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Terrorism-Multiple Facet

M. Enamul Huq. Ph.D
Former IGP Bangladesh

"Confluence of Legal Justice
and people's Justice is the
highway to a Social Justice
State™ when the Legislature.
Executive and Judiciary are
well aware ol their respective
domain's rights and
obligations to make the ‘Rule of
Law’ a reality of the rule of life
and society. To keep society
from failing apart the first
thing needed is law and for law
to be operational effectively in
the interest of cohesion of
society we have to have a sound
system of Criminal Justice
Administration—which |is
rimarily composed of Police.
ersecution. Court Correction.
All the component partners are
to play their role duly as they
are supposed to be supple-
mentary and complimentary to
each other.
The increasing mobility of the
population and the growin
communications and financia
links among different coun-
tries of the developing and
developed have profoundly
influenced the nature of
cﬂmﬂnpr}rﬁrrl criminality,
These global changes are likel
to continue fundamentally
altering the development of
crime and its nature and
characteristics. too.
Conciding with the con-
tribution of modern technology
are other developments linking
the developed and developing
world. The third world debt and
the increasing disparitics in
incoine has also contributed to
the rise of international crime
particalardy-terrorsim.. The
copy book maxims that if you
are good and honest learnt
skill you would live a
comfortable life does not
appeal much rather reality
showed that you could earn
much even in teens il you just
succeed in selling contraband
and creating awe in the minds
of the peace loving people.
There is something in the core
of materialism of success
oriented combativeness which
seems to tell the youth of our
times to run and grab for
nothing succeeds like material
SUCCCSS.
The same developments which
have opened up so many
marvellous possibilities for the
people of the world have also
created new incentives and new
avenues for crime. Open
frontiers which are so much
benelit for freedom and
Emprlfty do not discriminate
ctween the tourist and
terrorist. An airplane which
have made commerce and
travel so easy have become
target flor extremists and
transportation of criminals.
The world is becoming more
independent so too is crime
crime is going global. These

demand national action but
may also require partnership.
The challenge is clear. we
either work separately and
loose or work together and win.
International Law recognises
the utilisation of legal methods
to meet the problems like
terrorism and the like which
affect the internal security of a
country. The term Internal
Security can be sald to connote
not just an :Pgmvalcd form of
law and order problem but
must comprehend within its
fold an assurance of peace and
provision for necessary infras-
tructure in which stable and
peaceful condition are the
prerequisite for perusing
normal vocation and proper
utilisation of resources,
And in the back drop of the
above guidelines if we cast our
eyes on the domestic scene- one
might see a dismal picture, The
situation has become such-not
all at a time rather gradually
nourished and harboured that
today the term Mastan,
Musclemen. Hijacker. Goon
and above all Political Activist
under the patronage of "God
Father" are more or |ess
familiar to each and everyone,
The scenario has become such
that the ladies do not wear real
I:wcll:ry rather imitation
ly any one like to go out at
night unless compelled to do so.
stadium witnesses bloody
s?uahhlc, tender boxes are
often hijacked firearms are
brandished during broad
dayllﬁht halls are occupied
forcibly, accused are not safe
even in safe custody custodian
of law are making headlines-
coples reliance in sacred
nstitutions like judiciary
education post office hospital
are dwindled so much so that
public attitude have become
apathetic and reluctance of
citizens to be involved in
E::sewing law and order has
came normal practice. This
I1s indeed a matter of grave

COncerrm.

The increasing belief that
equal protection of law equal
reasonable opportunities to
access to the course of law is
mandatory otherwise justice
remains a myth. Justice is
always advantageous to the
rich is becoming more
prevalent and some critics go
that far to say that "Good laws
remain in the books only and

are rarely implemented’,
Fundamental rights guaran-
teed by the constitution and

internationally adopted hu-
man rights are also rarely
translated into reality. Lack of
law enforcement duly absence
of impartiality in judgement,
rampant corruption amongst

------

public servants and people's
representatives- the society has

fallen into the grip of a few
terrorist and unscrupulous
persons and ordinary people
particularly poor. women and
children are becoming hostages
in their hands ﬂl‘ﬁ}" tﬂafe.
victims of ignoble sufferings
without easy remedies and
mitigations thereof.

To add flame to the fire the new
culture of development and
that too though meant for
general mass but actually
remain concentrated in certain
peoples of vested interested
demean makes the things more
confounded. lately there has
been clear recognition that
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development is not merely an
economic process of growth
rather its methodological
complications have helped
international traficking terro-
rism economic ecrime and
breeding of corruption among’
the interested groups mainly
through business tycoon public
servants people's represen-
tatives and all these are
assisted through their
respective musclemen brokers
and mastans who are commo-
nly known as terrorists.

The rising incidence of inter-
national terrorism was first
demonstrated here in the
kidnap attempt of a diplomat
at Dhaka in November 1975
hijacking of Japanese Airline:
and forced landing in
September 1977 and the seize of
an embassy building in March
1979 and alleged fire arm
despatch in 1990s Bangladesh
however tacked those
situations with tact and
resourcefulness though our
technical capabilities to meet
such violent terrorist activities
are limited. Since terrorists
have no national boundaries
and they are indiscriminate in
their areas of operation and
target international coopera-
tion is an imperative need to
combat such crime effectively.
Keeping in view our back-
ground .perhaps treaty of

neighbours and U.K. U.S.A.
K.S.A. could have helped® us
immensely. But alas we have
only mutual understanding
with Myanmar and Iran. But
fortunately the present
government nas been able to
sign an extradition treaty very
recently with Thailand-which

may enable the government to |

bring to book of justice the
wanted criminals and terro-
rists might be little more
cautious before their nefarious
operation henceforth,

Terrorists violate human
rights with far less gualm or

concern than the government.
The hidden agenda ol the
terrorist is perhaps democracy
itself as it is only in democrac
the rule of law subsists an
their goal is to cripple that
system. As a result policemen
judisiary politicians and their
families become their prime
quarry and soft targets. The
crisis gets deepended if the law
and order system gets
paralysed and the people are
terrorised and a sort ol Greek
drama get inevitably played.
The international standard
known as Paris Minimum
Standards do provide for
yardsticks in relation for
upholding law consistent with
human rights but it may not be
easy to [ind satisfactory
solution. But surely in the
name of humanity and
democracy the government
must assert its potential to
prevent the abuse of penal
wer and simultaneously the
act needs to be reminded that
when the very existence of the
state itself is under great
jeopardy assumption of vast
pcwers by law which trample
son.e of cherished rights is
not unjustified. But that must
be last resort and political
consensus and commitments is

‘a must to attain the desired

l.
n establishing rule of law
criminal justice systern has to
y its role duly. Police being
he most visible forum of the
four organs often come to be
blamed. It is perhaps necessary
to enquire and appreciate if the
whole system is functioning
properly. The allegations
cannot be totally ignored
rather the bonafide must be
clear. History Is a mute witness
to the demand of exigencies to
assert control where no
uestions are asked-but results
manded. Then means become
irrelevant and end result is the
only count. But in a democratic
way of life means of human
ts projection are as vital as
the end result of criminal
Ll.;ntim: administration. It must
kept in view that policing is
a matter of conscience and not
merely a matter of law and
hence the maxim is aptly suited
particularly in our esteemed
CcoL ntry- t law cannot be
enforced it is to be obeyed
keeping in view the two
gn::luuu flowers of humanity-
urity and Freedom”,
(The writer gratefully acknow-
source of all the resource
materials and their authors for
the presentation of this paper).
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