@he Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Alli
Dhaka Friday, March 13, 1998

Boils Down to Police
Reform

President Shahabuddin Ahmed's police week
speech to law enforcement top-brass on Tuesday at
Bangabhaban bore the stamp of his characteristic
flair for brass-tacks. For instance, he wanted to
know from his audience whether they have been
taking follow-up actions on the 'alarming press re-
ports' about law and order incidents in the country.
In other words, if there has been any pitfall on this
couiit this must be scrupulously avoided in the fu-
ture. The police, for purely professional reasons,
have to depend on the news media for being fed
with essential information topped by a public
opinion angle to these. If they didn't do this, they
would be doing both themselves and the society a
disservice. The police force need to reflect a
healthy attitude, or courage of conviction, if you
like, to be receptive to media or public criticism
and never find themselves in a bunker situation to
defend their position at all costs. Sometimes by
sweeping things under the carpet.

President Shahabuddin was specific about those
newspaper stories that revealed certain tenden-
tious omissions and commissions being made by
the police force from time to time. People are being
harassed at the thanas when they go to these to
lodge complaints, thana hajat inmates are man-
handled by outsiders and deaths have occurred in
police custody. All these smack of not merely crim-
inal negligence of duty but of criminality as such.
The tenor that percolates from the top of the police
hierarchy is a cardinal factor in determining the
quality of service delivered by the police force at
the bottom.

The President strikes a responsive chord in us
when he warns against both 'the alleged use of po-
lice by the party in power and the allegiance of a
section of the police force to certain leaders and
workers ..." We want police reform to be carried out
sooner than later through a bipartisan parliamen-
tary committee.

Time to Tidy Things Up

A front page report in yesterday's issue of this
paper threw light on a perennially neglected aspect
of our urban experience: the unabated growth of
medical centres and factories and the hazards they
posc to public health. Indeed Dhaka in the last few
years has seen a mushroom growth of commercial
constructions against the norms of scientific town
planning and service value. Medical centres and
workshops or factories are probably the two worst
contributors when it comes to public health haz-
ards. Our correspondent has found out that major-
ity of the medical centres do not have skilled and
knowledgeable operators. No revelation all right
but an extremely disturbing reminder, Do the au-
therities have any idea about the extent of damage
already done to public health due to radiation from
these clinics where people without even the rudi-
mentary knowledge about radiology are allowed to

handle a potentially dangerous equipment like the
X-Ray machine? Not only that, very little care is
taken for proper disposal of medical garbage.
Roads around some of the clinic-infested areas

would bear testimony to this.

If the centres are guilty of radiation, shops and
factories which have combustion in the centre of
their operational activity are to be blamed for
toxic emissions. The report frighteningly delin-
eates how these emissions spray micro particles
like zinc, lead, mercury and cadmium into the air
— all great sources of environmental pollution and
agents of killer diseases. What worries one most is
that there is no sign of change in this pattern. Be-
cause trade licences are being issued in the most
unscrupulous manner by the DCC authorities.
There is a provision for meeting certain require-
ments on environmental grounds, but almost
none, as the report shows, cares for it.

This is untenable. We want a total freeze on any
new trade licence unlinked with governmental pol-
icy. Besides the government has to do something
immediately to zone the areas of these establish-
ments so that tighter gnvemmental monitorin
and service are ensured. The law has to be lai
down strictly on medical clinics that in their ruth-
less pursuit of profiteering are causing health and
environmental hazards. About the welding work-
shops and factories, guilty of lethal emissions, we
suggest their early relocation in suitable areas.

Sounds Good

Amidst sadly evaluations all around on the
mayor's completion of four years in office, it rings
as a reassuring break that not all the government
agencies are on holiday in matters related to envi-
ronment and public health. We are indeed heart-
ened by a news published in a leading Bangla daily
that authorities are going for a four-phase measure
to rid the city streets of black smoke billowing ve-
hicles. We heard it many times before in the past.
But it remained a pie in the sky ever since all this
talk about penalising the faulting vehicles and
clearing the city sky and air was first heard. There
is no point in referring to the promises made and
forgotten comfortably. We want to look forward to
this latest one which seeks to bring some change in
the situation through a graded and sequential
punitive strategy.

In the first step of the 24-hour drive which is
likely to begin from next month under the joint
auspices of the Department of Environment, DCC,
BRTA and concentrate on one street a day, the laps-
ing vehicle will be warned with a cautionary seal
on its blue book This will be followed by progres-

the route permit. We think things have gone far too
far for such soft measures as fines. We believe one
warning is enough before the final measure or an-
nulment of the route permit is ordered. Given the
administrative loopholes that we have mere can-
cellation will not do. The government has to make
sure that these faulty vehicles do not creep back
into the traffic system.

Now that the government has decided to go for a
long term plan to curb pollution, we exhort it to
make sure the project does not suffer from finan-
cial crunch. In order to facilitate the huge cam-

- paign prior to the drive, the state owned govern-
J_mf:nt media should play a major role.

sively increasing fines ending in cancellation of
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tween rural and urban

income and living
standards is self-evident.
Broad-basing development
would require enhanced rural
em‘flu}rmcnt. skill development
and income generation.

The question is : Should we
endeavour to mainstream rural
men an women into the devel-
opment process or should an
urban-industrial bias continue
to exclude sizeable segments of
population from that en-
chanted circle?

Dispersal of industries and
simple processing plants
throughout the countryside,
close to the supply of raw mate-
rial, drawing labour from the
farming community, increases
linkages between agriculture
and industry. Such dispersal
enables land-poor farm family
members to combine employ-
ment in industrial activities
with agricultural pursuits. This
in turn enables a farm family to
enhance and diversify (s
sources of income, scaie down
risks of income failure, and
obtain employment for a larger
number of days per year. Skills
acquisition increases their so-
cial mobility and adaptability.

Employment and educa-
tional objectives need to be ex-
plicitly integrated into such ru-
ral industrialisation strategf,r.
This calls for appropriate I:m i-
cies, technologies physical in-
frastructure and supporting in-
stitutions capable of reaching
the village and household lev-
els, and providing rural en-
trepreneurs with necessary in-
centives.

A wide range of ethnic and
traditional food products are
Fruduced in Asian countries
rom indigenous agricultural
raw materials. They constitute
as high as 70 per cent of food
industries in many countries.
Often family owned, they em-
]jlu}r o0 or less workers and are
abour-intensive, predomi-
nantly staffed by women work-
ers. They suffer from low pro-
ductivity, lack of quality con-

T HE growing disparity be-

The Last Shall Be the First

"We can begin by putting our full weight behind a new

model of devefop-l;ent that not ﬂnf;gmutes 7

growth, but distributes its benefit equitably, that sustains environmental resources for future production and
future generations and that empowers people to participate in the economy and in the decisions

that affect their lives."

and development. Thus, they of-
fer scant competition to modern
food processing industries. But
there is scope to increase
productivity and improve prod-
uct quality through relevant
support services, education and
training.

Livestock systems in the
countries in South Asia are
usually smallholder crop-live-
stock farms. Women contribute
substantially to such opera-
tions, Rural women need spe-
cial extension and trainin
programmes to acquire ski
and knowledge in management
and feeding practices, milk hy-
giene, disease control, storage,
use of by-products record-
keeping and credit. The expand-
ing ult?r*reaﬂng operations
in the villages in Bangladesh
have received a big boost
through NGO programmes for
microcredit training support
and linkages with larger units
for supply of one day chicks and
supplementary I'etd}.r

he corporate sector could
romote contract cultivation of
orticultural and other high-
value crops on the basis of buy-
back arrangements. PRAN, an
agri-business enterprise ex-
ports processed pineapples,
mar;:_lgé:es. lemons, and gherkins
to EEC.,

Despite significant growth
in canned fish production dur-
ing the past decade, 75 per cent
of the volume and 64 per cent of
the value of fish exported by
countries of Asia is still fresh,
chilled or frozen. Part is pro-
cessed within the region and re-
exported, primarily h{v Fiji.
Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia,
Singapore and Thailand. Re-
grm:essnrs outside the r:Fiun
enefit from these low value-
added fish exports. The poten-
tial for modern fish processing

There is a growing awareness
of the importance of harvesting
from the trees rather than
harvesting the trees. There is a
need for better organisation of
collection, processing and
marketing of non- forest
products. Increasing contribu-
tion of these products to the in-
come of rural women, to do-
mestic economies and world
trade has high potential.

Constraints of declining real
rural incomes, policy bias and
continuing trade barriers, in-
terlock and raise critical issues
in the agro-processing sector
and market.

Slow progress in develop-

ment of indigenous technolo-
gies poses a major constraint.
As long as developing countries
continue to depend on imported
technology, by way of turn-key
factories and imported pro-
cesses, they will be confined to
overcrowded metropolitan cen-
tres, conventional products and
saturated markets. Indigenous
technologies must come to the
forefront duly upgraded by the
cutting edge of science,

Small-scale, rural-based
agro-processing enterprises, are
in a relatively weak position in
respect of finance when compet-
ing with large-scale manufac-
turing units. Thanks to micro
enterprise credit by Grameen,
BRAC, PROSHIKA and Palli

self-employment through
household enterprises has be-
come a reality for a number of
the rural poor. The question
now is how such enterprises
and the entrepreneurial poor
can graduate to production for
blggf[:r domestic and export
markets and the generation of
rural wage-employment. The
poorest of the poor need such
employment or starve.

Agro processing and small-
scale industries do not but
should command priority for
long-term credit.

3. Organisation of agro-in-

dustries varies between and
within countries. Enterprises
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have different levels of sophis-
tication and scales of opera-
tion. Employment-intensive
and decentralised rural indus-
tries can benefit from non-ex-
ploitative linkages with sophis-
ticated state-of-the-art enter-
prises. Examples are the town-
ship enterprises in China. In
1991, the output value of the Ru-
ral and Town ship Enterprises
amounted to US 220 billion ac-
counting for one half of agricul-
ture income and two-fifths of
the value of exports. Grameen
Bank in Bangladesh accounts
for twenty per cent of the hand-
loom cloth used in readymade
garments industry. Liberating
and mobilising the initiatives
of the rural poor, however, will
require their ownership of
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they can call their own. This is °

true for the Grameen handloom
weavers.

A skilled and educated work-
force is a prerequisite for suc-
cessful agro-industrialisation.
In Asia and the Pacific, there
are wide differences in invest-
ment in education and training.
Japan leads with high rates of
enrolment in tertiary educa-

tion, followed by the Republic of

Korea and Sinﬁapnre. Unlike
other regions, however, voca-
tional education. as a percent-
age of all education, has de-
clined, imposing a potential
limiting factor on agro-indus-
trial development. Bangladesh
suffers from an inverse pyra-
mid of educational investment
where basic education contin-
ues to linger at the bottom.

A prerequisite for an agro-
industrial strategy that incor-
porates both employment and
equity considerations, is in-
vestment in increasing human
capabilities, and eliminating
barriers to their access to re-
sources, information and tech-
nology. Skilled and knowledge-
able people are in a better posi-
tion to respond to incentives
and opportunities, to help di-
versify economies and take up
non-agricultural employment.
Enlarging people's choices and
economic opportunities will
pre-suppose a technology and
information base upon which
they can draw.

Corning back to Bangladesh.
I shall plagiarise from a recent
World Bank report on the non-
farm sector in the countryside.

The micro enterprise based
credit programmes of NGOs
have helped containing
poverty. But small and medium
scale rural enterprises that can
borrow on commercial terms

ered by any credit supplies. The
next step should be to create in
partnership with the NGOs an
enabling environment for pri-
vate sector-led rural industry
and for stronger linkages to
aﬁ'iculture and traditional
skills in woven textiles and
specialised handicrafts.

A prerequisite is vastly de-
veloped rural physical infras-
tructure and the development of
market towns with adequate
provision of utilities like elec-
tricity or telecommunication
facilities. Second, beside access
to credit, producer services for
small and medium-scale indus-
tries must become avaijlable
more widely. In South-east Asia
foreign investors setting up

roduction in Special Economic
nes helped to galvanise rural
industries through production
linkages, training and
technology transfer. :

In Bangladesh rural indus-
try represents a potential ven-
ture-capital role for NGOs like
the Grameen or BRAC. The
Grameen check, now diversify-
ing with flannels, is a good ex-
ample of how the skills of
handloom weavers can be
linked to the more sophisti-
cated textiles — industry and
how appropriate financing and
appropriate domestic and ex-
port demand can be put together
to start altering how productiv-
ity activities into high produc-
tivity and quality outputs.

Central to these approaches
are the resource-poor people
themselves. They need better
access to resources, to knowl-
edge, and to better opportunities
to make use of the few resources
they command. As Gustave
Speth puts it, "we can begin by
putting our full weight behind a
new model of development that
not unlg generates economic

h, but distributes its bene-

t equitably, that sustains en-
vironmental resources for fu-
ture production and future gen-
erations and that empowers
people to participate in the
economy and in the decisions

trol and little if any research remains to be fully exploited. Karma Sahayak Foundation, and/or stake in enterprises are not being adequately cov- that affect their lives.”
1 Why all of a sudden, spend- admission test in BUET has man interventions that will Bangladesh from the US. and sons who were attacked on
What about sanctaty ing SﬂmeE‘h of the tax-payers’ long been regarded to be ideal disturb the riverine ecosystem. some — only some — are ac- 1st February 1998 belonged to
before death, Ms money, did the authority need and impartial in the country. These human interventions tively using it. Otherwise, even the elderly generation. And let's

Halima?

Sir, Ms Halima Begum feels
happy (Sanctity after death, DS,
March 6) for the question of ap-
pointing women doctors in do-
ing postmortem works was
raised in the Parliament.
Sounds good news to me for all
womankind.

Writes Ms Halima: "Doing
postmortem of female dead bod-
ies by male doctors is tanta-
moun* to dishonour the body of
Lite victim and is not allowed in
Islam." | must praise your
thinking mind Ms Halima. for

You really are trying to project °

another religious hype.

Look around us! What would
a woman feel like after being
raped (before death, of course)?
It simply seems an outrageous
idea when "your” Parliament
and religion can't even honour
us before death. It was so fool-
ish of you to come up praising
Mr Haji Selim's proposal in the
Parliament,

Do you think male doctors
are so much evil-minded that
they will touch a female dead
body with a mind other than
their profession?

Iffat Parveen
Uttara, Dhaka

Doing Mr Haque a
favour

Sir, Mr M M Haque from In-
dira Road, Dhaka on March 8
was highly critical of Mr S M
Abu Zafar’'s "inability to under-
stand the plain English of Mr
Mizanur Rahman's letter”.

Fine, Mr Haque, you are a
knowledgeable person — but |
am worried about your inabil-
ity to update the dates. Look at
the two dates printed in your
letter — 4.3.97 and 28.2.97. |
think they should be 4.3.98 and
28.2.98.

Well, am I correct, or I too
lack the ability to understand
your “plain” dates?

Yousuf Jamil
Mirpur 10, Dhaka 1216

Architecture
admission test
Sir, I am going through news
and views on Architecture ad-
mission test with interest. [
cannot but show concern over
the state of affairs. If what the
three guardians or Mr Zafar
wrote is true, then logic has re-
ally taken the back seat, and
mobs rule prevail (Mr Haque).
Universities are a place for the
intelligentsia, but if they spend
so much time in mud-slinging,
then when do they find time to
teach and do research. I have
learnt that students of Archi-
tecture have won many interna-
tional prizes of which we all
can be proud. So the system and
its custodians must be good. So
why after so many years ques-
tions have been raised about the
standard and the system or is it
jealousy [as three guardians
sensed by visiting the campus)?
Until three decades back, in
many countries Architecture
was regarded as an overall and
very prestigious education. But
it has become more accessible
to the commoners lately, Archi-
tects are the most expressive
ersons, but are their teachers
arred from writing in the me-
dia? Our environs have really
changed with so many good
pieces of architectural creations
around. 1 also think most
architects are self-employed as
contrary to engineering
ﬁraduatea and are gradually
ecoming the leaders of the
construction and development
sector. So, this jealousy theory
has some weight.

—ence subjects. So how d

to publish advertisements
a%ainst a single department
which when | went through se-
riously found full of concocted
and contradictory remarks (!)
as any fool would understand.
For example. the result of Ar-
chitecture students which
shows a 24 per cent first class as
compared to 50 per cent first
class in Engineering depart-
ments. Such myopic view by the
authority (!) is the root cause of
all evils. Architecture is more
humanities and art-based,
while Engineering is full of sci-
we ex-,

pect high rafe of first 'dlass in

-Architecture? Like carf you de-’

mand as many first classes in
English as in Mathematics?
May be the Architecture de-
partment is a misfit in BUET.
This department should have
its own identity and freedom as
a4 separate institute either with
BUET or with DU as it origi-
nally was planned.

Abu Rushd Noor
House 12, Road 2
Uttara Sector-4, Dhaka-1230
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Sir, I shall like to ask Mr
Mizanur Rahman (DS 1.3.98)
and Mr M Haque (DS 8.3.98)
whether they are familiar with
Article 39 of our Constitution! I
am serving in an NGO workin
on education research. And
would be benefited if Mr Haque
could point out the distortions I
supposedly had made to Mr
Rahman's letter. It seems that
both Mr Rahman and Mr Haque
have missed the fundamental
issue which is not about trading
off marks and subjects as
clearly explained in my last let-
ter. They also refuse to under-
stand that anybody with very
good marks in science subject
can easily supersede a more de-
sirable and better prepared stu-
dent possessing creativity. This
is simple mathematics.

If admission test matters are
not final, then why the es-
teemed Academic Council can-
not review the controversial
rule now!

Yes, Mr Rahman and Mr
Haque, it is that important a
question for a profession, may
be not for a mere service holder.
It is this egoistic attitude of the
authority who first published a
bogus advertisement in the
newspapers spending the tax-
payers money attacking a sin-
gle department, which is un-

recedented. The bravado may

ave restored some of the image
of an internationally reputed
school. Similar incidents have
remained as landmarks in the
history of architectural educa-
tion and profession, which Mr
Haque's IT doesn't reveal.

Mr Haque wants us to believe
that 10 striking teachers are
taking the entire student com-
munity to the streets. I think
the students are mature enough
themselves to differentiate
black from white,

Universities nurture free-
dom of speech and self-expres-
sion. But the authority here is
trying to bind the people who
are known for their equation
and capability of self-expres-
sion with the shackles of rules,
Talking about tarnishing the
so-called image, Mr Haque et al
should come down to the street
and ask the general public. Or
in these days of IT, Mr Rahman
et al can check the list of first
950 Asian Universities and com-
pare that with the list of first 5
Asian Architecture schools.
Syed Zafar

est Kafrul, Dhaka
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Sir, Numerous guardians are
anxiously witnessing the recent
tussle regarding admission test
of Architecture in BUET. The

"nancial or situational

But as a matter of fact it was
and probably is not so, in case
of Architecture Department.

The question that are set in Ar-

chitecture test cannot be an-
swered from what a student
knows in HSC course or ac-
quires as general knowledge.
Some of the topics like Per-
si?cctive. Composition, Drawing
of Plan. Section Elevation etc.,
are taught in Architecture and
Engineering courses and a stu-
dent passing HSC can have no
way to learn those other than
visiting the coaching homes.

The students who cannot afford

to aftend these because of fi-
prob-
lems are naturally deprived of
this added knowledge.

In the test the authority
must not set any t and ques-
tion that goes beyond the
knowledge and experience of an
HSC student.

Adv Ali Ahmed
243, Bakshi Bazar, Dhaka.

Gas — a rude
awakening
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Sir. "City dwellers heaved a
sigh of relief as normal gas sup-
ly resumed early yesterday"
FDE. March 8). Isn't it the ri% t
time for many of us to realise
how much gas we have wasted
over the past years?
This tragic incident should
serve as a . ude awakening and
also a reminder iur the future.

Tanzia Choud
15 GG Hills,
tonment, Comilla

Update your
database, please...

Sir, This is in appreciation
of large-scale river dredging
roposal by Mr MAS Molla pub-
ished on 21/2/98. But I shall
request Mr Molla to update his
database of the channel mor-
phology of the Jamuna. If the
required minimum width of the
Jamuna is 2 km, why then the
Jamuna Bridge has n built
over a length of 4.8 km?

Mr Molla should also assess
his dream of trained 2 km wide
Jamuna river and the remain-
ing land built up for agricul-
tural land against cost of river
training works in the Jamuna
Bridge Project. To keep the Ja-
muna flowing through the 4.8
km wide channel, the river
training works needed Taka
1107.6 cr i.e. 48 per cent of the
total cost of the Jamuna Bridge
for a river reach of only 2.14
km! Now think of the cost of
river training of about 260 km
of the Jamuna in Bangladesh.
Also think of not only of water

omilla Can-

but also of the huge sediment -

that the river has to carry.

It is not understood how Mr
Molla wants to protect the
riverine ecosystem by large-
scale dredging and flood con-
trol. These are exactly the hu-

‘Can you

apart from the astronomical
cost involved may also trigger
violent river response causing
more distress to the people.

M A Matin

403. West Ka

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-
1207.

Vexing telephones

Sir, Oh. these telephones!
How often they vex you and
spoil your good mood and spir-
its. They are notorious in ui

setting . hgre in glagesh!
3‘ ed | g&yin

a line in the
Hardly ever. Many times you
have to dial again and again
and yet again to finally get
through! During the working
hours it is near-impossible to
et your number. Are the lines
ew or is something really
wrong with some of us, because
the moment they reach their
office and get their hands on a
telephone, they start dialing to
various friends and relatives to
have a little chat just for noth-
ing.

And this chat happens to run
into hours together. Even many
housewives have this particular
huhbr of starting their day with
a telephone chat, as their
favourite. Not to mention
tf:enaﬁgers and school kids, who
also find this hobby as the most
stimulating one! Sometimes
they are so hooked to the
phones that they waste hours
together of their valuable study
time. In the meantime getting
their parents all vexed up! So
all these useless long gossips
keep all the lines so busy that if
one wants to use the telephone
for some emergency or to con-
vey an important message, he
or she is in for a rude shock. For
all his or her repeated attempts
to reach the person, as soon as
possible, will go in vain for

uite a long time, until finally
the line gets free of the long gos-
sips. Also there are all sorts of
trouble which creep into our
telephone system, every now
and then — sudden dead phone,
no-dial tone, getting discon-
nected while still conversing,
cross-connections, wrong num-
ber calls, noise disturbances
and what not.

Getting g'uur telephone fixed
if it goes berserk is another
tough job, which can get you re-
ally vexed, for days or weeks on
end. But, nothing to do, we have
to live with it. It is just one of
those awful services that you get
in our country. The only solu-
tion is to accept it, for all com-
plaints that the poor ordinary
citizens vent every now and
then, fall on deaf ears. Nobody
bothers about these important
complaints, let alone take any
action, to decrease the public
sufferings. So let's just keep our
fingers crossed that the future
will be kinder to us in this par-
ticular problem of ours.

Dr. Sabrina Q Rashid.
Cantonment, Dhaka.,

"Oh, so rude!"

Sir, When Dr Sabrina Q
Rashid writes letters, she only
degrades the educated mass,
who live and serve Bangladesh
as true patriots! Indeed, she has
totally missed the point and
thus keeps citing examples of
life in the US, as if for her, and
as far as she is concerned, she
has found her heaven in that
part of the world!

It's an irony that she advo-
cates for those who have in the
truest sense taught us to be ar-
rogant, indisciplined, power
hungry, get ourselves involved
in 'free’ sex, bribery and what-
ever Dr Sabrina finds to be con-
demnable. Even the “trick" she
speaks of has trickled into

irst attempt?%

foreigners could not have found
this beautiful country, most
wonderful and enthralling and
would like to build their per-
manent abode here — which
some have already done.

We are a nation of educated
mass, self-respectful with a
huge number of the uneducated
who are prudent, wise and tal-
enited. We are mild by nature but
we are not cowards. We say or
express our feelings as the situ-
ation requires but in no way do
we try to pretend and take shel-
ter in any sort of falsehood. Her
sweeping remark — "We may be
educated now but we are not en-
lightened yet" — is not correct.

We are reminded of the
poem, Patriotism, again and
again each time her letter ap-
pears in print. Dr Sabrina
writes: "They rarely use 'thank
you, excuse me', 'sorry’,” etc., —
in her letter 'Oh, so rude' as if to
show or prove that she is quite

ood at it. But no. She does not
long to those 'rare’ people who
use ‘thank you'. 'excuse me’,
sorry’, etc.! For she has not yet
used any of these herself as yet.

She keeps on insulting us by
comparing Bangladesh with the
US or other rich countries of
the world. Yet it seems she her-
self lacks in knowledge, wisdom
and the c she so proudly
wishes to receive from others.

Dr Ahsanul Hoq Khondokar
Green Road, Dhaka

T don't get it

Sir, | don't get it. At times the
Police surprise us by capturing
notorious criminals and at
other times they fail to arrest a
mere "chandabaz" as pointed
out correctly by Shamim Ahsan
printed on the 17th. We presume
that the Police are on the pay-
roll of all known criminals in
this country. And whenever a
conflict arise, then we suddenly
see reports of arrests all over

the papers.

Masroor Ahmed Deepak
Dhaka

Mendicancy

Sir, Mendicancy is a severe
problem in our society. At pre-
sent it is increasing seriously. It
Is an occupation without any
capital. So, many inactive per-
sons accept the occupation
zealously.

As a result, beggar's are all
over in the country — bus stops,
rail stations, bazars, adoration
places, educational institu-
tions. Sometimes, many for-
eigners becomes victims of nui-
sance. It is very disgraceful for
our country.

We should prevent the prob-
lem.

Shohel Rana
Department of Law,
Dhaka University

Much ado about
nothing?

Sir, It is impossible to be-
lieve that no past government,
nor the present one, seems to
show any respect or have any
respect for the student commu-
nity — the younger generation.
Would the elderly generation
kindly express their true feel-
ings as to what persons should
be the first and the second to la
the floral wreath at the Shahid
Minar? And where did this
Language Movement start from
and where was the first
Bangladesh flag hoisted? How
is it that the Shahid Minar on
the occasion of Ekushey Febru-
ary always turns into a state af-
fair?

And the rmments must
remember that respect begets
respect. No wonder that two

also remem that it was part
of the younger generation, who
attacked them, and it was also
part of the younger generation
who saved them. The very fact
that the BTV programme of
23rd night (February) couldn't
put the whole blame outright on
the younger generation proves
that what 1 am talking about
has some sense. Let's not make
the national language — the
Bangla Bhasa, the Shahid Mi-
nar or the Smriti Soudha... a
matter of the state.

Mind it, all these belong to
the %‘I . .Let there be no guns
on th€ roads. Nor any states-
man-or head of a government
try to prove they have the right
to be among the very first and
second to lay floral wreaths
from .'altm:rn%1 those who have
come to pay homage to the Lan-

guage martyrs.

Tarana Jamil

Eden Girls' College and Uni-
versity

Dhaka

Speed breaker in front
of schools

Sir, The other day a student
of Motijheel Govt Prima
School was crushed to deat
run over by a speedy bus while
the boy was trying to collect his
Flaﬁng ball from Outer Circu-
ar Road which is by the side of
that school. In front of schools
world over there are cautionary
signals, zebra crossing and
speed breakers so that students
are not subjected to road haz-
ards.

Outer Circular Road is a very
busy road where all types of
vehicles are seen to ply all-day-
long without any traffic re-
strictions. In order to avert
such tragic incidents may I
draw the attention of the city
fathers to think for construc-
tion of some speed breakers,
which will not involve so much
money from national exche-
quer, in front of every educa-
tional institution, particularly
schools?

M A Jalil
372/B Khilgaon, Dhaka

Stop audio-video
piracy!

Sir, Pirated audio cassettes
can be seen in almost all the

‘shops of Stadium and New

Market. These cassettes are sold .
at less than half the price of the
original ones. The latest En-

lish cassettes are sold for Tk

5 whereas the Indian Magna-
sound cassettes [the_{t ha:r}r.;: a
co ht) do not cost less than
20

Does audio piracy help the
customers? In a way it does. In a
poor country like Bangladesh
many people cannot afford to
buy the original cassettes. When
their favourite music cassettes
are sold at relatively lower
prices, they do buy it. But this
cannot be accepted. Pirated cas-
settes are sold at a cheap price
obviously sell more: but this is
a loss to the artist and the
recording company because
the{‘get less revenue.

any laser discs that are be-
ing counter-feited in Hong Kong
are transported to B adesh
and many cable operators also
show the latest English movies
on LDs, but the picture quality
is not good which is a proof that
the disc is not original. These
LCDs naturally sell many
copies, but once again there is a
loss of revenue for the manufac-
turers. The government should
take actions to prevent dupli-
cated goods from conquering
the market.

Arbab Quadru
Dhanmondi, R/A, Dhaka



