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Muggers stab
one, snatch

Tk 2 lakh in city

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers stabbed an office
assistant of a company and
snatched Tk two lakh from him
at Kakrail crossing in the city
yesterday afternoon.

Police said a g of about
four muggers on an auto-

rickshaw waylaid another

auto-rickshaw in which Anwar
Karim alias Munna, 28, the of-
fice assistant of Naz Group of
Companies was travelling. He
was to Motijheel from his
office at Chairman Bari in Ba-
nani for official purposes with
the money at about 1:30 pm.

The snatchers asked Anwar
to give them the money. As
Munna denied to do so they
stabbed him in his left hand

and took away Tk 2 lakh from
him, hospital sources said.

The injured Anwar taken to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. He was released after first
aid.

However, none was arrested
in this connection till filing of
this report last night. A case
was lodged with Ramna thana
in this regard.

F-28 to rejoin
domestic
fleet Sunday

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Biman is ¥
ing its F-28 aircraft, which
went to Amsterdam for D-
check and overhauling on Jan-
uary 4, to rejoin its domestic
fleet on Sunday.

Biman sources said the air-
craft is expected to arrive in
Dhaka on Saturday.

The aircraft was (Frnundcd
on December 21, a day before
another F-28 was lost in a
crash landing off the Sylhet

airport.

Malaysian Airlines
plane breaks
light pole at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

The Civil Aviation Author-
ity was investigating the dam-
age of a flood light pole by a
Malaysian Airlines Airbus at
the Zia International Airport
early hours Tuesday.

The Airbus which landed al
ZIA at 12:06 am broke the pole,

about 20 metre high. when it
was movin towards the
boarding bridge number one at
12:14 am, airport. officials said.

The accident occurred as the
aircraft was moving through
the central taxi track.

A three-member committee
probing the incident will de-
termine the extent of financial
loss and the reason behind the
accident. Later, the Civil Avia-
tion Authority will claim the
loss from Malaysian Airlines,
said a senior ofticial.

Mashiur Rahman
made IRD secy

By Special Correspondent

Dr Mashiur Rahman, Secre-
tary of External Resources Di-
vision, has been appointed as
the Secretary of Internal Re-
sources Division (IRD).

According to an order made
yesterday, as IRD Secretary he
will take over as Chairman, Na-
tional Board of Revenue (NBR).

NBR Chairman Shah Abdul
Hannan had resigned last
month. Dr Rahman had earlier
served as NBR chairman.

_Norice

Our regular weekly sup-
plement Star Literature
this week will be pub-
lished on Sunday instead

of Saturday. This incon-
venience to our readers
is regretted.

Problems of arsenic and
i its solution
Page 5
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Nepalese MPs say India
still remains a barrier to
Dhaka-Kathmandu
land link

" J. Jayalali

e e
g -

Jayal

NEW DELHI, Mar 12: A re-
Elnnal politician said today she
ad not given Hindu national-
ists the commitment they need
to form India’'s next govern-
ment, leaving the country's po-
:gcal future uncertain, reports
J. Jayalalitha told Press
Trust of India news agency that
'unavoidable circumstances'
revented her from throwing
ormal support to the Bhara-
tiyva Janata Far‘lf'* though she
had been its ally during the
campaign. She did not elabo-
rate, but held out the ssibil-
ity she would evtntuaﬁgr back
the BJP.
Atal Bihari Va{!ga ee. the
BJP leader, met wi resident

KR Narayanan later today in
New Delhi and told him that he
enjoyed the support of 240
lawmakers — 33 short of a sim-
ple majority.

"President Narayanan said
he would consider the entire
situation and tell me on Satur-
day what his decision is," Vaj-
payee told reporters after the
meeting,

‘I have not yet been called to
form the government,' the BJP
leader said.

He also said he was still
talking to Jayalalitha who has
demanded some Cabinet posi-
tions for her allies. "I will not
bm; to any pressure,’ Vajpayee
said.

The BJP and its allies minus

Fresh crisis: President's decision tomorrow

alitha backs out

Jayalalitha held a strategy ses-
sion today before leaders
headed to the presidential

alace. Politicians emerged
rom the strategy meeting look-
ing glum and refused to speak
with reporters.

The two other major blocs in
parliament, the Congress party
and the United Front, have al-
ready admitted their inability
to form a government.

General elections held ear-
lier this month and last month
left no party with the 273-seat
majority needed to govern
alone in the 545-member lower
house of parliament. Because
the BJP won the most seats, the
President had been expected to

See Page 12 Col 4
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BNP demands JS

discussion on

rape, terrorism

Deputy Leader of the O -
tion Badruddoza Chawgﬁﬁry
yesterday demanded a full-
dress discussion in parliament
on rape and terrorism, reports
UNB.

The Opposition demand
came in the wake of frequent
incidents of rape and terrorism
in different parts of the country
stirring the minds of the people
and evoking sharp criticism.

Agreeing with the Home
Minister for holding a discus-
r Chowd-
hury said, "Existence of law is
not enough, enforcement of law
is more important."

He said, "government will
have to prove that law is being

enforced."”

After Tuesday's rape of a mi-
nor girl at CMM's court build-
ing. Prof Chowdhury said, quot-
ing a press report, that another
minor girl was gang-raped at
Bianibazar Wednesday.

“Everyday at least four girls
are becoming victims to rape,”
he said and suggested that the
House find out effective mea-
sures to stop it.

The opposition, he said, is

ready to fully cooperate with
the government to deal with the
situation.

Rel‘utinfi an allegation of giv-

ing Tk 25 lakh to the treasury

bench members in the name of
See Page 12 Col ]

Kotwali

S

thana BNP workers demonst
yesterday in protest against the rape of a minor girl.
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Rape of minor girl
Police yet to
identify the
culprit
By Staff Correspondent

Police were yet to identify
the person who raped the six-
year-old girl in the police con-
trol room at the CMM's Court
building on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the magisterial

probe body headed by Addi-
tional CMM Habibur hman
started its work yesterday.

It questioned a number of
people who were reportedly pre-
sent in the area during the inci-
dent of rape at about 3 pm,
sources concerned said.

The motherless girl, Maria
(nor her real name), was now
under treatment at the CMH in
the city. "Her condition is better
now”, an official said last night.

Kotwali police, investigating
the case lodged in connection

See Page 12 Col 8

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited si_x-}rear-nld Tania

at CMH in the city yesterday.

—PID photo

Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG), as an alternative fuel for
vehicles and vessels, could
drastically reduce pollution
level and save crores of taka in
maintenance and running
COsts,

Engineers and environmen-
talists said CNG could change
the face of Bangladeshi cities,
notably Dhaka, which is now
one of the most polluted cities
in the world.

Engineers of RP Gas Com-
pany Ltd, which is running the
country's only CNG conversion
wnrkahug at the city's Joarsa-
hara said at present conversion
of a normal saloon car costs
about Tk 20,000.

To cciljip a big jeep, microbus
or a pick-up with a 22.5 cubic
meter gas cylinder (equivalent

Alternative fuel-11

pollution, save.mone

By Morshed Ali Khan

to 28 litres of petrol) the cost is
Tk 26,000. For a bus or a truck
the CNG conversion cost is Tk
one lakh.

For diesel vehicles the cost is
a little higher. To convert a
diesel minibus or a microbus
the cost is Tk 80,000.

- The price of CNG, equivalent

to a litre of petrol, is 6.05
while the price of CNG equiva-
lent to a litre of diesel is Tk
8.55.

"You pay Tk 21 for a litre of
petrol whereas with the CNG
conversion you can reduce the
el cost by nearly one fourth,”
said Engineer ABM Fazl%
Elahi. Man g Director of
Gas. a subsidiary company of
Petrobangla.

Elahi also said that when a
petrol of diesel run wvehicle is

Use of CNG to help reduce

converted the driver can always
run with petrol or CNG. "Once
you convert your petrol driven
car into CNG mode, you always
have the option between CNG
and petrol to run your car.” said
Elahi.

Department of Environment
(DOE) experts said that they had
long been advocating for this
alternative fuel in view of the
tremendous pollution level in
the city.

"CNG does not produce lead
for which Dhaka is the most
polluted city in the world and
when it burns CNG it has no
smoke at all,” said a DOE envi-
ronmentalist.

DOE officials said crores of
taka could be saved in mainte-
nance of vehicles because CNG

See Page 12 Col 6

Bibiana.

Occidental sees no sign _
of gas in Block 12

By Sharier Khan

US company Occidental
might face yet another setback
as its gas well drilling opera-

tion in Bibiana, Sylhet, is
showing little prospect. accord-
ing to sources.

Quoting drilling informa-
tion, sources said that Occiden-
tal's operation in Bibiana under
Block 12 was now in an ad-
vanced stage but till date the re-
sults were disappointing. Its
drilling has now exceeded 3700
metre of depth while its ulti-
mate target is about 4000 me-
tres.

"Occidental has exceeded its
':?l'l'me target’, which is around

500 metres, without any posi-
tive sign," said one source. "It

Occidental’ drilling site at
—Star photo

seems that this company has
hard luck in Bangladesh".
Occidental's operation in
Magurchhara under blocks 13
and 14 ended up in a colossal
disaster in June last year. The
company's inefficient opera-
tion in Magurchhara damaged
natural resources worth hun-
dreds of millions of dollars and
its Production Sharing Con-

tract (PSC) for these two blocks
also ired on January 11 as it
failed to fulfil the terms of the
contract.

If the company fails to strike
gas in Bibiana, it will have to
suffer huge losses.

In contrast, British com-
pany Cairn Energy is moving
towards yet another success as
per drilling information on its
operation in Halda valley and
Sonadia in Chittagong.

Sources said, Cairn has
drilled over 3000 metre in
Haida and in the off-shore site
in Sonadia and the prospects
were very good. Sonadia is lo-
cated 40 off Sangu-1 gasfield
which was discovered by Cairn
in January 1996,

“The prospects of striking
gas are very bright in Sonadia
and Halda — but nobody can say
that they will strike any recov-
erable gas reservoir until it is
done," source added.

Cairn will start supplying
as to the national gridp Fﬁ:m

angu from April.

JS tidbits

.

By Nazmul Ashraf

State Minister for Social
Welfare and Women and Chil-

dren Affairs, Dr. Mozammel
Hossain was caught on the
wrong foot while responding to
a private member's resolution
in the Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day. .

while replying to the resolu-
tion by Awami League MP Wa-
jiuddin Khan on setting up of a
sewing training centre at
Faridpur thana of Pabna dis-
trict, the state minister in-
formed the House of the gov-
ernment plan to set up such
centres at all the thanas by May
this year. He concluded without
making any request as he was
supposed to do, asking the AL
lawmaker to withdraw his res-
olution.

Asked by the Chair if he ac-
cepted the resolution, Dr. Hos-
sain stood up again to say:
"Hasn't it (the resolution) been
withdrawn after I've accepted
the demand?”

See Page 12 Col 3

AL MP shouts

at quarrelling
MPs, regrets

By Staff Correspondent

An Awami League MP's
shouting at some Jatiya Party
and BNP lawmakers, who were
quarrelling while the AL mem-
ber was given the floor, dis-
rupted the business of the
Jatiya Sangsad for nearly five
minutes yesterday.

To restore order, Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
had to stand up and ask the
members concerned to sit down,
after his usual attempts failed,

However, the AL lawmaker,
Shamsur Rahman Sharif of
Pabna, regretted his conduct
and withdrew the word 'stop’ he
uttered at the top of his voice.
He did so following persistent
protests by both the BNP and
the JP lawmakers who were not
satisfied by the Speaker's ex-
punging the word.

Shamsur Rahman Sharif
could not be heard while he was
raising a supplementary on his
question if the government had
any plan to set up a Youth
Training Institute in his area
because of heated exchanges be-
tween some BNP and JP mem-

See Page 12 Col 7.

Bangladesh and Bhutan are
planning to open land route
thruug‘l: India for promoting
trade between the two countries,
foreign ministry officials said.
The government has proposed
the route through Nakuagaon in
Sherpur district and Dalu in
Bhutan. "The Bhutanese au-
thorities have agreed to the
proposal in principle", one offi-
cial said.

“Travelling distance from
Dalu to Nakuagaon is much less
and the road condition is much
better than that of Dalu to Gao-

brakura via Gasupara in India."

By Miz

he said.

Nakuagaon is also close to
Vogair river in Bhutan that
flows into Brahmaputra. River
route can also be used of transit
is opened through Nakuagaon
point, the officials said.

"They are now seeking per-
mission from Bangladesh to
conduct a feasibility study of
the proposed route," he said. A
Bh;;anﬂiﬁfi «:14&:11_1 ﬂﬂlt;l may come
to adesh for the purpose,
he added, Ty

Bhutan has, however, sought
Fﬁrmiasinn from Bangladesh
or allowing the Haluaghat

an Ali

point in Mymensingh district
as an "additional transit route"”
for its trade with Bangladesh.

Bhutan conducted a trade
survey along Indo-Bangladesh
border through Dauki-Tamabil
and Gasupara-Haluaghat routes
in May 1997. The survey
showed that the route from
Haluaghat to Gasupara in India
was economically viable for
trade.

The distance from Dalu in
Bhutan to Dhaka via Gasupur
and Gobrakura through Indian
territory is 199.76 km. This
proposed route will pass

| Dhaka, Thimpu for land route through India :

through Halu at.

"Ih%hmad] f::% Ealu to Gasu-
para is hilly and very zi
and the cunjtaiu:m of 13": t%lz:u%
kilometre kutcha road from
Gasupara to Gobrakura is very

oor. Another one km road
rom Gobrakura to Haluaghat is
also kutcha and uneven,

The distance between Dalu
and Dhaka via Nakuagaon
point is 199 km but the condi-
tion of the road is better. Be-
sides the five kilometre road
between Nakuagaon and Nal-
itabari is being metalled, the of-
ficials said.

All help for pvt power

generation: PM

! ++ - By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said the govern-
ment is taking steps to facili-
tate early installation of small
power generation units in the
private sectors.

Exchanging views with
journalists at her office in the
city yesterday, the Prime Min-
ister said that though power
problem could not be solved
overnight, her povernment was
making all efforts to improve
the situation.

"Demand for power has in-
creased. | hope with the instal-
lation of new power plants and
repair of power infrastructure,
power problem will be solved”,
she said.

Hasina noted that setting up
of power generation plants at
private |Initiatives is taking
some time as the private sector
lacked experience in this field,
She, however, mentioned that
her government inherited the
problem as no serious effort
was made in this regard in the
past.

About the slow progress of
the privatisation process, the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment had conceived some
new ideas as regards denation-
alising the loss-making indus-
trial units.

She explained that the gov-
ernment had planned to sell va-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Bill seeking to
set up CDS for
stock market
placed in JS

By Staff Correspondent

A bill seeking to set up a
central depository system for
the stock market was placed be-
gnra the Jatiya Sangsad yester-

ay.

The proposed Central De-
pository Act, introduced by Op-
position lawmaker Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury,
defines the legal and opera-
tional framework for an auto-
mated central depository and
aims at ensuring transparency
and creating confidence among
investors.

The bill was later sent to the
Private Members Bill Selection
Committee.

After the bill was placed Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria
said, the bill is needless since

See Page 12 Col 4

Khaleda condemns

rape of minor girl

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party Chief Begum Khaleda Zia
has strongly condemned the
rape of a minor girl, Tania, at
the CMM Court building, re-
ports UNB.

"In fact, the incidents of rape
and repression on women has
broken all previous records
during the Awami League
regime.,” Begum Zia said in a
statement yesterday.

Referring to press reports,
she said all sections of women
— from school and college girls
to elite women and housewives
— are falling prey to such re-
pression.

"Nowhere, not even at home,
women do feel safe today,” she
said, describing the situation as
alarming and intolerable.

Begum Zia said women and
children are being trafficked
across the border which has
also been reported in the US
Human Rights report.

"As in all other sectors, the

See Page 12 Col 6

Nasim Biswas
MP dead

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Member of Parliament
and son of former President

" Abdur Rahman Riswas, Dr Eht-

eshamul Huc} Nasim Biswas,
died at the Institute of Post
Graduate Medicine and Re-
search [I[PGMR) at 8:45 last
night. He was 38,

According to sources in the
Holy Family Hospital, Biswas
accompanied by his wife, was
first taken to the hospital at
about 11 in the morning in
critical condition. "He was suf-
fering from respiratory ailment
when he arrived at the emer-
gency unit of the hospital,” said
an on-duty doctor who was pre-
sent during his treatment at the
emergency unit.

‘When Biswas arrived his
blood pressure was extremely
low. We feared respiratory ar-

See Page 12 Col 5

A e W S -.5:..1-'] gk i

e e T

e e R R R R, S p R R e

;; Dutch-Bangla Bank
provides quality service
] banking with sincerity,

mutual trust and co-operation.

e B Eel A E L T

Dutch-Bangla Bank

THE FIRST BANGLADESHI-EUROPEAN JOINT VENTURE BANK

serves you more
with its expanded network

Dutch-Bangla Bank

= ey et e s A T T L My
o G PR R T

Limited | |
YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER e

Head Office : 1, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh. Tel : 9568539-44, Fax : 8802-9568538
e A JOINT VENTURE BANK WITH FMO, THE NETHERLANDS

B T T R




