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Road transit
accord with
Nepal renewed

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed yester-
day told the Jatiya Sangsad
that the road transit agreement
with Nepal has been renewed
for one year after India a
to allow use of its territory for
transportation of goods be-
tween the two countries follow-
ing the expiry of the transit
agreement on March 1, reports
BSS.

Replying to a question by

asury Bench member Abdul
Latif Mirza. he said if the tran-
sit algrecment with Nepal can be
implemented fully, it would
earn a huge revenue for the
Chittagong, Chalna and Mongla
ports.

Tofael said that due to the
policies of the past BNP gov-
ernment regarding bilateral
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32 Bangladeshi
crew rescued
from sinking ship

PRETORIA. Mar 11: South
African Air Force helicopters
rescued the 33-member crew —
32 of whom are from Bangla-
desh — of a Maltese-registered |
freighter on Tuesday as it was |
sinking off the southern coast,
authorities said, reports AFP.

Port officials late Tuesday
made a last-ditch attempt to
salvage the ship. the Golden
Union, dispatching a tug to the
area in which the vessel was

anchored. -

The 12.454-tonne freighter, !
en route from Pakistan to West
Africa with cargo of rice. issued
a distress call while going down

See Page 2
Diesel crisis

averted
By Staff Correspondent

The government last week
averted a diesel crisis which
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SYLHET, Mar 11: Trial oper-
ation of the Kailashtila LPG
Plant began yesterday.

The plant was completed
eight months back but the trial
operation was delayed for slight

modification of the plant and
the pipeline from the Sylhet
Gas Fields Limited.

The modification was neces-
sary to adapt the plant and the
pipeline to a "change in the

uality” of gas extracted from
ailashtila well number two,
engineers at the plant said.
ith the modification, the
percentage of extraction of LPG
and production of petrol and

From Igbal Siddiquee

diesel will rise now.

They said that the plant is to
produce 5000 tons of LPG per
year by fractionating the natu-
ral gas brought from the
Kailashtila well number-2. Two
thousand LPG cylinders will be
bottled every day.

The plant will also produce
7600 tons of petrol and 8400
tons of diesel as by-product per
year. The by-products will be
sold to the FI{.

l This will be the ﬂrﬁit LPG
ant in the coun to lique
Ealura] gas for balttli{ng T‘l?e 2.3
available in the area, unlike
that found in Comilla, Chit-

Kailashtila LPG plant
begins trial operation

tagong and Chittagong Hill
Tracts is suitable for producin
LPG as it is rich in propane an
butane, said an official of
Petrobangla. LPG is now being
produced by the Eastern Refin-
ery in Chittalgnng from the by-
product of oil.

The Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC) constructed
the plant at a cost of Tk 24
crore.

The bottled gas will be made
available to rural people in
greater Sylhet region and other
parts of the country to meet the
demand for fuel,
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Sammilita Nari Samaj staged a demonstration in front of the police headquarters in the
city yesterday protesting the rape of a minor girl.

—Star photo

was triggered by an unprece-
dented increase in demand in
the country.

Sources said that while the
averaﬁe demand for diesel was
usually around 3500 metric
tons in March-April, the de-
mand dramatically shot up to
7000 tons.

At the same time, the sup-
plier, Petroleum Autharity ol
Thailand {PATY; delayed its de-
livery by 10 days as the gov-
ernment asked it to enhance the
supply on a short notice. PAT is
currently unloading the diesel
in Chittagunﬁ port.

Both the Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation and En-
ergy Ministry were worried that
it would not be possible to avert
a diesel crisis and that it would
adversely affect farmers and
other economic activities, the
sources said.

To avert the 'silent crisis.’
the government also by-passed
its regulations for importing
diesel by signing a contract
with US company Exxon with-
out any tender for supply of
40.000 tonnes of diesel on ur- |

A six-year-old girl was
raped, and that also within the
premises of the CMM's court. If
there was ever a moment to feel
outraged by the sheer monstros-
ity of an act, it is now. If there is
even an jota of humanity left in
us, if the last traces of decency
has still not abandoned us, if we
want to cling to even a pale
shadow of the cultural heritage
that is ours, then let us all to-
gether express an outrage that
should bring about a national
unity and 3nlidaritr in truly
rooting out this evil from our
midst.

Commentary

We are outraged, and we
must act together ta stop it

By Mahfuz Anam

We have been noticing a

adual rise of rape and vio-
ence against women and chil-
dren in recent years. This has
resulted from a long-standing
neglect of the issue of violence

ainst women and also because
of a shameful refusal by the
authorities to impart exem-
plary punishment to the perpe-
trators of these viee crimes.

If we look back over the last
five years. and more recently
over the last two, we cannot re-
call a single instance where a
rapist, especially a child rapist,
has been given any punish-

ment, leave alone an exemplary
one, which may act as a deter-
rent for others. A combination
ol half-hearted efforts, burngled
legal measures, and manipula-
tion by powerful and, vested
groups have together made a
mockery of the process of {us—
tice and greatly eroded public
faith in the capacity of the soci-
ety to protect our women and
children.

Just a few weeks back a nine-
year-old was raped. which most
national dailies reported extén-
sively. Around the same time a
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gent basis. Exxon will supply |,
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It was like going back in
time when fuel meant fire-
wood collected from
forests or dried leaves and
discarded paper picked
from streets. While there |

Plan to increase telephone

The government has plan-
ned to increase the number of
telephone lines to 13 lakh in
the country from about five
lakh now within the next two
years.

This will raise the ratio of
telephone lines to 1:100 people
from EJdEHI][i 0.4:100 people.

The new lines will have both
domestic and overseas connec-
tion facilities, according to of-
ficials of the telecommunica-
tions ministry.

The target was [ixed in the
National Telecommunications

lIines from 5 lakh to 13 lakh

By Rafiq Hasan

Policy '97 which has already
been finalised and is likely to
be placed before the next cabi-
net meeting.

Asked whether this ambi-
tious target could be achieved
within two years, Post and
Telecommunications Secret
Mahbub Kabir said it will be
possible because work of setting
up about 4 lakh new lines have
already been completed.

“These new lines will be
given connection very soon,” he
sald and hoped that the rest of
the lines will be set up within

the stipulated od.

The ten-point draft policy
has suggested formation of a
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission and given guide-
lines for extension of telecom-
munication facility up to vil-
lage level. It envisages raising
the ratio to 10:100 people.

The policy has emphasised
improvement of the telecom-
munications system in the pri-
vate sector and creation of a
competitive environment for

sion and improvement of

See Page 2

are many individuals for |
whom time has stood still
in terms of their economic
position, for most urbanites
a day without gas was
unthinkable. Read Star |
Weekend Magazine's |
Cover Story this week on
the gas crisis.

Article

Authorities unconcerned about
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ublic healt_h
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]
§
s %

?"\\ 23 '";_-

tablishments in the
city's residential areas pose a threat to public health.
—Star photo
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By Morshed Ali Khan

The authorities are continu-
ing to issue trade licences to
small industries, workshops
and medical diagnostic centres
to be located in the city's resi-
dential areas, Ignoring threat to
public health due to possible
emission of toxic gases and ra-
diation.

The problem has remained
unattended and many blamed
the lack of zoning and govern-
ment control over the un-
planned growth of industries
and business centres.

Officials of the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC), Department
of Environment (DOE) and
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission (BAEC) admitted
that they had no control over
the unabated growth of haz-
ardous medical diagnostic cen-
tres, industries or workshops in
the city.

They said, most of these ser-
vices or workshops were not
equipped with safety measures
and people living in the vicinity
were constantly exposed to
harmful emissions.

Hundreds of welding shops,
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Magisterial body
to probe rape
of minor girl,

JS told

By Staff Correspondent

The government has formed
a magisterial committee to
probe the rape of a minor girl in
the CMM's Court building in the
city on Tuesday, Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

e committee is headed by
the Additional Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate, the minister
said while making a statement
on the issue.

He said the magisterial
probe body has been formed,
instead of a police enquiry
committee, for the sake of get-
ting correct information on the
incident as a policeman was ac-

See Page 2

Rape of minor
girl: PM urged

to ensure action
By Staff Correspondent

Different women's organisa-
tions {tsterda}r protested the
rape of a six-year-old girl in the
police control room at the
CMM's Court building in the
city Tuesday.

The women's bodies urged
the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister to ensure proper
action in this regard.

Sammilita Nari Samaj
[(SNS) staged a demonstration
in front of the Police Headquar-
ters in the afternoon. The
Samaj activists held a rally and
chanted slogans accusing po-
licemen of the rape.

"Stop police barbarism.”
read one ol the placards carried
by the Nari Samaj activists.
Other _lplan:ards carried slogans
like - the policemen who
raped the girl.,” "We want to
know why child rape occurred

See Page 2

Take stern
action against
culprits: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked the au-
thorities concerned to find out
the culprits responsible for the
violation of a minor girl in the
CMM court area and take puni-
Uve measures against them, re-
ports UNB.

The Prime Minister also
gave Tk 10,000 for the treat-
ment of the girl and directed the

- authorities to shift her to the

CMH for better treatment.
Hasina, who agreed to bear
all expenses for the girl's treat-
ment, also directed them to take
all possible care of her.
Aged about six years. Tania

' was allegedly raped in a police

| control room in the CMM court

|

building on Tuesday afternoon.

None arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Police could not arrest any-
one in connection with the rape
of a six-year-old girl inside a

lice control room at the Chief

etropolitan Magistrate's court
building Tucsda[:' afternoon.

Meanwhile, the injured girl,
Maria [not her real name), was
under treatment at the Dhaka
CMH. She was shifted from the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) yesterday everng.

Accompanied by her father,
a traumatised Maria was grad-
ually improving. Maria, whose
mother died about one year ago,
used to sleep in different veran-
dahs of the CMM's court build-
ing.

gHﬂtWElli police had picked up
a boy who used to play with
Maria from the court building
area yesterday afternoon. Po-
lice said the boy was in Kotwali
thana custody with his mother
till last night. Police sources
sald the minor boy might have
witnessed Tuesday's rape inci-
dent.

There was a barrack ac-
commodating 15 policemen of
Dhaka district police near the

See Page 12 Col 5
Narsingdi Jubo
League worker

shot dead

NARSINGDI. Mar 11: A local
Juba League worker was gunned
down here today following in-
tra-party conflict, police said,
reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Osman 25, an activists of Shib-
bagh unit of Jubo League, the
youth front of Awami League.

Police said Kabir Sarkar,
allegedly dragged Osman out of
his house at Shibbagh at 7.30
am, took him to Prasanta Sha-
har Bari area and killed him.

Two factions of Juba League
led by Kabir and Osman were in
conflict for a long time over es-
tablishing supremacy in the
area.

As the news of killing of Os-
man spread, his supporters at-
tacked and ransacked the resi-
dence of one Bacchu contractor.

They also attacked a print-
ing press of Kabir and set it on
fire, leaving 20 workers in-
jured. One of them, Ismail, was
admitted to Sadar Hospital in a
critical condition,

The body was sent to Sadar
Hospital for autopsy. A case was

| filed with Sadar thana.
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JS discussion on Presidential speech

It gives direction to nation: AL

A round-up of govt's work: BNP

Lawmakers of the Treasury
and the Opposition benches yes-
terday came up with differing
views on the Presidential ad-
dress in the Jatiya Sangsad.
Two Awami League MPs, two
from BNP and one from JP took
part in the debate on the Presi-
dential address, delivered on
the opening day of the current
session of the House,

Awami League lawmakers
hailed the Presidential address
while BNP legislators criticised
it. The Jatiya Party MP was
critical of the Presidential ad-
dress as well as of the AL and

By Staff Correspondent

the BNP.

Alhaj Mokbul Hossain of AL
said that while projecting the
development activilies of the
government the President had
given a sense of direction to the
nation for future development.

Mokbul appreciated con-

atulated the Home Minister
or "eradication of hoodlamism
and extortion from his
(Mokbul) Dhanmondi-Mo-
hammaﬂ(l_{)ur constituency”, but
observed that the country's
transport sector was still held
hostage by extortionists. “Any
cominercial transport plying

on the Dhaka-Rangpur route
has to pay toll to extortionists
at 18 places”, the AL legislator
said. The situation should be
changed soon.

Alhaj Golam Morshed of
BNP criticised the government
for its "failure” to project -
ples sufferings and price him[
essentials. He also criticised the
Presidential address for "not
saying anything about the
country’s law and order.”

Dr TIM Fazle Rabbi Chowd-
hury of the Jatiya Party said
that the President's speech was

See Page 12 Col 5

-PeOple are

AL rule:

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has said her party
will launch movement in and
outside Parliament to protest
the misrule of the government.
reports UNB.

“We will sit in Parliament,
we will be in the street as well.
We will project the actual situa-
tion of the country in Parlia-
ment and agitate in the street
for people’s demands,” she said.

Begum Zia was speaking at a
joint meeting of Comilla Sadar
North an Sadar South
branches of BNP held at
Comilla Shilpakala Academy
on Tuesday night.

Referring to the defection of
two MPs of the party. Begum Zia
said the government is conspir-
ing to weaken the BNP. How-
ever, she said during the auto-
cratic regimme, many had left
BNP. but BNP did not lose any-
thing.

fed up with
Khaleda

Accusing the Awami League
of breaking its election pledges,
she said people are fed up with
its rule.

‘In every sector, the govern-
ment has failed,” she said,
adding that since radio and
television are under the gov-
ernment’'s control, the ruling

arty is taking all credits of un-
inished tasks of the BNP by
cutting red tapes and unveiling
the plaques.

Referring to the last general
elections, she alleged that
Awami League has come to
power by snatching the victory
of BNP in the 1996 elections.

"We had expected a fair elec-
tion. We could not understand
the conspiracy and vote rigging
of Awami League," she said.

Presided over by Comilla
South BNP president Mrs

Rabeya Chowdhury, the meet-
See Page 12 Col 4

| their support, reports AP.

Vajpayee waits for written

T

guarantees from allies

NEW DELHI, Mar 11: The ap-
pointment of India's prime
minister-designate was delayed
Wednesday while Hindu na-
tionalist leader Atal Bihari
Vajpayee waited for letters from
some of his allies confirming

Vajpayee, leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party, post-
poned a meeting scheduled with

. President KR Narayanan. who
| had asked him to prove he could

form a stable government if he

were asked to form a govern-
ment.

"Vajpayee has no plans to
meet the President Wednesday,”
said Prakash Nair, an aide to
Vajpayee.

The holdup was caused by
the failure to receive a written
Fledge of 5ugpurt from key al-
ies in southern India. There

was no immediate explanation
for the delay.
"We hope to get the letters of

support from the southern al- -

lies,” said Vankaiah Naidu, a
BJP spokesman.

Letters were awaited from
Jayalalitha Jayaram, the mer-
curial leader of the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhgam, and three other allies
in southern state of Tamil
Nadu.

A BJP official said the
southern allies had promised to
send their notes Wednesday
night.

Jayalalitha, a former movie
actress and chiefl executive of
Tamil Nadu., met Vajpayee in
New Delhi on Monday. She told
reporters before returning
home to Madras that she sup-
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| when the all-reds clinch

JS tidbits

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNP lawmaker M Saifur
Rahman wanted to know in the
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday
whether Sylhet Division had
been abolished or included in
Chittagong Division.

He raised the question in a
lighter vein, showing a printed
list of the country's administra-
tive divisions, Excludin% Sylhet
Division. The former finance
minister hails from Sylhet.

The list giving divisionwise
breakdown of thanas selected
for construction of bridges was
presented in the House by State
Minister for Relief and Disaster
Management Talukdar Abdul
{Iiﬁhalf:que in response to a ques-
ion,

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury, who also is from
Sylhet, smilingly told Saifur
Rahman, "I also share your

See Page 12 Col 4
Muktijoddha
clinch Premier
League title

Sports Reporter

Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira
Chakra joined the "Ivy league”
the
coveted Premier Division foot-
ball league title yesterday, end-
ing a 19-year-old monopoly by
the two crowd-pullers in the
country — Mohammedan and
Abahani.

Muktijoddha's epoch-mak-
ing maiden title triumph was
stamped at the Mirpur Stadium
last evening when they blanked
Mohammedan Sporting Club 2-
0 in the title-deciding last
match of the marathon league.

A welcome change over the
past few years saw the emer-
gence of Muktijoddha as the
third major force after the two

See Page 12 Col 4
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