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Arambagh owe

Shoeb one

Arambagh Krira Sangha re-
tained their place in the 10-
team Premier Division football
league beating Rahmatganj
Muslim Friends Society by a
solitary goal in the last relega-
tion match at the Mirpur Sta-
dium yesterday, s UNB,

Shoeb scored the all-impor-
tant goal for Arambagh in the
44th minute.

Both Arambagh and Rah-
matganj have 2 ints on
completion of 22 league
matches and have avoided rele-

ation along with You en's
lub F 1 who also have
22 points.

Agrani Bank Club and Victo-
ria Sporting Club were relegated
to the First Division.

Earlier, in the day's first rel-
egation league match, ani
Bank Club outplayed Victoria
Sporting Club 3-0,

But the win could not save
the bankers from relegation
following Arambagh's victory
over Rahmatganj.

Ekram Rana, Jony and Rana
netted one goal each for Agrani.

Agrani have secured 20
points and Victoria bagged 18

ints on completion of their

2 matches.

Schools h’ball

from tomorrow

Sports Reporter

The ninth Bata schools
handball tournament organ-
ised by the Bangladesh Hand-
ball Federation (BHF), will be-
gin in city tomorrow.

A total of 15 schools in the
g)rls' division and 12 in the

ys' division are taking part in
the tournament.

The girls’ competition will
start at the Sultana Kamal
Women's Sports Complex
ground in Dhanmondi from
tomorrow while the boys' meet
will begin at the handball court
adjacent to Dhaka Stadium
from March 19.

In the inaugural match de-

fending champions Viquarun-
nissa Noon School will take on
Qumrunnissa Girls' School at 3
pm.
State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader will
formally declare the tourna-
ment open.

A press conference in con-
nection with the tournament,
was held at the NSC conference
room yesterday.

BHF president Lt Col (Retd)
Abdul Hamid and tournament
director Syed Bazlul Karim
briefed the press about the vari-
ous aspects of the tournament.

Hamida Ali. the vice-presi-
dent of BHF and M S Alam, the
marketing manager of sponsor-
ing mmpanaf Bata Shoe Lim-
ited, were also present on the
occasion.

A budget of Tk 2.48,720.00
has been estimated to run the
. tournament of which Bata will
provide Tk 1,60,000.00.

L] i
Agassi rolls on
SCOTTSDALE, Arizona. Mar
9: Andre Agassi won his second

tournament in a row Sunday,
defeating Australian Jason
Stoltenberg 6-4, 7-6 (7/3) in the
ATP Tour event here, reports
AFP.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Janakantha Premier Cricket

Brothers Union vs Surjo Tarun
Club (Dhaka Stadium)
First Division Football Super

Ea!da Jagarani vs Mirpur

Chalantika (Mirpur Stadium, 3
pm)
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Abaha

ni all-rounder Niamur Rashid |
Division super league match against

eaves his crease to drive during a Janakanth eier
Bangladesh Biman at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

—Star photo

Niamur Rashid dazzles with all-round performance

Abahani’s reign extended

Bangladesh Biman can be
thrashed by almost anybody
these days but their 58-run de-
bacle against Abahani Krira
Chakra yesterday helped the
Dhanmondi outfit to retain the
Premier Division League title
with the luxury of a Super

I..ea&mgmtuspm'c‘
inning the toss in the

morning, the reigning champi-
ons , wearing black badge to
commemorate the memory of
former Indian Test cricketer
Raman Lamba . scored a fight-
ing total of 209 for eight in the
stipulated 50 overs. Abahani
wrapped up the match and the
league when they shot out the
national airlines for a meagre
151 in 44.1 overs. The sun was a
long way from setting as Aba-
hani began celebrating their
12th triumph in the Dhaka
league,

Champions Abahani will
take on their arch-rivals Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club on
March 13, a clash that will have
its usual sparks in spite of yes-
terday's decisive upshot.

The outcome of yesterday's
match left the popular Dhan-
mondi outfit six points clear at
the top of the six-team Super
League as they raised their tally
to 26 points.

It was yet another resplen-
dent team effort yesterday that
led Abahani to their 13th win
in the league against only two
defeats with almost every{od}r
making a large or little contri-
bution to their total.

With Sri Lankan recruit
Avishka Gunawardana making
his debut by opening the in-
nings with the ever-reliable
Azam Igbal, Abahani got off to
a flying start collecting 27 runs
in five overs,

But the scoring rate saun-
tered after Gunawardana was
yorked by Biman's right-arm
medium-pacer Mofizur Rahman
in the last ball of the fifth over
after he scored a 17-ball 15. The
20-year old tall left-handed
batsman who came in as a

| replacement for Raman Lamba,

Sports Reporter

showed his prowess with two
successive boundaries in the
two previous deliveries . But he
failed to keep his cool and went
on to hit his third successive
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four but in vain.

One-down Naimur Rahman
(14) was next to go on 51 in the
14th over being caught at mid-
on by former national skipper
Faruque Ahmed off a Mizan
delivery.

Azam, the other opener and
the leading Abahani run-getter
in the league, who scored an un-
beaten 89 in their previous
match against Kalabagan,
added another 23 runs with his
skipper Akram Khan to take
the count to 74 before being
brilliantly taken by Faruque
Ahmed at the mid-wicket re-
gion. In his 46-ball stay, Azam
hammered five boundaries.

Abahani lost their fourth
wicket on 97 when Akram was
run out because of a bad call
from Al-Shahriar. The tall
right-hander pushed the ball
towards mid-wicket and called
his captain. But Sﬂtlnﬁ an ag-
gressive Faruque rushing to-
wards the ball, he changed his
mind leaving Akram (19)
stranded at the middle of the
crease for Faruque to break the
non- striker's stumps with a di-
rect hit.

Then came the highest part-
nership of the match. that be-
tween Al-Shahriar and Niamur
Rashid. which added 46 valu-
able runs for the fifth wicket .
The stand was broken on 143
when Al-Shahriar (36) swept
left-arm spinner Saleh Ahmed
into the safe hands of Athar Alj

Zakir ( B), in the next three
overs before Salahuddin and
Khaled Masood made the un-
beaten 25-run partnership for
the ninth wicket which came
from just 22 balls.

Masood was not out on 19 off
36 balls without any boundary
while Salahuddin was unbeaten
on 11 when Abahani closed
their account .

Left-arm spinner Saleh
Ahmed and right-arm medium-
pacer Athar Ali Khan captured
two wickets each for Biman giv-
ing away 30 and 38 runs.

In reply, Biman were bun-
dled out for 151 in 44.1 overs,
thanks to some inspirational
bowling by left-arm tweaker
Saifullah Khan and some
sparkling fielding by Niamur
Rashid,

Saifullah , the highest
wicket-taker in the league last
season, finished with four for
39 from his 9.1 overs while Ni-
amur, who top-scored for Aba-
hani earlier in the first session.
was also instrumental in four
dismissals taking three good
catches and the wicket of
Faruque , who surprisingly
opened the Biman innings yes-
terday instead of going one-

down.
Middle-order Habibul
Bashar., was Biman's Lone

Ranger but fighting a lost battle
with a gutsy 68 ;: Coming in to
bat at number three with Biman
losing their first wicket (Athar
Ali) without any score on the
board . Bashar, also of
Bangladesh., playved the sheet
anchor role to repair the Biman
innings with his third fifty of
the league. After losin
Faruque (1) on 13 in the sixt
over, Bashar added 65 runs for
the third wicket along with
Pakistani middle-order Man-
soor Akhter (28) before the lat-
ter was caught by Gunawardana
at the long-on off a Salahuddin
delivery.

Even after Mansoor’'s return,
Biman Kkept alive their slim
hopes. But they conked away
with Bashar in the 39th over
when he was caught by Azam at

Sports bodies
go to polls
from toady

Sports Reporter

The much-sought month-
long elections in different
sports federations begins at the

ational Sports Council (NSC)
from today.

Off the 32 federations, affili-
ated with the NSC, the govern-
ing body of local sports, elec-
tions of the Bangladesh Wom-
en's Sport Association (BWSA)
and Bangladesh Bodybuildin
Federation (BBF) will be held a
the conference room from 10
am to 5 pm.

Although the BSWA is likely
to offer a single panel for the
29-member executive commit-
tee, sources close to the BBF
forecast a two-way close contest
between Latif-Alam and
Nazrul-Mehbub panels. To
drum up its campaign, Latif-
Alam panel brought out a
colourful procession around the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

In BWSA, 109 voters will ex-
ercise their franchise while at
the BBF 67 councillors will
elect a 21-member executive
committee,

However, NSC, as per consti-
tution, will nominate presi-
dents and one executive com-
mittee member of each federa-
tion. The election of executive
members in different federa-
tions will mark an end to the
much-criticised ad-hocism and
relinquish the supreme power
of the NSC. The elected commit-
tees will run the office for the
next three years.

AKC-BIMAN

SCORECARD

ABAHANI KC

Azam Iqbal ¢ Faruque b Athar 30
A Gunawardana b Mofizur 15
Naimur Rahman ¢ Faruque b

Mizanur 14
Akram Khan run out 19
Al-Shahriar ¢ Athar b Saleh 36
Niamur Rashid ¢ and b Ziaur 37
K Masood not out 19
Igbal ¢ Atiar b Saleh 1
Zakir ¢ Atiar b Athar 5
Salahuddin not out 11
Extras: (b-2. Ib-8, w-12) 2
Total : (for 8 wkts in 50 overs) 209

Did not bat: Saifullah Khan

Fall of wickets: 1 /27: 2/51:
3/74;4/97:5/143:6/171; 7/172:
8/182
Bowling : 0O M R W
Mofizur Rahman 8 0
Mizanur Rahman 8 0
Athar Alj 9 1
Ziaur Rashid 10 0
Saidul Islam i 0
Saleh Ahmed 1

BIMAN

Athar Ali ¢ K Masood b Zakir

Faruque ¢ Akram b Niamur

Habibul ¢ Azam b Saifullah

M Akhter ¢ Gunawardana

Salahuddin

Atiar c Al-Shahriar b Saifullah

Ziaur Rashid run out -

Hasanuzzaman ¢ Niamur

b Naimur

Mofizur ¢ Niamur b Saifullah

Mizanur ¢ Niamur b Naimur

Saleh not out

Saidul ¢ Akram b Saifullah

Extras: (Ib-5. nb-2, w-6) 13

Total: {all out in 44.1 overs) 151
Fall of wickets : 1/0: 2/13:

3/78;4/96; 5/108; 6/128: 7/140:

8/142:9/151: 10/151
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Bowling: O M R W
Zakir Hossain 7 2 16 1
Niamur Rashid 9 0 24 1
Igbal Hossain 6 1 17 0
Salahuddin 8 0 27 1
Saifullah Khan9.1 0 3©® 4
Naimur Rahman5 0 23 2

Result: Abahani KC won by

58 runs.
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HAIL THE CHAMPIONS: The Abahani players and officials led by skipper Akram Khan -
goes for a lap of honour after ensuring championship in the

league by beating Biman yesterday.

Title dedicated to Lamba

I | Abahani Krira
| Chakra dedicated
their twellith
- Premier Division
[ cricket league title
~ == 4 to Raman Lamba,
the former Indian Test player
who died after 5ustain1n$ a
severe head injury while play-
ing for Abahani in this year's
league,
"We are dedicating our vic-
tory to Raman Lamba.” said the
cricket chairman of Abahani

Limited Mostafa Kamal, MP, af-

ter the ular Dhanmondi out-
fit lit'tetﬁ] e coveted title defeat-
ing Bangladesh Biman by 58
runs in the penultimate Super
league match at the Dhaka Sta-
dium yesterday.

"His untimely death was a
stunning blow tor us. He was
always a very special man for
Abahani. We have placed the
memories of Raman Lama in
our hearts to transform the un-
fathomable sufferings into a
great victory. And | could not
think of a better way to pay
homage to Lamba and his be-

Sports Reporter
February 23.
Abahani's inspirational

skipper Akram Khan looked a
relieved man after retaining the
title. The portly right-hander
ave credits to the collective ef-
ort and conviction of his play-
ers.

“When Raman bhai died, we
were thrown in depths of de-
spair. But the pains of his loss
motivated us to do what he had

Che Duily Star 11

wanted. I'm feeling happy for

%

Janakantha Premier Division

—Star photo

not only the title ... It's because
we were able to keep the pood
sprit of a professional cricketer
till the end.” said Akram after
the match.

Success of Abahani showed
what discipline and motivation
could do for even a under-
strength team.

“True that we were not a
champion team on paper. But
we have worked hard to make
up our short-comings and the
boys played within their limi-
tations”, said coach Sarwar Im-
ran, the man behind Abahani's
success for the second consecu-
tive year.

“We did not have a strong
batting line-up, neither had a
fire-brand seamer in our side,
Moreover, we were perhaps the
worst fielding side. But in lim-
ited-over cricket you do not
need ten specialist batsmen or
any strike bowler. What you
need is a disciplined side who
will act according fo the plan.”
said Imran while elaborating
his successful strategy.

“We went in every match

gﬂﬂ_g

reaved family.” said Kamal, with a desire to play full 50
who looked extremely elated af- overs and score as many runs as
ter the match. possible. Besides, our bowlers
The former India opener have strictly followed the rules
died at a city hospital three of bowling according to field.
days after sustaining a head-in- And more importantly, we kept
jury while fielding at forward the fight on until the last ball of
short-leg without a helmet G the innings.” said Imran, a
during a crucial league match RAMAN LAMBA former cricket coach of the
against Mohammedans on BKSP.
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