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PM lays foundation stone

Armed Forces Medical
College to be open for all

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment is determined to en-
sure all types of modern medi-

formulate a complete health
policy is going on and medical
university has been set up to fa-
cilitate higher studies for the
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Housewife burnt
alive in N’ ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Mar 19: A
housewife was burnt alive while
her husband and a child suf-
fered serious burn injuries
when their hut at Chadmari
area of Fatullah thana caught
fire in the small hours of today.

The victim, Rahima Akhtar,

Trade fair concludes
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The month-long 7th Dhaka
International Trade Fair (DITF)
at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar will
conclude tomorrow.

The largest international
exhibition in the country was

was for the first time the gov-
ernment did not give any sub-
sidy to the Export Promotion
Bureau for organising the fair.
The Tk 3.78 crore ndi-
ture of the fair will be collected

in the country as it has no hysicians. "We're working sin-
ﬁa:r:enm wasle h-r}rd earned for- E:I?;I}F to reach hf:althcareg ser- 22, was burnt alive while her | Inaugurated by Pritne Minister as rent of the stalls, pavilions
efgn currency for treatment vices to all people of the coun- husband, Nazrul Islam, 35, and | Sheikh Hasina on February 22 and entry fees, said Faisal
SbrG i renor S LINB: try " their four-year-old son Rahim, | and it will be formally closed by ¥Ahmed "Chowdhury, vice
Finance Minister S AM S Kib- chairman of the EPB.

"We'e trying to build up an

Army chief Lt Gen Mus-

received grave injuries when
their shanty at the Chadmari

ria at a simple ceremony to-

He said the time limit of the

improved, disciplined and self- :

suﬁlcient ht‘:ﬂ]ﬂ?ﬂﬂl‘ﬂ system to Lﬁ}fﬁr Eﬁ,ﬂ’]‘é’{? "M;?E:jh E{;ﬁ slum caught fire at around 1 morrow. fair was not extended because
reach the services to the  spoke on the occasion am, police said. The family was On an average 50,000 people  the foreign participants did not
doorstep of the people,” she said : sleeping while the fire broke }I“TsiéﬂdFl}Tﬂ 7t éﬂtﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂl agree to it.

laying the foundation of the out. ade Fair eve ay, organis- :
layin Stalemate at olics s thé s iy have | ers said, Exnibiors mam 1a  Vegetable prices

Forces Medical College
at Dhaka Cantonment in tﬁe
mnrning.

The Prime Minister said the
armed forces is a disciplined
institution, and the physicians
from this medical college will
be able to contribute to national
health system after meeting the
demands of the force.

The Armed Forces Medical

BUET

continues

Star Report

The stalemate at the BUET
continued yesterday.

Meanwhile, witnesses said
some teachers yesterday heck-
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Tempo drivers barricaded Agargaon road for three hours after a group of extortionists beat
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originated from a lamp while
local people apprehended that
the shanty might have been set
on fire as a sequel to enmity.
Injured Nazrul and his son
were sent to a hospital in

Dhaka.

Vajpayee

Fnuntries participated in the
air,

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed.
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim and Labour
and Manpower Minister Abdul
E'Iannan visited the fair yester-

ay.

Expressing satisfaction over
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on March 1. Salt price which
had doubled, has now come
down Tk 10 to 12.

Potato was selling at Tk 5 to
8 per kg. 'High breed potato’ was
cheaper than the 'Bogra Potato'.

Prices of tomato, papaya,
and green leafs showed a stead

College, likely to commence its  led students and tried to pro- up some tempo drivers at Farmeate area terd —Star photo the performance of this year's rise. Tomato was selling at
academic activities in 1999, voke them when they “El:re P i BAE AIERXERRE0y: P From Page 1 trade fair, Tofael Ahmed told lﬁmtut ,II.?: FE:I; klg4 eaterd?r
will be both for the members of dur- [= -~ Former Co ss ministers | this correspondent that this 28aIns 0 ast week.

the armed forces and for the
public,

Hasina said the Army Medi-
cal Corps have earned national
reputation for its professional
skill and extending improved
healthcare service,

peacefully demonstratin
ing a strike called by the All
Party Students Unity.

The sirike was called to
press home the demand for a
separate aptitude test for archi-
tecture admission seekers as

Migrants file
discrimination
suit against

Hanit should resign: Abbas

Demand for Metropolitan

RangaraLan P Kumaraman-
am, who joined BJP just be-
ore the elections, and

rebel Buta S ., elected as an
independent from Rajasthan,
were inducted into the cabinet.
Maneka

Uma Bharti,

Ordeal
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transferred from one factory to
another in Ipoh, 200 kilometres

Price of papaya was Tk 8 kg
against its earlier price of Tk
and that of green leafs was Tk
Illill to 12 against Tk 8 to 10 ear-
jer.

Prices of chicken increased
considerably. High breed
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The we]l_ﬂrganisﬂd qciy e gggtﬁssg{{;’ltﬁgS\ggﬁ;‘r&garﬂtﬁl}r A 1. go ' lS a 'WhltewaSh' Gandhi, Sukhbir Singh Badal, north of the Eﬂpilal. Kuala chicken was -EHE:IIing at Tk 75 to
ciplined armed forces of the  some members of the engineer- ustralian gOVt Dalit Ezhilmalai, Vasundhara Lume Wik catighit by et e 80 ﬁef kg yesterday. Two weeks
;:-lnuntr},r é]ﬂ‘u{f b?jg? pIﬁiged at gnmin?ted BUET Academic . DEYDNEY. Mar 19: Nearly By Staff Correspondent E'Lajtﬂglmdiﬁia?] Halllg were arong | s Sdorkers: ik heat hith Rmin é:élilﬁ nﬂﬂsﬁi ;valgg; iﬁh}gkf:i

ome and abroad for their pa- ouncil, .000 migrants launched a class ¢ 21 ministers ol state sworn- | with jron rods and wooden ;
tlaif:-t_lsm. prﬂfessusinal skill and In the morning, according to | action suit against the Aus- Former Mayor of Dhaka lic funds for unnecessary works | In to give representation to var- planks before sealing him in- :Eag;n:f]'l[‘ll? Eafﬂ% ﬁ'{;ﬂg}ujn
€ E{ﬁﬂf}’- she sgi T witnesses, when the BUET stu- | tralian government _toc!a}r City Corporation ([DCC) Mirza and for ‘massive corruption’. He J lous coalition partners and side a bathroom with wire Beef was selling at 70 to 5
e want to build up a more dents gathered at the main gate | claiming ramal discrimination Abbas has said his successor cited ‘corrupt practices’ con- states. mesh, leaving a hole large er kg and a medium-size Hilsa
modern, Ekll]l?ld and stronger to lend support to fellow learn- | over new visa regulations, re- Mohammad Hanif deprived cerning atuail dumping enough to pua% food through, aptmg{}m 100
force in future. ers from the Architecture Fac- | ports Reuters. him of victory in the last may- ground and said, "at Mugda- police said. :

The government is pledge-
bound for the development of
the armed forces and to keep
them beyond all controversies,
she added.

The government has taken
up some specific measures for

ulty, the teachers led by Dr
Shamimuzzaman Basunia, di-
rector of student welfare,
threatened them with dire con-
sequences and abused them.

Dr Basunia, however, denied
his involvement. "I was now-

The 2,800 migrants say the
Australian government had
breached the racial discrimi-
nation act by introducing a new
special visa category for people
from Sri Lanka, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Iraq, China and the

oral election by making false
pledges 10 people of the city.

“Therefore, | want him to re-
sign with effect from the day he
took office.” the former mayor
said at a press briefing yester-
day at his city residence,

para, they filled up 90 per cent
of a low-lying area with rubbish
and now the Mayor has allo-
cated Tk one crore to fill it up.”
Abbas said that during his
mayorship, he used to spend Tk
one crore yearly to fight

Landell-Mills’

remark draws
sharp protest
from Saifur

Police said the man was
found in weak condition. They
arrested 10 men, including the
factory’s manager, who face up
to two years in prison if con-
victed.

BNP-Speaker
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public rally — either Manik Mia
Avenue or the Panthapath — as

agreed in the accord. Besides, no

overall development of the here near the scene. And | have | former Yugoslavia Referrin Z | DEDETEas Was TEPOTIE( regarding
, : . : o . g to recent state- mosquito menace successfully,

hgg!thc?ﬁﬁl 3yst§-.tm.rsr_1& said  never tried to provoke the The new visa which came | ment by incumbent Mayor but now Hanif cannot control Former finance minister PTESIdent restrtur:tuﬂtng gﬁht 14 parlia-
at Ingh a bespl {: l;mltatm_n& 'students,” he said last night, | into effect last October grant Hanif that his pledge for mosquito even by ‘spending Tk | Saifur Rahman yesterda From Page 1 mliilfal'}? E’-ﬂﬂn iil_'l committees

SLEPS tﬁ.ve EEI;_] El.f 'E]? t::l_lt'l- Epﬂakll’ign?\-"ﬂr Phﬂnﬂ+ pﬂﬂp]f‘ from the six countries n]ﬂﬁquitﬂ eradication in the nine crore Hnnuall}r"‘ stron y rotested a remar labour unions. he sald: "Trade m]m?lmlai on ol the l':.ljt.
g;ﬁlse e number of physicians , Latcr ol a press conference at the right to apply to upgrade city was a mistake, the former He said Hanif's outcry for a | made orld Bank’s Dhaka | unions are causing havoc, com- g h"{ ssuesmm::ﬂve:h 1}1 e
Hnul_'ses, LT . the Institution of Architects | their tempn!-ary visas lo per- mayvor said Hanifl had resorted Metropolitan Government is a mission chief Pierre Landell- pelling the managers to give m‘:;; BNP' t that facili-
asina said the work to H?Ei;éldi ”i;E e;rgn_ing. stpgdcpts n}au;ul_ resfen::y li_i' thg},rfar- to ‘deception’ to get elected. ‘whitewash over his failures.’ Mills at a seminar that he | employment far beyond the ;fier six m%;?hﬁ:,w;ﬂ;?ﬁe
. | ¥ €I resigning | rive 111 usiralia elore "Hanif lured the people to In response to a question he | (Saifur) called businessmen necessary quota.” A P
VAGHEE  -logmesll mng ol | e i vte fo him, by malingpledges said, they “cannol find any | iahoneat.repots UNG Prestdent . Shahabuddin  Semwer (he BN Monderer i)

: AL : - : of freeing Dhaka from terror-  corruption charge against me. Landell-Mills, speaking at a
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Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury

found sitting on the floors of

migrants from Indonesia. Fiji,

mosquitoes and now he is say-

pointed his finger to Saifur

P Bangladesh, the Philippine ; . : wh t h jon-
told The Daily Star he hoped IAB building. g ppines. e T o0 come to purchase nation On his part, Speaker Hu-
that {he Finance Ministry will “Instead of solving the main | Tonga and Ghana. ey e SIBLARE A Truck CarLlylle E:}Ir:?ga et g g wensgria sl b B SR LT RaﬁEidhCh‘Bmdhf' oo
ever intend to pay o €  portedly told the BNP leaders

seriously reconsider its deci-
sion keeping in view the impor-
tance of Vienna as an interna-
tional diplomatic capital.

problem, they are playing the
dirty tricks employed in village
politics,” the students told the
press conference. The students

Alleged rapist
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He also accused Hanif of
politicising’ the DCC. "Keeping
the DCC building free from
politicisation does not mean

rice hijacked

A rice-laden truck was hi-
Jacked by a gang of unidentified

honest and not trustworthy.

Saifur Rahman was sitting In

the front row of the audience.
Apparently annoyed, Saifur

price. "It is not always the gen-
uine industrialists who come
forward to purchase nation-
alised enterprises.”

that he would take immediate
steps on the formation of the
Sangsad Committees under his
jurisdiction and pointed out the

After New York and Geneva who spoke requested anony- | tion yet. Maria told CID earlier | Hanif did not politicise it. He miscreants from near th
_ ' : . i : - e Ja- | Rahman immediately sent a Bo ance an m- mi
Vienna houses the headquar- ity fearing punitive action by | that she would be able to iden- | has politicised the DCC by allo-  han Eirn agar University on | slip to Landell-Mills. When m:mcthmitnh;tlg?s r:ﬁ.tratdcdm:he i ggﬂgﬂiﬂ;ﬂd mb]mjr thttEE}'EI:l WEI i FeA9
Dh :

ters of several important UN
and international agencies. The
headquarters of UN Industrial

authorities.
All 362 of them have de-
clined to register themselves for

the rapist.
Obayedul used to do small
jobs in the court area for about

cating funds to ward commis-
sioners from his party.” Abbas
alleged.

a-Aricha highway yester-
day, reports BSS.
The truck carrying 155 sacks

Landell-Mills*concluded his de-
liberation, Saifur Rahman
stood up and said, "I strongly

Awami League government's po-
litical commitment to privatise
state-owned enterprises. But

As the BNP leaders wanted to
know from the Speaker about
the fate of the party's applica-

Development Organisation the next level in protest against | a year. CID sources said they About illegal rickshaws he of rice was coming to Dhaka rotest what Landell-Mills said "

(UNIDO), and ,Iniernational glilrl;illlﬂ:'-ft aligtude tgst. \l:"hiﬂh Is | were now collecting evidence of | said trade unions affiliated to  from Dina]pur. W]?:gn the truck ghnut me. | never made such a 311:'1:1: f;;lis ?t Eﬁuﬂ‘;"ﬂ 55;]:11; :Lﬂen;fg; %cﬁﬁeﬂﬂﬁn fﬂf
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) neer:an 0 d& ;;me_, or the Eﬂgl- the rape. the Mayor's party were issuing reached the Savar area, it was | comment about businessmen.” with proper care and efficienc gy i t s l?r
and UN Social Issues Secre- CEIiNng admission seekers. Meanwhile, a medical board | thousands of number plates. "Is  hijacked by some miscreants Sitting grim on the dais th P ¥, ) g the government, the
tariat are in Vienna. Fifteen teachers out of a total 22 | formed at the Dhaka Medical the owner of the rice Moham- | Landell-Mills did neither de- ¥ Sy e partedly 1eplicd he

The Inter-governmental
Agency on Narcotics and Drugs
is also headgquartered there.

Bangladesh's ambassado-
rial-level missions in Europe
now stands at 11. These are in
London, Paris, Rome, Brussels,
Geneva, The Hague, Moscow,
Madrid, Bonn, Stockholm and
Warsaw.

Meanwhile, Dhaka also
needs to examine seriously the
opening of missions in some
other European capitals includ-
ing those of Norway and Hun-
gary. Both these countries have
resident missions in Dhaka.
Bangladesh is the largest recip-
ient of Norwegian assistance in
Asia while Hungary is consid-
ered one of the fastest emerging
economies in East Europe. If an
embassy is opened in Austria,
Bangladesh will have 46 am-
bassadorial level missions and

10 sub-missions worldwide,
diplomatic sources pointed out.

Meanwhile, two full-fledged
missions — one in the Jorda-
nian capital of Amman and the
other in the Maldives, capital of
Male — will be opened shortly.

After the opening of the Male
mission, Bangladesh will have
resident missions in all the
SAARC countries.

have also resigned in protest.
Their argument is that the
new test would not help select
“the right kind of talents” and
thus create distortions in the
academic atmosphere.

Plying of heavy
vehicles thru’

DU areas banned

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities have prohibited ply-
ing of all kinds of heavy and
commercial vehicles through
the university areas, accordin
to a DU press release issue
yesterday.

The decision was taken as an
immediate reaction of the road
accident at Katabon crossin
near the university which left
five persons dead including a
student of the DU yesterday
morning.

The decision was taken at an
emergency meeting held with
Lhe Vice Chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury in the chair.

The speed limit for the vehi-
cles plying through the univer-
sity areas has been fixed at 25
miles per hour.

Encroached land

From Page 1

to do their ;.°. he threatened
them of serious consequences.
One retired army officer at Road
No-2A built sheds pn the road
obstructin:' ..e whole passage.
At Road No-6A an apartment
block has been extended on the
public land.

Al Road No-5A a castle-like
buvilding has been built en-
croacning about three kathas of
public land.

At the Road No-27 (old) part
of the lake, behind the police
outpost of Road No-23 (old), a
building has been built narrow-
ing the actual lake. They said
several other buildings and
boundary walls in that part to-
tally obstruct the passage as

planned in the lake develop-
ment design.

‘There are all influential
and so-called educated people of
the society, the decision to clear
themn of public land must come
from the policy makers, not
from officials who are in the
field," said an official involved
with the lake development
work.

Developers said that while
the work was going on. T&T.

DESA, Fisheries Department,

side land to construct their of-
fices. Some of them have even
written to the officials con-
cerned to complete formalities
for the land hand over imme-
diately.

"There is a proposal that 100
square feet of lakeside land
could be handed over to these
agencies so that they can con-
struct a single high-rise build-
ing to share floors,” said an of-
ficial.

The sources concerned said
that about 40 homeowners have
refused to relocate their house-
hold waste pipelines into the
recently constructed drainage,
to stop the liquid wastes from
flowing into the lake.

Dhaka City Corporation will
soomn serve legal notices to these
residents, a DCC sources said.
Several request letters for relo-
cation of waste pipelines have
been ignored by tﬁese residents.

About other complications,
an official said that most re-
cently a group of people started
to chop down trees at the site
near Road No-16 (old). "When we
challenged them they produced
a paper which said PWD's Ar-
boury Culture Division had sold

several trees in an auction re- .

cently,” said an official, addin

College Hospital in connection
with the rape was likely to ex-
amine Maria next week.

it not a failure of the Mayor and
his party?” Abbas asked.

The former mayor also
blamed Hanif for spending pub-

mad Aminul Islam claimed.

A case has been registered
with Savar thana.

W PR

Students of Dhaka Univers

ity put up

o T B

a barricade at Nilk-h t crossing p;‘ntesting the killing
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of a fellow student and four others in a road accident near the campus yesterday.

Student killed

From Page 1
to leave for Qatar, where he
worked, yesterday morning, his
relatives said.

Police failed to trace the
killer truck and its driver till
the filing of the report last
night.

The bodies of the victims
were handed over to their rela-
tives after autopsy.

Witnesses said when the au-
torickshaw was passing
through Kataban crossing, the
speeding truck hit it and sped
away. The autorickshaw was
badly damaged and caught fire.

Abdul Malek, son of Abdur
Rahman of Savar, was a resi-
%?]“ of Sir AF Rahman Hall of

Badal, who had been in
Qatar for the last eight vears,
came home recently and mar-
ried Sakera about one and a
half months ago. He was the son
of Golam Mustafa, an employee
quUFhl]ﬂsnph}r Department of

Yesterday morning, they
were on way to the airport from
the DU gt.af[ quarters at
Nilkhet.

The bodies of the victims
were handed over to their fami-
lies after autopsy at the DMCH
morgue. A case was lodged with
Dhanmondi thana in this re-
gard.
Meanwhile, all classes of
Marketing Department -were

—Star photo
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Bangladesh and on my own be-
half, our heartiest felicitation
and warmest greetings on your
assumption of the high office of
the Prime Minister of the Re-
public of India."

"As an elder statesman of
India who has dedicated his life
to the service of his people, you
will no doubt bring to the august
office a new vision that will see
your great country reach a new
and higher level of overall de-
velopment.”

Hasina said. "We have no
doubt that as neighbours, we too
will immensely benefit from
your acumen and your leader-
ship in our common cause to
further strengthen and consoli-
date our bilateral relations.”

I extend my full cooperhation
to work with you for the bet-
terment of our bilateral rela-
tions," she said.

Begum Zia |

In another message, BNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Be-
gum Khaleda Zia felicitated new
Indian Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee.

She hoped that Vajpayee
would be able to accomplish the

" weekl

"PM: Dhaka to benefit

country.

As very close and important
neighbours, she said, it should
be in the mutual interest of the
two countries to foster better re-
lations and forge fruitful coop-
eration in a spirit of under-
standing and accommodation
of each other's policies and in-
lerests.

On the part of her party BNP,
she reiterated the commitment
to develop good neighbourly re-
lations with India on just and
equitable basis.

Editor of weekly
Sugandha held

By Staff Correspondent

The Detective Branch of Po-
lice Wednesday arrested the edi-
tor of 'Sugandha’, a Bengali
magazine.

Police said Alam Raihan,
the editor of the weekly, was ar-
rested on different charges in-
cluding Euh]lshtng 'indecent,
abominable and defamatory
news items' that confused the
people and tarnish the image of
the present government.

fend himself nor regretted his
remark.

However, Commerce Minis-
ter Tofael Ahmed, during his
speech, tried to assuage the feel-
ing of the former finance min-
ister who is widely respected.

"Mr Saifur Rahman is a se-
nior politician, he cannot make
such a comment about the en-
tire business community,” said
Tofael.

He added : "We are all talking
about some of the businessmen
who are dishonest. None of us
are blaming the businessmen
community as a whole."

Saifur Rahman was seen
nodding his head in approval of
Tofael's observation.

The function was held at
Hotel Sonargaon. President

Shahabuddin Ahmed was pre-
sent as the chief guest.
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Tofael Ahmed said the exist-
ing fertiliser factories owned by
the government would not be

rivatised. Instead. he said, five
ertiliser factories would be set
up under joint venture.

Kibria said there is a con-
sensus among major political
parties on major economic is-
sues. He said it was the BNP

vernment which made up the
ist of 65 state-owned enter-
prises to be privatised and the
resent government is also fol-
owing the same list.

Citin% the successful privati-
sation ol a bi-cycle factory. Kazi
Zafarullah said the unit gener-
ated new employment and be-
came profitable after one year
of handing over to a private en-
trepreneur. He said the factory
was now producing 2,000 bi-cy-
cles a month against only LKD
when it was in the public sector.

would soon take appropriate
ste%shin this "

e opposition leaders also
urged the Speaker to use his
good offices to influence the
government to implement the
accord properly.

Shanties gutted

From Page 1
over an hour.

Local people said the fire
started at the east end of the
slum known as 'Shat-tala
Bashti'. The blaze quickly
spread to the nearby huts.

Fire Brigade personnel had
to damage a number of huts so
that the blaze could not spread.
The extent of damage could not
be known immediately.

No case was lodged with Gul-
shan thana in this regard till
filing of this report last night.
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