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Aussie-India A
match drawn

JAMSHEDPUR. Mar 15: Test
hopeful Amay Khurasia plun-
dered an unbeaten 117 for India
A and Australian vice-captain
Steve Waugh hel himself to a
century as the three-day match
ended in a draw today, reports
Reuters.

India A, 175 behind on first
innings, were 241 for two when
play was called off.

The left-handed Khurasia
and Jacob Martin scored runs
at will against an attack weak-
ened by the absence of Adam
Dale who was ill.

They put on 152 for the third
wicket, Khurasia completing
his hundred from just 99 balls.
His innings included 16 fours.

Martin's unbeaten 52 in-
cluded a six off the last ball of
the match bowled by Australian
captain Mark Taylor.

LE%-E]E“HH tuart McGill
took both Indian wickets to
take his haul for the match to
Six.

Daniel Manohar was caught
at mid-off and Vikram Rathore
edged a catch to wicketkeeper
Ian Healy. Both scored 29.

Earlier, Steve Waugh, 69 not
out overnight, took his score to
107 before caught at extra
cover trying to force leg-spinner
K N Padmanavan. He struck 12

fours.
Darren Lehmann, who put

on 107 for the fourth wicket

with Waugh, was dropped three
times in his knock of 76.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the final day
of the three-day match between
Australia and India A at the
Keenan Stadium on Saturday:

INDIA: First innings 216 for

9 declared.

AUSTRALIA: First innings

Taylor ¢ Rathore b Prasad 57
Slater ¢ Dahiya b Prasad 26
Blewett c Devang b Chopra 57
S Waugh c Rathore b

Padmanavan 107
Lehmann ¢ Devang b

Padmanavan 76
Ponting ¢ Rathore b

Padmanavan 14
Reiffel b Prasad 33
Healy ¢ Prasad b Chopra 2
McGill run out 6
Wilson not out 0
Dale did not bat

Exiras: (nb-11, w-1, b-1) 13

Total: (For 9 wikts in 96.2 overs) 391

Fall of wkts : 1-81; 2-92: 3-
204; 4-311; 5-339; 6-353; 7-358:
8-391; 9-391.

Bowling O M R W
Prasad 212 5 8 3
gakjr lg 0 63 g
anghvi 1 2 63
Chopra 28 2 97 2
Padmanavan 17 4 71 3
1 0 7 0
INDIA 'A': Second i

Manohar ¢ Kasprowicz b McGill 29
Rathore c Healy b McGill 29
Khurasia not out 117
Martin not out . a2
Extras: (b-3, Ib-5, w-1, nb-5) 14
Total: (for two wickets) 241
- Fall of wkts 1-35; *%i’ﬂ&ll w
Reiffel 7T 124 0
Wilson 8 2 47 0
McGill 16 1 77 .
Lehmann 6 1 36 0
Blewett 6 0 40 O
Taylor i1 0O '8 0

Paraguay
hold USA

SANDIEGO, California, Mar
15: A 75th minute penalty from
Francisco Arce earned
Paraguay a 2-2 draw with the
United States in Saturday's
friendly here, reports AFP.

Both teams, who will be

ago --

expected selection of
next week. Ntini, 20,

through. He toured England and India with the national under-19 side and went to

Five years ago,
I Makhaya Ntini
' ' had never even
. seen, let alone

handled, a cricket
L ball. Like other

X boys in his little
Xhosa village in the Eastern
Cape in South Africa, he spent
his childhood kicking
makeshift balls through the
dust and dreaming of soccer
stardom.

This Thursday, Ntini, 20,

-

| will step proudly on to the
. Newlands

ground in Cape Town
as the first black man to be se-
lected for a South African Test
side, joining Allan Donald and
Shaun Pollock in the pace at-
tack against Sri Lanka.

Like President Mandela,

' Ntini is a Xhosa. Other non-

whites of mixed descent have
played for South Africa and
one, Spinner Paul Adams, is
also expected to be in the side,
but Ntini would be the first
black African.

When his father died, Ntini's
mother struggled to bring up
seven children on her maid's

- income. At 14 the boy discov-
- ered cricket when a travelling

development clinic came to his

vill%ﬁe. .

e game in South Africa is
currently enveloped in much
soul-searching about how to
maintain its quality without

being seen by disadvantaged
people as still an white-domi-
| nated sport.

. discrimination) to pus

Grassroots movements --
some Asian, some from the
townships -- are demanding
“affirmative action’ (positive
more
non-whites into the first class
Farm: at provincial and Test
evel.

They are resisted by the tra-
ditional lobby -- administra-
tors, ex-players -- who oppose
any move to give blacks prefer-
ence over whites { on strict
merit. In recent weeks the issue
has surfaced in marnty forms. A
United Cricket Board commit-

- Australia this winter, playing one one-day international.

It will doubtless be hailed as another historic, heart-warmi
‘Rainbow Nation' but the reality is somewhat d
in the long shadows of racism reaching out from the dark da

wries for The Electronic Telegraph on the complicated event.

tee took disciplinary action for
racist verbal abuse towards
young Indian spectators against
Pat Symcox and Fanie de Vil-
liers and fitness trainer Paddy
Upton during the Durban Test
against Pakistan.

A leading school sports body
says players ~of colour” are not
getting a chance bhecause
provincial selectors are
~white-dominated” and during
the Port Elizabeth Test a local
group handed in a 1,000-name
petition to the board protesting

about the non-selection of
blacks at Test level.
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The pressure led Hansie
Cronje to issue a statement in
the middle of the game pledging
the support of himself and his
p'laf'ers to a South African side
t:;u y representative of all peo-
ple

Caught in the crossfire are
men such as Ali Bacher, manag-
ing director of the United
Cricket Board. who said em-
phatically: In 1998 an all-
white South African cricket
team has got to be counter-pro-
ductive and could wipe out all
the good work that ]i;cas been
done.”

He added that, while the is-
sue of selection on merit was a
difficult dilemma", they had to

ng, sporting moment for the
{fferent. Those rainbow hues are fading fast
ys of apartheid. Peter Deeley

go the road of affirmative ac-
tion. There was no other way.

Bacher said that where there
were two players of equal merit
one black and one white -- he
expected provincial selectors to
go lor the black candidate.

“"We have got to go that last
step, where people can see tan-
gible evidence that the devel-
opment programimme is produc-
ing results.”

Sport
Row over racial policy

South African cricket is about to break new ground with the
Makhaya Ntini for the first Test against Sri Lanka in Cape Town
. would be the first player from the townships development programme launched 11 years
bejore the country’s readmittance to international sport -- to make this break-

Much progress has been !

made. In the toynships the
cricket board are committed to
laying down 600 cement cricket
strips. Integration is coming
along well at all youth levels,
but at provincial level there has
been no sustainable break-

through and that could have a |

knock-on effect at Test level.

Those who oppose the idea of
affirmative action point to the
pressure this will place on an
individual player cﬁuscn partly
because of colour.

They resent too the idea that
cricket should be used as a ball

-

to be batted around by politi- |

cians, fearing that the Test se-
lectors will come under pres-
sure to consider affirmative ac-
tion.

Evidence of tension already
exists, with the retirement of De
Villiers and the broad hint
dropped by Symcox that he
might do the same. Although in
their 30s, both players are pro-
ducin&i) their best results, yet
have been aware that their
places in the team might be in
Jeopardy because of contending
pressure from non-whites.

If Ntini wins his first Test
cap other than on pure merit,
this could be dangerously divi-
sive. There are already mutter-
ings that the coach Bob
Woolmer is too ready to choose
Anglo South African at the ex-
pense of Afrikaner.

Bacher remarked: ““This is
still not a normal society. We
have made enormous strides.
Now we have to go that one step
further and embrace the whole
nation.”

Pakistan A win
one-day

SEeries

Star Sport Monitor

Pakistan A beat their Indian
counterparts by six wickets in
the second match one-day of the
three-match series yesterday.
The home team, w{l
lost the four-match Test series
2-1 to the touring Indians,

| clinched the series following

their identical six- wicket win
at the Sheikhupura Stadium
the day before.

. Earlier, winning toss in the
morning, Pakistan A captain

 Aaquib Javed put the Indians

into bat, who scored 195 in 46.4
overs. Rohan Gavaskar. with
39, topscored for the touring
side. Abdul Razzak, Naim
Ashraf and Shahid Afridij
evenly shared six Indian wick-
ets among them.

In reply, Pakistan A raced
on to score 197 for four in only
38.5 overs. Opener Salim Elahij
hit a fine unbeaten 89 and Mo-
hammad Hossain blasted a 48-
ball 54 not out to help their
team an impressive win. Elahi
was adjudged player-of-the-
match later.

AB Agarkar, who took two
wickets for 27, was the most
impressive among the Indian
bowlers.

FIFA sitting
on the fence
Star Sport Monitor

The executive committee of

. world football's ruling body

will hold another extraordj-
nary meeting in Zurich on 8
April to discuss the question of
the FIFA presidency and a pos-
sible candidature by the gen-
eral secretary, Joseph Sepp
Blatter, according to a release
on the Internet.

The meeting will commence

- one day after the deadline for
' the submission of candidatures

for the election to be held at the
FIFA Congress in Paris on June
8. So far, the only candidate for
the election is Lennart Johans-

. son of Sweden.

At an extraordinary meeting
of the executives at FIFA house
— the first since Dr. Joao
Havelange was elected president

~ in 1974 — the outgoing Brazil-

ian presented a legal advice on
the compatibility of Blatter

. standing for the presidency at

playing in the World Cup finals '

in ce this summer, exper-
imented and used their reserves
in a bid to inspect younger tal-
ent.

The draw ended a three-game
losing skid for the United
States who have never lost to
Paraguay in three matches.

Juergen Sommer, the third-
string US goalkeeper, commit-
ted a n ess foul to set up
Arce's equalising goal after
Marcelo Balboa, playing in his
hometown, had put the Ameri-
cans 2-1 clear in the 50th
minute, thanks to a diving
header from Alexi Lalas' cross.

Denis Camiza had opened
the scoring for Paraguay in the
15th minute but Chad Deering
equalised six minutes later
when he nodded in Eric
Wyanalda's curving corner
from the right.

The goal ended a 315-minute
scoring drought for the United
States, who had not scored
since the historic 1-0 victory
over Brazil in last month's Gold

Cup.

INDIAN WELLS,
California, Mar
15: World No 1
Martina Hingis
captured her sec-
ond title of the
_ ‘year here Satur-
day with a straight-sets victory
over Lindsay Davenport in the
final of the Evert Cup. réports

AFP. .
Hingis. who successiully de-

fended her Australian Open title
in January, waited through a
two-hour rain delay then
needed just 63 minutes to beat
Davenport 6-3, 6-4.

The 17-year-old Swiss, who

Bla)red her semifinal against

enus Williams on Friday as
well as a three-set doubles
match, said she was pleased
when she woke up and saw the
rain.

"When 1 heard I had to play
the finals at 11:00 am, | was
like, ‘No way I'm going to wake
up so early,” she said.

"I was kind of happy it
rained. Tennis players are
pretty spoiled ... they don't re-
ally like to wake up early in the
morning."

Davenport didn't wake up

%

- until the sixth game of the

opening set.

"Normally, I'm a very fast
starter,” said Davenport, who
dropped her serve twice to find
herself down 5-0.

"l started slowly, that's one
thing you can't do against the
No 1 player in the world. espe-
cially in a final. It's too big a
hole to come back from."

Davenport dropped her serve
for the first time with a double-
fault and for the second with
two forehand errors.

She finally held with two
aces in the sixth game, and
broke back in the seventh with
a forehand cross-court winner
off a Hingis drop shot.

The 21-year-old American.

i

second in the world behind
Hingis, saved a set point in the
next game, but couldn't evade
the inevitable.

Hingis aven%::d a defeat by
Davenport in the final of the
Pan Pacific tournament in
Tokyo in February, her only
outdoor loss this year.

Hingis got the only break of
the second set in the fifth game
and never once faced a break
point. :

Her conlidence let her exper-

Number one defeats two

iment a little — at one point in
the ninth game Davenport
moved her out wide and Hingis
simply switched her racquet to
her left hand. She made the
sivol*but lostithe rally as Dav-
enporst completed a love game "

"She even made it" Daven-
port said of Hingis' switch o a
southpaw stance. "Of course to-
day she would make that.

“She hit some great shots to-
day on the run.” Davenport
said. "She has [un out there

World No 1 Martina Hingis in a playful mood with the

Evert Cup trophy after winning the final against
Lindsay Davenport at Indian Wells, California on Mar

14. Hingis won 6-3, 6-4.

— AP/UNB photo

the same time as continuing in
office as general secretary. %’he
meeting generally accepted the
finding, based upon Swiss Law

. and the constitutional rights of

. present

the national associations af-
filiated to FIFA, that the gen-
eral secretary could be proposed
as a presidential canditﬂ':te

In a lengthy discussion of
over four and a half hours, a
paper was also presented by
members representing the Eu-
ropean, African and Oceania
confederations, signed by 13
members (of whom twelve were
when the document
was discussed). This paper

~ called for the general secretary

lo step down from his office
immediately.

The committee then tried to
reconcile these two positions
but could not reach an agree-

- ment concerning the position
' of the general secretary in the
even that he stood as a candi-

-_stating that he would
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date. President Havelange
asked the chairman of the

FIFA legal affairs committee,
David Will (Scotland), to pre-
pare a proposal on the extent to
which the general secretary's
function may be restricted if he
were to be a candidate.

When Will declined to do so,
because he had been involved in
the reparation of the
UEFA/CAF/Oceania paper,
Havelange closed the meeting
prepare
the necessary proposals himself
by the time of the next meeting
on April 8,

Magnus moves
into final

COPENHAGEN, Mar 15:
Sweden’'s Magnus Gustafsson
snuffed out home hopes here
Satun:la{ when he swept into
the final of the ATP event by
beating Denmark's top player
Kenneth Carlsen, reports AFP.

Second-seeded Gustafsson,
who scored a 6-4, 5-7, 6-2 vic-
tory, now plays David Prinosil
of Germany for the title.

Prinosi ut out fourth-
seeded Jan Siemerink of the
Netherlands 6-3. 7-6 (7/5).
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UNDATED, Mar 15 (AP):

. Austria are leaving no stone un-
| turned as they head into the

World Cup.

Carrying the red-and-white
striped Austrian flag, Beppo
Mauhart the president of the
Austrian Soccer Federation —
and coach Herbert Prohaska
went over the hills and through

| the woods to pray at the shrine

' for Austria's World Cup

at Maria Loretto.

At the end of the pilgrimage
to the Black Madonna of Maria
Loretto, the men gave thanks
qualifi-
cation and asked the Black

. Madonna to bring the team luck

in France this summer.

Maria Loretto is located in
the woods about 30 kilometres
south of Vienna near the Hun-
garian border. The Black
Madonna is a small. black
stone statue of the Virgin Mary.
Some believe the shrine has
lspecial powers to bring good
uck.

KANU COMES GOOD

Nigerian soccer fans take

heart,
Nwankwo Kanu, whose full
recovery from heart sur&e is
up

key to Nigeria's Worl

——— e L -

hopes, scored his first Italian
league goal for Inter Milan Sat-
urday.

The forward scored in the

*73rd minute with a close-in

shot as Inter won 4-0 against
Atalanta. He entered as a sub-
stitute six minutes into the sec-
ond half. '
Kanu was greeted with a two-

minute standing ovation by the |

40,000 at San Siro Stadium.

He underwent surgery for a
delormed heart valve at the
Cleveland Clinic in November
1996, three months after lead-

ing Ni.?er.ia_ to the gold medal at |

the ‘Atlanta Olympics.

The lanky 21-year-old, his
comeback slowed by a series of
leg injuries, made his Italian
League debut Feb 11.

BLOOD LETTER!

A Romanian soccer fan has
written a letter using his own
blood, explaining why he wants
to watch Romania compete in
the World Cup.

"l wanted to speak for all in-

' flamed soccer fans in my coun-

try.” said Constantin Talpau,
cxplaining his extreme mea-
sures in Saturday's daily Na-
tional newspaper.

'l was thinking about
sailors, sick people and mili-
tary personnel who won't be
able to attend.” he told the pa-
per.

"Soccer is my life. Come on
Romania. We will die and be

resurrected with soccer," wrote |

Talpau in a letter to a soft
drink's company running a
competition with tickets to
France this summer as the
prize.

Talpau is tipped as one of the
likely winners. But results have
not been announced, so he
doesn't know if he spilled his
blood in vain.

SCHMEICHEL
SIDELINED

Danish goalkeeper Peter
Schmeichel suffer a torn ham-
string in Arsenal's 1-0 win Sat-
urday over Liverpool and could
be out for a month.

The Denmark international
suffered the injury in the final
five minutes as he was raced
back to defend his goal.

"It is a torn hamstring — he

i has done it in the past. Yes, he is

out of the Monaco match,” said
United coach Alex Ferguson
about Wednesday's European
Champions Cup second-leg
quarterfinal against Monaco.

THE WORLD CUP SONG

The World Cup will have
more of an African flavour
than ever, There are more
African teams this time and
Senegalese singer Youssou N'-
Dour, a pﬂllj'l star in his West
African omeland, has
recorded the official World Cup
anthem.

N'Dour, 38, told the Le
Parisien daily that he had been
crazy about soccer since he was
a little boy growing up in
Dakar, the capital of Senegal.

It's not the first time that
N'Dour has composed a song

with soccer in mind. Thirteen

years ago, he wrote a song called
"The Lion" for the Senegalese
national team.

This year's World Cup song is
entitled "La Cour des grands’

.....
=
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NINE DECADES OF INTER: A glant jersey 15 on show al the San Siro Stadium in Illn to
celebrate the 90th anniversary of Inter Milon on Mar 14.

— AP/UNB photo

FRANCE '98 SIDELINES

(The Court of the Great).

LOPES' CLOSE SHAVE

A little broken cheekbone
can stop Japan's Brazilian-
born forward Wagner Lopes.

Lopes collided with a player
during a practice % me Saturday
in a Tokyo suburb, but doctors
said he should be able to play
again in a week and be ready
when Japan play Asian rival
South Korea in Seoul April 1.

Lopes' Japanese citizenship
was approved by the govern-
ment last September — just in
time for him to make key con-
tributions to Japan winning
their first ever World Cup berth,

Although obtaining citizen-
ship is generally a complicated
procedure, Tokyo has known to
make exceptions to exceptional
applicants, like Lopes.

Lopes, 29, who speaks fluent
Japanese, came {o Japan to play
soccer when he was 18, follow-
ing a couple years of profes-
sional play in Brazil.

2. - Name of work

Estimated cost
Earnest Money
Time allowed

Ln

that effect on the bod

DFP-5317-10/3/98
G-478

v

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Gopalgang

Notice Inviting Tender
No. 45/1997-98

I Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No. 2911 are hereby
invited from Special Class-1 (One), Class-I (One)
approved Bldg. Contractor/Firm of PWD, Class-l|
(Two) approved Bldg. Contractor/Firm of PWD Khulna
Zone, Khulna and Class-III (Three) approved Bldg.
Contractor/Firm of PWD Circle, Barisal for the

... undermentioned work and will be received by the
undersigned and also offices of the Executive Engineers
under Barisal PWD Circle, Barisal up to 12-00 Noon of
30-3-98 and will be opened on the same day at 12-15
PM in presence of the intending tenderers who may like
to remain present. Each tender shall be in a sealed cover
with the name of work superscribed on it. The tender
form will be sold up to 29-3-98.

. Construction of Bituminus Carpe-
ting Road at New Police Line at
Gopaleany.

Tk. ﬁgaiilf: only.

Tk 13,165/= only.

For the completion of the work

from the date of Work Order is 30

(Thirty) days.

6. Contractor documents consisting of BD Form No.
2911, schedule of items, additional terms and conditions
etc. can be seen and obtained from the office of the
undersigned, also from the office of the Executive
Engineer, PWD Division, Barisal/Bhola/Patuakhali/
Barguna/Jhalakati/Pirojpur/Madaripur/Shariatpur on all
working days during office hours on payment of usual
charges of Tk. 400/= (Tk. Four hundred) (non-
refundable) per set of the Notice inviting tenders,
schedule of items, additional terms and conditions etc.
and a sum of Tk 25/= (Tk. Twenty-five) (non-
refundable) per copy of Tender Form No. 2911.

/. Earnest money amounting to Tk. 13,165/= only in TC
or BD, PO or CD from any scheduled bank of Bangla-
desh in favour of the undersigned must accompany each
tender fixed deposit holder with this Deptt. are entitled
to submit tender without depositing earnest money if
covered by FD amount but they must quoted reference to

of the respective tender at the
appropriate places of Form No. 291 1.

8. e contractor will be bound to pay VAT for this work
at the percentage of VAT fixed by the Ministry of
Finance/NBR on the basis of recommendation of PWD
against the different types (nature) of work.

Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Gopalgan;.
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