer
plarits first. Theh we shduld
emphasise setting up fertiliser
factories and feeding house-
holds. And after ensuring a gas
reserve for at least 40 years of
consumption, we can think of

exporting gas through pipeline.”
said an adviser of a foreign oil
company.

e unmet demand for gas
in Bangladesh is so big that ex-
porting gas now would be a be-
traval to the people,” said a lo-
cal representative of another
foreign oil company. "Only 15
per cent of the country's popu-

and the Finance Min-

lation is now getting power.
That too is irregular due to
short supply of gas. Think

about the 85 per cent power-de-
prived people. Think how better
supply ol gas and power can
change our economy and the
lives of the individual. Gas ex-
port cannot be a substitute for
utilisation of gas for the local
sectors.”

Economist Dr Omar Haider
Chowdhury told The Daily Star,
"Gas is not a fuel as such, it has
many alternative usages. There
I1s no sign in sight that new en-

technology will be econom-
ically viable. We have to con-
sider gas export very carefull
because the domestic demand is
already rising quickly and will
rise manifold in the future, but
the gas reserve is limited."

e further said, Gas will not
last as long as we thought be-

One arrested
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she took liquid food yesterday.

Meanwhile, police also ar-
rested seven others during raids
in and around the locality
throughout the day yesterday.
They were held under Section
54 for interrogation. Police
produced two of them before the
CMM's Court ypesterday praying
for five days remand.

The Investigating Officer (IO)
of the case, Sub-Inspector
Alauddin, tried to talk with the
victim at the DMCH yesterday
evening. But the 10 could not
record her statement as the girl
was still in a traumatised state.

Police were interrogating
Mizan who did not confess to
his involvemnent in the rape in-
cident till filing of this report
last night. Police said Mizan,
an unemployed man, had three
wives.

Police said Mizan was ar-
rested on the basis of some se-
cret information from reliablé
police sources. But it was yel
premature to confirm his in-
volvement in the rape until the
victim was completely recov-
erl'_jed and could identify the cul-
prit.

PCP faction
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fire.

The damaged bus was later
removed from the road by the
army with the help of a crane as
some vehicles of security force
were stranded there.

The PCP pickets also
snatched documents from the
driver of another passenger bus

lyinﬁ at Baibonchhara under

anchhari thana of Khagrach-
hari at around 1 pm, local
sources said.

Besides, the activisis of
PCP's splinter faction staged
demonstration at Maliranga
%nd other places of Khagrach-

ari.

“ing

fore. We must be careful in our
effort to jack up foreign reserve
by expurlin% gas. This can as
well result in 'Dutch Disease’
syndrome. We should see
whether internal value addi-
tion in industrial sectors is
more worthwhile by using gas."

Dr Chowdhury noted, "In-
stead of thinking of short term
profit, we should look at alter-
native uses of gas. At the cur-
rent level of reserve, it would
not be wise to export gas. It
could be considered only if fur-
ther reserves are discovered.”

A Petrobangla expert said,
“The primary purpose of invit-

oreign cnmf)aniea was
never gas export. It was to re-
build the gas sector which is
now on the verge of collapse.”

But the decision-makers say
that there is no point in sitting
over a pile of natural resource
in the form of ener?-. They say
that with new developments in
the :ntrﬁr sector, the form of
energy changes and a natural
resource may no longer remain
s0. They point out that coal was
once the only energy source. But
now many countries do not
even extract coal because alter-
native energy sources have been
found. Similarly, if we do not
quickly utilise gas, develop-
ments in the future may make it
a redundant natural resource as
well.

But energy experts differ
with this view. The Daily Star
talked with a number of BUET
teachers on this issue. They
said even if the world goes nu-
clear or solar in future,

sh would have the edge
over others because gas is
cheaper than those forms of en-
ergy and at the same time envi-
ronment friendly, unlike coal.

"We are simply going to
commit suicide by austing
our gas reserve through export,

one expert said.

Woman’s body

recovered

By Staff Correspondent

Police recovered a body of
about 25-year-old woman from
inside a tailoring shop at
Sharna Prasad Lane in the old
city yesterday afternoon.

Sutrapur police could not

identify the body till last night.
The body bore several stab in-

juries, police said.

The motive behind the
killing could not be known
immediately. Police suspected
she was killed Friday night.

Police recovered the body
from the tailoring shop at about
5:30 pm yeslﬂmt;ga . None, how-
ever, was arrested in this con-
nection till filing of this report
last night.

The body was sent to Mitford
Hospital morgue for autopsy. A
case was lodged with Sutrapur
thana late last night.
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able that barring a few, all the
courts across the country do not
start the trial process timely,”
he said.

Depicting a grim
functioning of the courts and
delay in disposal of cases, Sha-
habuddin said, judges used to
complain that lawyers do not
attend the court timely while
lawyers make counter com-
plaints. "Some judges work for
some time, then leave the court
and do not turn up during the
whole day,” he added.

He said a cordial relation
and cooperation is needed for
proper functioning of the court.
Sometimes, despite cordial re-

Mother, son killed

in Sitakunda
road accident

CHITTAGONG, Mar 21: A

mother and her son were killed

when a Chit -bound bus
hit them at Eaﬁrhat under

Sitakunda thana on Dhaka-
Chitlag;sng highway today, re-
ports BSS.

Another son of the woman
was also critically injured as

the bus hit the three while they

were walking down the road.
Nur Khatoon, 30, and her

son Shamsuddin 3, died on the
spot while Kutubuddin, 5, was

admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

Occidental
From Page 1

tation with a | expert.

The legal expert has now de-
clined to work with Petro-
bangla as “upholding Bang-

ladesh’s interest” is 'no longer
list." Sources

in the priority
said that a number of amend-

ment proposals have already
a.ﬂg-d but now those

been dr
would be shelved.

The draft amendments in-
cluded increase of B
share in the PSC from the pre-
sent 77.5 per cent (for discov-
ered gasfields) to 80 to 85 per
cent and inclusion of

Petrobangla's exploration wing

BAPEX as a partner of Occiden-

tal on "carried interest” basis.
Occidental has been lobby-
ing for 'quick and favourable'
exiension of the PSC which ex-
on Jan

PS5C's minimum work obliga-
tions.

It recently held a meeting
with two ministers and a state
minister at a commercial place
in the city in this connection.

While Occidental's operation
in the blocks 13 and 14 had
been very poor. its negligent
Bfrfurmante while drilling the

agurchhara well in June last
year led to an losion. dam-
aging natural resources worth

- hundreds of crores of taka.

picture of

adesh's

| 11 because the
S company could not fulfil the

| President: Faith in court

lations between them, cases are
not disposed of quickly due to
frequent adjournments.
eferring to holiday in
higher courts, the President
said the number of holidays are
more than required. Supreme
Court enjoys holiday for 90
days a year in addition to 20
days government holidays. Be-
sides, there are unscheduled
holidays because of hartal,
strike etc. But court holidays in

ncighhuuﬂni India and Pak-
istan are half of that in
B adesh.

e said when he was the
Chief Justice, he had discussed
the matter with his colleagues
time and again to reduce the
number of holidays, but none

The President ted that
the 90 days of holiday should be
reduced to 60 days considering
the volume of ing cases and
deterioration of law and order
situation.

About the appointment of
judges in the High Court Divi-
sion, he said it has not yet been
done for a long time. Despite the
handing over of the old High
Court building to the Supreme
Court four ago to raise the
number of ches, not a
bench was set up there, he ]

Referring to the writ petition
which is on increase, the Presi-
dent said after giving the in-
teritn orders following filin
the writ, it is the obligation o
the court to dispose the matter
speedily. But the matter is left
over the vears. he said.

The President said the court
should apply Its extraordinary
jurisdiction of interim order
under special circumstances.
Indiscriminate application of it
may lead to serious complica-
tion in the administrative sys-
tem.

The government court offi-
cers have a t responsibility
in this . But the President
noted, they are not seen active
on many occasions.

It must be remembered that a
writ petition is not a suit or an
appeal and it is not compulsory
to use the writ . It is
merely a discretionary r,
Justice Shahabuddin said.

He said experienced I’udgcs
and lawyers should involve
themselves in writ cases con-
sidering socio-economic condi-

tion, need of the time and the
interest and security of the
5.‘m!bl‘t?l'l President also suggesied
e
close monit of judicial ac-
tivities at lower courts. Judges
of the Supreme Court should
frequently go for inspection,
submit their report and take
reventive steps against irregu-
arities.

Later, President Shahabud-
din handed over 'Silver Jubilee
Award to Advocate Sabita Ran-
an Paul and Barrister Asrarul

ussain who have contributed a
lot to the lega} profession in
their long career.

JS session
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Paurashava (amendment) Bill,
1998. The bill has proposed in- |

troduction of 'one ward, one

commissioner' system, instead

of the present system of electing
three commissioners from one

ward

If the proposed legislation is -
arliament, a ward -

adopted in
would be divided into three
wards. The bill has also pro-
posed one reserved seat for
women from every three wards.

The parliamentary standing
committee on the l-jialth Min-
istry would submit its report on
a bill seeking renaming of the
IPGMR after the name of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, while the parliamen-
tary committee on Finance
Ministry would place a report
on a bill mklnﬁ enhancement
of the salary and allowances of
the Comptroller General.

Trade fair ends
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ground. Besides, compa-
nies have been given trophies
for National Flower Show '98,

The winners were: Otobi
Limited, Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation, Monno Ceramics,
Tanin Marketing Corporation,
Rangs Group. Micro Electronics
Ltd, Square Tolletries, Quasem
Group, Asian Textile Mills, Su-

Door, Pol Group,

ume Chemical Industries,
Fu Wang Ceramic Industry,
Taiwan, Talchi Company,
Japan, Kwang Sia Pte, Singa-
pore. Electrium Dorman Smith,
UK Co Ro Food, Denmark and

l Mobil Corporation, USA.

| 40 lakh blind people in country

By Staff Correspondent

There are about 40 lakh
blind people in the country.

This was disclosed at the
fifth biennial national conven-
tion of SNEDS held yesterday
l!;ltl; BIRDEM auditorium in the
city.

Speakers at the convention
said that Sandhani National
Eye Donation Society (SNEDS)
was making its best efforts to
restore eye sight of many
through cornea grafting and
other fprnccdurta. But due to
lack of vital equipment and ac-
cessories like operating micro-
scope and eye , its activi-

Poisonous gas
inside reserve

tank kills one

By Staff Correspondent
A day-labourer was killed
and another fell unconscious

after they got inside an under-
ﬁround reserve tank of an un-
e

r-construction building at
Aram under Pallabi
in the city gut:rday.

Police identified the dead as

Khorshed Alam, 25, son of Abu
Bakar. The other person,
Mozammel Huque, 26, who be-
came unconscious was admitted
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).
Brigade sources and

lice suspected that the in t
occurred due to poisonous gas
inside the tank.

ties were being hampered. th
; - pe €y
"Due to lack of optisol solu-
tion, donated eyes cannot be
Ertacrw:d for more than six
ours. Whereas, with the solu-
tion, transplanted eyes can be
ﬁreacrved for as long as 14

ours,” one speaker noted.

ALCWC
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She was a bit critical of min-
isters for 'not informing’ when-
ever thing developed and asked
them to increase their effi-

ci:ﬁ.
en some members raised
the issue of power supply in the
coun the AL president ex-
pr the hope that by the end
of 1998, things would much
better than what it was now.
Coming to organisational
matters, the C resolved to
overcome stagnancy in party
activities and decided that
members of the council of min-
isters as well as senior part
leaders must interact Wlﬂ] A{
workers and visit the Ccen-
tral office. Ministers would re-
sume the "Meet-the-Party Wor-

kers" p mme from March
28, ttwar:ﬁz?:ided

Besides, detailed tour pro-
ammes would be chal out
or senior y leaders after

the Eid-ul-Azha, the meeting
resolved.

ALCWC decided to observe
the Ind Day on March
26 in a befitting manner.

|

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF NAME OF
BANGLADESH TOBACCO COMPANY LIMITED

Notice is hereby given to all concerns that Bangladesh Tobacco
Company Limited (BTC) has changed its name to British American
Tobacco Bangladesh Company Limited after complying with all legal
formalities . Prior approval has been obtained from the Registrar, Joint
Stock Companies. All concerns are advised to correspond with this
Company in its new name.

Incidentally, it may be mentioned here that in view of change of name
from Bangladesh Tobacco Company Limited to British American
Tobacco Bangladesh Company Limited, no person can use or apply for
registration of any company in the former name of this Company.

(Rafique-Ul Huq, Barrister-at-Law )
For, BRITISH AMERICAN TOBACCO
BANGLADESH COMPANY LIMITED
(Formerly Bangladesh Tobacco Company Limited)

BRITISH AMERICAN

TOBACCO
BANGLADESH

---...
B

o

a,, Bangladesh Tobacco Company
will now be known as British American Tobacco Bangladesh.
This is part of a global unification programme.
The new corporate signature reflects and projects the benefits of a unified organisation:
A flag to rally around as we look into a future filled with promise, for our company and our industry.
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