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W ari stay in
Div I soccer

Wari Club escaped relegation
from the First Division Foot-
ball league thrashing Shanti-
nagar Club 3-0 in their last en-

agement at the Mirpur Sta-
ium yesterday, re UNB.

Ujjal, Mong Bhatui and
Asim scored for the winners
who led the first half 1-0.

After the day's result, Wari
secured 27 points and Shanti-
nagar remained on 26 points af-
ter completion of 22 matches.

Dhanmondi Club (24 pts)
will battle Bantﬁladcah Boys
Club (23 pts] in the last -
tion I;ﬁtlc match today to
cide ch of them follow
Police AC to the second division

ﬂ draw will save Dhanmondi
Club while Boys must win to
stay in the First Division.

n the First Division super
league, Dhaka Wanderers' Club
blanked East End Club 3-0.

Wanderers have so far
earned 27 points from 21
matches while East End secured
26 points on completion of the

22 outings.

LINARES, S , Mar 4: In-
dia's Vishwanathan Anand and
Russian Vladimir Kramnik
moved into joint first place
with Latvian-born. Spanish
Grand Master Alexei Shirov in
the Linares InternnAFEnnal tour-
nament, reports )

Anand and Kramnik moved
UE.I with drawn games, while
Shirov, who had n leading
since the tournament
Febru 23, went down to a
rare defeat when he lost with
the white pieces to Ukraine's
Vasily Ivanchuk.

Results of the ninth round:

Peter Svidler (Russia)] —
Viswanathan Anand (India):

Drawn Alexei Shirov (Spain) —
Vasily Ivanchuk (Ukraine): 0-1
Vladimir Kramnik (Russia) —
Veselin Topalov (Bulgaria):
Drawn did not play: Garry Kas-
parov (Russia)

STANDINGS
Player Points
1-3 Anand. [Kr]amnjk Shirov4.5
4. Kas -1 b
5. S\dsier 3.5
6. Topalov (-1) 3
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Majed , the king pin of
City Club excelled with his
brilliant. all-round perfor-
mance in the recently con-
cluded First Division cricket.
The young Pakistani scored
439 runs in 14 matches to
became the highest run-get-
ter in the league. Besides,
Majid had also captured 24
wickets,

No woman

no fight!

MEXICO City, Mar 4: Two
women's boxing matches on the
undercard for Saturday's title
ﬁﬁht featuring Julio Cesar
Chavez have been canceled be-
cause of a 1940s-era Mexico
City law banning female box-
ing, officials said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

US champion Christie Mar-
tin was to face Daniela Somers
of the Netherlands, and Méxi-
can champion Laura Serrano

was to square off against US
fighter Irsa Gigrah on Sat

in Plaza Mexico, the capi
city's main bull :

But officials with the Benito
Juarez dclc%atiun. a political
subsection of Mexico City, said
they could not sanction the
fight because of article 18 of the
city's professional bexing code,
which bans female

Carlos Calvo Zapata, the
delegation official responsible
for enfurcin% the law, told
Reuters that it was enacted in

1945 or 1946 to ° rntEct“
women, particularly their ‘re-
productive apparatus.

Jhalakati cricket

JHALAKATI, Mar 4: The
First Division Cricket League
began at the local stadium to-
day, reports UNB.

In the opening match, Sha-
heed Mujib Mehedi Shanga de-
feated Kathalia Thana Sporting
Club by three wickets.

Batting first, Kathalia sco-
red 127 all out in 27 overs. In
reply, Mujib Mehedi made 128
for seven in 24.2 overs.

Jannkml tha Premier cri-cket
super league

Mohammedan SC vs Brothers
Union (Dhaka Stadium)
Janakantha Premier cricket
relegation league

Wari Club vs Lalmatia Club
(Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium)
Premier Division football
relegation league

Arambagh KS vs YMC
Fakirerpool (Mirpur Stadium, 5

I
Flii;:t I.':iivilii:m football
relegation league
Dhanmondi Club vs

Stadium. 3 peal . T

Elahi-Ali run berserk in double delight

Bagan boom big for Biman

Former Pakistani Test
player Manzoor Elahi and his
compatriot Sher Ali formed a
formidable al liance to exploit
the highest egate total in
the Janakan emier Divi-
sion cricket league as Kalaba-

yo——— s il —

!

mran away with a mammoth

adesh
tadium

-run win over Ban
Biman at the Dhaka
yeste:rdasv.

The Super League clash be-
tween two worthy opponents

tilted the way with Man-
zoor and er Ali stroking
their wa?- to complete their
maiden league century and
helping Kalabagan to amass a
mind- i 8 for four in

their share of 50 overs. In reply,
Bangladesh Biman were l.E?It-
tled out for 176 in 46.5 overs.

Manzoor scored a power-
ﬁack:d 110 off 92 balls while

is unheralded Pakistani peer
Sher Ali wallo his way to a
fluent 109 off 108 deliveries,
sending the belligerent na-
tional airline outfit on a
leather hunt.

Regarded by the cricketing
world as one of the hardest hit-
ters of the ball during his hey-
days, Manzoor Elahi became
the ninth player to score a cen-
tury in this year's league. The
stockily-built right-hander
reached the magical three-fig-
ure mark off only 78 balls wi
a towe sixer followed by a

%ﬂﬂ man skipper Ziaur

Opening the Kalab -
nings with Harun-ur Rashid,
Manzoor set the Dhaka Sta-
dium alight with a flu of
shots all over the ground. With
the Pakistani pinch-hitter on
song, Kalabagan completed
their 50 in 7.2 overs, 100 in 19.3
overs and the 150 came in only
26.3 overs.

Manzoor blazed his way to
50 off 41 balls studded with
seven savage hits across the
rope and three over-boundaries
including a magnificent one off
seamer Mofizur over extra-
cover. His second fifty came off
only 37 balls with the help of a
quartet of fours.

Manzoor shared 89 runs in

16 overs with Harun before the
latter departed for a patient 23
off 55 baﬂs‘
1 zBut: the Jdively ' part. of:the
Kalabafla.n Innicr::Fn came when
Sher Ali join forces with
Manzoor to clobber 111 runs for
the second wicket. Manzoor was
eventually out in the 33rd over
when Biman skipper Ziaur had
his tormentor caught at mid-off
by Hasanuzzaman.

But Ziaur's reprieve after the
Manzoor thunder-storm turned
into a daytime nightmare when
Sher Ali continued the assault
from where his more illustrious
partner had left it.

aring in his first match
after lined for the last
six matches, Sher Ali made no
nonsense of his lucky break to
complete his 100 101 balls
with the help of 13 boundaries

Sports Reporter

and a sixer against offie Shari-
ful. It was the tenth ton in the
league and the seventh by a
Pakistani player in this year's

ghf-:r Ali was the last Kal-

Zakir had former Pakistan
Test cap Manzoor for a duck,
Faruque (2) and Athar (24) to
finish with three for 38 runs in
his eight overs. Off-spinner Ma-
sudur, who mopped up the tail,

abagan hﬂ:man out, that too in

returned with three for 26 in his

DYNAMIC: The Pakistani recruits of Kalabagan Sher Ali
(L) and Manzoor Elahi take their caps off to acknowledge
the crowd's applause after hitting 109 and 110 respectively
during a Janakantha Premier Division super league
engagement against ‘Bangladesh Biman yesterday.

—Star photo

Centurions' club

98)
Name

N Younus (S
G Kazmi )

S Saeed (Surjo Tarun)
S Hossain (Brothers)

R Islam (Ajax)

T Mahmood (Wari)
M Abedin (MSC)

A Hanif (Lalmatia)

'S 'Ali (Kalabagan

Against
o Tarun) Biman
Victoria SC
Victoria SC
Surjo Tarun
Agrani Bank
Lalmatia
Surjo Tgnn;
Agrani Ban
M Elahi (Kalab ) . Biman

man
aﬁﬂ-“ - o

Ten centurions of Janakantha Premier cricket league (1997-

Run scored
107
125 n.o
111
101 n.o.
104
116
108 n.o.
119
110
109

Date

Nov 18,1997
Nov 26, 1997
Dec 5,1997
Dec 22, 1997
Dec 22, 1997
Dec 23, 1997
Feb 14, 1998
Mar 2, 1998
Mar 4, 1998
Mar 4, 1998

the final over, when Athar had
the tall right-hander clean
bowled, but not before the rclﬁ';
ing runners-up had reached

-mark.

Biman, in their chase for a
well-nigh impossible target,
tried to make a match with
their top-order wielding their
willow at anything and -
thing. Thanks to their Wild
West tactics and some intelli-
gent bowling from discarded
national right-arm seamer
Zakir Hassan, three wickets
were back in the pavilion for 44
runs. No one that it
was all but over for Biman,

'l CHRISTCHURCH,

! H:n:w Zealand by

Ji one-day interna-
to score their first

R

——

tional tnr:la}r
victory away from home,

AFP.
New Zealand had been coast-
ing toward the Zimbabwe total
for seven, but needed 10

runs for vi off the last over
and four off the last ball, but

urray Goodwin was Zim-

babwe's star with the bat, scor-
ing 58, while Paul S took
three wickets for 44 including
that of Simon Doull in the des-
perate final over.
Goodwin, who was named
yer-of-the-match, said: "The
is ecstatic, its the first win
away from home, and unbeliev-
able how close it was at the end.
“We were loo down the
gun barrel early on, but it just
shows you what this game is all
about in your mind and how
you can stick at things, and
Lhu?a might come you way."
ew Zealand ca};e mﬂ; the

match ha just won a second
successive Test against Zim-
babwe and looking to take a 3-0

lead in the five-match one day
series.

Zimbabwe hit a respectable
228 for seven in the day-night
affair after a rocky start to
their innings when Grant
Flower was dismissed in the
first over.

Flower dragged a wide ball
on to his stumps from left-arm
medium-pacer Shayne O'Con-
nor.

Zimbabwe then moved on to
153 for four off 35 overs with
Goodwin and captain Alistair
Campbell adding 77 for the
fnurtﬂ wicket and Andy Flower
and Guy Whittall 70 for the
fifth, Whittall also made a half-
century.

But Zimbabwe could e
only 52 runs from the final 10
overs.

New Zealand skipper Step-
hen Fleming's decision to ﬂ:fd
was questionable as were his
bowling changes, which saw
seven bowlers used in the first

lﬂnveru.

Squeaiq;

8.3 overs.

The win rekindled Kalaba-
gan's flickering hopes of win-
ning a major domestic title.
They have 18 points, four
points adrift from league lead-
ers Abahani and two points
gleuhli:und Mohammedan Sporting

For Biman, who was out to
prove that their stunning vic-
tory against Mohammedans in
their Super league opener was
not a flash in the pan, the hu-
miliating defeat hammered yet
another nail in their listless

coffin.

Goodwin hit out at some or-

d early bowling by the
New seamers.
Goodwin brought up his half
cent off 68 s in 86 min-
utes t he was dismissed

shortly after when bowled off
the track by medium-pacer
Chris Harris.

He went with the score at 115
and Campbell was runs later
but Flower and Whittall
added 70 in 53 minutes before
Flower, on 28, was beaten by a
direct hit from Astle.

Whittall reached his seventh
one-day half century but next
ball he was expertly caught on
the mid-wicket boundagr];f by
Matt Horne.

Chris Cairns and O'Connor
both overpitched In their

m spells and were duly

Cairns was taken off from
the attack after three overs
which cost 23. O'Connor, who
started with a wicket-maiden,
was replaced when he was hit
for three fours in his fifth over.

Left-arm spinner Daniel Vet-
tori also struck in his first over
when he bowled opener Craig
Wishart for 28,

The dismissal also ac-
counted for New Zealand wick-
etkeeper Adam Parore, when
the ball deflected form the
stumps into Parore's face.

Parore was rushed to hospi-
tal to have five stitches in his
lip and returned in the 16th
over to take the gloves from
Horne.

New Zealand rattled off runs
at the rate of 6.9 an over at the
Etgart, with Nathan Astle hitting

Llorne Howell and Astle
bludgeoned 100 runs in 58
minutes, including 18 fours and
one tic six. _

owell was first to go for 68
and Astle was joined by Flem-
ing who was shortly cleaned
bowled for four, Astle went on
69 but New Zealand remained
comfortable right up until
around the 40th over.

A decision to replace the ball
late in the game appeared to
outrage the tourists but what-
ever they thought was wro
with the replacement mat

win for tourists

little as New Zealand wickets
fell and eventually the game
was lost.

The fourth game is in
Napier on Friday. |

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the one-day
international between New
‘?m aland and Zimbabwe on
G Flower b O'Connor
Wishart b Vettori
Goodwin b Harris

run out

A Flower run out
(G Whittall ¢ Home b Doull
PS not out
Viljoen b O'Connor
Streak not out
Extras: (Ib-3, w-1)
Fotal: (for seven wkts in 50
overs) 228

Fall of wkts: 1-0; 2-38; 3-115:
4-127. 5-197; 6-211: 7-221.

Bowling: O M R W
O'Connor £ 1 3 2
Cairns 3 023 0
Vettori 10 0O 36 1
Doull 5 1 19 1
McMillan 6 0 30 0
Harris 10 0 47 1
Astle 9 0 3@ 0
NEW ZEALAND

Howell ¢ sub (Olonga) b P 68
Astle ¢ Campbell b Viljoen 69
Fleming b A Whittall 4
Home run out 2
McMillan ¢ A Flower b G Flower 15
Cairmns b Wiljoen 1

Parorec P S b Streak 25
Doull st A Flower b P Strang 0
Vettori not out 7
O'Connor not out 1
Extras: (Ib-1, w-12) 13

Total: (for nine wkts in 50 overs) 227
Fall of wkts: 1-125: 2-1
139; 4-159; 5-165; 6-168; 7-218;
%flﬂuzfg-hmﬂ.
w L)
Streak 9
Rennie 4
A Whittall 9
P Strang 10
2
6

o

P
[ #%)
i

Goodwin
G Flower
Viljoen 0 31 2
esult: Zimbabwe won by

one run.

Player of-the-match: Mur-
ray Goodwin.

New Zealand lead five-
match series 2-1.
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BAGAN-BIMAN
SCOREBOARD

KALABAGAN KC
Harun b Saleh
M Elahl ¢ Hasanuzzaman b Ziaur110

23

Sher Al I» Athar 109
Shipon run out 37
[shtiaq not out 4
Enamul not out 1.
Extras: (Ib-12, nb-3, w-8) 23

Total: (for 4 wkts in 50 overs) 308
Did not bat: Selim, Masudur,
Saikat and Zakir
Fall of wkts: 1-89: 2-198: 3-
291; 4-304,
Bowling: . 0O M R W
Mizanur Rahman 6
Mofizur Rahman 8
Saleh Ahmed 10
Ziaur Rashid 10
Athar All 10
Shariful H 6
BANGLADESH BIMAN
Athar b Zakir
Monsoor ¢ Sher Ali b Zakir
Faruque c Ishtiaq b Zakir
Habibul b Shipon
Atiar ¢ Saikat b Saiful
Hasanuzzaman run out
Ziaur st Ishtiaq b Masudur
Mofizur ¢ Selim b Masudur
Mizanur ¢ Zakir b Masudur
Saleh ¢ Harun b Saikat
Shariful not out
Extras: (b-1, Ib-8, w-3)
Total: (all out in 46.3 overs) 176
Fall of wkts: 1-15; 2-28: 3-44:
36?55-59: 6-131; 7-152; 8-167:
=1 :

oY alal-Yale!
SEEBYR

Puoaadladuor omuwos

Bowling: 0O M R W
Zakir Hassan 8 1 38 3
Saiful Islam 10 0 41 1
Saikat 10 1 29 1
Shipon 2 0 12 1
Enamul Haq 8 1 21 0
Masudur Rahmag§.3 1 26 3

Result: Kalabagan won by

132 runs.

L ] L ’
with India’s
L |
new tramer
Star Sport Reporter

Mohammad Azharuddin
had a few nice words for India's
new physical trainer Andrew
Kokinos.

The Hindu reports, after the
team's practice session at the
MRF Pace Foundation on Tues-
day. the Indian captain, who
himself is a fitness freak, said
“Kokinos is full of ideas."”

Azharuddin said. “We had
been on the look out for a good
trainer and I am happy to say
we have found a t man for
the job. Whatever he has tried
on the boys has been innova-
tive. It might take some time for
the results, but I am positive
Kokinos has infused a lot of ac-
tivity in our training sched-
Only a few minutes before
Azharuddin aired his views
about Kokinos to the press, the
new physical trainer. who has a
contract till the series against
the Aussies, spoke about his
new assignmerit.

Kokinos said. ""The Indian
team is quité determined and
enthusiastic about the training
aspects. | am now concentrating
on players' and stretching
ability. The results cannot be
instant. But | am confident the

layers would have improved
the end of the series.”

Border Sharjah
bound?

E _ﬂ’h-ﬂr .

BRISBANE, Mar 4: Former
captain Allan Border is ex-
pected to return to the Aus-

tralian team by filling in for
coach Geoff Marsh during next
month's limited-over tourna-
ment in Sharjah, reports AFP.

Border, who retired from
Tests after Australia's 1994 tour
to South Africa. has agreed to
take up the 10-day appointment
as a temporary replacement for
Marsh.

Marsh has been allowed to
miss the tournament after be-
ing hospitalised as a result of
his asthma in all of his three
previous trips to Sharjah.

er is expected to be for-
mally apgointcd I:g' the Aus-
tralian Cricket Board this
week. He will meet the team in
Ingia before moving on to Shar-
ah.
] But Border. a veteran of a
world-record 156 Tests and Test
cricket's greatest run-scorer,
squashed s lation he might
do the job full-time,.

"Everyone seems to be read-
ing something into it but I've got
50 many commitments now
that what I don't want to do is
move into coaching," Border
said here today.

"I don't mind doing the odd
one-off with the under-19 side
or the A team when they are
sole commitments, but I'm not
interested in that. I can hon-
estly say it's not something I'd
like to do."

"l haven't had any problems .

in Sharjah and I've been there a
few times," said Border, who is
also an asthmatic.

"Every time he (Marsh)
seems to go there he ends up in
hospital.

In his new role as an Aus-
tralian selector Border hopes to
use the Shaalah alppnlntmmt to
liaise with the players follow-
ing the current tour of India.

"Players want to do well in
all tournaments and we are still
experimenting with one-day
cricket with a view to the next
World Cup,” he said. "For all
those reasons we want to do
well in Sharjah."

|

IM Nguyen Anh Dung of
Vielnam emerged champion in
the fourth United Insurance In-
ternational Masters’ chess
tournament which concluded in
the city yesterday. :

In the final round of the 11-
round Swiss league played at
the NSC chess room, Nguyen,

—

the 22-year-old top seed from
the Sports University of Hanoi,
recorded an easy win over
Shawkat Hossain Pallab to
earn the Tk 20,000 champi-
onship purse.

Playing with white pieces
against the Dutch defence of
Pallab, Nguyen won the board
after 21 moves. The win raised
his tally to nine points, half a
points more than Raktim Ba-
narjee of India who lifted the
runner-up trophy.

hln bge lasgh m"lknd' Raktim,
who an with a Retty opening,
checkmated ehurwﬂapﬁman
Sumon after 37 moves. The
victory not only gave Raktim
his first IM norm but also made
him richer by Tk 12,000.

Meanwhile, national cham-
pion Enamul Hossain Rajib, the
only local hope who was lead-
ing the table jointly with
Nguyen after the tenth round on
Tuesday, failed to keep his mo-
mentum going on the last day
losing to friend and national
sub-junior champion Abdul-
lah-Al-Rakib.

Playing with white pieces
against the Indian defence of
Rajib who also earned an IM
norm in this meet, Rakib con-
firmed his victory after 38
moves.

With yesterday's victory,
Rakib joined Rajib and IM
Ramesh of India at the crowded
third spot with each having
eight points.

Ramesh, the third seed who
dropped out of the title race af-
ter a defeat by Pallab in the
penultimate round, won his fi-
nal round clash against Syed
Ruhul Kabir Shiplu. Ramesh,
Rajib and Rakib each received
Tk 5.333.

IM Reefat-bin-Sattar, the
highest ranked Bangladeshi
player participating in the

Nguyen has the last laugh

Sports Reporter

tournament, secured the sixth
osition defeating Mahfuzur
hman Imon. Reefat finished
with seven and a half points,
.S{ed Ruhul Kabir Shiplu,
Sheikh Nasir Ahmed, Shawkat
Hossain Pallab and PDS Giri-
nath of India, emerged jointly
seventh having seven points

e,
::::

IM Nguyen Ann Dung of Vietnam who clinched the

The Brily Star 11

M Moidul Islam, the chair-
man of United Insurance Com-
pany Limited, the sponsor of
the meet, gave away prizes in
the evening. Prof Dr M Mustafa
Chowdhury, Dr A R Khan and
Mujibur Rahman, the presi-
dent, vice-president and general
secretary of Bangladesh Chess

fourth United Insurance International Masters' tourna-

ment yesterday.

apiece while four others — Amir
Hossain, Aminul Islam Palash,
Rezaul Haque and Tyebur Rah-
man Sumon finished with six
and a half points each.

In the day's matches, Nasir
beat Hasibul Hasan Hanif,
Girinath defeated Monir Hos-
sain, Amir Hossain tamed
Nazmul Haque, Palash out-
played Ali Amjad Mintu while
Rezaul won his board against
national women's champion
Shabana Parveen Nipa.

—Star photo

Federation, were also present
on the occasion.

A total of 50 including 34
rated players from Vietnam,
India and Bangladesh tock part
in the tournament.

ROLL OF HONOUR

Year Champion

1991 IM Mahmmeod Lodhi
1994 IM Ziaur Rahman
1996 IM Ziaur Rahman
1998 IM Nguyen Anh Dung

PCB on a sticky

'~ Star Sport Monitor

Pakistan cricket's
chief selector
Salim Altaf re-
signed on Tuesday

J in protest against
| S — the inclusion of
Wasim Akram in the team,
according to news report from
Karachi.

The other two selectors, Za-
heer Abbas and Shafig Ahmad,
were expected to tender their
resignations on Wednesday, The
News rignrtﬂd citing sources
close to the selectors.

In his letter to Majid Khan,
chief executive of the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), Altaf a
former fast bowler, expressed
his surprise that Akram had
been sent to South Africa under
the instructions of the board
chairman without the concur-
rence of the selection commit-
tee. "This act of chairman, I

feel, is a violation of the consti-

tution and tantamount to bla-
tant and unwarranted interfer-
ence in selection matters. This
act of the chairman has ren-
dered the selection committee

redundant.

"Under the present circum-
stances and as a matter of prin-
ciple, I shall not be able to dis-
charge my duties as chairman
of the selection committee and
héreby tender my resignation,"
he wrote.

Altaf was bound to give up
his post angvay following his
pos to Frankfurt as man-
ager PIA.

In a swift and terse reaction
to the resignation by Altaf, PCB
Chairman Khalid Mahmood
said he was not answerable to
the selection committee. "The
selectors are Board's appointed
committee to make their rec-
ommendations as and when
asked to do so. They are ac-
countable to the Board.

*“The selection of the team is
the prerogative of the Board's
Council and in event of Council
not able to meet, the chairman
has to take any decision as and
when required.

¥ ding Wasim Akram it
was decided that he was to be

sent to South Africa as soon as
he declared himself fit. When
such ‘intimation was given by
him he was sent to South Africa
to join the team. He is too great
a player to be subjected to the
whims of the selection commit-
tee headed by Salim Altaf.

"l am not being aware of the
fact that the chief selector was
such a constitutional expert,
otherwise he would have been
consulted to determine the con-
stitutionality or otherwise of
his action. Perhaps the chief se-
lector had the intention of car-
rying on with his duties of the
selection even from abroad and
we would have benefited from
his selectorial expertise
through faxes from Frankfurt."

Altaf said that sending
Akram to South Africa was un-
necessary because the touring
squad was at full strength. "T've
no idea who selected him. I feel
that it's the domain of the selec-
tors to pick or drop a player....
All the players are fit and deliv-
ering the goods," he said.

Warne's battle

l Leg-spinner Sha-
ne Warne admits
| he faces the ulti-
~ mate challenge of
S | his career
the three-Test series between
India and Australia starts here
Friday, reports AFP.

“These guys are the best
layers of spin in the world, a
ot better than the Pakistanis,"

Warne said of his opponents in
what will be his first Test on
Indian soil.

"So this tour's a big chal-
lenge. I've got a few points to
prove, not to anyone else, Just
myself. | think I am up to it.

The Indians, now led again
by Mohammad Azharuddin,

} MADRAS, Mar 4:

have so far remained the only

blot in the glittering career of
the blond Australian, whose
haul of 303 wickets from 64
tests makes him one of the
greatest spinners ever.

It was st India that
Warne made a forgettable Test
debut in 1992, returning
of 1-150, in the next match, his
only other Test st the In-
dians, Warne failed to take a
wicket.

Since then though he has
bulldozed batting line-ups
around the world, but the -
ans remain an enigma.

Warne, whose confrontation
with India's premier batsman
Sachin Tendulkar is being
billed as the t of the se-
ries, made an inauspicious start
in the two tour matches leading
up to the first Test.

He went for 0-111 in the
opener against Bombay in
which Tendulkar struck a psy-
chological blow with a career-
best not out,

Then on a bowler's grave-
wrd‘a at Visakhapatnam,

arne returned 2-88 from 26

overs against the young hope-
fuls of the Board President's
team.

. Wame, however, believes the
Test matches will be a different

prq'ﬁlﬂnn‘
| most big tours, I've been
whacked around the park in the
warmufa games, but a Test
match is obviously completely
different.

"Tendulkar is a great bats-

Phillippoussis
past Round 1

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona, Mar
4: Top seed Mark Phillippoussis
opened defense of his title with
an uninspired but solid 6-2, 7-5
victory over tine qualifier
Franco B%ul lari at the
Franklin Templeton Men's
Classic on Tuesday, reports

Reuters.

The Australian produced
ust 10 aces — one at 137 mph
220-kph) bullet — with his

wea ., but backed his
serve with quality ground-
strokes in the one hour contest
ﬂﬁﬂ the 92nd-ranked left-

er.
Phillippoussis next faces
Tommy , who di of
fellow German Michael Joyce 6-

2.-6-2 in another first-round

match, :
Phlllmpuuuull rolled
through the first set after grab-
bing an early lead with a service
break in the third game. But
Squillari stayed with him

through 5-5 of the tight second
set.

The Australian then came up
with the key service break of
the match in the next game to
seize a 6-5 lead and served out
the match, ending it with an:
ace. |

roy

man, but in a Test match I don't
think he will have the license to
be ssive when the whole
weight of the country is on his '
shoulders and if he plays a bad

shot he's out.”

Many former Indian crick-
eters like Dilip Sardesai and.
Brijesh Patel want the batsmen
to attack Warne, a strategy the
bowler himself welcomes.

"l hope they come after me
and hit me for a six every ball”
he said.

“That's the best chance of
getting a wicket."

Patel, rated as one of India's
best players of spin, said:
"Warne may be a great Aus-
tralian bowler, but he isn't any-

to be scared of. Our bats-
man use their feet well and can
watch his hand to detect the
flippers and googlies."

Warne said he was learning
the art of bowling on the slow
Indian wickets.

"A good over-spinning leg
break that turns and bounces
on Australian wickets, will not
do much here,” he said. "You've

t to vary your pace.

B “In Australia you bowl
slower because you get a lot of
bounce. Here there's no bounce,
{ust turn. So if you bowl slow
L {?”hmbéwl uick

"But u quick, you
won't hca%mthem in .the air,
you've got to take a middle path
which is not easy."

Warne, who will lead the
Australian attack in the ab-
sence of the injured pace duo of
Glenn McGrath and Jason
Gillespie, admitted he was not
fully recovered from a sore
right shoulder.

"It isn't 100 per cent," he
said. "It would have been if
it was nice and healthy. It will
remain sore for some , but
you've got to put up with it."



