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PM opens mosqi;e:bﬁsed
primary edn programme

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday stressed the
need for freeing the country
from the curse of illiteracy to

ensure human resources devel-
opment, reports UNB,

"The government has taken
up massive programmes for the
spread of education and given
highest priority to poverty alle-
viation,” she said, inaugurating
the mosque-based primary edu-
cation programme at the Os-_
many Memorial Hall in the
morning.

Addressing the Imams from
across the country, who will
run the mosque-based pro-
gramme for the children,
Hasina emphasised the need for
proper religious teaching.

"Lack of proper religious
teaching leads to fanaticism
and misinterpretation of reli-
gion,” she said.

Under the programme, the
Imams of mosques across the

country will impart primary
education to the children in
their respective areas under the
supervision of the Islamic
Foundation,

The Imams will be trained
for the purpose and provided
with a monthly remuneration
of Tk 500 to run the pro-
gramme.

More than 2.5 lakh mosques
in the country will provide
space, teachers (Imams) and
other facilities to make pri-
mary education accessible to
the local children.

The Prime Minister said, "It
will be possible to introduce
Class I and Il in the mosques by
utilising the huge manpower
available at negligible cost."”

With the implementation of
the programme, two major
problems in the expansion of
education — shortage of class
rooms and teachers — can be
removed to a great extent, she
added.

JS Task Force
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priate authorities to this deci-

sion of the Committee'.

Besides, the Commiltee
noted that inter-enterprise and
inter-agency debts arising from
‘'unpaid bills for goods and ser-
vices rendered to each other
had been spiralling in the coun-
try.

The state-owned enterprises
[SOEs) are frequently faced with
liguidity crisis due to their
failure to collect arrear debts.
To encounter this crisis, the
enterprises take the easy way
out of taking a 'go-slow’' policy
on paying their own obligations
to the other enterprises. said
the Cominitlee report.

Noting that the [nancial
administration of the govern-
ment is faced with another
deeper crisis, the Committee
advised the Finance Ministry to
take effective steps immedi-
ately to remedy the situation in
consultation with the Auditor
General's Office.

The Comimittee, which had
to deal with a large number of
undiscussed Audit Reports ac-
cumulaled over the last two
decades due to intermittent
functioning of parliament, de-
cided to discuss recent Audit
Reports simultaneously with
the Audit Reports of 1987-88. In
pursuance of this decision, the
Committee has already initi-
ated discussion on the Audit
Reports of 1994-95, the report
pointed out.

[t instructed all ministries
to hold bipartite and tripartite
meetings with Audit Direc-
torate to expedite review of all
Audit Reports prior to 1987,

A total of 138 Audit Objec-
tions and Comments made in
the Audit Reports of 1994-95
and 1987-88 of 10 different
ministries were discussed by

the Standing Committee from
its 11th to 20th meeting.

The Committee noted with
satisfaction that in pursuance
of the decisions taken at all the
20 meetings of the Committee
on 266 Audit Objections and
Comments, till now, about Tk.
50 crore had been recovered to
the exchequer and Tk. 36 crore

ha lfet:u adjusted.
e {'njmmittee also re-

quested the Auditor General to
initiate a programme, named
‘Performance Audit by the Year
2000, or any other programme

I similar nature sg that 'Per-
?nrmancﬂ Auéit and Value for

Money Audit' could be intro-
duced along with conventional
audit systems now in use in the
courtry.

Policeman hurt
as snatchers
hurl cocktail

By Staff Correspondent

A police habilder was in-
{ured when two snatchers hur-
ed cocktail on him in Dhan-
mondi residential area in the
city Tﬁr—:sierda afternoon.

e snatchers were also in-
jured as local people caught
them and gave them a severe
beating. They were arrested and
later admitted to Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH).

Police recovered a knife and
three cocktails from them.

The injured habilder, Kabir
Hossain, was admitted to
Razarbagh Police Hospital.

The snatchers were roaming
around on Road No 5 in a rick-
shaw. As a police team stopped
the rickshaw on suspicion they
jumped off it and started to run
away.

They were caught by local
people on Road No 3.

Bangabandhu murder
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ness No 56 Mohammad Shafi-

ullah, Inspector of Police and
rosecution witness No 57 Mo-
ammad Daud Ali, assistant
secretary of the Foreign Min-
istry.

Shafiullah said as officer-
in-charge of Dhanmondi thana
he recorded the case in connec-
tion with Killings at Dhan-
mondi 32 on August 15, 1975
lodged by Mohitul Islam on Oc-
tober 2, 1996,

"The plaintiff had men-
tioned the reason for the delay
in filing the case,” he said
adding that Mohitul in the eja-
har described what happened at
the residence of the then Presi-
dent from 4:30 am to 8 am on
that day.

Shaliullah further told the
court that earlier on August 31,
1996 he received a written alle-
gation on the killing of Banga-
bandhu and others from two
persons — M Taiduddin and M
Mohsinul Hagq.

"I didn't t:ﬂ(e it as a regular
case as decision of the govern-
ment on the = ass Killing was
needed. For this [ accepted the
Ellegatinn and sent it to my

higher authorities,” he said re-
plying to the defence counsel.
The PW-57 Daud Ali said he,
ds an assistant secretary of the
Establishment Department of
the Foreign Ministry, had sup-
plied the CID seven files on or-
ders of his Director. He also de-
posited those to the court.

Of those, six are personal
files of the army officers who
were absorbed in the foreign
service after the August %5
Killing. They are: Major Shari-
ful Hag Dalim, Major Abdul
Aziz Pasha, Major Ahmad
Sharful Hasan, Major M
Khairuzzaman (his file was not
submitted to the court as he is
not an accused in the case). Ma-
jor A K M Mohiuddin Ahmed
(Lancer) and Major A M Rashed
Chowdhury.

Replying to defence lawyer,
the witness told the court that
he didn't supply the personal
file of another accused in the
case Lt Col (retd) Sultan
Shahriyar Rashid Khan as it
was not sought by the CID per-
sonnel.

The court will resume hear-
ing at 9:30 am today.
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met Ershad after receiving the
letter. Manju had said, "Yes."
"'~ were together during the
Jatiya Sangsad session today
and discussed a lot of things,
but it has got nothing to do with
the organisation”.

It may be recalled that few
months back a section of JP
leaders led by Kazi Zafar
Ahmed and Shah Moazzem
Hossain broke away from the
party on the question of JP's
joining the 'government of con-
sensus’ led by the Awami

et

ﬁ:ked whether Ershad's
move will trig%er further split
in JP, particularly in its par-
liamentar party, Manju
avolded a direct reply saying, "I
hope not". Sources in the JP,
however, claim that the secre-
ta% general has "manoeuvred
uffi

sullicient support from part
MPg " PP party

Asked whether losing the
party post will weaken his posi-
tion in the government Manju
saild, "Strength and weakness of
a minister depends on his ca-

Manju removed

pacity to deliver and his access
to the chief executive."

The JP chairman's letter to
Manju in which he was asked to
resign said, "l am requesting
you to resign from the post of
secretary general of the Jatiya
Party since a full-time secre-
tary general is now required to
strengthen its organisational
activities,” a party source said.

“For the sake of Jatiya Party
and its betterment [ had earlier
requested you to resign from

our cabinet post few months
ck so that you could discharge
organisational responsibilities
as a full time secretary general
and bring about dynamism in
the party.” the letter added.

"You, however, could not
comply with my request, tho-
ugh, I hoped otherwise. As a
minister in the government you
are not being able to devote your
Hmel_lfur organisational activi-

es.

"l am personally grateful to
you for the contribution you
rendered during the last anti-

overnment movement,” the
etter said.

Khuina, Tel : (041) 725008, N'Ganj, Tel : 9714336
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price hike of essentials.

Conventional Kettle

Jatiyatabadi Sechhasebak Dal brought out a procession in thecit yesterday protesting

%,

— Star photo

5 traders held
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hoard salt to make a windfall
profit by creating an artificial
crisis.

Hospital sources said the
wounded four were identified as
Asik Ahmed Babu, 25, Babul
Mia Shikdar, 28, Salekh
Ahmed, 64, and Babul Aktar,
32. They were admitted at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH).

Shafiuddin, Commissioner
of Ward No. 15, sent Asik and
Babul Mia with some other per-
sons to visit the Balughat Mar-
ket to gather information about
the price hike of salt at about 10
am, the sources added.

There they had an alterca-
tion with the salt traders. For-
mer principal of Balughat High
School Salekh Ahmed and his
son Babul Akhter also joined
the salt traders.

At one stage both the groups
were locked in a scuffle and
they chased each other in which
the five persons were injured.

However, none was arrested
in connection with the incident
till last night. A case was lodged
with Cantonment thana in this
regard.

Meanwhile, police said the 5

sons arrested were identified
as Hanif, Ershadullah, Jamal,
Harun and Jashim. They were
produced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's court
yesterday.

During a raid Mirpur police
arrested them while they were
selling salt at a higher price at

Muktijoddah Market that
evening.
A general di was lodged

irpur thana in this re-

gard
OIC FMs’ meet
on Mar 15

JEDDAH, Mar 2: Foreign
Ministers of the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference [OIC)
are to meet in the Qatari capital
on March 15 for a regular ses-
sion, the OIC announced today,
reports AFP.

"All 55 members have con-
firmed their participation in
this meeting, which will exam-
ine political developments on
the Islamic scene,” Assistant
Secretagy General Ibrahim
Bakr told AFP from OIC head-

g?:arters in Jeddah, Saudi Ara-
a.

Text of accord
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sought cooperation from all
concerned,

The following are the deci-
sions taken unanimously:;

l. The four-point accord
signed between the two sides on
January 14, 1997 would be ef-
fectively implemented. To this
end, the following steps will be
taken:

a) As raised by the BNP, the
cases and allegations of ha-
rassment against its leaders
and workers would be with-
drawn by March 31 subject to

with

i investigation.

b) 113 MPs of BNP will be
accommodated on 35 parlia-
mentary standing committees.
Mrea‘gfrfmmed other commit-
lees will be also re-constituted
following discussions with the
BNP,

c] Proceedings of the parlia-
ment will be broadcast on Radio
and Television neutrally and
objectively, and all parliament
members belonging to both
Treasury and Opposition
benches will be given equal op-
portunity. It will be ensured
that statements made by both
Treasury and Opposition mem-
bers during question-answer
sessions and Business Advisory
Committee meetings and any
scheduled debate will get equal
treatment in live broadcasts.
The Speaker will take appro-
priate steps in consultation
with the whips of both sides if
any complaints in this regard
T in the riest 15 @

. In the next 15 days, a place
— either in Panthap?th clt:f'l in
Manik Miah Avenue — will be
chosen for holding public meet-

ings.

Based on this understand-
inﬁ. the main Opposition BNP
will join the on-going session of
Parliament by March 8.

Feni incident
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The function was arranged
by a local Director of Shell Oil
on Saturday. While the team
was a few kilometers away from
its destination, some six gang-
sters stopped their convoy on
the road and fired three rounds
of gunshots in the air, forcing
them to turn back immediately.

The gangsters earlier ran-
sacked the function venue in
Durga{mn
Following this incident, the
local director of Shell Oil was
called to the Ministry Sunday
and was asked whether the

Petrobangla, Energy Ministry
and other concerned authorities
were informed about the
planned visit.

Sources said that the local
director had invited the Chair-
man of Shell Transport and
Chief Executive of Cairn Energy
to inaugurate a pri school
and a firstaid centre in his own
village. It was expected that
both Shell and Cairm would do-
nate a good amount of money
from their social services fund
for these community service
project.

he local director of Shell
did neither take permission
from the authorities to accept
the donation from the foreign
companies, as required by the
law, nor did he inform the for-
eign companies about the laws
of the country. He did not also
inform Petrobangla, the Energy

City BNP meets
today

A meeting of the city BNP
will be held at 29 Minto Road at
2 pm today, reports UNB.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan will be
present at the meeting, said a
party press release.

Members of its convenin
committee have been request
to attend the meeting.

Hannan Shah
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85.38.046 with the bidding
amount and awarded the work
ignoring the lowest bid.

The court charged Hannan
Shah with awarding the work
order for his personal gain and
benefit and thus incurring a
loss of Tk 85,38,046 to the gov-
ernmernt.

The accused persons have
been charged under section 409
BPC and 5(2) of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, 1947.

Ministry and other relevant au-
thorities except the local police
in Feni about the visit.

It is reported that the inci-
dent had a political twist as the
local director of Shell was an
active member of BNP.

Although it is alleged that
the local Shell director's politi-
cal rival, an influential Awami
League leader, was responsible
for the incident in Feni, it is
now suspected that a faction of
BNP had done the mischief in
the name of the said AL leader.

However, Shell sources re-
futed this allegation saying that
it was a mindless attack from
local hoodlums.

Tofael
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salt and other essential com-
modities.

"The move for creating an
artificial crisis and panic buy-
ing by a section of the peo {:
was intended to achieve politi-
cal gains by undermining the
image of the government,” said
the minister without naming
anyone. The attempt has been
thwarted promptly, he added.

Citing an example of the
heinous move, Tofael said ac-
tivists of a political party
bought the entire salt from
shops in Mirpur Sunday night
and loaded in two trucks. It was
done just to create panic in the
market.

Tofael said salt producers of
Cox’s Bazar informed him yes-
terday that crude salt was sell-
ing at Tk 60 to Tk 80 per ton.

The minister admitted
shortage of onion and at-
tributed the reason to the ex-
treme cold weather during the
growing period of early crop.

Tofael said suggestion of
traders at the meeting with him
for waiving the entire 37.5 per
cent import duty on onion
would be considered.

President of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Yusuf
Abdullah Haroon who was pre-
sent dismissed the rumour of
salt crisis.

"There is no question of salt
crisis. there is no scope of
shortage of salt at any time of
the year.," asserted the FBCCI
president.

He said they would be able to
gradually remove the adversi-
ties of free market economy
through regular interactions
between the government and
traders.

‘Accord
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between the two parties on Jan-
uary 14, last year at the Speak-
er's mediation.

The four-point agreement
had followed resolution of an
earlier boycott of parliament by
BNP in November, 1996.

Last night's accord reiterated
full implementation of the
four-point accord.

Telecommunications and
Works Minister Mohammad
Nasim read out the accord that
gmvid:s for inclusion of all 113

NP MPs in parliamentary
standing committees and re-
constitution of the committees
already formed.

It noted that the Speaker
would remain non-partisan,
the Radio and TV would cover
parliament proceedings objec-
tively. Performance of the
Treasury and Opposition
benches, would be covered
equally and, if complaints arise
on the issue, those would be
sorted out by the Speaker in
consultation with the two sides.

The Speaker and negotiators
of the two parties were present
while Nasim read at the accord.

The accord was signed by the
Speaker and Tofael Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta, Mohammad
Nasim, Abul Hasnat Abdullah
and Abdus Shahid from the
Treasury Bench.

From the BNP side, Badrud-
doza Choudhury, Saifur Rah-
man, Col Oil Ahmed, and Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan put their ini-
tials on it.

There was some give and

signed

take — .-the BNP leaving aside
the issue of the floating bridge
on Crescent Lake leading to the
mazar of its founder, late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman.

The ruling party wilted, al-
lowing public rallies on either
of the two main streets, to be ef-
fective within 15 days of the ac-
cord, and agreeing to lift cases
and charges against BNP lead-
ers and workers, subject to in-
vestigations by March 31.

Giving his reaction after
posing for a smiling group
hoto-session, Mohammad
asim said he was the happiest
person as his efforts were with
SLICCESS.

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, the
BNP Secretary General, said if
all the points in the accord are
abided by, it would help uphold
the parliamentary tradition in
the country.

People wanted the parlia-
ment to be effective., If the
agreement is implemented, they
would be happy, he said.

Another AL negotiator, To-
fael Ahmed, told newsmen that
lhrnuﬁh implementation of the
accord, the government in co-
operation with the opposition
party, would be able to
strengthen parliamentary
democracy in the country. "The
ifreeme:nt has proved Prime

inister Sheikh Hasina's sin-
cerity to make the parliament
effective.”

The dialogue, adjourned at
1:30 pm on Sunday, resumed at
eight last night.

Dhaka : 815307-10, 819625- Ctg. : 716353, 723578

Khulna : 720304, Bogra ; 6215
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Police deployed
around DFO’s

office in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Mar 2: Police have
been degllilu_lved in the Divisional
Forest ce and around the
residence of DFO Md Ali Kabir
Haider from early this morning
following threats over phone
and in person by a group of rul-
img party activists Sunday
night.

The lice commissioner,

| when contacted, said the DFO

and persons serving in his of-
fice were feeling insecure as
some unruly elements threat-

ened them for not meeting their
illegal demand for 'special pass'
of goran wood and Golpatta.

Meanwhile, all officials and
employees of the Divisional
Forest Office abstained from
work lndgy in protest against
threat and unruly behaviour of
the ruling party activists. The
DFO also remained out of his

| office out of fear.

Bangladesh Rifles
week begins today

Bangladesh Rifles Week '98
Bc&ns in the city today, reports

The main objective of the
week is to evaluate the past ac-
tivities of the para-military
force and to plan its future
course,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will take salute and in-
spect parade at BDR headquar-
ters at Pilkhana in the capital
as chief guest.

The Prime Minister will also
distribute awards to BDR men.

PM: Cabinet
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tackle the situation.
The ministers concerned,
however, found some rationale
in the price hike of onion, as
“onion (rrnductinn has reall
suffered a setback in butﬁ
Bangladesh and the neighbor-
ing countries.” The Commerce
Minister informed the cabinet
that arrangements have al-
ready been made to import suf-
ficient quantity of onions in
the private sector.
Later, the cabinet ap

roved a
draft bill seeking to ai:li? up an

_Erg{glnym:nt Bank. The EB,
m

eled after the Grameen
Bank, will provide financial
assistance to the income gener-
atlntﬁ projects run by the
youths.

The bank which is scheduled
lo slart operation with a paid-
up capital of Tk 50 crore [rom
the public exchequer, will have
an authorised capital of Tk 300
crore. Rest of the money would
come from different commer-
cial banks and financial insti-
tutions. The capital will be di-
vided into three crore ordinary
shares worth Tk 100 each.

According to the draft bill,
the bank will be set up under the
supervision of the Bangladesh
Bank, while a 15 member man-

ement committee headed by a
chairman will run the bank.
The BB will ap t the execu-
tive director of the institution.
Among other organisations,
Youth Development Directo-
rate, Social Welfare Directorate
and the Labour and Manpower
Directorate will have one rep-
resentative each in the mana-
gement committee, while five
representatives would come

| from shareholders.

ign
Economic
will sign a number of agree-
ments on trade, finance, tech-
nology and cultural coopera-

tion today, reports UNB.
This was decided at the ple-

nary session of the JEC held in

the city yesterday evening.

Finance Minister Shah A M

S Kibria and Iranian Minister

for Construction Mohammad
Saidia-Kia led the respective
sides in the discussion,

The agreements are expected
to be signed in areas of Cement,

airlines, shipping. avoidance of
up of

double taxation, settin
joint trade body and
wagon import,
hah A M S Kibria said the

Joint Commission will enable
us to find out ways and means
for further expanding and con-
solidating bilateral relation
and cooperation in various
fields.

The meetin

lway

will yield posi-
tive and tangible results for mu-
tual benefit, he added.

He said although a number
of Memorandum of Under-
standings (MOUs) have been
signed between the two coun-
tries, the progress of implemen-
tation is yet to gain momentum,

Kibria considered the third
meeting of the JEC as an oppor-
tunity for reviewing the
progress of implementation of
the decision of the second ses-
sion held in 1995.

The meeting will lead to con-
crete recommendations for ex-
panding the existing areas and
identifying new ones for coon-

| Di_laka-Tehran JEC to
accords today

The Bangladesh-Iran Joint
ommission [(JEC)

eration.

Iranian Construction Minis-
ter Mohammad Saidia-Kia said
the agreements to be to-
day will further s en the
brotherly and friendly relation
between the two countries.

He said the new vision of the
third JEC session will remove
all the bottlenecks.

Rival groups clash

at Shantinagar

By Staff Correspondent

Two rival ups exchanged
nshots oded a num-
of crackers leaving a rick-
shawvan-puller in at city's
Shantinagar area last night.
The wounded was identified
as Abdul Khaled. He was admit-
ted at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital.
Etltsif S, pglice arrested 16
€ irom the spot just after
e mcident. PO
Police said the clash erupted
following announcement of the
result ol an election of Shanti-
nagar Bazar Committee, held
last month. The clash erupted
between Nur Hossain and Kbul
Ali groups at about 8:30 pm.
upporters of both the
groups traded at least five
rounds of nshots and ex-
ploded bombs for about half-
an-hl-;uurl.] 1 thana prepar.
otijheel t was -
ing to file two te cases in
connection with the incident
till filing of this report late last
night.

Salt, onion prices
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terday. They said police barred
them from selling more than
two or three bags (25 kg per bag)
of salt at a time to one customer.

"The rumour is over," said
Majibar Rahman of Nurani
Salt Industries, a wholesaler at
the New Super Market. He said
retailers were still placing huge
orders for salt bags. Depending
on the brand, a 25 kg salt bag
was selling at Tk 195 to Tk 250.
A truck loaded with salt bags
was seen parked in front of the
super Market. Nurani sold 300
haeﬁs yesterday against its nor-
mal sale of 60 to 70 bags.

Our Cox's Bazar correspon-
dent Monayem Khan reported
last night that the Salt Mill
Owners Association at a press
conference there yesterday said
there was fﬂﬂugﬁ salt to meet
three months’ requirement.

The association leaders
claimed that a section of un-
scrupulous traders spread the
rumour of short supply of salt
to make undue profit.

They said crude salt was be-
ing sold at Tk 40 per maund in
Cox's Bazar, the main salt pro-
ducing region of the country.

Our Narayanganj corre-
spondent Ehsanul Haq Babu re-
ported that the Narayanganj
Salt Mill Owners Association
and the 'Laban Aratdar Samity’
at an emergency meeting yes-
terday reviewed the stock posi-
tion and observed that the stock
would meet the demand for the
whole year.

Mill Owners Association
started miking in Narayanganj

| Lown last night urging the peo-

ple not to pay extra price for
salt.

The correspondent reported
that salt was being sold’at Tk 12
to Tk 15 per kg at the wholesale
markets at Nitajcfganj, Dalpatti
and B Das Road in Narayan-

gar}ll.

he Federation of Bangla-
desh Chamber of Commerce
and Industries in a press release
yesterday said that it surveyed
the market and found supply of
salt was normal and there was
no reason for price hike.

Ship with salt
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consignment of salt has already
reached the (Chittagong) port".
It had also said that the TCB
had already taken steps to im-
port a huge quantity of salt to
increase the stock.

" do not know anything
about the ship,” Hiralal Bala,
Chairman of the Trading Cor-

ration of Bangladesh said.

asked what was the name

of the ship and how many

tonnes of salt it was -

ltllf said he was quite unaware of
at.

"I do not even know who can

E:jumﬂhing about this", he

Commerce Secr Alam-
gir Farrouk Chowdhury when
contacted said he did not know
the name of the ship and how
much salt it was carrying.

When contacted, a duty offi-
cer at the newsroom of the Press
and Information Department
(PID) yesterday said that he did
not know details of the matter.
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