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A Foundation of Peace

Wednesday, March 4, 1998 was a great day for
our hill eupi' in the south-east. They have fought
for two decades for their cause and they have ended

erence and courted peace and are ‘Fharmm:lg

the establishment of the same. The arm

and warring wing of the Chakma resistance, the
Shanti Bahini, formally ceased to exist from yes-
terday with the handing down of the last of arms in
its hands. It was a great day for us all but for whose
collective wisdom and understanding the Peace in
the Hills Treaty would not be here.

There now, however, looms ifgreat danger over
the hills and dales of CHT. er every accom-
plishment of a great deed well worth remembrance
down the centuries comes a situation of lapsing
into inertia. A sheer precipice after the pinnacle.
Many a great achievement flounder at this hole of
laxness, a sudden slackening of what was taut tel-
ling upon the string of accomplishment. And this
is frequently confused for a backlash. And such
wrong diagnosis costs a nation immeasurably.
This must not be allowed to hurt the vista of possi-
bilities that has been opened by the Hill Treaty.

The first great challenge comes in the shape of
rehabilitation of 40 thousand families — both of
the plains and the hills. The hill people suffered
greatly because of displacement caused by the
strife. Now that all of them are heading in search
of their hearth and home, they need to be helped in
this prickly problem. So is the case with the set-
tlers from the plains. Because of strife they had to
concentrate into cluster villages. Now they also
need to be returned to their lands or some habitat
has to be found for them.

This is %‘ﬂinﬁ to be a crucial test for all three
sides to the hill denouement. The newly em-
powered management and administration, the set-
tlers and the hill people. But then there is also a
fourth and important party. The government,
which must keep a close and uninterrupted vigil on
the development and be handy for any need that
may arise for state intervention.

Much depends on those that will people the hills
from now on. Not only tolerance, positive friend-
ship must develop between the communities there.
Both have problems and not a dissimilar kind ei-
ther. They must overcome these in a spirit of
sincere cooperation. There may be provocations
from outside the hills. But these designs must be
undone by those that will live there.

Let a satisfactory and effective rehabilitation of
all displaced persons form the foundation of peace
and prosperity in the region.

PM’s Timely Message

Few would disagree over the general inefficiency
of the government officials. Despite the fact that it
is the bureaucracy which runs the show and there
are people in the system who stand out like is-
lands in a sea of incompetence and attitudinal
problems for sheer individual excellence, gov-
ernment officials as a clan would perhaps come on
top of any inventory of professional groups that
have gone down in standard since Independence.

It is nice that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
Wednesday last chose a ceremonial occasion to
drive this point home. She called for an attitudinal
overhauling of the government servants urging

them to be more discreet and respectful towards
taxpayers' money.

Having said that the Premier could not have
trodden on a more debatable ground. Because
politicisation of the bureaucracy is as much of a
problem nowadays as is professional competence
of the government officials. While the latter is em-
inently removable provided the republic is pre-
pared to invest on the training of its servants and
if a proper evaluative system is in place, nothing
can be done about the former if the politicians do
not stop placing petty party interest ahead of the
country's. The worst example of this took place
prior to the last elections when some bureaucrats
renounced their professional obligation to speak
their minds from the so-called Janatar Mancha or
penrile's dais. Although it helped her party's cause
at that time nobody perhaps I'Ealiﬁﬂg better than
!ZhE PM from the subsequent events that it was a
costly advantage' and a bad precedence for gover-
nance.

Stuptl:ﬂng politicisation would also call for a
strict if not ruthless approach to the tyranny of
trade unionism at the lower tier of the government
service. Government has to make sure trade union
activities remain confined to the welfare of the
employees and never indulge in the use of political
clout to promote coterie interest.

We are happy that the highest executive of the
country has focused on the problems dogging the
public sector service for years. We hope her words
would transform into affirmative action and re-
flect in the quality of governance.

Poor Dhanmondi Lake

The reexcavation project to give the moribund
Dhanmondi Lake a new lease of life has come to a
grinding halt. Since the project cannot be com-
pleted before the rainy season, it has to be halved.
intimates a Daily Star report. This is the most dis-
appointing news for those who have been looking
forward to the revival of this dying water body
known once as Dhaka's necklace. The ten crore
Taka project which began October last year and
was earlier expected to be completed by June next
year would now definitely take longer time. What
irks one is that this has not been caused b any un-
avoidable adversity but by the same old bureau-
cratic interference. Informed sources of our core-
spondent have indicated interference by the LGRD
ministry has spoiled the broth this time. Why did
it become abruptly interested in halfway through
gllli] _EJI:I:? Cnu%l ?}?ttit do without unnecessary med-

najo at was othe
Cone B r’:il'? rwise sailing towards

€ initiative to revive the Dhanmondi Lake
was a great tidings for Dhaka’s denizens for whom
life has become minute struggle with polluted air
In concrete jungle on one side and squalor of slums
on the other. The few epitomes of nature are fast
diminishing in the face of relentless attack of ur-
banisation. Dhanmondi lake apart from its sister
in the Ramna Park is one of the very few refreshing
remnants of a once sylvan and watery Dhaka.,.
Muddled thinking or rather thoughtlessness of the
authorities has put spanner in the works of the
resurrection process of a life giving source. It is
most unfortunate and emblematic of poor gover-
nance. Does the LGRD ministry have any answer

be
now

-for the wastage of public mon
public expectagtinn?p 7Y BRC dnking of

recurring refrain in these
columns has been a new
and dangerous dimension
to hunger. The very systems
that enable our farmers to feed
all of us are under threat. Two
weeks back | flagged two
elements of that critical threat,
namely, exhausted earth and
lluted water. Today. 1 shall
ocus on a more irreversible
loss, that of plant genetic
diversity. Here, extinction is
forever.

Genetic diversity is a criti-
cally important line of defense
against catastrophic loss for
the peasant farmers. The peas-
ant's gardens of traditional

culture are less vulnerable
to such loss because they con-
tain a wide variety of plants in-°
cluding land-races. Homoge-
nised seed-based technologies
alon with concomitant
chemical intensification could
smother traditional and wild
varieties with their unique
genetlc traits. This loss has

een massive. In Bangladesh
and India today, to quote only
one example, 10 rice varieties
are sown where once over

30,000 different varieties
flourished.
In the aftermath of the Earth

Summit, the contribution of
indigenous and rural communi-
ties to conserving and enhanc-
ing biodiversity has been
recognised but not necessarily
understood. That indigenous
peoples inhabit the most di-
verse fields and forests of the
world is sometimes viewed as
both coincidental and unfortu-
nate. That a correlation exists
between the uses made by le
of biological diversity and the
availability of that cﬁvcrsity is
seldom considered.

Rural societies maintain ge-
netic diversity because it is es-
sential to their survival. They

Extinction 1s Forever

"Concern for man himself and his fate must alwuy; form the chief interest
order that the creation of our minds shall be a blessing not a curse."

breed improved varieties for the
same reason, There is no useful
distinction, for them, between
conservation and development.

However, institute-based
scientists, still predominantly
male, may consider rural con-
servationist/innovators espe-
cially hard to find because
many of the latter (some say
most) are women. The tradi-
tional roles of rural women in
genetic conservation and selec-
tion need recognition and revi-
talisation. The same is true for
the herbalists in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. They preserve rep-
resentative samples in hill side
genebanks.

In fact, evidence is mountin
that virtually all of nature's di-
versity within the reach of ru-
ral communities — be it in the
fields or in the forests — has
been nurtured or developed by
community conservators. What
we have often called "wild"
species may be more properly
called "associated” species as

they are often an inte part
of farming systems and can be
considered to form part of the

intellectual achievements and
contributions of rural societies.

Despite their importance for
livelihood security of the rural

r, crops of local importance,
armer-developed varieties and
wild species are sometimes ig-
nored in ex situ conservation
through national and interna-
tional genebanks. Although
much genetic variation within
magur ood crops has been col-
lected in the genebanks of In-
ternational ricultural Re-
search Centres and their na-
tional networks, often collec-
tions are inadequate and tend
to be limited to physically ac-

cessible areas. Very little is
known about the varieties
stored in genebanks and even
less about their potential uses.
Second, the'w cost of regen-
erating the s and the risks
of mechanical failures make
seed banks less than fail-safe.
Third, evolutionary processes
which otherwise ensure sus-
tained adaptation to changing
environmental and social con-
ditions are frozen out. -

A more important question
is the continuing free and uni-
versal access to genebank mate-
rials. Three areas are of partic-
ular concern. First, the Conven-

tion on Biological Diversity
recognises that nation-states
have sovereign rights over bio-
logical resources, but focusses
primarily on naturally-occur-
ring species. The status of col-
lections made prior to the con-
vention vis-a-vis intellectual
Iaruggrt}' rights still remains in
imbo. Second, the terms of
availability of materials placed
in depositories both for the
farmers and the plant breeders.
Third, farmer's rights in rela-
tion to these accessions and
compensation for past and pre-
sent community innovation. It
is tragic that in the emerging
marketplace of patents over liv-
ing materials and life-forms,
discoveries of indigenous inno-

Daire!

A Z M Obaidullah Khan

vators are nonchalantly dis-
missed as folklore. Further, the

tenting of livin or?ﬂ.numj is
E:t deai%nblc lzmg both ethical
and cquitr consideration.

My point here is that while
acknowledging the contribu-
tions of ex situ genebanks in
plant genetic resources conser-
vation, there is a strong case
why the control over the con-
servation of plant genetic re-
sources nhouk]i be brought to the
local communities. As Chris-
tine Weizsacker puts it, "their
sound analysis based on long
(or ) co-existence with bio-
diversity" can be the most sta-
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ble foundation of a sustainable
system for its conservation,
utilisation and enhancement.
Michel Pimbert agrees that
"broadening the circle of social
control of how genetic resources
are and used is central
to tomorrow's food security”.
Rene Salazar points out that the
creator, custodian and end-user
of plant genetic resources is the
farming community. Farmers
and their plants have been to-
gether for centuries. Commu-
nity conservation by the farm-
ers ensures evolution and adap-

tation of the genetic resources
in living conditions. Farmers
tend to know which plants are

useful and for what purposes.
But most of all they kﬂuw what
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of all technical endeavours in

they need and how they can im-
prove their system. Peasant so-
cieties and culture have been

deeply influenced by the plants
thwplnow and gr::rnl.':!'r l

or the best use to be made of

Plant Genetic Resources, farm-
ers must control their own bio-
materials and have access to as
wide a gene pool as possible.
They must be able to incorpo-
rate knowledge and informa-
tion about their material when
it is available elsewhere.
will need and scien
support to develop their re-
sources, generate their own
technologies and make appro-
riate use of other technologies.
olicies should be implemented
that will create an environment
conducive to the em rment
of local communities and the
establishment of a partnership
between institutional scientists
and community based practi-
tioners.

Unfortunately, as Dr Geof-
frey Hawt in points out:

‘The granting of patents cov-
ering all genetically engineered
varieties of a species, {rrespec-
tive of the genes concerned or
how they were transferred, puts
in the hands of a single inven-
tor the possibility to control
what we on our farms and

in our gardens. At the stroke of

the pen, the research of count-
less farmers and scientists has
potentially been negated in a
single, legal act of economic
hijack".

Dr M S Swaminathan, the
father of modern agriculture in
India, states in a similar vein
fthat genetic variability which
serves as the feedstock for the
biotechnology industry is at the

same time the most important

safety net for farmers who must
seek to minimise risks arising
from pest epidemics. Conserva-
tion and sustainable utilisation
of biodiversity are essential for
halting the deteriorating bal-
ance between food and ple.
In the current atmosphere of
promoting market-driven
economies, it is obvious that a
symbiotic balance must be
found between private profit

and public good.

With the growing spread of
uade-relawdgfnteucctua] prop-
erty ts culture, such a sym-
biosis is all the more essential
to protect the farmers rights.
Farmers ts, as defined in
the International Unde
on Plant Genetic Resources, is
their t to recognition for
contributing to the common
welfare by providing and nur-
turing genetic diversity. Such
rights are necessary in respect

insitu community conserva-
tion. Only thus the evolutionary
processes that generate new
germ-plasms can be maintained
and the contribution of farmers
as their custodians can be
?_cknuwledged and compensated
or.

As the exciting vista of fron-
tier technolo ht'lh pI;:ILt genet-
ics o s up, let the ortation
of A.Im E:Fnutcin serve as the

iding principle of all scien-

c enterprises: "Concern for
man himself and his fate must
always form the chief interest
of technical endeavours in
order that the creation of our
minds shall be a blessing not a
curse.” Hopefully the scientists
themselves will the lead in
bri and end to the mad
race for patenting inventions
which can have a profound im-

act on human nutrition and

ealth. What shall it profit a
man if he shall n the whole
world and lose his own soul?
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Sanctity vs Sufferings

Sir, | am amused to see a
photograph on page 3 of The
Daily Star (Saturday 2 March
'98) of the Dhaka University
lady teachers carrying a placard
which says, in Bangla,
"Maintain the sanctity of Sha-
heed Minar", It is su to be
a silent procession in protest to
the ‘desecration' of Shaheed
Minar.

The o

rganisers of the proces-
sion, the Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
is a very powerful organisation
of learned people. Ordina
mortals like us look upon suc
organisations to show us the
path of honesty and righteous-
ness, of knowing right from
wrong. Anyone siding or sym-
pathising with any political
group or party is bound to be
controversial in the eyes of the
students. The Dhaka University
Ordinance (1973) made the
teachers of this institution -
tisan and controversial by Igw.
The country is passing
through a very disturbing phase
of history. There are thousand
and one issues of public interest
which not onl ect the ordi-
nary people but intellectuals
like the teachers of Dhaka Uni-
versity also that can be taken
up and projected. The recent
rice-hike of essentials must
ave touched all and sundry.
The prices of rice, onion, garlic,
turmeric, sugar, salt etc., have
touched new heights and some
of these items are already out of
market, The lady teachers of
the University, I believe, also
look after their families. Many
of them, I am sure, go to the
markets, and that should make
them quite unhapgy if they are
to manage within limited
source of income, Do they feel
the pinch? What about the male
teachers of the University?
Don't they go to the market?
How come they don't protest the
price-hike? ﬂ.y can't they take
a position from where they can
lead the nation on important
non-political national issues?
illions of poor people in
this country who cannot have
two square meals a day and
cannot possibly survive by eat-
ing sanctity and lodge protest
against desecration of holy
places,
They need food at reasonable
price.

O J Shams
Dhaka

Generalisation is not
correct, Mr. Hossain

Sir, This refers to the letter
of Mr Faiz Hossain, Texas, USA
published on 24th Feb, 98. It
seems that Mr Faiz has
stretched his knowledge to the
unknown by castiga ng that
Eﬂ: r.:tiil our pﬂl:tical 1};eau::ltru

€ coun which

brazenly untrue. i *

It is a common knowledge
that generalisation is not cor-
rect including this one. Before
insinuating our political lead-
ers, he should trace back his
memory that it was the politi-
cal leaders who mobilised pub-
lic opinion in establishing the

then East Pakistan. Again it

~ was the political leaders who

alvanised public opinion un-
er the umbrella Six-Point Pro-
gramme which under the lead-
ership of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman culminated in
creating sovereign and inde-
pendent B desh.
I guess the remark of Mr
Faiz, was slip of the pen.

Javed Mortuza
4/14, Sher-E-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka.

..Have no know-how?

Sir, The letter captioned "We
are Concerned” printed on 3rd
February got me worried.

|l am an old man and have
seen many things happening in
our country over the years. | feel
that in the name of liberalisa-
tion and opening up, we are
creating problems for our own
industries. | can understand the
concern of the Packaging Indus-
tries Association.

Recently, the doctors ex-
pressed their deep concern over
the decision of the government
to allow foreign doctors to
practice in Bangladesh. As far
as my knowledge goes this deci-
sion was later amended and |
tahink that was a wise thing to

0.

I do not know how compli-
cated or what special technical
knowledge is required to work
in the service sectors as in an
advertising agency that should
call for giving employment to
Indian citizens rather than re-
cruiting our own citizens.

The government should def-
initely look into these and act

in a manner that is beneficial
to its own nationals. :

Ibrahim Salek
House No : 108 Sir

Road,
Mohammedpur, D a.

A 'queue' example

Sir, 1 was amazed to see a
photograph where the Indian
President K. R. Narayanan is
waiting in a queue with his wife
and daughter to vote for the
general elections in a weekly
newspaper published by the
Non Resident Indians in the
USA, named 'India Abroad’ (20
February, 1998). Thinking of
our leaders who go to the

polling stations and never
stand in a queue compelled me
to sink in deep sorrow.

May I have the courage to
dream that our leaders are
standing in a queue to vote in
the next general elections (due
in 2001) showing respect to
democratic norms

- Kazi Golam Towsif

Assistant Chief Accounts
Officer

Ministry of Foreign airs
1086, H?hgu Roag Al
Dhaka-1000.

The brother with

arms
Sir, The US's continuing role
as Big Brother in international
affairs may be considered not

very hl:leuI in maintaining the

image of the United Nations as
the ultimate arbiter in solving
international problems. The
US has already given enough
inters in this direction, par-
cularly in its stand-off with
Iraq where the other big
are made to look subservient to
the will of the US. Even the
significant success of the UN
Secretary-General in achieving
the accord with Iraq which has
headed off the impending
armed conflict with Iraq,
which, in other words, has

hi ted the positive aspect
of ﬁ]é%.ﬂ'a mlt.pnc:mn to I:E.- in
the process of being belittled by
the Big Brother attitude of the
US. Russia and China, other
gennanent members of the UN
ave been made to ap small
in it he light of the bellicose ut-
terances of the US, following
the achieved accord with Iraq.
In this spective, the iﬁ
question before the worl
country is whether such atti-

tude on the part of the US hel
in promoting the image of the
UN as the ultimate trouble-

shooter for international prob-
lems,

A S M Nurunabi
29 Dhanmondi,
Dhaka.

R/A, Rd 1,

Internet censor

Sir, Once 1 heard on BBC
news that the Singapore Gov-
ernment took lpuniti'.re mea-
sures against a feeder of porno-
graphic pictures on the Internet
in accordance with law of the
land. Yet we are to add our name
in the list of such feeders but in

.the absence of censorship In-

ternet in our country is full of
pornographic pictures and ma-
terials.

| would like to draw the at-
tention of the authorities to
take eflective censorship mea-
sures immediately to arrest the
situation before this is too late.

Mohammad Shah Jahan

Dhaka
Odacity?

Sir. 1 have a queer pro :
nothing should be publicl
named after a living personal-
ity.

| say it because | would not
consent to the current practice
in m;; OWT case.

The proposal may sound
controversial, but it is morally
sound. It is not a mater of con-
solation, as many become fa-
mous after their death. Is it nec-
essary to know personally that
one is famous?

Citizen-Z
Dhaka

Far from right, Mr...?

Sir, Mr  Masroor Ahmed
Deepak took my silence about
some of his remarks as my
agreeing on those points, is far
from right. As he mentioned

those points on women in
his letter, | think I should clar-
ify myself.

First, "women spread vicious
rumours”.

| wonder from where he got
this absurd idea. It is a well-
known fact that men like to
Fiay practical Jnkes. they are
ree to go anyrp ace, any time —
s0 it is easier for them to spread
rumours.

Second "come up with the

most absurd imaginary medical
reasons.”

I think nothing could be
more unjust from this observa-

tion. Women have to be twenty-

four hours on duty in their
homes. If with lmagldary ill-
ness women take to . every
house will become a shamble —
it is the other way around, un-
less they become seriously ill
they perform all their duties
doggedly. Men can remain ab-
sent from their offices if they
fall sick but with many sorts of
sickness women have to do
their household chores. Nowa-
days many women work outside
their homes, but still it is the
womenfolk who have to do all
the household works, before de-
parting for their respective
workplaces — the wife has to
attend to all the things there are
to be attended to, and after re-
forming from work she again
has to see about cooking and
clearing of the house, to look af-
ter children and all that.

Third, "Women take bribes".

[ have not heard about

==

women taking bribes but I have
heard about males not only tak-
ing bribes but many a times
constructions of many projects
had to be stopped if toll-collec-
tors — who happen to be males
— are not paid a handsome
amount of money. These are ev-
crydagv incidents.

I hope Mr Deepak will be
gracious enough to acknowl-
edge these facts.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

The positive Pak

Sir, "A Positive Step" by
Shamim Ahsan prinjed on the
16th of Feb raised an im-
portant point. The PM of Pak-
istan finally announced that
those responsible for the war
will be punished and a formal
apology will be given. Maybe. it
is the correct time to do so. Just
recently Japan asked forgive-
ness for their atrocities during
the Second World War.

If it wasn't for Pakistan's
stubbornness, this horrifying
war could've been avoided. | see
no reason why some Pak offi-
cial recently declared that
nothing the PM said will be
done. Is this another sign of
their pig headedness?

Masroor Ahmed Deepak
Dhaka

Loadshedding
and girls
Sir, Nowadays, girls are do-
ing better in their academic ca-
reers than boys. Loadshedding
is an important cause for this:

boys go out from their rooms or
homes during loadshedding,

T

and waste their time by gossi
ing; but on the other hand, girls
kfc ,thﬁ'}“{ﬂ“ﬁd‘“g Eeld with
studies e of alterna-
tive lights! s

"Maeen Uddin Sabuj

574 Zia Hall,
Dhaka University

One Book Fair!

Sir, Recently, the State Min-
ister for Youth, Sports and Cul-
ture, Obaidul Qader has de-
clared that there will be only
one '‘Book Fair' in the capital.

Would it bring any benefit
for the publishers or the read-
ers? I request him to consider
the decision once again.

Md Ahmadul Haque (Topu)
Deptt of English
University of Dhaka

Sir, The question of appoint-
ing women doctors in doin
postmortem works was rai
in the Parliament and I feel
happy that the health minister
felt the necessity of women doc-
tors in this particular field. In
fact doing postmortem of fe-
male dead bodies by made doc-
:grs is tanﬁ:hnuunt to dishonour

e of the victim and is not
a]lnm%n Islam.
It is a fact that during post-

mortem, the deadbody remains
undress. And in such situation
a female co
approached

se should not be
male doctors as

it is against the teachings of Is-
lam. Even the other religions do
not support such medical ap-
proach to the female dead bod-
ies,

Halima Bagum
North Mugdapara, Dhaka

Raman Lamba and a Few Queries

Some Doctors!

Sir, Nobody can tell if Ra-
man Lamba would have lived {f
arrangements could be made to
take him abroad for treatment
but I have a feeling the confu-
sion and directionless running
from place to place this unfor-
tunate cricketer was subject to
before his death could have
been avoided.

Now people are coming up
with all sorts of stories but the

“level of ignorance of our doctors

as exposed by the press reports
— in this case is frightening.

The neurologist to whom
Lamba was taken first is re-
ported to have predicted that
the injury was nothing and
Lamba would be playing in six
months' time! Imagine. "

Aniruddha, Nawabpur
Dhaka

Serious lack of
seriousness
Sir, 1 am confident Indian

cricketer Lamba would not have -

died so prematurely if he could
be flown to countries with a
tradition of better medical
treatment. Not long ago a top
industrialist and political lead-
er's daughter and son-in-law
were fatall in{;.;r:d in a road
accident. The died on the
spot. But the girl survived be-
cause her father had an ambu-
lance plane flown for her
treatment in Singapore.

Abahani clu officials
which boasts names like
Salman Rahman, Saber Hos-
sain Choudhury and many
other business magnates should
have done something like that.
At least they could have taken
him to the Elizabeth House at
Baridhara where British doc-
tors could have examined if not
treated him. Lamba himself®re-
portedly requested the club offi-
cials to take him to British doc-
tors. Entering Elizabeth House
would not have been a blem,
for he was a British passport
holder. ,

Kanta, Baridhara
Dhaka

God bless BTV

Sir, BTV has truly lived up to
its disreputation of an id-
iot box in the literal sense of the
words. While Star TV network
came up with short, informa-
tive but emotionally rousin
programmes covering life an
death of cricketer Raman
Lamba, our electronic media
remained shamelessly and un-
feelingly untouched like a man
with plugged eyes and ears.

Shame on you BTV.

Nasreen
Old DOHS, Dhaka

That's w

Destiny ... was it ?

Sir, He will never be fielding

at forward short leg to take a
catch, after the bowling from a
slow off-spinner, unmindfully
and occasionally played by a
batsman. He will not open the
innings for Abahani any more.
The opponents will have no
more headache to him out
of scoring runs. In the Rhanjee
Trophy, Delhi will miss his
service. It might happen, after
the Rhanjee 1@2{' e would
stick the India cap again.
We, the cricket inﬂng peugla.
will miss his elegant stroke,
well-timed pull and acute cut-
shot, Above all, we'll miss a

good cricketer, who entertained
us. Being a human. depending
on the circumstances, one may
get hot tempered. This is not
unusual. Yes, | am talking about

| late Raman Lamba.

Raman’s death is an unre-
airable injury to his family.
m, his wife, can feel only the

depth of wound, and loneliness.,
His son and daughter will miss
their daddy. Parents will miss
their son, of whom, they were
roud of. A sister lost her
rother, and so on. This is quite
cataclysmic for a family. .

As far | have learnt The
Daily Star and World Tel web
sites, mag be, it was his destiny.

y he ignored umpire's
and colleagues’ uest to use
helmet. Raman will never re-
turn to his family or to enter-
tain us. But his death has left
some queries. Why the physi-
cian could not realise the inten- .
sity of the brain hemorrhage at
the very out set? The club offi-
cials have watched that the
ball, after hitting Raman's
forehead, went up, and the
wicket keeper had to rush for a
couple of yards to glove it. Is it
not good enough to understand
the momentum? Since the ball
hit t on the forehead, one of
the sensitive and delicate parts
of face, after the men's
balls, the officials had to be
more sensible. Due to emotion
and temper, at that cular
moment, a player t not feel
the . But the injury may be
fatal. Raman's incidence evi-
dences this to all of us.

Raman's colleagues from
home and abroad, players, offi-
clals, and cricket fans from
Bangladesh have paid homage.
May I request our Minister for
Sports, and the Chairperson of
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board to send official condo-
lence letters to Raman's wife,

ts and to Indian Board of
ricket Control,

M Tarik
Graduate School of the Envi-
ronment
Macquarie University, North

é}m&ﬁey, Australia

the job. The fact is t

chopper or a figh
i ey
un . But then how could

they not when the impact was
50 visibly heavy?

Mimi, Moghbazar

Dhaka

Remembering Lamba

Sir, The tragic and untimely

death of the former Indian Test
cricketer Raman Lamba was
indeed pathetic. He was dearly
attached with a Dhaka cricket.

Lamba, who had entertained
the Dhaka crowd with a touch
of high-quality cricket for over
a decade will be missed. As hu-
man beings, sometimes it is
hard to compromise with the
cruel course of destiny and so
we come up with mere excuses
and consolation, like, ifs an
buts.

If Raman Lamba had worn a
helmet, he would have survived,
the ball would have only hit
the helmet. If Raman Lamba
were able to duck or move away,
or if the ball hit the cricketer's
feet or hands then the tragedy
wouldn't have happened.

The great Indian cricketer
died with his boots on, lcnvi.n% a
massage that "flelding at silly
point or short leg can be fatal”,

ell_h.ld_l:i,v Allah rest his soul in
et

peace.

Khawja Vigar Moinuddin -
Purana Paltan, Dhaka

It's criminal

Sir, The time lost in treati
Lamba effectively
fail to understand how a club
which has the Prime Minister
and some influential ministers
as patrons and donors could not

find a seat in the hospital for a
fatally injured player. Abahani
officials have n quoted to

have said they could not admit
Lamba into the IPGMR in their
first attempt.

Is it tenable or credible?
Could not they with little more
sense of urgency on their part
have Lamba flown to India by
an airforce jet? It was an emer-

eluded the club of-

ﬁen:‘y whic
cials. I am sure if they really |

ut their mind to it they could
ave arranged an aircraft — a

ter to do
did not

Sanctity after death -

is criminal. | -

t] A
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