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Suspected rapist |

of minor girl

arrested
By Staff Correspondent

CID investigators arrested a
young man from Faridpur early
yesterday on charge of raping
the six-year-old girl in the po-
lice control room at the CMM's
Court building in the city on

March 10.

Obayedul Matbar alias
Mora. 25, was brought to Dhaka
and produced I1n the CMM's
Court the same day. He was
placed on a three-day CID re-
mand for further interrogation.

He used to stay in the court

area in the old city and do some
small jobs like sweeping and
clcanicr%thcre for quite some-
time, sources said.
A special CID team arrested
Obayedul, son of Sa Mat-
bar, from his vill home at
Narayanpur in Nagarkanda
thana of Faridpur at ut 3 am
yesterday.

Father of two daughters,
Obayedul confessed to police
that he had ra the girl,
Maria, (not her real name) in a
toilet of the police control

See Page 12 Col 7
2 security guards
murdered

in Banani

By Staff Correspondent

Two security guards of two
adjoining houses were stabbed
to death by unidentified as-
sailants at Banani in the city
early yesterday.

Police identified the dead as
Zahirul Islam, 32, son of Sharif
Mia, and Sheikh Jamal, 36, son
of Dudu Sheikh.

Zahirul died on way to PG
Hospital while Jamal suc-
cum to injuries at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) later.

The motive behind the dou-
ble murder could not be known
immediately, police said.

Local people suspected some
youngsters of the locality might

See Page 12 Col 2

2 burnt alive
as 200 huts

gutted mrcity— - |

By Staff Correspondent

A woman and a minor girl
were burnt alive as a fire gutted
a slum at Pallabi in the city
Tuesday.

Police identified the dead as
Rahima, 55, wife of one Sheikh
Rahman, and Rosy 10, daughter
of one Yusuf.

About 170 families became
homeless as the fire gutted four
sheds, 200 feet by 18 feet each,
at the Bihari slum in Kalapani
under Pallabi thana at about
11:30 am.

Six fire fighting units put out
the fire in egut two hours, po-
lice said.

The fire reportedly origi-
nated from the flame of an
earthen oven.

The congested single-room
dw:]]imiégs in the shed were in-
habited by people from low in-
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TOMORROW

The number of women
headed households,
whether due to abandon-
ment or death of the hus-
band, is continuously

NO. DA 781

Legal process delays BB drive

The central bank's drive to
remove defaulting directors
from banks may become inef-
fective as the process to decide
whether it was legal or illegal is
taking a long time,

A large section of the de-
faulting bank directors have
obtained court orders staying
the removal process. Such stay
orders sometimes continue for
years due to backlog of cases in
the courts.

The court procedures have
taken such a lengthy detour
that in some cases the Bangla-
desh Bank's (BB) ty under
Section 46 of the Bank
Company Act (BCA) is about to
become invalid even if it is fi-
nally affirmed by the courts.

e stay orders, in some
cases discharged by the H
Court, had been renewed by the
Appellate Division and the time
was later extended.

The BB had served notices
on 112 directors of different

Star Report

private banks under Section 17
of the Banking Companies Act,
1991, asking them to repay
their defaulting loans or lose
their directorships, according
to central bank sources.

Five or six of these directors
had either repaid their full loan
amount or 'adjusted’ loans, 12
had either resigned voluntarily
or lost their directorship, and
the deadline for iry of notice
is yet to become effective in case
of nine directors.

But about one fourth of the
total number of directors, 35.
had obtained stay order of the

central bank's notice or re-

moval order.

This has left the whole pro-
cess of cleaning the financial
system almost ineffective, cen-
tral bank sources said.

The BB had served removal
order for three years under Sec-
tion 46 of BCA on a director of
Pubali Bank, Shafi A Chowd-
hury, on August 19, 1995. But he

obtained a stay order on
September 11, 1995 from the
High Court, according to the BB.

Since then, the case has been
pending with the HC for about
two and a half years. If the sta-
tus quo continues for another
six months, the central bank's
removal order for three years
‘will become automatically in-
valid.

Another director of City
Bank, Ibrahim Mia was served
with a same t of removal
notice on May 5, 1996. He ob-
tained a stay order from court
on May 12, 1996 and the case
has been pending for more than
one year and nine months.

In the latest case, showcause
notices were served on two di-
rectors of IFIC Bank, Salman
Rahman and Sohel Rahman,
under Section 17 of BCA on
February 12, 1998. Both of them
obtained stay orders four days
later, on February 16, for ten
weeks.

to remove defaulting directors

On the same date, two direc-
tors of AB Bank — M A Quashem
and Igbal Ahmed — also ob-
tained stay orders from the
court on notices they received
from the BB.

They have filed writ peti-
tions against the notices to re-
Pa}r money. Some senior
awyers are of the view that writ
petition against such notices to
repay money is not maintain-
able.

Ramjul Seraj of AB Bank
was also served with notices on
Novemnber 6, 1997. He obtained
stay order on February 4.

Serajul Islam Chowdhury,
Director of UCBL, was served
with showcause notices on July

27, 1995. He obtained stay order
from the HC on September 19,

1995. Later, the H
the rule on July 1, 1997. But
Chowdhury filed a civil petition
before the ;:Fpﬂllatc Division
which also allowed stay order

See Page 12 Col 7
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Tuesday.

President Shahabuddin Ahmed and Prime Minister
placing wreaths at the mazar of Ban

The abandoned drilling site of Occidental at Magurchhara, which was damaged-in an

explosion in June last.

— Star photo

(NSC), the

Four stadiums to
be renamed after
nat’l leaders

National Sports Council

highest sports bod

of the country, dl:ciggd to n:i"‘Ir
name the four national stadi-
ums of the capital after four na-
tional leaders, it was an-

nounced yesterday, reports
UNB.

The Dhaka National Sta-
dium will now be named
"Bangabandhu National Sta-

. dium," the Mirpur National

Stadium “"Sher-e-Bangla Na-
tional Stadium,” Hockey Sta-
dium "Maulana Bhashani Sta-
dium" and Mirpur National In-
door Stadium “"Shaheed
Suhrawardy Indoor Stadium."

All the important stadiums
and sports installations of the
country will be gradually

named after the free-
dom fighters, late national

ang other distingui per-

sonalities, said an NSC press
release.

|

OIC urges members to

cut ties with Israel

DOHA., Mar 18: The Foreign
Ministers of the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference (OIC)
on Tuesday ended their meeting
by urging members to cut ties
with Israel over the stalled
Middle East peace process and
for Iraq to cooperate with the
United Nations, reports AFP.

They also called for the in-

No progress in
Unocal’s talks

with govt
Star Report

A meeting between US com-
pany Unocal and Petrobangla
and Bangladesh Power Devel-
opment Board over the Western
Region Integrated Project

P) ended with a "negative
note” yesterday, according to of-

Unocal has been t
the last one year to get the P

See Page 12 Col 4

ng for

ternational community to help
halt "human rights violations
in Kosovo.” the ethnic Alba-
nian-majority province in
Serbia, and for the UN Security
Council to suspend its sanc-
tions against Libya.

The OIC ministers also ap-
ealed for a peaceful solution
or disputed Kashmir and for
rival factions in Afghanistan to
stop fighting.

The pan-Islamic organisa-
tion said in a final statement
that it exhorts Islamic states
looking to establish ties with
Israel "to reconsider these rela-
tions, including closing diplo-
matic offices and missions.”

It also called on the interna-
tional community "to avoid
dealing with the Israel occupa-
tion authorities” and for "the
two sponsors of the peace pro-
cess (the United States and Rus-
sia) to pressure Israel to bend to

- internationally  legal resolu-

tions arrd end its colonial pol-
icy.”
See Page 12 Col 1

Sheikh H;sina offering n'.;,u;ajat after
gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Tungipara on

— PID photo

| Nation celebrates

Bangabandhu’s
78th birth
anniversary

The nation on Tuesday cele-
brated the 78th birth anniver-
sary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman with a fresh pledge to
complete his unfinished task of
building a ‘Sonar Bangla', re-
ports UNB.

The day was also observed as
the "National Children's Day".
It was a public holiday.

The government, political
parties, socio-cultural organi-
sations, and student and pro-
fessional bodies organised
elaborate programmes to cele-
brate the birth anniversary of
Bangabandhu.

The programmes included
garlanding the portrait of
Sheikh Mujib at Bangabandhu
Museum, laying wreath at his

- mazar at Tungipara, offering

fateha, milad mahfil, discus-
sions,. children's rallies, draw- .
ing competition and cultural
functions. '
See Page 12 Col 4

(Grovt planning to amend Constitution to
give legal cover to CHT accord: BNP

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia has said
that her party will launch a
movement to resist the imple-
mentation of the CHT accord to
protect the country's territorial
in ty. reports UNB.

"By signing the CHT agree-
ment, the government is hand-
ing over a major part of the
country to a foreign country.
How can we sign this accord?
This accord is not for peace, it's
for unrest,” she said.

Begum Zia was talking to the
leaders and workers of Chit-
tagong Port unit Jatiya Sramik
League, the labour front of rul-
ing Awami League, who joined
BNP at a function at her 29
Minto Road official residence
on Tuesday.

Some 900 leaders and work-

ers of Chittagong Port Jatiya
Sramik League, led by its gen-
eral s:crttar{‘ Wahidullah
Sarker, joined the BNP.

The BNP chairperson said
the government is planning to
amend the Constitution to give
legal coverage to the so-called

ce accord on the Chittagong

ill Tracts (CHT).

"They (the government) have
resorted to stealing MPs as they
lack the required number of
lawmakers to amend the Con-
stitution,” she said.

Begum Zia feared that re-
ﬁlﬂn ism will raise its head if

e CHT accord is implemented.

She said the implementa-
tion of the CHT accord may en-
courage the Garo and Hazon
tribes in Sylhet, Dinajpur an
Mymensingh to start separatist
movements. There may be

movements
"Bangabhumi.”

The opposition leader said
the government has violated

demanding

the Constitution by creat a
special on comprising the
three hill districts. There is no

rovision in the Constitution
or creating such separate re-
gions.

The BNP chairperson alleged
that the government is hatch-
ing a conspiracy with the Chit-
tagong sea port to cripple the
national economy.

She also accused the Awami
League government of re
its anti-people activities as-
suming power after 21 years.

"But the government's op-
pressive measures have turned
the people against them. People
are now extending their in-

See Page 12 Col 8

‘BJP govt

to honour

water sharing accord

NEW DELHI, Mar 18: Indian
Prime Minister designate, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, said here to-
day that his government would
honour the water sharing ac-
cord between Bangladesh and
India ﬂﬁ';sd in December 1996,
reports ;

Releasing an eight-page na-
tional agenda in the presence
the leaders of BJP and its allies,
he said the new government, to
be sworn in tomorrow, will
adopt a national water policy
which provides for effective and
prompt settlement of disputes
and their time-bound imple-
mentation.

Putting all contentious is-
sues on the back-burner, the na-
tional agenda of the BJP and its
allies promised to usher in a
new political era of reconcilia-
tion and continue the economic

reforms with a strong
"swadeshi” thrust and ‘thor-
oughly' review the constitution.

On the national security of
India, the agenda committed
the coalition government to re-
evaluating the country's nu-
clear
tion to induct nuclear weapons.

Vajpayee said his govern-
ment would be committed to
establishing a civilised, hu-
mane and just civil order,
which did not discriminate on
grounds of caste, religion, class,
colour, race or sex.

"We will truly and genuinely
uPhuld and practice the concept
of secularism consistent wit
the Indian tradition of "sarva

anth samadara (equal respect
or all faiths)" and on the basis
of equality of all.

See Page 12 Col 6

policy exercising the op- .

increasing. How will these
thousands of women most
of them carrying the
responsibility of two or
more children, be

absorbed into employ-
ment! This seemingly
impossible task has been

taken up by a remarkable
project known as the Rural
Maintenance Programme
or RMP that aims to pro-
vide destitute women with
employment and give
them a means to become
self-sufficient. Read Star
Weekend Magazine this
week on RMP's remarkable
fairy-tale success story.

Bangladesh-Nepal JEC meet ends

Bilateral trade should increase

to justify transit route: Kibria

Finance Minister S A M S

Kibria yesterday said the busi-
ness communities of both
Bangladesh and Nepal should
raise the volume of their trade

to usiiy transit route through
India all the week days, reports

"I‘l' the trade volume in-

creases, then India will pre-
sumably
facilities,” Kibria told the news
agencies on his return at ZIA
from Nepal

increase the transit

after attending the
10th Bangladesh-Nepal Joint

Economic Commission meet-
ing.

"Without movement of ade-

quate goods, either of bilateral

or international trade of Nepal,
the transit will remain just a
paper facility,” he added.

The Finance Minister said
the Nepalese side at the JEC
meeting underlined the impor-
tance of the transit facility
through India to and from
Bangladesh ports for its export-
import trade.

To justify the transit, Nepal
must begin the actual trade
which is still very low. Nepal
should import through Chit-
tagong and Mongla ports to in-
crease the volume of movement
of goods, Kibria said.

Kibria led a 9-member dele-
gation to Nepal on a three-day

official visit. Nepalese side in

the JEC was led by his
counterpart bindranath
Sharma.

He said the JEC cov-

ered the whole gamut of trade,
transit and investment under

joint venture.

Te his visit successful,
the Finance Minister said it
was held in an extremely
friendly and cordial environ-
ment. He said he had also talks
with the King, Prime Minister
and Water Resources Minister
of Nepal.

The minutes of the meeting
adopted jointly identified the

See Page 12 Col 3

Eastern Refinery to undergo

major overhauling

CHITTAGONG, Mar 1B:

Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-
ration (BPC) completed all for-
malities to
jor overhau
E fine

%n for the first ma-
ing of Eastern Re-
Ltd.

e Tk 9 crore renovation of

the country's lone refinery
would include replacement of
its distillation column,
main body of the plant, official
sources said.

the

BPC will bear the entire ex-

penditure for the overhaul work
to be completed in one year's
time, from its own fund as per

From Nurul Alam

approval of the ministry
cerned, officials said.

BPC signed a draft agree-
ment last month with a French
company, BSL Industriec which
originally installed the refin-
ery plant over 30 years ago. It
will replace the distillation
column and the letter of indent
was already issued in this con-
nection.

The distillation column will
be made by the French mmpﬂnﬂr
at its industry and then it wi
be brought here for installation
to replace the old one, officials

con-

concerned said. T’lg; Ercnﬁ

company was engaged throu

an international tender.
Eastern Refinery is running

with its worn-out plant for a
long time tho the longevity
of it was for 1 after in-

stallation, they said.

The plant suffered operation
failure a number of times due to
technical faults and it was run
after some repair work without
B,:'I}I' tmanr renovation of the

ant.
3 The refinery had an in-

See Page 12 Col 1
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| bank officials in pr:i)ah:ln

| "Punitive action will be

taken if defaulters'
list found faulty'

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria yesterday said punitive
action will be st the
officials of Bangladesh Bank
and other banks concerned if
their list of defaulters is found
faulty, reports UNB.

"My source was esh
Bank and | can't believe the
Bank has given a fictitious list,”
Kibria when his attention
was drawn to the strong reac-
tion of the business community
to the list of defaulters he
placed in parliament recently.

"N ce on the part of tﬁ
list, if detected, wil ealt
with severely,” said the minis-

ter in an apparent soft attitude
toward the business commu-

nity.

2lr‘.eul';ing to reporters on re-
turn home from Nepal, the Fi-
nance Minister advised those
who have cleared their debts
after September 1997, to inform
the Banking Division. "We'll
release their names if found not
defaulters.” he said.

Kibria said he believed the
issue of defaulters should be
seen in per pective. He
admit that those who failed
to repay loans due to genuine
reasons should not be bracketed
with wilful defaulters. .

See Page 12 Cu_l 1

Acute shortage of LPG
persists in N-dists

From Abdul Wadud

RAJSHAHI, Mar 18: Short
supply Liquefied Petroleum Gas
[LFP&.]I in the northern districts
has pushed its price to as high
as Tk 700 a der.

LGP cylinders are now
available only in the black
market, consumers alleged.

According to sources in the
Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-
ration, there are at least 25,
consumers of LPG and 191 deal-
ers in the 16 districts of Ra-
jshahi Division.

The total monthly demand
is about one lakh twenty thou-
sand cylinders. The highest

number of 28,778 cylinders
were uup[.;llﬁd in July last year.,
The supply then gradually de-
creased and came down to al-
most half the quantity.,
The sources said the short
supply has been caused by less
uction of LPG cylinders in
e Eastern Reﬂnorgg The gm-
duction was 51, cylinders
earlier but it has decreased by

about 50 cent now.
Cylinders are now being re-

leased from the abari oil
depot at an.interval of 10-15
days.
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and

Trophy

in Dhaka,

G-504

5 NOTICE

~ National Export Trophy
- for the Year 1996-97

Export Promotion Bureau invited
applications from exporters pubi.ishing
advertisement in leading National Dailies
earlier for Award of National Export
Trophy for the year 1996-97. The date of
submission of application to Export
Promotion Bureau was 28-2-98. Keeping
in view the importance of National Export
also
participation of leading exporters, the
above date for submission of applications
has been extended to 31st March "98.

for maximum

2. The intending exporters are to apply in
the prescribed proforma tobe had from
Export Promotion Bureau’s Head Office

Regional

Chittagong, Khulna, Rajshahi and

Branch Offices at Comilla, Sylhet, Bogra

and Barisal as well as offices of the

Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of

Commerce and Industry, Bangladesh

Chambers of Industries, Metropolitan

Chambers of Commerce and Industry,

Dhaka and Regional Chamber of

Commerce and Industry, Dhaka,

Chittagnng, Khulna and Rajshahi and

Exporters Association of Bangladesh,

Dhaka. Prescribed proforma may also

be obtained from the concerned Trade |

Association of Bangladesh.

Offices at

Applications in prescribed proforma
duly filled in must reach the
undersigned on or before 31-03-98. For
further information Export Promotion
Bureau may please be contacted.

DFP-5631-12/3  Major (Rtd) A K M Nizamul Alam

Director (Commodity)




