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Algerian forces kill
100 militants

ALGIERS, Mar 3: About 100
armed Islamic extremists have
been killed by security forces
during an ongoing sweep in
western Al Tﬂ.ﬂ?ﬁ t{'l.ll: aily
ma er L'Authentique re-

onday, reports AFP.
The paper said the operation
was carried out in Saida, Sidi
Bel Abbes and Tlemcen. _
Security forces announced
Saturday that they shot and
killed 19 armed Islamists after
the assassination of four vil-

{:a‘:mf! Eba);d:nanTSiec?l ﬁm

“This large-scale operation
eliminated a large number of
terrorists, given
dismembered or charred bodies
which could not be identified.”
said the paper,

A first toll spoke of 42 killed
Islamists, and 15 others later

ed dead, the paper said,
that "the pursuit of the
opera in the north and east

?glé imm raised the toll beyond

Security forces made several
ﬂrsls amg:ll fleein Islamlatﬁ

0 report sought to reac
the Moroccan lI:’)q'.n‘du':r.

A large group of Islamists
was encircled at Mount Asfour,
near Maghnia, while another
ﬂo;l; lost four men at Sidi Bel

On Friday, a self-defense
up also killed an armed Is-
amic extremist at Sidi-Ahmed
Benyahia, near Tissemsilt in

the southeast, and wounded two
others.

Algeria's president Liamine
Zeroual on Sunday announced

a reconstruction and aid pro-

gramme for areas worst hit by

the six-year-old Islamic insur-

gﬂnﬁﬁaﬂtunl
for the sums to

ave precise figures
. allocated to

some 20 regions that have suf-

fered from the violence that the

vernment attributes to armed
slamic groups. But he said the
programme would begin this
year.

Truce may be short-lived: Ranariddh

Defeat in July polls will
bring disaster: Hun Sen

PHNOM PENH, Mar 3: Cam-
bodian leader Hun Sen told top
members of his political party
Tuesday that defeat in July elec-
tions would mean disaster for
both of them and the country,
reports AP.

ning a four-day meeting
of the Cambodian People's
Party central committee, Hun
Sen said all party members
must be told "that the elections
could mean life or death for the
national interests, the party's
interests and the interests of
each official.”

The speech underscored Hun
Sen's determination to win the
elections he has called for July
26. Already, opposition parties
have accused the CPP — the
country's most powerful party
of fomenting splits in their
ranks to weaken and defeat
them. .

Foreign countries whose aid
is vital to Cambodia have ques-
tioned whether the polling will
be free and fair. Hun Sen is seen
as trying to legitimise his rule
after deposing his co-prime
minister, Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh, in a coup last year.

Hun Sen tulcF the congress
that the CPP party network
must be strengthened at all lev-
els — especially local — and
members should actively court
voters,

"If we win. everything will
improve," Hun Sen said. "But if
we lose, the consequences are

—

be

defeat of the part
tory or defeat iﬁr aﬁ

nd prediction. ... Victory or
means vic-

of us.”

Meanwhile, resistance
forces loyal to Prince Norodom
Ranariddh labelled terms of a
government cease fire proposal
‘unacceptable” Tuesday, raising
concerns that a truce could be
short-lived.

"It looks like they are asking
us to surrender,” said Gen. Nhek
Bunchhay, commander of Ra-
nariddh’s troops holding out at
the hilly, heavily mined en-
clave of O'Smach in northern
Cambodia.

Pakistan begins
its 1st census
in 17 yrs

ISLAMAB4D, Mar 3: Pak-
istan on Monday began its first
census in 17 years using
300,000 troops, sailors and po-
lice to count a population hith-
erto only guessed at, reports
Reuter,

Teams of enumerators began
the two-week exercise by going
from house to house in towns
and village from the teeming
port city of Karachi to tiny
snow-dusted villa
borders with
Afghanistan.

ran and

eli troops surrounded a refugee camp outside the West Bank
town of Hebron on Monday

Palestinians for questioning about recent stone-throwing riots,

AP says from Hebron.

and rounded up dozens of

Last week, soldiers fired tear gas and rubber bullets to dis-

Palestinian

protesters along the road from Hebron to

eersheva. Two Palestinians were injured. Military sources
said only some of the Palestinians remained under arrest after

Initial questioning.

Iranian

robe team in Pakistan:

Senior Iranian irivestigators arrived in Pakistan to probe the
Feb 21 shooting death of two Iranian construction workers in
the troubled port city of Karachi, Iranian Embassy officials
said Tuesday, AP reports from Karachi.

Vijiholleh
Ministry, is heading

Agha Tahi, director-general of Iran's Interior
the investigation into the attack at a con-

struction site in Karachi's posh Clifton neighbourhood. The two
men were building a bridge when gunmen on motorcycles shot
and killed them. No one has taken responsibility for the

killin
Su

the majority o
Sunni sect of Islam,

s, but police officials in Karachi are blaming extremist
Muslim lgmups. Most Iranian are Shi'ite Muslim, while
Pakistan's 140

million people belong to the

Chopper crash kills 1 in Taiwan:
A helicopter crashed near an oil platform off Taiwan's outlying

Tenghu Islands, killing the pilot,

reports from Taipei.

officials said Tuesday, AP

Rescuers were searching the sea west of Taiwan for the two

other missing

crewmen from the Monday night crash, the Teh-
An helicopter company said. The crash, %‘

aiwan's third air

crash in two weeks, raised concerns ower aviation safety.

Moderate

quake shakes Japan:a

moderate earthquake rocked the southern Japan island of

Kyushu yesterday, registerin

eteorological Agency said,

3.9 on the Richter Scale. the
says from Tokyo.

There were no immediate reports of property damage or ca-

sualties.

UK govt defeated
in upper house

over edn policy

LONDON, Mar 3: The British
ent was defeated in the
ouse of Lords late Monday
over its plans to abolish free
education for university stu-
dents, reports AFP.

The ll.!pper house voted by 143
to 102 for an amendment pro-
grlcc:ul:_iy Cfl}l;mmt:ativ:s aimed

ensuring the state will u
to half the amount decmggyap!]

El‘opﬂate for a student's main-

The amendment would pre-
serve the present system, a
combination of grants and
loans,

Next the lords also backed by
134 to 89 a Conservative call for
all British students at Scottish
universities — where courses
SOUTth paas taition Tes At

- ees
the lta{v:“ P ¢

Under British parliamen-

tary procedure, the government
has no tion to accept ei-
ther amendment, but the votes
will force it to use its house of
commons majority to reject
&m. which will only add to
controversy surro its
education rcfurmuw : unding

1

es on the |
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Dozens of Palestinians held in WB: .

solution to ME crisis

JERUSALEM, Mar 3: Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
on Monday rejected what he
said were Palestinian exgecla-
tions that the United States
would put pressure on Israel to
advance the stagnant peace pro-
cess, reports Reuter.

"Today they seem to believe
that they need not negotiate be-
cause the Americans will pres-
sure us, so they think, to make
concessions and that the threat
of Saddam and his ilk will
scare us,"” Netanyahu said in a
dinner speech.

"An im solution is nei-
ther desirable nor viable.

It simply will not happen. It
never happened in the 50 years
of Israel's life. It won't happen
now,” he told members ol the
conference of presidents of ma-
jor American Jewish organisa-
tions.

His remarks followed re-
ports that Washington might go

TS rE e et

public with “take it or leave it"
pruﬁaals for a further Israeli
pullback from the West Bank to
counter Arab assertions of US
"double standards” in dealings
with Israel and Iraq.

Ha'aretz newspaper said the
Iraq crisis had delayed presen-
tation of the plan, which would
seek a troop pullback from 13.1
per cent of the West Bank
phased over three months in re-
turn for Palestinian compli-
ance with security obligations.

Washington f{ailed in the
crisis with Iraq to win broad
Arab support lor threatened
military action to force Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein to comply
with UN resolutions on
weapons inspections.

Many Arab leaders accuse
Washington of setﬂn& one stan-
dard on honouri N resolu-
tions for Iraq and another for
Israel, which they blame for the

International

peacemaking freeze.

Talks have been deadlocked
for a year over Jewish settle-
ment building on occupied land
and what Israel says is Pales-
tinian failure to prevent vio-
lence by Islamic militants.

US President Bill Clinton
failed at separate talks with Ne-
tanyahu and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat in January to
break the impasse, which was
deepened by sharp differences
over the terms and extent of a
further West Bank withdrawal.

Netanyahu's perceived hard
line has alienated some US
Jews but his insistence that Is-
rael will not bow to outside

ressure was well received at
onday's dinner,

Melvin Salberg, the chair-
man of the conference, said suc-
cess in ce talks would come
only when the parties them-
selves met and dealt with the is-
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Netanyahu against 'imposed'

eball to
the

sues "

eyeball.”
"Only

ople of Israel can

determine what their security

needs are and no third parties
can impose what it should have
as its security needs,” Salberg
said.

Netanyahu renewed a pro-
posal, already rejected by
Arafat, for intensive summit
talks similar to those held at
the US presidential retreat of
Camp David which led to Is-
rael's historic peace treaty with

Ega%}iln 1979.
: at we should do, is to sit
down, Palestinians and Is-

raelis, Arafat and my self, and
work out a solution to the in-
terim questions and move as
rapidly as possible to the final
settlement,” Netanyahu said.
"The idea of hunkering down
and trying to prevent an
progress, trying to elicit outside
pressure, does not work."”

NEW DELHI. Mar 3: BJP to-
da{’ swept six of the seven Lok
Sabha constituencies in the
capital, snatching one from the
Congress and allowing the lat-
ter to retain the other, reports
PTl:

The lone Congress winner
was sitting MP Meira Kumar,
who defeated her nearest BJP
rival and Delhi Minister
Surender Pal Ratawal.

The BJP, which had won five
of the seven seats in the last
elections, trounced their
Congress rivals in the remain-
ing seats. With its spokesperson
Sushma Swaraj defeating her
Congress rival ﬂi]ay Maken by
1,16,713 votes for the south
Delhi seat.

In the country's largest Lok
Sabha constituency of outer
Delhi, KL Sharma (BJP) out-
classed Deep Chand Sharma by
98,355 votes, while former
Delhi chief minister Madan Lal
Khurana beat his Congress ri-
val MM Aggarwal by 48,494
votes for the Delhi Sadar seat.

Former Jammu and Kash-
mir governor Jagmohan, who
was the BJP nominee from the
prestigious New Delhi con-
gti}uency. retained his seat by

eleating Congress heavyweight
RK Dhawan b"}‘gﬂlﬁﬂi?- votes. o

Congress MP-in the 12th Lok
Sabha, JP Aggarwal, was de-
feated by BJP's youth leader. Vi-

Advani elected

BJP sweeps six Lok Sabha
constituencies in Delhi

jay Goel, by a narrow margin of
4.345 votes in Chandni Chowk,
while another Congress leader
and former minister Shiela
Dixit was defeated by her BJP
rival and a Delhi minister Lal
Hehari Tewari by 45,331 votes.

AFP adds: Hindu nationalist
President Lal Krishna Advani
was today re-elected to the In-
dian parliament with a massive
victory margin of more than a
quarter of million votes, offi-
cials said.

Advani was elected from
Gandhinagar in the western
state of Gujarat, defeating a
Congress Party rival by 276,
701 votes. The total electorate
was 1.78 million.

Advani, President of the na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP, Indian People's
Party), did not contest 1996
polls after he being named in a
corruption scandal. He was
later acquitted.

In the 1995 polls, the Gand-
hinagar seat was won by the
party's current prime ministe-
rial candidate, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, by 188,000 votes.

Advani is credited with mas-
terminding the BJP's meteoric
rise since he became the presi-
dent in 1986. when the part
had just two seats in the 545-
seat federal parliament.

Under his leadership. the
party won 89 seats-in the 1989

uelectinns. 119 in 1991 and 162

in 1996.

Advani, a powerful speaker,
is widely known as a Hindu
hardliner within the BJP.

Meanwhile Tushar Gandhi,
a great-grandson of Mahatma
Gandhi, was defeated by a hard-
line right-wing Hindu national-
ist in India parliamentary elec-
tions, officials announced.

He lost in Bombay, the capi-
tal of the western state of Ma-
harashtra, by around 19,000
voles,

Tushar, campaigning as a
Socialist Party candidate, said
before the count, "my ances
is perhaps my biggest selling
point.”

Mahatma Gandhi, India's
independence hero and apostle
of nonviolence, was assassi-
nated in 1948 by a Hindu fun-
damentalist, a few months after
the end of British colonial rule.

Tushar, a 37-year-old graph-
ics designer and a political
novice, lost to Madhukar Sar-
potdar. a member of the radical
rightwing Hindu Shiv Sena
party which rules Maharashtra.

Sarpotdar, the sitting mem-
ber of parliament, was arrested
twice under India’'s national Se-
curity Act for alleged involve-.
ment in religious riots in Bom-
bay in 1993 which left over
1, dead. Most ef them Mus-

lims. He still faces charges con- |

nected with those lncid:nts.

Yelena Spirina, 20, of Kiev,

L =

smiles as she poses for
photographers after winning
the National beauty
pageant "Miss Ukraina-98"
in Donetsk, East Ukraine.
late Sunday.- AP/UNRB photo

Mir crewmen
cancel
spacewalk

MOSCOW, Mar 3: Russia's ef-
forts to keep its multi-billion-
dollar space station going hit a
new snag Tuesday when the
crew were forced to cancel a
E‘-Facewalk because they ran out
of wrenches, reports AP.

Diana-Dodi’s car crash in Paris

Rees-Jones feels guilty
for being sole survivor

LONDON, Mar 3: Bodyguard
Trevor Rees-Jones says he feels
guilty for being the sole sur-
vivor of the Paris car crash that
killed Princess Diana, compan-
ion Dodi Fayed and chauffeur
Henri Paul, The Mirror news-
paper reported Tuesday. reports
AP.

“I'm sure that anyone who
survives an accident where peo-
ple have died feels a certain
sense of guilt,” the newspaper
quoted Rees-Jones as saying in
a two-page interview.

"But in my case the people
who died were sEecia.l people. It
doesn't seem right that | sﬂuuld
be éhe only one who lived," he
said.

On Monday. the newspaper
quoted Rees-Jones, 29, as say-
ing that Diana was conscious
after the August 31 crash, that
she cried out for Dodi Fayed,
who was already dead, and that
Henri Paul did not appear to
have been drinking.

The Mirror interview, which
will continue Wednesday, is
Rees-Jones' most extensive
comment to date.

The French doctor who
treated Diana as she lay dyin
in the Pont de I'Alma tunne
said in November the princess
had been semiconscious, and
did not say "anything precise."
Paul was later found to have

been legally drunk.

Rees-Jones’ remarks are
sensitive because he works for
multimillionaire Mohammed
al-Fayed, father of Dodi and
employer of driver Paul. Rees-
Jones psychiatric and medical
treatment has been paid for by
Al-Fayed, who also arranged
The Mirror interview, accord-
ing to rival newspapers.

The Mirror quoted Rees-
Jones as saying he was told of
the accident by his own mother
while recovering in Pitie-
Salpetriere, the hospital where
Diana died.

The newspaper said his
mother told him: "There is no
easy way of saying this Trevor,
but Diana and Dodi were both
killed in the crash and so was
the driver, Henri Paul. You were
the only survivor."

"l was absolutely devastated,
obviously. There is no easy way
to tell someone such dreadful
news, is there?” the newspaper
quoted Rees-Jones as saying. "It
was like a hammer blow — [ just
sat there in total shock.”

The newspaper did not say
exactly when Rees-Jones was
told of Diana's death,’ but re-

rted that the bodyguard had

en heavily sedated for ten
days after the crash, and was
taken off sedation for several
days before he was told.

Maneka Gandhi

elected by
huge margin

NEW DELHI, Mar 3: Maneka
Gandhi, a contested member of
the Nehru-Gandhi Dynasty, was
today elected to the Indian par-
liament by a huge margin from
her northern constituency, re-
ports AFP.

Maneka Gandhi routed her
Socialist rival by a margin of
210,000 votes in Piliphit con-
stituency in the state of Uttar
Pradesh, India's political heart-
land, election officials said.

She had won the seat in 1996
by almost a similar margin.

Maneka Gandhi is the widow
of Sanjay Gandhi, younger
brother o aaaassinattg former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi.

A former model, she married
in 1976. Four years later her
husband, being groomed by his
mother-cum-prime minister
Indira Gandhi as her successor,
was killed in a plane crash.

Soon after, Maneka Gandhi
was thrown out of the family
following differences with her
mother-in-law.

ROK president
forms cabinet

SEOUL, Mar 3: A day after
opponents thwarted legislative
ratification of his choice for

rime minister, President Kim

ae-jung used a legal loophole
Tuesday to form his Cabinet.
reports AP.

Later in the day, Kim was ex-
pected to name his coalition
pariner. Kim Jong-pil, 72, as
acling prime minister in a
move that would not require
parliamentary approval.

Opponents threatened court
aclion to stall the appointment
of the conservative politician to
the nation's second-highest
post and demanded that the
president retract his Cabinet
nominations.

In line with his campai ':11
promise of a slimmer. more él-

lective administration, the new
president reduced the number of
ministries in his government
from 24 to 17.

Close aides were given the
defence and national security
portfolios and the Finance
Ministry went to Lee Kyu-sung,
49, a university professor who
briefly held the same post in the
former government.

US blames Serb
police, Albanian
‘terrorists’ for
Kosovo violence

WASHINGTON, Mar 3: The
United States said Monday it
was "appalled” by the losion
of violence in Serbia's Kosovo
province and urged Serbian
authorities and leaders of the
Albanian community to begin
talks immediately on steps to
defuse tensions, reports AP.

“The United States expects
the Serbian police in Kosovo to
act with maximum restraint,”
State Department spokesman
James Rubin said. "Further
state-sponsored violence would
only deepen Belgrade's isola-
tion and dim prospects for the
integration of (Yugoslavia) into
the international community."

Off the Record
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Lost in the Clouds is held up by Becky Jones along with
the Best-in-Show trophy won by the all-white long-haired
Persian cat at the 14th Annual International Cat Show
at New York's Madison SYuare Garden Sunday. The cat,
nicknamed Louie, lives in Cherry Hill, NJ, with his
owners, Becky and Howard Jones. — AP/UNB photo

Newest members of
Purina Hall of Fame

TORONTO: Two Labrador retrievers and an orange cat who

helped save pcnﬂic's lives are the newest members of

Purina Animal Hall of Fame,

e Ralston
rts AP,

Morphy, a 3-year-old yellow retriever from London, Ontario,
alerted his owners, Esther and David Andrews, to the fact that

their next-door neighbour had collapsed on his

porch from an

angina attack, saving the man's life, Sampson, a 1-year-old yel-

low retriever from

ranbrook, British Columbia, dove into a

glacier-fed river in the Yukon Valley and pulled a woman to

safety.

And Hobbes, a 5-year-old orange tabbg from St Thomas,

Ontario, yowled persistently to alert owner

heri Coull to a fire

in their apartment after a smoke detector failed to go off.
The Purina Hall of Fame, established 30 years ago to honour
life-saving pets, has inducted 80 dogs, 17 cats and one horse.

Ocean on Europa!

PROVIDENCE, Rhode Island, Mar 3: The closest
of Jupiter's moon Europa bolster the

pictures yet
possibility that an ocean

exists beneath the moon's icy crust, scientists said Monday, re-

ports AP.
"It's an incredibl
to teach us about the origin o

exciting Flam: because it has the lﬁ_otmtlal
e," said

Earth and maybe even

James Head, a Brown University scientist.

The pictures, taken

by the s

Galileo in December,

were discussed at a briefing held Monday at Brown. f
Brown and Arizona State University are helping the Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administration a

yze the pho-

tos, which are detailed enough to see a truck-sized object on Eu-

ropa's surface.,

The new photos have a resolution up to 20 times higher than
earlier Galileo pictures and hundreds of times h%gher than the
best images taken by the Voyager spacecraft in 1979.

"We'd never seen the surface at this resolution at all," Head
said. "It's a little bit like putting the surface under a micro-

sCope

The images lead scientists to believe that an ocean, one that

could contain life. exists beneath the ice.
Among the evidence is a filled 16-mile wide crater. Scientists
believe it may have been filled by water that rose from below

and froze on the surface.

US senator wants more visas
for skilled foreigners

WASHINGTON, Mar 3: Heed-
ing the please of a domestic
computer industry hungry for
talent, a leading senate voice on
immigration proposed Monday
to sharply increase the number
of visas granted to high-skilled
foreign workers, reports AP.

Currently, the United States
allow up to 65,000 high-skilled
foreigners into the country an-
nually. Silicon Valley employ-
ers and others in the booming
high-tech sector contend that
cap is far too low, preventing
them from hiring qualified for-
eigners for jobs they are unable
to fill domestically.

Sen. Spencer Abraham of
Michigan, who chairs the Sen-
ate immigration subcommittee,
said he will seek to boost that
visa category to roughly 90,000
Pﬂﬂli’lﬂ His legislation also
would allow the government to
let in 25,000 more skilled
workers under a different cate-
gory if the quota for high-skill
visas is exhausted.

High-tech companies have
been vigorously lobbying
Congress and the administra-
tion to let them bring in more

talent from abroad.
Last year, for the first time,

the demand for "H1B" visas
which entitle high-skilled
workers to remain in the
United States for up to six years
— outpaced the availability.
This year, the cap could be hit
by May, four months before the
end of the federal fiscal year.

One industry study estimates
that more than 340, jobs as
computer programmers, Sys-
lems analysts and other infor-
mation technology posts go un-
filled because of a shortage of
qualified workers. :

"It's cF:uing to cost America
jobs and it's going to hurt our
economy if we aren't able to fill
these positions,” Abraham said.

Rep. David Dreier of Cali-
fornia, who is introducing a
companion bill in the house,
added: "We need to do
that we can to ensure that the
best qualified people are here
in the United States, so that our
industries are able to remain on

the cutting edge.”

US f’eace Corps
halting operations
1n Sri Lanka

COLOMBO, Mar 1: The Peace
Co is halting operations in
Sri because the security
situation was not conducive to
its presence, the US embassy
said Tuesday, reports AP.

“The Peace Corps has been
looking at the security situa-
tion in Sri Lanka for a long

time." said embassy
spokesman Steven Kraft. "It is
their determination that it is
simply too difficult to carry
on."”

UNSC el;dorses Annan's

warning to Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 3:
The Security Council unani-
mously endorsed UN chief Kofi
Annan's deal to open Iraq's
presidential palaces to UN
arms inspectors and warned of
'severest consequences" if
Baghdad breaks the accord, re-
ports AP,

But numerous council mem-
bers, including those from
countries that ' previously
backed the US stand against
Iraq, made clear that the reso-
lution does not constitute any
“green light” for a US attack.

Annan, appearing before the
15-member council, said it was
now up to the Iraqis to comply
"with what they have signed on
paper.”

"Whether the a:lltljmat to inter-
national peace security has
been averted for all time is}r now
in the hands of the Iraqi lead-
ership,” the UN secretary-gen-
eral said Monday.

President Bill Clinton hailed
the council's action, also sayi
it is now up to Iraq "to turn the
commitment it has made into

full compliance.”

“Tonight's unanimous vote of
the United Nations Security
Council sends the clearest pos-
sible message: Iraq must make

ood on its commitment to give
the international weapons in-
spectors immediate, uncondi-
tional and unrestricted access
to any suspect site, any place,
any time," he said in a state-
ment.

US Ambassador Bill
Richardson said the vote was a
victory for the United States.

But the unanimous vote came
only after several council
members insisted on guaran-
tees that it would not give au-
tomatic approval for a military
attack if Iraq breaks the ac-
cord.

China's UN ambassador, Qin
Huasun, noted that Beijing had
insisted "that there must not be
any automatic authorisation of
the use of force against in Iraq
in this current resolution.”

Qin said that although China
supported the resolution, "our
mlsglﬁngs about the possible
abuse of this resolution have

not been removed. The passing
of this resolution in no way
means that the Security Coun-
cil automatically authorises
any state to use force against
Iraqg.” '

Envoys from France, Russia,

. Brazil, Sweden, Portugal and

other countries underscored
that only the Security Council
can determine whether Ira
has violated the accord and, i
so, what action can be taken.
The resolution endorsed the
agreement that Annan signed
in Baghdad last week with Iraqi
Deputy Prime Minister Tariq
Aziz to allow UN inspectors, ac-
companied by diplomats, to

visit eigﬂ residential palaces
‘Inii.rmitih dad had placed off
mits.

Annan's agreement also
reaffirmed the right of UN in-
spectors enter sites in Iraq
to determine if the Iragis have
complied with UN orders, is-
sued at the end of the 1991 Per-
sian Gulf War, to destroy all
long-range missiles and nu-
clear, chemical and biological

weapons.

Um'taq Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, left, delivers a rare speech to the k
Council at the UN Monday, after council members reached tentative agreement on a

v . .:1._-.: i

e Al

urity
reso-

lutinn' warning Iraq of "severest consequences" if it violates an arms inspection deal. The
council began meeting in the evening to vote on the resolution. At right is this month's
Security Council President, Gambia's Foreign Minister Mamadu Lamin Sedat Jobe.

— AP/UNB photo

Coral reefs under
threat from global
emission

BRISBANE, Mar 3: Coral
reefs around the world are un-
der threat from global emis-
sions of nhouse gases, a
group of scientific experts
warned Tuesday, .

Rising levels of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere are
reducing the ability of coral
animals to make the limestone
skeletons that built reefs, they
said.

The warning stems from an
international meeting of ma-
rine experts in Boston last
week, which included scientists
from the Australian Institute

of Marine Science in
Townsville, the Australian fed-
eral science and the Aus-

tralian National University.

It also followed a warning
from the Great Barrier Reef Ma-
rine Park Authority which said
last week bleaching was
reefs along 620 miles (1,
of the Queensland coast.

Australian Institute of Ma-
rine Science principal research
scientist Done said
atmospheric carbon dioxide
concentrations increased the
acidity of surface ocean water.



