The Quest for a Credible Political Leadership

HE emergence

I Bangladesh was both
preceded and followed by a
series of extraordinary cir-
cumstances — protracted civil
unrest, the worst cyclone of the
history, the first ever general
election, non-cooperation,
genocide, war, famine and fi-
nally the violent overthrow of
the first elected government
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Light at the Tunnel's End?

The BJP is apparently back on course to be form-
| ing the new government in India. Not quite with a
bang though, the numerical constraint being only
technically circumvented rather than conclusively

leaders at various tiers enjoy-
ing tremendous mass appeal. In
the ranks of political parties
there are still muted few who
genuinely mean well-being of
the cl::enplc and tenaciously
guard their integrity. An cmcrﬁ-
ing generation wncidr.d to tech-
nology, vibrant with ideas and

exposed to the revealing world
of cyberspace earnestly looks
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The demagogy, political gimmicry or sloganmongering are now motorway to nowhere. On the contrary, it is
the managerial skill, dynamism and an X-ray vision with ability of seeing through the fog of time which
would enable a leader to steer his nation through the turbulence of globalised politics.

the name of so called consensus
government. So far the AL has
not done anything to prove that
it has an edge over others either
in morality or capability. On

their number also grew at the
same time — particularly dur-
ing the regime of Ershad who
had a habit of changing his
ministers almost at the fre-

its causes which were matters
more of passions and convic-
tion of an idealist. They had to
climb up, with toils and tears,
the steep ladder of leadership in

nhiﬁ in this country.

ow came a dilferent brand
of political leaders who strutted
on the centre stage of our poli-
tics for next two decades. After

overcome. Jayalalitha's AIADMK and her allies culminating in the assassina- the political process of the quency of changing his  public life. A few indeed treaded  the contrary it has failed to pro- for a role in the nation build-
 having a weightage of 27 seats in the Lok Sabha, tion of the nation's founding fa-  country was brought under the  trousers. this difficult tract and fewer ject an articulate enlightened  ing. The country can also count
after a bargaining detour made up their mind on ther — all of which dearly cost  official control by the succeed- Their regal life style of un- succeeded. Many failed and litical leadership as expected. on the blessings of innocent

ere do we go from here?

The last twenty-seven years
witnessed many changes both
at global level as well as in our
domestic scene. For years we
blamed — and rightly — the au-

among the cross section of po-
thoritarianism to be at the root litical activists.
. We

in- Given the will and determi-
nation a potential leader can
always build on these assets.
After all wsg can't the honesty
be combined with quality, pop-
ulism with knowledge, enthusi-
asm with initiative and convic-
tion with capability? Or can't a
bit of all of these positive values
be encapsulised in a few at the
apex of our politics? The politi-
cal leadership has a great deal
to do with the context of time

went into oblivion without
ulepping at the threshold of
r. But then there had been
in itself a great sense of fulfil-
ment. Can't that traditional
and idealistic orientation of
politics be revived?
Our public pinned great hope
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bridled hedonism remained
unaffected although the condi-
tions of the bulk of the popula-
tion worsened according to all
available socio-economic indi-
cators. They could not care less
if the education of the coun
had been in ruins and healt

this already impoverished
country in more than one way.
Pcrhn|im one of the most serious
casualties of some of these
traumatic events had been the
near-total decimation of the
country's credible political
leadership.

Prior to independence,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
last of the vanishing breed of
national liberation leaders,
successfully led his people to
their cherished goal of freedom
but both his towering personal-
ity and the prevailing political
flux did not allow the growth of
an alternative leadership. It
was manifest from the events
that followed. In the wake of
Awami League's phenomenal

ing regimes, an entirely differ-
ent political culture evolved in
the country, Politics, it was told
by the new ruler of the muntg.
would henceforth be made diffi-
cult. But for a new brand of
politicians it was rather sim-
plified while the political vet-
erans found it outright impos-
sible to survive in an emergin

political ethos : politics o

thriving on politics. The new
breed did not require to climb
up the slippery slope of long po-
litical career to reach certain
heights. He could be comfort-
ably catapulted there in the
least possible time if he was not
wanting in his servility to the
new ruler. In fact, now every-
thing was given on the platter at

millions content only with two
square meals, but ready to give
everything when it comes to the
question of the country. A mea-
sure of conviction still prevails

Saturday to extend "unconditional support” to a
BJP led government.

They conveyed such an assurance in writing to
President K R Narayanan who has been insisting
upon committed support from smaller groups to
avert any sudden demise of government. The
fickle-minded withdrawal of the so-called support
from outside had unmade quite a few minority
governments in India. With that India's entry into
the coalition era albeit turned inauspicious one
time too many.

However, even with Jayalalitha's crucial sup-
port, the BJP-led coalition is not poised to be
within a striking range of power. That's why there
has to be Andhra Pradesh leader Chandrababu

of all evils in our country
have done away with it by
stalling democratically elected
governments. We also thought
of parliamentary system of

overnment to be more con-

ucive to participatory democ-
racy. We now have got it. We
held centrally controlled econ-
omy responsible for our eco-
nomic stagnation. We have now
opened up to the market forces.
Amidst all these changes what
has not changed is, however,

services in chaos as long as in the return of AL to power al-

' ularit er 1969 mass up- a palt rice : a fealty to the their wards could be schooled ter long twenty-one years that the fate of our people. The and it must be responsive to its
Naidu's Telegu Desham Party planning to abstain Eﬂfgc When it occupied the o 0 prd d]:rel}r i need ofa polit-  abroad and their health was the party with its credentials of  changes in system s irgpurtant. Ehaﬂ*“cF“' For the leadership
from a vote of confidence so that the BJP could | try's entire political space, the ical support base. taken care of in Bangkok or  principled politics of pre-inde- byt much more important are  in the developing countries, to-

pendence days would bring back
order in hi i{ distorted politi-
cal practices. It is however dis-
tressing to see that in addition
to being oddly archaic in out-
look the ruling style of a new
breed 'Awamis’ is hardly dis-
similar from that of BNP or JP
thus obliterating AL's ideologi-
cal distance, if any, from its op-
ponents. Its failure in address-
ing the nation's hard issues —
the law and order, campus un-
rests, corruption, poverty, pub-
lic health and so on — is same
as those of its predecessors. If
the BNP or JP used public
money to strengthen their po-
litical base the AL also uses the
ministerial offices to lure away
the opposition law makers in

day’s role models are Lee Kuan-
ew, Mahathir Mohammad and
eng Xiao-ping and not
Nkrumah or Soekarno al-
though all of them have been
ﬁciat titadtﬁ h:l the cnntext]tn
elr time. The crnaﬁogr.pnlt-
ical gimmicry or sloganmon-
gering are now motorway to
nowhere, On the contrary, it is
the managerial skill, dy-
namism and an X-ray vision
with ability of seeing through
the fog of time which would en-
able a leader to steer his nation
through the turbulence of glob-
alised politics. For him the bot-
een pushed out of political tom line is absolute honesty
arena with its growing crimi- and an average capability; any-
nalisation after the indepen- thing more than that should
dence. There are courageous considered a bonus.

most of the 's new entrants
simply rode the bandwagon
without much conviction. So
when during 1971 they were put
through the litmus test of their
loyalty to the party and its ide-
ology they miserably failed.
The remaining lot including the
party veterans gave a poor ac-
count of themselves in the af-
termath of 1975 putsch. The
leadership crisis deepened
when four front-ranking AL
leaders were killed under de-
tention in November 1975, al-
though few believed that anyone
of them could really put on the
mantle of their mentor.
Nevertheless, 1975 was the end
of an era — a watershed for the
evolution of political leader-

Singapore. The law and order of
the country crumbled but their
high connections ensured them
their immunity. Their mealy-
mouthed mendacity carried
them through the rough
weather of politics. They re-
fused to make their life difficult
with firm conviction in politics
and found expediency to be the
golden rule to benefit from the
ruling regimes of all hues.

It was not surprising that the
culture rapidly flourished over
the years. The political ambit
was instantaneously crowded
by the people that included ob-
scure activists from far left and
extreme right as well as fire
brand revolutionaries to octo-
genarian obscurantists and
shrewd opportunists. Notwith-
standing the divergence of their
background they had one strik-
ing similarity with all of their
eyes fixed on an evershrinking
national cake and grech fin-

ers stuck in its creamy layer.
ot only that they ensured a
share in the cake and continued
lo thrive even if the country
went into a deep decline. The
nation's liability soared as

Parameters of the National Census

Why is the census necesmm To mﬁh, unless the leaders nf.t_he couniry know exactly what the population
isamihawtMmMW%WM!MmMMMMQWtMWMWMh
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economic initiatives and the pleted. For this purpose the gov-
planning of development activ- ernment has set up a National
ity? Further in this age of inse- Database Organisation (NDO)
curity, it is very necessary to headed by a serving major gen-
have correct documentation of eral with a known aptitude for

the people who make the
changed system work, Where do
we g:t those people from?

n intellectual decay
notwithstanding, this country,
it is told has outstanding
economists, jurists of interna-
tional fame, scholars who teach
abroad and innovative
bankers. Bangladeshi builders
produced architectural marvels

outside the cnuntrr. 'l'l]_x:rc e
brave entrepreneurs when the

working ambiance is [ree of
sleaze. These professionals used
to have some presence in our

ublic life. They have graduall

claim it has got the support of a majority of those
who were present and voted.

In such a scenario the BJP-led coalition will be a
fragile government. That being the case, the
Congress and the UF may be just waiting in the
wings to try and clamber to power. The only saving
grace for likely BJP-led government seems to be
that the TDP leader Chandrababu Naidu who is the
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh has a rival in
the Congress at the state level. So, his party cannot
so easily switch over to a Congress-led formation
at the centre without losing ground in state poli-
tics.

Even so, the tenuous nature of a BJP-led coali-
tion is a built-in feature that cannot be simply
wished away. So, the Congress is apparently keep-
ing its hopes to lead a future coalition with the UF
alive. From this point of view it is a significant de-
velopment that the Congress Working Committee
has named Sonia Gandhi as the party’s president
in place of octogenarian Kesri. With Sonia cam-
paigning in the recent elections Congress Party se-
cured 141 seats improving the tally only
marginally from 138 seats in the 1996 polls.
Congress would have perhaps done worse without
her hitting the campaign trail. The UF has lost a
lot of ground but the secular forces including the

Yet even in our country the
politics was once considered a
noble pursuit imbued with the
spirit of service. In olden days
the politics used to be a patriot's
sacred commitment for the
people in a polity. And the
politicians paid high prices for

able, the government may be-
come the greatest offender in
invading the guaranteed right
of the individual for privacy.
This may make the govern-
ment into virtually a "bi
brother", manipulating an
thus controlling the destinies of
the citizens. There is dire need
for enacting such laws that will

ESPITE many contradic-
Dtlnns and opposition from

vested quarters, the
national census, due since 1991,
has finally taken place. While
the government vacillated till
the last minute due to pressure
from various quarters, psycho-
logically this is a giant step for
Pakistan. Lack of a population
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Congress have polled 54 per cent of the votes as
compared with BJP's 34 per cent.

The electorate produced a hung parliament but
hardly envisioned that the smaller regional par-
ties would be so much of a key player in the forma- -
tion of a government. Indian democracy is in for a
litmus test.

Shabby OPDs

The purpose of a hospital is largely defeated if its
Outpatient Department is mismanaged. The pa-
tients in need of referral healthcare are always
greater in number than those taken into the vari-
ous wards of a hospital. The OPDs in government
hospitals are there to show how little has been
done in all these years just even to do the mini-
mum basics like taking stock of the logistic situa-
tion in view of a rapidly growing population and
rapid advancement in medical science. Corruption
of a section of the hospital staff, lack of account-
ability, authorities' insensitivity and indifference
have all combined to play a havoc with healthcare
service.

Time and again the print media has delved deep
into the problems besetting the public health sec-
tor but to no avail. Quite in line with the concern
expressed in the media the health ministry
late given the impression of being in a swim of ac-
tivism but not much has been reflected in reality.

A report in yesterday's Daily Star poignantly
indicated how the ESP (Essential Package of Ser-
vice) under the Fifth Health and Population Pro-
-gramme eluded OPD as an area of darkness. Re-
portedly there were no recommendations on how
to improve the deplorable conditions of OPDs.
From that point of view the outcome of the meeting
of directors of different government hospitals
bears some significance for us. The doctors' inter-
resulted in some practical suggestions
which if paid heed to will leave some impact on the
standard of service at the OPD, There should be
more such meetings of thinktanks in and outside
the government,

No Relief

There may be doubts whether 81 criminals in
every 100,000 of the population is a revelation but
there is no doubt that crimes related to sexual as-
sault on women have increased manifold. Accord-
ing to a disclosure from the Police department the
track-record of criminal incidences does not fea-
ture any alarming rise in crimes like murder, rob-
bery, dacoity etc. Nonetheless, the rate of increase
in crimes which stood at 4.5 in 1993 jumped to
41.57 in 1997. The dreadful proliferation of sexual
repression on women almost singly accounts for
the graphic rise in crimes. So what little relief the
law enforcers might feel in the rather stagnant pat-
tern of the more traditional crimes goes out of the
window. To think that a number of incidents of re-
pression on women have been committed by the
members of the police can only sharpen the edge of
a disconcerting reality.

The success of a healthy society lies in its abil-
ity to outweigh the proportion of criminality
good sense, tolerance, reason and enlightenment.
The general rise in the crime rate and the spate in
gender violence as a major contributor to the phe-
nomenon underline the fact that as a nation we
have possibly arrived at that critical
where we all need to pause a little bit from the rat
race of materialism and take a good look at the di-
rection we are heading. The need to co-ordinate
and interact at different professional and societal
| levels is probably higher than,any time before.

has of

action

juncture

count gave an impression of a
free-for-all wild west-t soCi-
ety that was graduall com-
ing unmanageable in the Soma-
lia-Rwanda sense.
Traditionally a crossroads
for humanity in the region,
Pakistan's fertile land and eco-,
nomic potential has become a
haven for migrants, not the
least being the Muslims of In-
dia, who battered by
brutality at worst and benign
neglect at best, have been
streaming to Pakistan in more
or less a constant flow. Because
of the Afghan war and its long
duration, most of the Afghans
who came as refugees have now
become Pakistanis by virtue of
corrupt documentation. The
National Identity Card (NIC)
which was supposed to deter
migrants has become the easi-
est thing to acquire, a Pakistani
passport follows even more
easily. The net result is that mi-
Eranta are mnstJ{ re%'lst:red as
akistanis and locals, on the
other hand, may or may not be
registered at all. This has led to
lop-sided documentation hav-
ing no basis to actual reality.
Why is the census necessary?
To start with, unless the leaders
of the country know exactly
what the population is and how
they are located and/or dis-
persed around the country, how
can they manage the nation,
what to talk about taking socio-

ears of =

the inhabitants of dwellings in
order to deny terrorists safe
houses. Whether one is plan-
ning anything in the health,
education, telecommunica-
tions, transportation, welfare
sectors, etc., without actual data
nothing is possible because at

. best planning is made on rough

estimates. Not the least is thi
factor of revenue collection, at
the moment less than 1 per cent
of the population is paying di-
rect taxes, once enumerated, the
tax-paying population will in-
crease manifold.

Over the past 50 years, the
rural majority has been trans-
formed into an urban majority,
this fact has to be reflected in
democracy and governance
thereof. At the present time, the
rule of the minority over the
majority is a travesty of both
democracy and justice. Who
does not want census? To start
with a majority of our present-
day politicians, particularly
from the rural area, do not want
a population count. The reason
is not difficult to discern, they
lose their majority status and
the percs of authority that goes
with it. At the moment by virtue
of the last population count,
they form the majority of par-
liamentarians who legislate
and enact laws — laws that they
themselves do not recognise but
others are forced to accept.
Many of the ills afflicting our

Ikram Sehgal writes fro Karachi

society will go with it as the in-
ordinate influence they com-
mand over the law enforcing
agencies diminish.

Similarly. given the ethnic
composition olwour nation the
present ruling elite in at least
two of the provinces, Balochis-
tan and Sindh, do not want it as
they feel that the ethnic Baloch
and Sindhi respectively, will
become minorities in their own

rovinces. Constant change has

istorical basis and one cannot
turn a blind ?c to the evolution
of nature. The people who
should ?a}r taxes but don't may
be deeply affected by the census
operation because having been
documented they will be much
more easily drawn into the tax
net. This exercise will draw in
rural and urban landowners to
a great extent, for the first time
agriculture tax is liable to be
imposed realistically. Another

reat service will be the clear

elineation of ownership, most
of the cases in the courts of law
stem from blurred ownership
lines.

One major faction opposed
lo census will be criminals who
will fear quick location of their
safe houses as police officers at
the Police Stations (Thana)

have computerised information
about the inhabitants in their
area available at their finger-
stips. Political parties that rely
on -militants to enforce their
fiat will also be unhaﬂ)}r with
this exercise. Given all this an-
imosity, the government did
well to mobilise almost one-
third of the Army to support
the Census Operation, otherwise
it would have ended up as an
exercise in futility. The
&rm{s presence and counter-
check has been a great restraint
on attempted fraud. notwith-
stan the posture of Ms Be-
nazir whose ethnic majority in
Sindh is set to become a minor-
ity. The census being conducted
in a peaceful and organized
manner is a great feather in the
Army's cap, a national duty
that simply had to be done.

It is a real wonder how this
country has been managed till
date with virtually unmaginary
statistics. How can planners
across the board really organise
their initiatives without facts
and ? In this modern age,
these facts and figures have to
be available in real time i.e at
the touch of a finger on the
computer. For that a whole na-
tional database has to be com-

Nasim Biswas?

Sir, The cause of the un-
timely death of Dr. Biswas is vet
to be identified. According to
the newspaper reports, he had
dinner at a wedding party on
Wednesday night. Then he sud-
denly developed vomiting
whlcﬁ was followed by respira-
tory paralysis.

Botulism is a kind of food
Fﬂlsﬂning caused by Clostrid-
um Botulinum which is a

toxin-producing bacteria. One

is affected after eating canned,
smoked or vacuum packed food.
Twelve to thirty-six hours after
ingestion of the toxin, visual
disturbances like double vision
and loss of accommodation oc-
curs, Ptosis (drooping of eye-
lids), cranial nerve palsy, and
fixed dilated pupil are other
signs. The patient may have dry
mouth, difficulty in swallowing
and in speech. The sensorium
remains clear and the tempera-
ture normal. Nausea and vomit-
ing may be present, particularly
with Type E toxin. Respiratory
muscle paralysis may lead to
death unless mechanical assis-
tance is provided.

I don't know what exactly
happened to Dr. Biswas, but if
these were the signs and symp-
toms, then the investigating
doctors could think over Bo-

tulism as a differential diagno-
sis.

Dr. A Nasser Khan
House No, 2

Gulshan Avenue
Gulshan 1, Dhaka 1212

Beware!

Sir, Some very mysterious
evenis have taken place re-
cently. They include the violat-
ing a 6-year-old girl within the
CMM building, weekend gas
disruption, price hike of onions
and salt as well as the despica-
ble incident in the Shahceg J-
nar, All these have taken place
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in a very short time span of less
than a month.

What does these prove? Is
conspiracy against the govern-
ment is going? We, the general
[)ubllr:. can only suffer up to a
imit. As soon as the trust break
down then there will be a price
to pay. Please don't wait for
that to happen. Then all hell
will break loose. We have seen
enough of strikes and non co-
operations in the past. We don't
want to see them anymore.
There will be a situation when
the government has to face the
public rather than mere oppo-
sition in the Parliament if this
continues,

We beg you to wake up and
take preventing measures so
that no more so-called acci-
dents happen anymore. We
want to live in a peaceful soci-
ety and see the improvement in
our lifestyle rather than a
degradation.

Am I only to feel this way?
Isn't there anyone out there
who feels the same way? No
matter which political party
rules this fair country of ours,
all we want is some prevailin

eace. Is that too much to aaﬁ
or?

Masroor Ahmed Deepak
Dhaka

Honour M Fazlur
Rahman

Sir, Mr M Fazlur Rahman
was a one of the eminent educa-
tionists of our country, with
immense and valuable contri-
bution. Mr Fazlur Rahman,
during his span of career of
over three decades, worked as
Professor, Principal of key in-
stitutions of our country, later
as Director of Public Instruc-
tion and Chairman of the then
School Text Book Board before
being moved over as Member of
the then Central Public Service
Commission. His plorious ca-
reer was enriched by his com-

==

mitment to the principles of
truth and justice both in
thought and practice.

Moreover, his contribution
to improve the quality of the
education in our country shall
ever be cherished. Many would
recall his spirited role in chal-
lenging many whimsical and
motivated decisions of the
colonial Pakistani rulers and
their unethical practices in our
academic arena. As an out-
standing scholar and academi-
cian, Mr Rahman rose to the oc-
casion to uphold and promote
the cause of the Bengalis, during
critical moments and more
courageously as a member of
the erstwhile Central Public
Service Commission.

In this particular position,
Mr Fazlur Rahman fought
against the injustices done to
the then East Bengal regarding
employment and sought to at-
tain appropriate share of jobs
for the Bengalis. Mr Fazlur
Rahman's ability to resist evil
and fight for the truth was fur-
ther strengthened by his inspir-
ing integrity of thought and ac-
tion. No fear of subjugation or
harassment or allurement of
selfish gain could ever distract
him from his noble ideals.

In the light of above, 1 would
submit the following proposals
for kind consideration of the
government,

To accord national honour
and recognition to late Mr M
Fazlur Rahman and to award
him with Ekushe Padak or In-
dependence Day award,

To name a hall of the Dhaka
University in memory of Late
Mr M Fazlur Rahman.

Dhaka University may ar-
ran%e Fazlul Rahman Memo-
rial lecturers.

Dhaka City Corporation
may consider naming a street
in his memory.

Establishment of Fazlur
Rahman Smriti Sangsad.

Dr Shibly Chowdhu
5, English Road, Dhaka

Admission seekers
with money

Sir, The present system of
admission test of Honours First
Year at Dhaka University is
completely a faulty one. As the
question paper is of MCQ type
with only one set, one can eas-
ily copy others' papers.

It is acknowledged by all
that the university is facing a
great abasement and its reasons
are not very far to be found out.
From the admission test stu-
dents learn to do illegal things
which result afterwards in their
perpetual crimes. Some stu-
dents before their admission
test look for some bright stu-
dents who will appear at the test
filling up forms with them in
exchange of money. It is heard
that there are some organised
groups who take money from
the students assuring them of
their getting chance.

It is mysterious as to how
much of it is true! But it de-
serves investigation. | have also
experienced it — people came to
me with alluring proposal of

aying money if I just sit for the
est with them to assist.

Kamal Uddin
Department of Enili.sh,
University of Dhaka

Sir, Blood donation can
build up spiritual relationships
among men, women, families.
and even nations.

We are known as a soft-at-
heart nation. Our young people
are also interested to partici-

ate in voluntary services like
glnnd donation. A healthy
man/woman can donate blood
several times a year. What is
needed is to help the organisa-
tions like Sandhani.

‘ Maeen Uddin Sabuyy

416, Zia Hall
Dhaka University
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Mobile Fun

Lt Cdr (Rtd) M Gholam Mostafa

such a task. The now has a
gigantic task before it, first to
siit through the many ques-
tions in the Census Forms and
transfer the answers into com-

uter language. This exercise of
E in data will take not less
then 2-3 years, so will the orga-
nization of terminals down to
the district level.

As the designated DG NDO
states, it is this for the govern-
ment to decide who will have
access to such information,
whether it will be limited to
government agencies or
whether private parties cleared
by the government that can tap
into the database. Because of
the advances in computer hack-
ing, the NDO will be hard put to
maintain computer securit
and data may will be available
to those who want to profit ille-
gally from it. As such the NDO
will have to restrict the ac-
quirement of personal data of
individuals so that it is only
available on request. This
brings as to the question of in-
vasion of privacy. Privacy is
guaranteedp to the individual
under the constitution but with
the national database avail-

forbid the government from us-
ing personal information about
the individual for ulterior mo-
tives. Off course, if the individ-
ual is involved in activity that
is criminal or anti-state that
would be reason enough but a
mechanism must be put in place
to obtain a court order other- =

'+ wise governments in Third

World countries are likely to
target the opposition out of a
political vendetta.

In every field of governance
data is needed, no is more
disturbing to Pakistan than il-
legal immigration. This artifi-
cial influx ,tends to create
schism that lead to disunity.
For a country on the verge of
disintegrating psychologically,
if not physically, the national
census provides a modicum of
cohesion. With the availability
of raw data within 5-6 months,
the entire spectrum of country
management will undergo a
radical change for the better. As
such the national census may
be labelled not only as a wel-
come and extremely useful ex-
ercise, but one of vital impor-
tance to the continued existence
of the nation as a viable entity.

Apparently written in a hu-
morous approach, the letter of
Mr O J Shams (DS Feb 20, 1998)
captioned "Tele(fun)” ventilated
glight of numerous hapless mo-

ile phone owners of Grameen
variety. 'Grameen' exploded
with such a novelty as to be-
come a household word in
Bangladesh and a source of cu-
riosity in many other coun-
tries. Micro-credit was a bold
innovation and a potent
weapon towards empowerment
of rural women-folk, hitherto
proverbially poor and ne-
glected, !imitinF their role to
producing children, rearing
them and attending to grindin
mill of everyday househol
chores. Although all family ac-
tivities revolved round the
mother, her efforts went un-
heeded because it could not be
quantified in terms of money
which is the measure of tangi-
ble earning.

Micro-credit brought about a
dramatic change in the sce-
nario. Rural women proved to
utter surprise of many that they
were more credit worthy and
conscientious than their male
counterparts. They were also
found to be gifted with inherent
skills geared to production and
efficient financial manage-
ment. Financial empowerment
gave them clout in the say of not
only their own family; but also

ally they became a power to
reckon with. It gave them the
confidence and dignity which
was hitherto denied to them. An
empowered woman set in a
chain reaction in improvement
of hygiene, nutrition and en-
lightened sense of family
Fannmg which followed col-
aterally. Consequent boon was
an extra mileage towards

overty alleviation which
orms the core of national
strategy. Gains achieved by
Grameen became a success story
to be I'E?Hﬂﬂttd in many coun-
tries including the US,

The architect of Grameen
rightly diagnosed lopsided

| communication facility as a po-

Thousands of such sets were

chip

tn% them with valuable market
into

ﬁlmmm

offere
ing calls turned out to be a hoax

up to its name in so far as its

the owner who moves with it
from one
course of
ness. The induction of mobile

information highway has re-
flected adversely on the whole
Grameen strate
mental piece called Grameen
phone now hangs around the
neck of its owners like prover-
bial "Albatross”,

——

tent factor inducing impover-
ishment. To open up a colourful

otent vista of information-

ighway, Grameen mobile
phone was made accessible to
rural as well as urban clientele
as yet another feather to the cap
of this spectacular movement.

marketed at a discount price
tag. Soon the cute contraption
adorned every other person's
pocket giving the owner a proud
distinctive look among the
COmITION run.

Instead of depending on vil-
lage Fariah (middleman) small
farm producers could at once
ascertain the obtaining prices
of produces ruling in distant
Hat/Bazar. The information
thus available at the fingertips
changed the whole dynamics of
marketing, shifting bargaining
from the Fariah to the
small farm producers; Fariahs
no longer able to cheat on the
latter's ignorance. The idea was
marvellous in as much it em-
powered the poor further arm-

rmation.

Then came the snag log-
the "highway".

eaven fell on the owners be-
cause connection could hardly
be made from mobile sets even
after strenuous efforts — longer
trying ran out its energy source
making it dead. The incentive
for charge-free incom-

as too few calls matured. In the
process, the mobile phone lived

mobility was limited to that of

lace to another in
is day-to-day busi-
phone in the name of opening

. The orna-

The writer is an advocate




