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One-stop Service

It may sound ironical that the Board of
Investment's one-stop service centre, the nodal
agency for facilitating local and foreign
investments, is itself lacking in equipment to
function. It need not be ill-starred though. For one
thing the, centre has been reorganised from its
earlier rather amorphous beginning and has only
started functioning at,its new office in the Jiban
Bima Tower since March 7. Quite naturally it will
be sometime before the centre becomes fully
operational, complete with computers, advanced
telecommunications outfit and the required staff
strength. However, we want the gestation period to
be shortened to the barest minimum. This is
obviously not asking too much because the Prime
Minister's Office takes a direct interest in the
affairs of the Board of Investment and the one-stop
centre otherwise looks fairly well organised to get
set and go about its business with a gusto. For
instance, there are desks at centre for Power
Development Board, Rural Electrification Board,
Dhaka Electric Supply Authority, Titas gas, Water
and Sewerage Authority, Telegraph and Telephone
Board, Bangladesh Bank, National Board of
Revenue and Department of Environment. They
will coordinate under the same roof to provide the
potential entrepreneurs with official registration
and utility services within a matter of month.

We have three suggestions to make about the new
facilitation service. First of all, the centre should
have a representative from the land ministry to
deal with land acquisition and allotment
problems expeditiously. Secondly, till such time as
the centre has not disposed of the numerous
pending applications for telephones, gas and
electricity connections it cannot be in a position to
respond to the new proposals with an undistracted
mind. So, that is the first task staring in the face of
the Board of Investment. Last but not the least, all
the line ministries will have to ensure that their
powers have been adequately delegated to the
officials representing them at the one-stop service
centre so that they don't have to refer any matter to
the secretariat and slip back into the same
bureaucratic rigmarole which is sought to be
averted. :

The Board of Investment has been bringing all
relevant quarters across the table for a healthy
fertilisation of ideas to come on top of operational
problems. The recent face-off between bankers and
traders is a case in point. We want the encounters
to continue,

Recycling Holds the Key

If there is any thing that the shopowner today
would not mind giving the buyer gratis it is a poly
bag. Because he has such an abundant supply of it.
Both the buyer and seller is caught in such a
destructive syndrome of mutual satisfaction . As a
national daily informed yesterday, about 45 lakh
polythene bags are disposed of in the city everyday.
The number soars to a frightening 162 crore per
year. Let alone the problem of indiscriminate

littering of them which causes problems to city's
drainage and sewage system simply because they
are indestructible, the constituent chemicals of
these bags are destroying fertility of the soil.
Unless something is done very soon, things are
bound to go completely out of hand.

Because they do not perish , recycling is the only
way to take care of this civilisational curse. It is
heartening that the authorities are seriously con-
sidering recycling as a way out of this stifling situ-
ation. Import of the raw materials for polythene
bags would be discouraged this way. But mere recy-
cling won't do, the government has to aim at a
complete freeze on manufacture. Since a
considerable part of the population has their
living linked with poly bag production putting a
tin hat on abruptly would not be advisable. A slow
but sure plan to phase these out seems to be the
answer. But the government unlike its predecessor
which banned production and distribution of
polythene bags in all but one place, EPZ in 1994
only to recant it soon under pressure from the
plastic industrialists manufacturers must not
back track on any decision that it is going to take.
While mobilising fund for the recycling project and
utilising the media effectively to discourage the
use of poly bags we counsel it to concretise this
awareness in some statutory form , something that

will not be affected by the vicissitudes of our
volatile politics.

Acres of Sin

It seems that the drug traffickers' racket has
chosen Bangladesh's remote south eastern part as a
breeding ground for plants that produce drugs. A
report published recently in a leading Bangla daily
indicates that poppy plantation is going on in full
swing in some parts of Bandarban in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts. Local people watch the spread of
this unholy domain as armed guards keep relent-
less vigilance of these tracts.

The news can only increase one's worry. Drug
has already made a heavy inroad into our social
consciousness. We are yet to develop an effective
strategy to stave off the narcotics flowing into the
country from outside, Production of narcotic
plants at our own backyard only shows how deep
the problem has gone and how much more
seriousness the government needs to attach to the
whole idea of fighting drugs. The home ministry
appears to have been caught by surprise with the
news. Now that the newspapers have reported on it
and that the local law enforcing agency is actually
struggling to keep the armed planters at bay, it is
planning on a thorough investigation. Ideally we
should have acted a long ago an nipped the whole
thing in the bud. With reports suggesting the in-
volvement of Karen rebels of Myanmar in it the
mmment seems to have quite a job on its hands.

tever it takes we want these acres of sin cleared
from our map sooner than later.

leading the

The Agr

LTHOUGH some of the
A‘agrn-prn-ceuin
ndustries ke jute,

cotton, tea, su and edible oil
etc. started much earlier in the
region which now constitutes
Bangladesh, there is no doubt
that the development of the
fruit and vegetable processing
sub-sector with modern tech-
nology, large-scale investment
and export-orientation has
started only a few years ago. In
spite of its vast potentials, it is
a late-comer in the industrial
fleld and hence still at its em-
bryonic stage of development.
The question uhviuunlf' s why
has it taken so long for it to
emerge? There is a need for an
objective and dispassionate
search for the right answers to
this question since the answer
seems to involve sensitive is-
sues mment's understand-
ing ol, and attitude towards,
the problems of the sector, fis-
cal-monetary-trade policy
package, business community's
innovative and risk-taking be-
haviour, general business psy-
chology and the law enforce-

* ment agencies' support to the

business environment etc. In
view of the limited space, only
some of the important ones of
these issues will be dealt with
here.

In the first place, it is clear
that neither the government
nor the business community
have been able to grasp the im-
portance of this sector until
very recently. That is precisely
the reason why there was no
special package-deal for this
sector by any government
since independence nor was
there any major attempt by an
private entrepreneur to launc
a large-scale industry in this
sector.

Immediately after indepen-
dence. the main task of the gov-
ernment was to bring back to
operation and manage the in-
herited chaotic industries and

HIS may look almost cer-
tain that a BJP-led new

overnment will take over
in India in the aftermath of the
recent snap general elections
even though the formation of
the government appears a
difficult exercise in view of the
fractured verdict given by the
electorate. There seems little
option than the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) not coming
to power with the support of its
electoral allies barring extreme
unforeseen developments
despite the fact that the pitch to
form the government has been
sufficiently queered because the

voting produced no clear .
winner.

When this column goes into
print. it's possible that a new
overnment has taken some
nd of sha
is in the offing although the fate
of the new administration
somewhat hung in the balance’
because of the fast-changing de-
velopments. Since the other ri-
val than the BJP that was keen
to form a government was the
Congress but it had almost
withdrawn from the effort fol-
lowing not much happy under-
standing with the United Front
(UF), the BJP remains the most
lausible plarcr in the game of
argest democracy
of the world towards giving a
new government. But as BJP
slru%gles to form the govern-
ment due to drag%ng of feet by
ally Ms Jayalalitha, Congress
sees glimmer of hope again.

The Congress in collabora-
tion with the UF, with the secu-
lar character of the two groups
being the common political ap-

in New Delhi or it -

o-processing Sector: A Late I Blo

It is clear that neither the government nor the business community have been able to grasp the importance of
. this sector until very recently. That is precisely the reason why there was no special package-deal for this
sector by any government since independence nor was there any major attempt by any private

entrepreneur to launch a

it was almost impossible to
think of developing any new
ones. The government still
doesn't seem to be clear as to
what kind of tariff adjustment,
internal decontrol measures
and tax incentives can be given
to this sector for its develop-
ment. The leaders of BAPA have
been appealing to the govern-
ment for giving them the same
facilities as were given to the
Ready-Made Garments (RMG)
sector. There is a need for some
clarifications here. No one
could imagine even in 1976-77
that a huge RMG sector, whi. !:
even according to The World
Bank study is one of the eleven
success stories of the Third
World countries in the decade of
19808, could emerge in
Bangladesh. Its successful
emergence was due to the con-
fluence of three most important
factors: The availability of
the US government's quota for
Bangladesh, Bangladesh gov-
ernment’'s relaxation of its in-
ternal control system by allow-
m% \sfseclal Bonded Warehouse
(S facilities and the Back-
lo-Back L/C system etc. and
the catalytic role played by its
leading entrepreneur Mr. Nurul
Kader Khan, a former civil ser-
vant. Mr. Khan entered into a
joint venture with a leadin
South Korean Company, whic
fully utilised its own G ex-
port quota and was interested
in taking advantage of
Bangladesh's share of the US
quota, on the one hand, and
was able to obtain export or-
ders from foreign buyers, on
the other.

l3esides, he was also able to
negoliate with Bangladesh gov-
ernment for the necessary spe-

cial facilities. He clearly under-
stood the opportunities for lo-
cal manufacturing and ::J:ort
of RMG products, organi he
finance and technical person-
nel for his own scale of opera-
tion and launched the enter-
rise. His initial success was
ollowed by an almost
avalanche of private invest-
ments in this sector through
the decades of 1980s and 199()s.
This sector now exports to tle

tune of about 82 billion worth.

of RMG products.

Similarly, in the early
1990s, the entrepreneurs of the
newly emerging Leather Prod-
uct sector, which is now devel-
oping quite rapidly . had to
work hard to obtain from the

vernment the same SBW and

ack-to-Back L/C facilities etc.
Now, the leaders of the BAPA
will have to work hard to per-
suade the government to give
them, what seems to be more
important to them at present,
the reduced rates of tariffs and
VAT on their imported inputs.
They also want the government
to negotiate with the US and
the European governments for
some [ixed quota of exports. But
the days of special quota in
g::lde seem Lo nearing their

scale industry in this sector.

In the second place, private
bus~iness behaviour and psy-
cholo have contributed a lot
towards a lack of investments
in new fields. Business people
seem to exhibit herd-like be-
haviour in the sense that if
some one has innovated some-
thing In some field and has
been successful, then many
others run to invest in that
field and make it a saturated
field quickly. This was true
with jute, textile, tea, leather,
shrimp, RMG, and now seems

_

/

to be even in the real estate area
as well. Most of them do not
want to take the initial risk of
innovating something and
even in the well developed sec-
tor do not want to develop a
unique niche for themselves so
that they could last longer In
the fleld.

They are more of a group of
followers than innovators.
This kind of behaviour doesn't
help the rapid development and
diversification of new indus-
tries. Further, the permit and
license hunting sychology
that was engendered by the gov-
ernment philosophy of protec-
tion an internal economic
controls which paid high divi-
dends to both the businessmen
and lobbyists as well as the

government officlals still dom-
inate their attitude and be-
haviour. If easy money can be
made by contacting high offi-
cials, why should one go for
industries which gives
headaches and worries of all
kinds ?

In the third place, terrorism,
bribes, illegal toll collection by
hoodlums and workers' indis-
cipline certainly discourage

potential entrepreneurs to in- -

vest in any ventures which
have to be located in some dis-
lant areas where no protection
can be expected from anyone.
Some survey reports showed
that cartons of factory prod-
ucts were taken away when ter-
rorists’' demands for cash were
not met. Similarly, milking
cows were taken away by ter-
rorists from the dairy farms
but local police did not do any-
thing when reported. Unless an
entrepreneur has sufficient
amount of money to spend on
the security and bribes of all
kinds, in addition to meeting
the proper investment expen-
ditures, he cannot succeed In
an 1ndust|;6. let alone innovat-
ing any. Workers' indiscipline
is a threat to the life of an en-
trepreneur. Who hasn't heard
the well-known statement of a
E{otcnual buyer of Adamjee Jute

ill  that he wouldn't™ buy it

even if it was selling at a
throw-away price because he
loves his life. The incentives

that such situations would gen-
erate in the mind of a busi-
nessman, if he at all has to
scrape out a living, would be to
open a small shop In a busy
shopping area where such dan-
gers, threats and humiliations
are minimal and forget about

Predicament in Indian Scene —

Smaller Parties Bargain

Ms Jayalalitha supported BJP in the polls and said she would endorse a government led by if without taking
part in the new government. Where is then the problem if she was not coming with formal letter of

proach, sought to explore pos-
sibilities for setting up a gov-
ernment since the main rival
BJP failed to come out with ab-
solute majority despite its re-
sounding success in the polls.
But its effort did not succeed
Znainly on two counts — differ-
nces within the Congress
whether to seek to go té power

‘orremain 'in the opposition.
‘‘and lack of unanimity

within
the 15-party UF on its policy
towards extending support to
the Congress in its effort to lead
a government. Finally, the
Congress appears to have given
up and the race remained con-
fined to BJP alone — albeit its
difficulties in mustering the
necessary support required to
govern the nation.

But what has come as an in-
teresting feature of the post-
election scenario is the emer-
gence of the otherwise small
and less significant political
parties as crucial to decide key
events. Suddenly, much to their
surprise and glee, they find
themselves in a position where
the main parties ol the country
are placating them and they
(smaller ones) are seeking to
call the shots. These smaller
parties appeared as the "king
makers” and have been cata-

support for the BJP?

Pradesh chief minister Chan-
drababu Naidu and his regional
organisation, "Telegu Desam”
or the TDP which is fully con-
lined in the southern state. Fur-
thermore, the TDP has not done
very well in the polls compared
to the 1996 elections but still it
can draw great delight from the
position it finds itsel!
And so is another southern
litician Ms Jayalalitha of the
amil Naidu state, who ap-
eared dictating terms. e
P secured only 12 seats in the
945-member lower house of
parliament (Lokshaba) and Ms
Jayalalitha's AIDMK only 18 in
the federal parliament.
Nonetheless, both the leaders
are the most wooed ones in the
scene that developed after the
balloting. And interestingly, no
less important in a way have
been Ms Mamata Benerjee and

professionalism

Sir. The recent damage to a
major gas pipe in Rampura,
rendering hall the metropolis
gasless. reveals the amateurish
way ol doing professional work
in developing countries. The
records and the drawings have
to be maintained Pmp:rl}r. up-
dated from time to time. Now
that it is easy and inexpensive
to computerise the offices,
record-keeping should not pose
problems.

It appegrs markers/flags
(like milestones) above the un-
derground lines have not been
erected in majority of the cases
by the several agencies who
have installations wunder-
ground, namely, electricity, gas,
water, sewerage and telephone.
These running sites are well
marked or flagged in the devel-
oped countries.

Another aspect, not clear
from the press reports, is the
lack of coordination during
such major diFan /piling jobs:
a representative from each of
the 'underground users' must be
present initially at the work
site. Clearances must be ob-
tained in writtnE.

It is very lucky that a fire or
explosion did not occur during
this pipe burst, otherwise the
Rampura TV Centre could have
been badly damaged and ren-
dered unserviceable for a con-
siderable period.

The qmrernment may init{-
ate a Fu lcy to computerise es-
sential record-keeping areas in
the essential services. Then it
would be easy to update and
::qu any document for (nstant
relerence. A good office system
relies less on human errors and
the human factor, and on over-
staffed sections causing more
confusion. The administrative
system has to be reorganised on
modern lines, This is being un-
necessarily delayed on one pre-
text or another, and the priority
is not u ed,

It is heartening to note that
the government has decided to
computerise the land records

—

all over the country. Pa-
er/document transfer would be
¢ss with e-mail service avalil-
able in the government offices.
Once the network is set up, the
operation and maintenance
costs are comparatively low,
even compared to the staff bud-
get of the bloated hureaucracz,
and huge paper and file work.

A Husnain
Dhaka,

Prof Muhmn;nat_l
Yunus writes

Sir, Thanks for writing the
commentary "We are Outraged”,
Thanks for trying to create that
outrage. Nothing seems to mat-
ter to this nation any more. You
say it very boldly — ﬁ'wc cannot
protect our children, then no
other achievement matters,

| cannot agree with you
more,

Yunus

Congratulations to
Dr N Islam

Sir. I congratulate National
Professor (Dr) N Islam and the
Syndicate Members of the Uni-
versity of Sclence & Technol-
ogy. Chittagong (USTC) for their
most appropriate and timely
decision to rename the Univer-
sity Hospital as Bangabandhu
Memorial Hospital,

Inauguration of the Paedi-
atric Ward as the first step is yet
another significant event in ﬁ::
history of development of
Bangabandhu Hospital.

during its short period
of existence has earned name
and fame abroad. This is evi-
denced by the admission of stu-
dents from many foreign coun-
tries which include Nepal, Pak-
istan, India, Sudan, Saudi Ara-
bla and even Norway.,

Professor N Islam has been
the founding man of IPGMR,
now converted to Bangabandhu
Medical University. | remember

e

Lthe situation Prof Islam had to
face during the (nitial period of
the IPGMR way back in 1965-
66. Many would laugh at it. But
the determination of Prof Islam
was so strong and his vision so
trzllcar that nothing could daunt
im.

After the National Professor
Dr Md Ibrahim who shall re-
main immeortal for his monu-
mental BIRDEM, popularly
known as Diabetic Hospital
National, Professor Dr N Islam
is the only one in the profession
today who has demonstrated
his ability and vision throu
the establishment of IPGM
The contribution of this great
institute |s most significant in
the field of pﬂntﬁza uate medi-
cal education in the country,

| hope the Prime Minister,
the Health Minister and all
those who have some respect for
Bangabandhu shall see that the
name the USTC authorities
have adopted for the Hospital
prove worthy of it,

Mujibur Rahman

Retired Professor of Blood
Transfusion Dept., IPGMR,
Dhaka

Clarification

Sir, I have read with keen In-
terest the news item In your es-
teemed daily, on Sunday, the
1st March, your post-editorial
on Monday, the 2nd March and
a report on 3rd March on the
incidence at Feni on 28th
February, 1998,

As a personal clarification, I
wish to draw your kind atten-
tion that I have been working
with Shell for almost a quarter
century as an employee. | have
never participated nor indulged
in politics in my life. | was sur-

rised to have noted the allega-

on that I had "political con-
fliet" with the Awami League
leader. In fact, I never met him
in my life.

A B A Sirq) Uddowlah

ﬂﬁtn'ngﬂ.kf Dlrlr.'mL of
Bangladesh

"\ Il MATTERS
AROUND US

g Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury %
NI el

ulted to a position’ of strength.
e focus came on the Andhra

her newl

George Fernandes and his
"Samata Party” in Bihar or the
Sikhs' "Siromoni Akali Dal"
and its leader Prakash Singh
Badal in Puﬂah or Chowdhury
Devi Lal of Haryana Lokdal or,
for that matter, "Lokshakti”
and its Ram Krishna Hedge in
the southern Karnataka state.
May be all of them are not in
same bargaining strength or ev-
erybody wants to b n in the
same pattern. But what i{s com-
mon is that with seats ranging
from only six to 18 in the mas-
sive house of 545 members, the
less-talked-about parties are
now attractln% much greater
importance and in the process
they are the most crucial char-
acters of the political scene.
The interest of these parties
vary from one to another like
the TDP has to negotiate a diffi-
cult turn in a slippery ground

newly formed “Trinamul
Congress” Iin WestL Béngal, Mr *

because it has been an impor-
tant component of the UF and
Mr Naidu its convenor but
for strategic reasons had to dif-
fer with most partners of the
coalition on the issue of sup-
porting a Congress-led govern-
ment. His reasons are also un-
derstandable since in the

Andhra Pradesh, the TDP's ,
ss and /

main-rival is the Congre
as suchhow 'wduld ft fight the
Congdress in the coming state
elections {f, it supports the
party at the centre in the shape
of a government led by it? Since
Mr Naidu's politics in the state
has been on anti-Congressism,
his chances ol maintaining its
strength in the Andhra Pradesh
would obviously diminish
largely if he has to take a step
that goes to the extent of recon-
ciliation with the Congress. But
the main parties of the UF felt
that it was necessary for the
secular forces in a bid to prevent
the "communal” BJP from
coming to power at the centre,
although most of the UF part-
ners have otherwise bear strong
reservation about the Co .
In a situation when the BJP
as the single largest Fﬂﬂ.}" was
desperately looking lor mem-
bers other than its allies to
muster the necessary support

omer

developing an industry.
Finla}.ll}r. I would tl‘le to con-
clude by arguing that agro-
processing industries, espe-
cially the fruit and vegetable
industries would have to be es-
tablished all over the country
since land-based uces are
coming from far-flung areas of
the country. Because of this fea-
ture of the industry, the entire
country should be treated as
rt Processing Zone (EPZ)
rather than a few specially se-
lected EPZ areas as at present.
There is no reason why an ex-
port industry located in the
deeper forest areas of Sylhet

 where plenty of pineapples are

grown or a mango-pul

cessing industry located Ra-

jshahi where mangoes are
rown, should not get all the
acilities of safer supplies of
utilities and tax holidays that
a similar industry located in,
let us say Chittagong EPZ, gets,
Such industries in the distant
areas will retain people in
those areas which will discour-
age migration of people into the
major urban cities and also
develop many social services
like roads. schools, hospitals
and entertainment facilities
such as the jute and sugar mills
etc., have done for their em-
ployees and staff in various ar-
eas of the country. Domestic in-
dustrialists who are developing
these new rt industries
should be entitled to equal fa-
cilities as the foreign industri-
alists in the EPZs so that they
will have the incentives to
reinvest their profits in the
economy again.

These are additional benefits
that the country will derive
from this new approach to the
treatment of agro-processing
industries located in various
parts of the country. Govern-
ment should rethink the phi-
losophy of EPZ located nni‘y in
the neighbouring areas of big
cities.

for formation of the govern-
ment, TDP came first at its
mind. When Mr Naidu was
meeting his Eart:,r members at
state capital Hyderabad, he was
flooded with calls from BJP, UF

and leaders — all seek-
ing his support. He was wooed
and pam but this was a
delicate problem. He cannot
support ess but how can
be also support the BJP
overnight that too being a

senior leader of the UF? He kept
gueunhu all and remained am-
iguous about his gollc}r. What
an importance for him!
Eventually, he sought to
strike a balance — not support-
ing Congress but also ref;

from ding support to BJ
= ﬁ?ﬂ?an?abummg from
a possible vote of sth when

the new government goes for
confidence vote. In a way it
would be favouring the BJP. Ms
Jayalalitha supported BJP in
the polls and said she would en-
dorse a government led by it
without takm‘%ﬁar( in the new
government. Where is then the
problem if she was not coming
with formal letter of support for
the BJP? She was negotiating
some ministerial berths in the
new government for some per-
sons close to her politi or
personally but not from her
own party. She also wants to
settle fate of Tamil age
and state's water issue. Others
also bargain politically and
materially and smaller ones
rule the roost — at least for the
time-being, while their say
could be of critical value. Once
again, in the running of the new
government.

_Turkey’s Membership of the

by FH Chowdhury

EU

Turkey is almost seduced by Europe and it hopes against hope that there is light at

article on 9 March has ad-

vised Turkey to turn to
Mecca as its repeated attempts
to join the European Union is
bound to fail. It has been an as-
sociate member of the then
Common Market since 1963
and has now been overtaken by
the recently democratised East
European countries in the
leaiuc of the favoured nations

THE Times of London in an

to join the Union. Geographi-
cally, Turkey is a non-Euro-
ean country, 95 per cent of its
andmass falls in Asia and it is
therefore courious why s
Turkey so determined to join a
club when the majority of its
members do not approve of its
membership. Moreover, accord-
ln%ta the same article, the EU (s
a bloc of the economically de-
veloped and democratically
based Christian countries in
the heart of Europe. Turkey's
loyalty to its European allies
does not cut much ice here,

In 1923, Turkey's radical
leader Kemal Ata Turk declared
a republic after the ill-fated
Sultan was deposed and ban-
ished and the Caliphate and
Sultanate were abolished at a
stroke. The new republic sprang
ufa in the cinderella areas of the
old empire, the majority of
which lay in Asia and only a
small part in Europe, divided
from the Asian mainland b
the straits of Bosphorus ang
Dardenelles. Kemal Ataturk
wanted a modern and secular
Turkey and framed a constitu-
tion for his new republic strip-
F’“‘ it of all religious influence;
he powerful Ulema were liter-
lll{ banished from the body
politic of Turkey. He even In-
vented a new alphabet for Tur-
kic based on Latin to replace
Arabic, hitherto lingua franca
of the vast Turkish Empire.
Astride Eur and Asia, Ata
Turk wanted Turkey to become
a part of Europe politically,

the end of the tunnel

economically and culturally,
During the last 75 years his suc-
cessors and custodians of
Turkey's constitution have,
however, ill-served Ata Turk's
legacy. Turkey's march to
democracy has been slow, often
interrupted and fraught with
dangers and disappointments.
Political turmoil and economic
instabilities and lack of na-

tional cohesion have torn
asunder this Euro-Asian ub-
lic born on the ashes of the

moribund Ottoman empire for
decades. In its south-eastern
flank the Kurds have been fight-
ing for a separate homeland in
conjunction with the Iranian
and the Iraqi tribes brutally
uui:pr:ued by the ap;la_llicaunn of
military force, There have been
human rights abuses in its ex-
traordinary zeal to hold onto
its secular constitution, free
speech has been muzzled and
the press freedom curbed.

Its economy has not devel-
oped to anywhere near the Eu-
ropean standard and the army
has remained the most power-
ful voice in the running of the
country. Ata Turk's legacy is be-
ing debated afresh today and
Turlkey is searching for the
soul.

Recent constitutional prohi-
bition on the pro-Islamic Wel-
fare Party, arrests and prosecu-
tion of its leading members in-
cluding many MPs remind one
of its dark days of 60s. when its
then Prime Minister Adnan
Menderes was publicly hanged
following a show trial on sedi-
tion charges. Welfare Party's
coalition with Tencu Cillar's
True Path party was short-lived
and Erbakan's government was
ousted from power after the
coalition fell apart. Welfare
Party is a new tical force
whose appeal has based on
its extensive social welfare ac-
tivities and its pro-Islamic

strate loudly to Euro
has been a ng

ber of NATO, OFEC and the
Council of Europe and erstwhile
CENTO. Turkey
dunied hat there
against hope that is t
al the end gfl the tunnel. e

stance is of course deeply un-
popular with the werful
army. The milit orms an
important part of the National

Security Council in Turkey.
With the demise of the et
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