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friend, a Dhaka University

lady, the mother of one of the spouses and the au-
torickshaw driver.

time comes from the obnoxious
the DU students to the accident.
vate vehicles and raised a road blockade forcing
people who had nothing to do with the mishap to
sufter. Does it behove anyone, far less educated
people?
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Vajpayee in Office

‘With the induction of BJP-led coalition govern-

ment in India under the premiership of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee the intense speculations building for the

st couple of week following the inconclusive poll

results have come to an end. Although he will have
to be confirmed in his position by next Friday's
vote of confidence in the Lok Sabha he looks more
or less set to cross that hundle for three reasons.
First, after prolonged deliberations in their camps
the Congress and United Front have decided to sit
in the opposition. Any dramatic departure from
their chosen-path is not to be expected, not at least
at this stage. Secondly, none of the political parties
would savour the prospect of another mid-term
election which might yield yet another hung par-
liament. Who knows? They may be politicking in-

nsely to make the most of the situation but

hardly even consciously try to precipate another
snap poll which could cost eight to ten thousand
crore rupees. So, in a way, the craving of the Indian
people for stability is likely to influence the Indian
politician to allow a certain arrangement to last

r sometime. Thirdly, abstentions among some

smaller regional parties from Friday's vote of con-
fidence could save Vajpayee.

BJP's ascension to power has been helped by a

certain moderation of its previously avowed
rightwing policies and its give-us-a-chance-and-
see appeal to the electorate. True to this disposi-
tional mould BJP along with its partners has just
announced their common national programme
which is meaningfully silent on Ram Mandir and
amendment to article 370. Even the issue of uni-
form civil code is not on a burner. The programme

committed to furthering free market economy
troduced in 1990 with the proviso that it will

have 'a human face'. BJP's ‘economic nationalisa-
tion' sets a limit to foreign investment in the in-
frastructure sector including electronic media and
seeks to promote the interest of indigenous indus-
tries. Its decision to review the nuclear policy was
only expected. On the use of nuclear weapon it is
kKeeping the alternative option open. With BJP's
heavy reliance on regional parties, the states are
likely to enjoy a greater power.

Atal Bibhari Vajpayee has not only promised to

implement the Ganges Water Treaty but also im-
prove on it to yield greater dividends to neigh-
bourly relations. India has a very large economy
and it can only benefit from free trade in the region
so that the regional trade barriers are expected 10
come down.

Our felicitations to Vajpayee government.

Tragic and Edifying

In a city of almost immobile traffic, thanks to

the ubiquitous hold-ups, fatal accidents seldom oc-
cur. Denizens of Dhaka have come to view this as a
that blessing in disguise. Never mind that their -
hackles are up for the sheer tension of close shaves
with dangerously negotiating vehicles and the con-
stant sputtering of noxious gases hanging on to the
dusts blown all around.

On Thursday our luck ran out on the non-fatal

streak. For there at the Kataban crossing five peo-
ple died when a truck hit an autorickshaw in one of
the most tragic road accidents todate within the
city limits.

The casualties were a newly-wed couple, their
student, a middle aged

It's a pity the truck driver sped out of sight with

complete impunity — through all those jammed
streets — with no police vehicle giving it any chase
at all. We would have thought the walkie-talkie
were there to relay information for necessary ac-
tion. It was a morning hour on a working day when
the traffic was helpfully slow to apprehend the cul-
prit. What is police patrol for if it cannot spot and
catch a fleeing killer?

It is time such arrangements are made and made

fool-proof, too, along the lines these are provided
for in other metropolises.

The second lesson we learn for the umpteenth
reaction shown by
They damaged pri-

We send our condolences to the bereaved {ami-

lies and demand that the culprits be tracked down
and punished.

W ater Crisis

[t is not summer yet but the scarcity for water in

the city has already reached crisis point. Areas in
the older part of the city are suffering and Gendaria
seems to be the worst affected of them all. The eri-
sis at Gendaria, however, has very
touted shortage of surface water. According to the
reports published in the newspapers so far, a me-
chanical fault is behind
denizens. It all started when one of WASA's deep
tubewells in that area conked out. And it looks like
people of that area will have to put up with this for
quite some

the tubewell being fixed soon. Driven by despera-

little do with the

the jeremiad of Gendaria's

time more because there is no sign of

on, people there are resorting to illegal connec-
ons from the main line through electric motors.

Interestingly, WASA employees themselves are
counselling people to ‘suck’ water from the main

ELE

We feel the water supply authorities are making
mockery of their role. First they have failed to

meet city dwellers’ demand for water, secondly a
group of them are actively
their own good. We can't

abetting systems loss for

help feeling WASA has

een using all this talk about shortage in surface

water to camouflage its own managerial and main-
tenance inefficiency. What are its engineers for if
they can't fix a mechanical fault in time? It is the
reign of mismanagement and corruption in WASA
which is affecting city dwellers more than the
shortage of surface water. Unless this den of cor-
ruption is dismantled and given to the private sec-
tor for proper running, things will not look up. The
process has begun but badly lacks in pace. We de-
mand the government to give it a decisive push. It
should remember agencies like WASA are telling

n its governance profile.
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- men in authority

Price of Rice: L

FTER a short spell of
A}lpward trend, the prices of

ice has finally started
falling_ down. It is said that, in
Bangladesh, prices of rice
generally determine the tone of
politics and so political heat
swept the cuunh&r when prices
were going up and up. However,
the peak price of rice
experienced recently was lower
than the peak price witnessed
during the earlier regime. That
should provide the ruling party
with shields of argument to pro-
tect itself from BNP-led lashes
in Lthe spree.

The most pertinent question
that looms large with rice
]?{Eitcﬁ hovering around, say,

. 11-12 at present is: can this
lower price be sustained in fu-
ture? Mentionably, when the
prices were soaring high, two
important factors helped cause
the downswing. First, the Open
Market Sales (OMS) operation
efficiently orchestra by the
government contributed to
easing the pressure — to a large
extent. Second. arrivals of rice
from India — through legal or
illegal channels also dictated
the total domestic availabilit
of rice. So, arguably, if E}Mg’
stops at anytime or Indian rice
fails to travel in time into
Bangladesh, rice prices are
likely to shoot up again to
steam the heat. However, let us

am not sure what to call

I her: Maria, (not her real
name), or Tania

(presumably her real name?).

I am not sure what the media
are playing at either. They call
her Maria (not her real name)
one day, Tania the next day and
sometimes Maria and Tania on
the very same day.

And like most other people
who have read about the case, |
am not sure who has raped the
little girl called Maria or Tania.

But there is one thing I am
quite sure of: We are an insensi-
tive bunch of people with very
little understanding of what
rape actually means to a victim.

If you think I am being
melodramatic, just hear me out.

The alleged rape of Maria
comes to our notice week before
last. It is Wednesday March
11th, in fact, when the first
news reports appear, telling us
how a five or a six year old girl
has been found staggering out of
a toilet in the CMM's Court in
Dhaka in the afternoon with
blood streaming down her
limbs. She has apparently been
raped, though no one is sure by
whom.

The news reports, graphic as
they might have been, are effec-
tive in raising a major hue and
Ccry among activists as well as
ordinary members of the pub-
lic. We are shaken to the core at
the bestiality of the incident,
especially in view of the rising
incidence of violence against
women and child sexual abuse
in this country. Furthermore,
we are outraged at the fact that
our children are being raped by
who, in turn,
are not being brought to book.

But does all of the above give
us the right to blatantly print
photographs of the innocent
child victim?

Granted, the first photo-
graph masks the face of the vic-
tim. Nevertheless. the very fact
that it has been taken and
printed is cause for grave con-
CEerITl.

You may have seen it too. It
appears on Wednesday March
11th. in at least one national
daily. There she is, a limp body
of a child, with her face blacked
out, her limbs somewhat
akimbo, being carried to a wait-
ing vehicle. The caption reads
as follows: "The little girl vio-
lated by an unidentified person
is being taken to a hospital.”

Tell me, what kind of a per-
son takes a camera and shoots
an image of a child. moments,
minules, or even hours after she
has been raped?

Would you allow someone (o
take photographs of yourself, or
your child, if God forbid, one of

Infbnnuh:tingr'icepoﬁcies,;;umdtabalamthe interest of the two opposing groups: producers and con-
sumers. As far as rice policy is concerned, you always have to walk along the thin rope,
as in a circus, and a slight imbalance could seriously hurt, if not kill, you.

present some hard facts per-
taining to the present as well as
upcoming rice supply situation
to help arm our policy makers
with some cautionary notes.
The price of paddy is, report-
edly now being sold at, Tk.
BBgfmaund (Tk. 9/kg) in differ-
ent places. Including processing
and other costs, rice would have
to be priced at Tk. 15-16/kg. In
other words, the market is wait-
ing in the wings to signal a rise
in price unless government
starts OMS to put out the fire.
There is, of course, some hopes
hovering around the boro and
wheat crops — the dry season
crops — in the field. It is being
assumed that if the dry season
production, by the grace of

Almighty. goes up, prices may
fall in two months. € CONncern
is whether our tations are

going to be fulfilled — or not.
Because the price of paddy is
high, more lands are expected to
be under boro cultivation and
given an undisturbed water
supply, output would be higher.
But the cloudy sky that pre-
vailed during the season could
put a brake on increased output.
As we all know, normally cloud
free sky helps more output

through increasing photosyn-
thesis efficiency. Unfortu-
nately, that did not happe
ear. What about wheat output?
es, hopes should run high in
the wake of robust plants stand-
ing in the fields. But farmers
tend to tell a different story. It
is that the same cloudy, foggy

n this

danger larking on the horizon.
As reported in this column sev-
eral times, the international
market for rice is very thin ac-
counting for only four per cent
(say. 16 lakh tons) of the total
rice produced in the world. This
year, Indonesian already plans
to purchase 7 lakh tons — al-

Beneath the Surface

by Abdul Bayes

-

days had adversely affected
wheat grain weight to kill the
potential yield. For the same
reason, mustard and lintels
production saw a set back this
year.

On the international front,
prospects of increased rice
availability are not bright ei-
ther. It is reported that the ab-
normal weather worldwide due
to al nino effect had its percep-
tible influence on rice output.
That would cause a rise in world
price of rice. There is another

most half of the market produce
— and already they have
shipped home 2-3 lakh tons. So,
a short availability in the mar-
ket led by Indonesia buying
spree cold cause prices to shoot
up. The increa rice price in
the international market then
would constrain imports by

needy countries like
Ban’l%adesh,
e deliberations made

above seem to fingure at only
one conclusion: rice prices can-
not be maintained at Tk. 11-

12/kg. Due to the occurrences of
money exogenous factors, no
government, perhaps, could
auger well in keeping rice prices
so low. The government should,
instead of being panicky. be
to accept the hard fact

that rice prices are likely to rise
to, say, Tk. 15-16 kg in the event
that our assumptions regarding
Eu:i'g and wheat output do not
o d. Again, the govern-
ment g?]%uldﬂrgmt, in the %ntcn:st
of its own sake, clear up its
stocks through OMS. Such
emergency steps should be
shelved for pre-election years
or months. At the moment, few
shots of rising rice price should
not shake the government. In
other words, the ruling party
Awami League should not ex-
haust all its cards to play with
during the rainy season that it
might have to ?ra le with (we
mean, during e n year). But
be careful that the peak price of
rice during this regime is not

above the peak price during the
earlier me. That wou a
comparison to cry for lowering
prices.

We would like to finish this
episode by reiterating one
point. Lower prices of rice, no

Maria Deserves More From Us

Themm&hhumﬁtm&ofmmqmmmﬁenuﬁawﬂhwbmhmm;m

you were ever raped?

Even if the girl's face has
been blacked out — indeed, be-
cause it has been blacked out —
what is the point of the photo-
graph? It does not inform, nor
inspire; it does not add to the
public's pool of knowledge in
any way, it does not make us
feel any more outraged than we
already are feeling.

What the photograph does
achieve, in fact, is an unneces-
sary invasion of the privacy of
an individual (and a minor at
that), exposing to the public eye
her moment of vulnerability
and possibly adding to the hu-

miliation which she has al-
ready undergone as the victim
of sexual assault and abuse.

To take or print any photo-
graph of a rape victim is a
senseless, careless exercise. in-
dicating a serious lack of un-
derstanding about the crime of
violence called rape.

In order to understand rape,
one must genuinely and com-
pletely accept that Maria or
Tania, whatever her name
might be. is the victim not the
culprit; and she has not asked
to play this 'starring’ role, as it
were, at the centre of a crime

. which is attracting national in-
v {erest.

- She is not a celebrity. She is
not an animal in a cage, up for
display at the media's whim.
She is the victim of a violent
and abusive act which attempts
to degrade and humiliate both
the body and the spirit of its
victim,.

A primary responsibility of
those who believe they have a
moral obligation towards a
rape victim is to ensure that
once the rape has been commit-
ted, the victim is not exposed,
violated, abused or 'raped’ over
and over again. This includes
recognising, where possible
mitigating, and/or eliminating
the invasive nature of the pro
cesses of examination, ques-
tioning and public scrutiny to
which the victim is often sub-
jected.

If we really care about her,
we ought to do what we can to
Prﬂtt‘l‘l‘l her identity and guard
ler mtegrity as a person.

Which is what at least one
national daily tries to do. This
very newspaper, in fact, makes
a determined attempt to ensure
little Maria (not her seal name)
does get the protection that she
deserves. Reports in The Daily
Star use a pseudonym to iden-
tity the victim, presumably

Wanted coad-breaker

Sir, The life and security of
workers and the visiting pa-
tients with their attendants to
Savar Gonoshasthaya Hospital
situated half-a-mile between

Bangladesh National Mau-
soleum and Nayarhat Bazar
along Shahid-Rafique-Jabber
Avenue at Savar are threatened
for lack of road-breakers on
the road from two sides. The
speeding vehicles of all descrip-
tions, in particular the Killer
trucks, pass the hospital road
sites at a very high speed
threatening passersby and road
crossers from GK and opposite
side of the road. The situation is
made precarious and deadly
when tEe speeding vehicles vie
for overtaking in front of the
GK entrance gate and road-side
crossing by the outdoor pa-
tients.

Not long ago just on March 2
by 4 pm, a coaster hit the rick-
shaw in front of the GK Hospital
killing the rider — a woman (34)
and the puller on the spot. It is
unfortunate that the concerned

overnmental authorities have
ong been neglecting the issue
of road-breaker and warning of
horn use sign before this Hospi-
tal on the road-side. Yet on
March 3 by 2pm an attendant
male member of a patient under
treatment at Savar
Gonoshasthaya Kendra Hospi-
tal was killed on the spot when
a speeding vehicle (coaster) ran
over him while crossing the
road opposite to Hospital Gate.,
Will the authorities concerned
do the needful?

MA Rub
PR Officer,

Gonoshasthya
Kendua, Dhaka

FDI and economic
diplomacy

Sir, The AL government un-
der the leadership of PM
Sheikh Hasina, since from the
first day of taking charge, has
noticeably been found lu%)e very
much enthusiastic in wooing
FDI. Especially, the eloquent
PM realising the dire need for
the faster &eveln ment of our
economy, has rightfully chosen
the path of wooing FDI. And we
know that more inflow of FDI
always brings more benefit for
a developing economy like ours.

Moreover, the present dete-
riorating context of world aid
environment also necessitated
us to endeavour our every con-
certed efforts in fetching FDI.
And in achieving so, the gov-
ernment in the meantime had
undertaken several steps for
attracting FDI, in confidence.
In drawing the foreigners' at-
tention the government's listed
steps are: loreign ownership
without limit, generous tax hol-
idays, legal protection, capital,
gain and profit repatriation fa-
cilities, residency permits to
toreign experts, reactivation of
BOI and finally streamlining
the economic activities of our
foreign missions abroad.

It is believed that without
the concerted efforts by our
diplomatic officials we cannot
boost the inflow of FDI in any
expected manner. As such every
success in this regard depends
upon their every econornic in-
telligence and dealings abroad.

Unfortunately, our diplo-
matic missions abroad are yet
to show this desired diligence.

Md Muhibbul Abrar Choudhury
Chittagong.

hoping that this will protect her
from unwanted attention.

But having taken this un-
doubtedly commendable step,
both this newspaper as well as
other newspapers fall flat on
their faces with the most glar-
ing of blunders: not only do
they disclose the little girl's real
name to be Tania. (I assume

while a bunch of men in uni-
form — complete strangers to
her — hang about and peer at
her, and a gracious lady, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
strokes her head. We cannot see
the man, but one can safely as-
sume that at least one other
S e man points a camera in
her direction and records the

Coming Home . . . 3%
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that is her real name?) but hor-
ror of horrors, in the days
which ioilcw the first reports of
the crime, the media proceeds to
rrint front page. clear as day-
ight photographs of the victim!

When | see the morning pa-
pers on Friday March 13th, |
cannot believe my eyes. Am 1
the only one, | wonder, who is
shocked and dismayed — and

baffled?

There she is, little Maria
(not her real name), lying in a
lagge hospital bed, looking
quite bewildered and unhappy.

pathetic image for posterity.

One national daily, inciden-
tally, prints the photograph in
full colour on their front page,
together with the amazing
howler of a caption that says
that Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is ‘fondling’ the rape
victim.

But the caption is hardly the
roblem. In my view, the prob-
em is that firstly, we cannot

justify publishing photos of a
riﬁc victim on the front or any
other pages of our newspapers —

no mratter what.

be give ntouicﬁmnjluﬂeandmaiamemm;h&audﬂiﬂHzm minors.

There ought to be a law
against it and it ought Lo be en-
forced. Furthermore, with or
without the law, in any case,
there ought to be a strict moral
code of behaviour a upon
among the media with regard to
the treatment to be given to vic-
tims of rape and sexual abuse —
including, and especially for,
minors,

My second point is that if the
media truly wishes to function
as the conscience of the country,
to initiate and encourage a
much needed agenda for social
action, and to create an envi-
ronment in which public opin-
ion can be mobilised into a col-
lective movement to stop vio-
lence against women, and the
sexual abuse of our women and
our children — if the media
truly wishes to play this part, it
must lead by example.

There is no earthly justifi-
cation for the media to run any

photos of any ra victims
whatsoever, even if the victim
is being visited by the Very Im-

rtant People of this country,
In the Case of Maria (not her
real name), there is a visit by
the Prime Minister; then, natu-
rally, a visit by the Leader of the
{}E ition. Both events get top
billing in our papers, though

ow vs High Pressures

doubt, benefit consumers but, at
the sametime, it also hurts pro-
ducers. By providing people
with a ch rice today, you
are in fact, robbing them of the
same opportunity next year. Be-
cause, at such low prices, farm-
ers would lose ineentive to grow
more rice and thus-contribute to
a price hike. Let us remember
the debacle in last amen pro-
duction. Was it solely due to
drought as espoused by the gov-
ernment? Perhaps not. It was
partly due to the lower padd

Frlccs that farmers had to -
ow the year before [which
forced them to stay away from
amon production. is borne
by the fact t[l:]ﬁtty in lﬂﬂﬁggf
amon season -September],
total fertilizer intaﬂk; was 11
per cent lower than previous
year's. So, in formulating rice
policies, you need to balance the
interest of the two opposing
groups: producers and con-
sumers. As far as rice policy is
concerned, you always have to
walk along thin rope, as in a
circus, and a slight imbalance
could seriously hurt, if not kill,
you. Let us face the low and high
pressures in the rice market ju-

- diciously so that the boat is not

rocked. :

(The writer feels grateful to .
Dr Mahabub Hossain of IRRI for
providing some valuable in-
sights.) :

the former gets the front and
the latter the back page).

I am not saying that VIPs
should not show an interest in
the plight of little Maria or
other rape victims. On the con-
trary, I eve that the impor-
tant le of our land, espe-
cially our politicians, ought to
do much more. They ought to
spend more time pesources
getting our’ children off the
streets; they ought to make sure
that convicted rapists are pun-
ished; they ought to make sure
that the law is enforced; they
ought to make sure the poor and
the weak are not exploited by
the rich and the pewerful.

What | am saying, however,
is that | am disa ted at
them all — at our and our
media, both of whom ought to
have shown complete respect
for the rights of a little girl who
has been :

Even if a visit to her bedside
presents a nice little photo op,
the v:dri Important People of
Bangladesh ought to resist the
temptation to promote them-
selves — for a . Failing
which, (for alas, politicians
will be politicians, -right?), the
media ought to be more circum-

If we really care about the
little child who has been raped,
please let us leave her alone. Let
us try to treat her just as we
would-have treated our own. "'/

-ﬁ—

] Afghanistan Deserves an Enli ghteﬁed

Constitutional Government

by Dr. F. H Chowdhury

The Talebans should open up the country to the outsiders, allow aid agencies to

mxﬁ,mtﬁwvignpmﬁmm_iftﬂthmmiqqugethyﬁwdi&mﬂhﬁgm

OVIET Russia invaded
Alghanistan in 1979 in
support of her puppet

regime. Under intense
international pressure, they
were forced to pull their troops
out which began in 1988 and
was completed by Gorbachev in
1990. Russian occupation
resulted in massive exodus of
Afghan refugees into the
neighbouring countries of Pak-
istan and Iran which numbered
about 5 millions. Historically
this can be compared in its
magnitude with the flight of the
Bengalee population who took
temporary refuge in India in
1971, which was a sad part of
the birth of Bangladesh. An es-
timated staggering number of
10 million people migrated to
the neighbouring India on that
OCCasion.

Afghanistan's communist
regions hooded by Barbok
Kamel and Najibullah lasted as
the lame-duck constitutional
governments of the country for
another 18 months or so after
the Soviets had complied their
avocation. Most tragic fate
awaited its last Russian-backed
President Najibullah who had
taken sanctuary in the UN
compound; he was searched out
of the UN premises and was ig-
nominiously hanged and put on
public display by the victorious
Mujahedeens.

Afghanistan, a spectacularly
beautiful land-locked country,
bounded by Russia, Iran and
Pakistan. occupies a strategi-

cally important position in the
south Central Asia. A small
narrow corridor in the north-
east links it to China. The
British and the Russians fought
in the nineteenth century for
the domination of Afghanistan
for decades without success. Its
people are fiercely independent-
minded and they never allowed
themselves to be suhjulgated by
the colonial powers for long.
The munt‘ﬂv kept it to itself and
shunned all forms of moderni-
sation and consequently was
left behind times, 'l%l: good
Amanullah's reign ended with
his flight to Italy when he tried
to introduce modest reforms
affecting his subjects. Even
more recent attempts to intro-
duce similar reforms in health
and education by the King Zahir
Shah resulted in his abdication
aided by the Marxist-led politi-
cal upheaval which ended the
monarchy and the country then
became a republic.

Syed Mujtaba Ali, a
renowned Bangalee writer, in
his gifted travels, 'Home and
Abroad’'. narrated in his inim-
itable style the breath-taking
natural beauty of the land, its
beautiful people, their unique
hospilality, their laid-back
could-not-care-less nature and
yet intensely proud of their
tribal traditions, and also of its
hills and mountains and its
fruits and gardens. ten years of
Russian occupation had de-
stroyed much of the country, its
infrastructure, its roads and

bridges, its agriculture and
sadly its tiny industrial base.
Even worse damage was in-
flicted by the opposing Muja-
hedeen groups enmeshed in the
internecine tribal warfare for
the occupation of the land. Hav-
ing defeated the mighty Rus-
sians, 'the Holy warriors' got
embroiled in the suicidal war of
tribal supremacy. They com-
pletely lost sight of their main
objective which was to rebuild
their coun that was com-
pletely savage by the Russian
occupying forces.

In the end, the opposing
Afghan leaders were able to
agree a power-sharing formula
which of course did not work as
the sitting President Rabbani
refused to hand over the rein of

wer to the party next in the
ine of inheritance. More in-
trigues and skirmishes between
the opposing groups followed
finally allowing the tactful
Talebans to move in as the
lesser evil. The Talebans fought
heroically, and within a matter
of weeks, occupied more than
two-thirds of tlEe country and
set up the most reactionary gov-
ernment in the history of
Alfghanistan.

The Afghan war produced
some of the brightest strategists
and the tacticians in the his-
tory of guerrilla warfare in the
names of Masood Shah and
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. General
Dustom, a conventional soldier,
retreated to the north of the
country with his sizeahle

* their

following where he is still en-
trenched. Hekmatyar fled to
Iran after his coalition with
Masood disintegrated Hekmat-
var has now returned to Mazr-e-
Sharif and held out an olive
branch to his o ents with a
ﬁgﬂs to unite against the Tale-

Talebans opportunistic en-
try into the land and its occu-
pation of more than two-thirds
of the land is a striking mili-
tary gain for them. They have
not yet been able to form a con-
stitutional government recog-
nised by the international
community, although they are
the de facto Igovenm:ltnt of the
land. Their lack of experience
in running a country and their

pronouncements orn women and
their policy of k women

- indoors in veils have made

them unpopular at home and
abroad. Millions or Afghan
refugees are still abroad and the
circumstances are not con-
ducive for their return home
which has caused enormous
economic pressure on their host
countries and created an un-
manageable law and erder sit-

uation.
I'he Talebans should open

up the country to the outsiders,

ow aid agencies to ¢ out
humanitarian work,
grant foreign press free access
into the country to ventilate the
grievances of its suffering peo-
Fle. The country needs massive
oreign aid to rebuild itself after
the worst catastrophe in its his-

tory.
|

"One-stop, One-visit" Telephone Service

From press reports. it ap-
pears, on the eve of the an-
nouncement of the National
Telecom Policy, that the state
control over the main conven-
tional telephone system will be
enforced for the next 12 years
till the year 2010. In the earlier
phases. the copper telephone
service will be opened progres-
sively to the private sector in
the districts.

It means that the govern-
ment will continue to do tele-
phone business as one of the op-
erators retaining monopoly in
one segment, and also provide
opportunity for gathering tuto-
rial experience to the private
sector during the next decade.
The independent telecom regu-
latory body is being set up
[recent tender notices for the
purchase of vehicles, furniture
and airconditioners).

The firm grip on government

A Husnain

business is supposed to speed up
the issue of new telephone lines,
from the current waiting period

of two years (or, is it less?).
When the waiting period will be
reduced to a couple of weeks is a
closely guarded secret? The
‘telephone-on-demand’ facility
will be available from 20107
The whole projection situation
needs to be clarified for the con-
solation of several lakh new po-
tential subscribers waiting pa-
tiently during this decade of the
1990s.
Setting up new telephone
networks is a high-tech and ex-
ensive underta in%. involving
oreign investors in tie-ups
with local partners; hence the
guﬂstlnn of lack of experience
oes not arise, as seen in the
other developing countries.

Even under state control, the to-
tal initial r|::rr:nj~':w::1: funding has
to be met fr

om somewhere, in-
cluding the foreign exchange
component,

e efficiency of work or
business in the public sector is
well-known to the public, with
a long list of losing SOEs unable
to find buyers. The tinkle of the
telephone bell does not sound
very cheery.

It appears that the official
policy is a 'go-slow’ one (why
such strict security precau-
tions?), as far as the rapid de-
velopment of line telephone
service in the country is con-
cermed — in fact the line system
may be out of date soon in the

8. Meanwhile, thousands of
small private companies are of-
fering wayside telephone ser-

vice at rates which have not
been officiall confirmed
(unregulated?). The Card phone
system is under the control of

vested groups?

In addition to the back-
ground noted above, the gov-
ernment-controlled telephone
scrvice standard is abysmal.
Hence it is not unnatural that
this type of public complaints
continues to be aired in the
press. The transparency is
missing (a style with the pre-
sent regime?). The assurances
coming out of the Ministry
from time to time are not very
assuring in the negative envi-
ronment prevailing in this vi-
tal communication sector.

The public needs to be in-
formed clearly how and when to
get a new phone connection
within a month, through "one-
stop, one-visit' service, J




