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Workers unload medicine

Sunday. There

donated by a group of Egyptian artistes headed
Ragda as a gesture of solidarity

with the Iraqi people at

is a shortage of medicine and medical supplies because of UN sanctions.

by Syrian actress
Saddam International Airport

— AP/UNB photo
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International

trends continue: Expert

NEW DELHI, Mar 2: Hindu
nationalists today made early

with its allies.

to a winner were expected to be

- expiring March 31, officials

Che rily Star 5

5

Vote counting begins amid tight security

BJP may win majority if early

Indian SC refuses
to reinstate
bribery charge
against Advani
Eugrﬁc;ge Iég:&ﬂlﬁnmﬁ;nﬁ:af;?

fused to reinstate charges

a%laalrnst the leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in a 23

‘It will be inching closer and clear late Monday or early  can't wait until all the votes are | million dollar bribery scandal,
ains at the start of the count in  closer to the 250-mark,” said Tuesday. in before moving to seat a new | Press Trust of India news
. Indian elections, officials said, Roy, India's most respected elec- The Hindu-nationalist government. agency said, reports AP.

with an expert speculating they
might even win a majority, re-
ports AFP.

The nationalists Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP, Indian Peo-

tion expert.

“They can even get a major-
ity if this trend continues.”
Candidates for the Congress,
the nationalists "main oppo-

Bharatiya Janata Party's posi-
tion as the largest party in the
last parliament bolstered its
claims to being in the best posi-
tion to give India a stable gov-

Violence erusted on each of
the four voting days held so far.
On Saturday, eight people were
killed in election-related vio-
lence, bringing the death toll to

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation had appealed a lower
court ruling last year that it had
failed to produce sufficient evi-
dence against LK Advani, the

ple's Party) was leading in 15 nents, were struggling in many ernment, with voter discontent at least 84 Another 58 people | BJP's president. The Supreme
out of S_IE cunﬂtituenciﬂﬁ from areas. They led in four con- over political uncertainty a key died in a series of bombings in | Court upheld the earlier ruling
across the coun

ry. Six of these
had previously been held by its
rivals.

Seven BJP allies were lead-
ing in seven other seats, two of
which held by anti-nationalist
parties,

Exit polls suggested the
Hindu nationalists would top
the polls but fall short of an
overall majority.

Election analyst Prannoy
Roy, however, said the early
trends showed the BJP was

. poised to win at least 250 seats

in the 545-member parliament
and could even reach a majority

stituencies, small groups and
independent candidates had
forged ahead in 10.

Earlier AP says, after a vote
marred by violence, security
was tight Monday as counting
began in Indian parliamentary
elections a right-wing Hindu
nationalists party is expected to
win,

In all, 543 seats are at stake,
with two remaining filled by
appointment. Counting was un-
derway for 527 races. In others.
voting has not yet been held or
challenges to balloting have de-
layed counting. Trends pointing

campaign issue. Exit poll re-
sults released after the fourth
day of voting Saturday indi-
cated the BJP would win the
most seats in parliament, but
not the clear majority needed to
govern without partners.

The elections in the world's
largest democracy — some 300
million voters turned out — was
staggered over four days over
the last two weeks, to allow se-
curity troops time to move to
different trouble spots. Votin
in another six races is sched-
uled Saturday and June 21.

With the current federal budget

100 MQM activists arrested in Karachi

3 Shi'ites killed in

inial

‘Kohl to face tough,

telegenic foe in
Sept 27 polls

the southern city of Coimbatore
on the eve of first balloting on
February 16, but it was not yet
clear whether those deaths were
linked to the elections.

Monday, roads leading to
counting stations were closed
and police and party represern-
tatives stood guard as election
officials began the counting
Frucess by shuffling ballots
rom different polling stations
to assure the first results did
not reflect ﬁmgraphicai trends.

The ballot mixing was ex-
pected to take several hours,
said Sajeev Pandey,

Monday.

Advani was among 25 politi-
cal figures and 18 bureaucrats
facing trial for accepting bribes
from a business family in re-
turn for public contracts or
other favours.

His Hindu-nationalist BJP
is expected to win the most
votes in India's ongoing par-
llamentary elections, but not
enough to govern without part-
ners. Its candidate for prime
minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
iIs considered more moderate
than Advani, the

art resi-
denit party p

Oft Record

Contraceptives for elephants!

N :
ISLAMABAD, Mar 2: Three the Tehrik-e-Jafria or Move- immigrated to Pakistan 50 HANOVER, Germany, Mar 2: KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, South Africa: Times have
Shi'ite Muslims were nned ment for Shi'ite Law. The up years ago. A surprisingly broad victory by changed for park ranger Douw Grobler, reports AP.
down in eastern Punjab routinely clashes with militant Police say they suspect the

province in the latest round of
religiously motivated violence
sweeping the country, according
to news reports Monday, says
AP.
Two leaders of a militant
Shi'ite group and their body-
ard were ambushed on Sun-
ay night near Jhang, about 200
km southwest of the federal
capital of Islamabad, the En-
glish-language newspaper, The

Ali Sial were ambushed while

Sunni groups, particularly the
Sipha-e-Sahabah or Guardians
of the Friends of the Prophet,
which is headquartered in
Jhang,

Although no one has taken
responsibility for the killings,
police officials say they believe
it was religiously motivated.

Another report from
Karachi says, police swept
through this troubled port city

Haqiqgi faction of c ng out
the February 22 killings that
appeared to target members of a
rival faction, named for its ex-
iled leader, Altaf Hussein.
Among the dead were two
ﬁnung girls caught in the cross-
re while they played in the
street.
The police sweep was con-
ducted over the end. Heav-
ily armed police, wearing bullet

.............

Gerhard Schroeder, a popular
moderate with telegenic cEa.nn.
has given Germany's opposition
new hope that it can finall

drive Chancellor Helmut Koh
from office after 16 years of
conservative rule, reports AP,

Fresh from a reelection tri-
umph in his home state, the 53-
year-old Lower Saxony gover-
nor is to get the Social Demo-
cratic party's nomination today

Once he fired tranquiliser darts to sedate elephants selected

for
burgeoning herds.
them.

killing in a culling programme that reduce

South Africa's

These days he shoots elephants to help save

A ground crew of American and German scientists rushes in
to examnine the three sedated animals. Their mission: to check

if a contraception experiment started

about a year ago can limit

population growth enough to prevent the resumption of culling.

The helicopter carryin
elephants charging throug
three of the elephant cows in

Grobler swooped after a herd of
the bush. The ranger
the experiment, each identified by

icked out

a mud-caked collar, and fired his dart gun,
The research team moved in

on the three cows lying within

. ain hl, Germany'
News, said. on the weekend arresting scores  proof vests and brandishin L 5 &y Ay - Enngl:sﬁer:itngﬂ Ieﬁjer th};: 20 meters (yards) of each other, snoring gently from the
Safdar Ali Sial and Amjad of activists belonging to a mili- their automatic rifles, kic wer Saxony Stats 3 vernor Gerhard Schroeder of the century. tranquiliser. Within minutes the scientists had set up

driving on a narrow country
road on the outskirts of Jhang.

Gunmen drove up beside
them and opened fire, killing
all three of them. The lone sur-
vivor, their driver, was taken to
hospital where he reportedly is
in serious condition.

The victims all belonged to

tant ethnic party in connection
with a shootout that left eight
people dead. authorities said
Monday.

Most of the estimated 100

ople who were arrested be-
onged to the Hagqiqi faction of
the Mohajir Qami Movement
(MQM) a fractured party repre-
senting Indian Muslims who

in doors of suspected hideouts,

raided faction offices and burst

into homes to arrest people.
The police action sparked

ﬁ]:::radic protests Sunday in
rachi as bands of ng E‘;:?:s
believed to be mem of t
Hagiqi faction, blocked roads
an

set tires on fire. There were
no injuries in the protests.

Social Democratic Party (SPD) chats with his wife Doris
Schroeder-Koepf during the electionn party in Hanover,
Germany, on Sunday night. After winning Sunday's state
election by about 48 per cent, Schroeder will be the chal-
lenger of Chancellor Helmut Kohl, of the Christian Demo-
cratic Party, during the general elections on September

27.

— AP/UNB photo

Schroeder is counting on
Germany's yearning for change
to lift him to the nation's top
job in the September 27 elec-
tion. The winner will lead the
Euvamment's historic move

ack to Berlin and take Eu-
rope's largest nation into the
new millennium,

equipment and started their tests.

ong with blood and fecal exams, a specialised theme from
the German Institute of Biology and Wildlife Research in Berlin
performed a trans-rectal ultrasound pregnancy test on the

slumbering creatures.

Madonna's wish

LOS ANGELES: Madonna doesn't want her bab

be an only child, reports AP.

v daughter to

"I would love to have a
brother or sister for Lola.”
Madonna said. "I don't know
when, but it'll happen.”

Lola is Modonna's nickname
for her 16-month-old daughter
Lourdes Maria, who the 39
year-old superstar says has
made her life

Lewinsky case

"Ken Starr should
end investigation

US lawmakers for ousting Saddam

'Iraq to honour accord with UN'

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 2:

IRy

c;::nsequences if Baghdad

located 600 kilometres (

throu

drowned, he said.

US

Walter Enndale arrived in

Reuter says from Jakarta,
Mondale was

tional airport by

uter reports from Bogota.

Road misha

16 die as shi

B:ssenger ship caps

Jakarta.

1 envoy in oJ.

straight into the city, witnesses

Road mishap kills 6 in Pakistan:

Their truck was d:hrgé% on a rural highway near Sui town.,
miles) south of the federal capital of
Islamabad on Sunday when the accident occurred. It's not clear

lunged into a swamp in one of Vietnam's worst road accidents,
R:cal officials said Monday, AP says from Hanoi.

The bus was trying to pass a cement truck when it crashed
the concrete sides of a bridge and fell into the 6-metre-
deep (20-foot-deep) swamp around noon Sunday, said Nguyen Vi

akﬂl‘ta: US special envoy

Jakarta yesterday for talks with
Indonesian President Suharto on the country’'s economic crisis,

eeted on the tarmac of Jakarta's interna-
S ambassador
said.

Stapleton Roy and was driven

squad and confiscated an arsenal of machine guns, pistols and
enades in central Colombia on

Sunday, authorities said,

The men were captured near the town of Puerto Berrio, in the

kills 40 in Nigeria:

Nigeria said Sunday, Xinhua says from Lagos.

The report said the accident occurred at Ohono village, Koji
state in central Nigeria, when the bus was on its
Nigerian capital Abuja to the southern city of Lagos.

L - L "

sinks in Indonesia: »
on a river in northwest Indonesia after

ing hit by a tidal surge, killing at least
said Monday. Another 23 people were missing, AP reports form

way from

16 people, an official

The ship sank on Saturday with 72 passengers and four crew
members on the Rokan River on Sumatra is and, about 1,170
kilometres (731 miles) northwest of Jakarta,
authority chief Bangko M Yusuf.

said port

of Clinton’

dent Bill Clinton, and an ad--
ministration supporter said the
independent prosecutor was out

tom of it," said White House ad-
viser Rahm Emanuel on CBS
television.

Sen. Patrick Leahy took the
attack a step further, declaring

of control. He has this fixation
of trying to topple the president
of the United States. He's duing
everything possible to do it,

"Di called out
for Dodi after
car crash’

crash in which Princess Diana
died says she called out for her
companion Dodi Al-Fayed after
the crash, a British journalist

Jones says he heard Diana's
voice after the accident in Paris

Jones, said.

"He can remember Princess
Diana's voice in the back of the
car calling out for Dodi Fayed,"
Mor told Sky.

"Now if this is true, and the
psychiatrists who have been
coaxing these flashbacks out of
him believe that it is true and
an accurate portrayal of what
happened that evening, then it
establishes that Princess Diana
was conscious after the colli-
sion."”

government will honour -an
agreement to open suspected

+ weapons sites to UN inspectors,

The 15-member council was
to meet Monday to consider a
US-backed resolution, submit-

ted by Britain and Japan. en-

The inspectors are 1::'_5;1:'1%l to
determine whether Iraq has
complied with orders issued at

to the Gulf War.
The final draft of the resolu-
tion warned of "very severe"

war with Irag has been averted
for now, the crisis will not end
duntil Saddam Hussein is re-

ship." Sen Bob Kerrzy. a Ne-
braska Democrat, said Sunday
on NBC's "Meet the Press."

to tone down rallies in
Makkah during Hajj

TEHRAN, Mar 2: President
Mohammad Khatami called for
Iranians to tone down the

The call made in a speech
broadcast on state-run televi-
sion Sunday appears to be
aimed at improving relations

H4
during the Hajj, or annu

il-
grimage. .

the propensity to impose one's
views.”
“The followers of unneces-
dity in the observance
of ir:l gious) injunctions are
not the representatives of the
Muslim community,” Khatami
said. "They should not be al-
lowed to breed hatred, dissen-
sion, and ignite the flames of
conflict in the holy precinets
where unity, solidarity and
fraternity should be preached.”
Ever since some 400 pil-

grims, mostly Iranians, died in
clashes with Saudi ‘j:olice dur-
ing a rally at the 87 Hajj, the

Every year, urged on by their
leaders, Iranian pilgrims have
defied a Saudi ban on demon-

condemn the United States and
other perceived enemies of Is-

the rallies and the move reflects
his desire to forge a new rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia.

Riyadh and Tehran have
been edging closer since May's
election of Khatami, a moderate
cleric who has been tr¥1ng to
temper Iran's militant foreign
policy.

During the Organisation of
Islami Conference summit in
Tehran in December, Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah held
two meetings with Khatami.

Thanh, deputy director of An Nhon district hospital in the that the special prosecutor was . : - a
central coastal province of Binh Dinh. Survivors smashed | out to oust the president. atal 111 ca S or Iranlans 1 Aum member gets
windows to swim to safety, while the rest of the passengers “Starr has gotten totally out

life-term for gas
attack 1in Tokyo

TOKYO, Mar 2: Japanese
prosecutors Monday recom-
mended life imprisonment,
rather than the death penalty,
for one of live doomsday cult
member who directly released

. . demonstrations they hold dur- demonstrations have been | sarin nerve gas on the Tokyo
11 Of ae‘gﬂng held 1m CO]OlIlb]a: LONDON, Mar 2: The body- ing the annual uslim pil- something of a test of honour subway system three years ago,
Soldiers arrest 1 suSpected members of a right-wing death guard who survived the car grimage to Makkah, reports AP. for the Iranians. reports Reuviter.

The recommendation at the
trial of Ikuo Hayashi, a doctor
who was a senior member of

any of the 14 main defendants
accused of staging the attack,

lam. which killed 12 people and
Fort ople died on"the spot while several othérs were on August 31, Piers Morgan, the :

senuis?e ir? ured when a luxury bus lost one of its tyres and ran e-dtturguf the Mirror newspaper o The Hajj I:hﬂl;-lld 3‘! free DL Hi?éﬂlatﬂ}l 1: thaﬁ: ﬁrﬂ{ Ira;iunasl: made thousands ill.

into a ditch in Nigeria Thursday night, the news agency of who has interviewed es- anaticism, backwardness an president Lo speak out ag

The charges against Hayashi
involved five separate cases and
included not only murder but
anti-terrorism laws, both of
which can carry the death

penalty.

Hayashi, who has pleaded
guilty, admits he was one of five
cultists who used umbrellas
with sharpened tips to puncture
pliaauc bags of the deadly gas
t

placed on crowded trains
| on March 20, 1995. :

; With the Security Council ex- dorsiag the Annan agreement breaks the accord. _Earlier richer.” , . . Gal L P 3

S e, W o e BT T | e S | peilh B SEpte, AN, Cielatteie e | SR i saring
; : : it's (igs ~| conseguenges’ Arag's am- a mil e 1SCq S, SN sk ‘ T ‘
&tgﬁiymﬂam Eﬂ}f s shE;ll]ng- HageniewapARCS TeRprted., ::lns:j lﬁ;,ﬂminﬂ of t?" ba sald’ Sunday that his States :I::?d Britain. i Another report’ says, 'while Madonna said.: "My daughter's

birth was like a rebirth for me. :
The Material Girl has a new}|
album out, "Ray of Light." but |

"But I needed to do all of those thin

“infinitely

reports AP. the end of the Gulf War, to de- moved from power, US law- wants to limit touring so she
velicie: i stdces ‘wiie e ouic 1o el acal ofcils | ° T i 1 b scking | 1 DU Ambusaador Nizar Sy ai long range misules  makes rom boh pares " | San'spenl 8w thn v
3 . _ - Hamdoon said the inspections and mass destruction weapons. nk we hav urdes as possible, sayin
;g':t‘i'-éﬂ the country’s first census since 1981, The News re H:E;ugi,:hm?;? tahga;g::geﬁ should not be open ended, even That is the main condition for change the objective and say motherhood brought emotional |

: though no time limit is men- the council to lift crippling eco-  that our nation is going to be on growth for the entertainer often ¢
m d - Vim] am: Nearlv 50 :Pﬂ?_ti::_ﬂlm:c f?_:- Kf‘;n St?;i‘rhgg ugne.;gj in the agreement signed nomic sanctions imposed on the side of liberating the people EI‘ithiSEd as childish. 3 -
1'“'“1;111'.:: ea‘d 20! nld : . wded}rh . Al tﬁ:png pt?.cntfhc oy last week with UN Secretary- Iraqin 1990 after Saddam sent of Irag from their prisons or got to a‘ruint where I went, OK, I've been incredibly
people were killed an njured when an overcro u vestigation ge General Kofi Annan. his forces into Kuwait, leading  from the terror of his dictator- petulant, incredibly self-indulgent, incredibly naive," she said.

S to get where I am now,

and where I am now I'm very happy with.

"l don’'t have any regrets.

Tens of thousands of countryside supporters march

s L

middle Magdalena region — the birthplace of Colombia's ultra- Id | d with Saudi Arabia, which has Strations to hold a small rally | Aum Shinri Kyo fThe Supreme i
right wing paramilitary gangs — a spokesman for the army's :'-gpmi tlcugfulun ouSunday, long D;pﬂﬂcd thcﬂpc:ﬂucal ralf in their living quarters in | Truth Sect), was the first s:n-t
14th brigade said. Bodyguard Trevor Rees- lies staged Iranian pilgrims Makkah. Such rallies tend to | tence recommendation agains

&
S

through central London, Sunday to voice their fr::ars .fnr_
the future of the countryside and to protest legislation
they believe is a threat to their rural way of life.

-

— AP/UNB photo
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'4 lakh troops exposed to

WASHINGTON, Mar 2: As
many as 400,000 Gulf War
troops may have been sed

vehicles.
When sealed in armour or in
a bomb or artillery shell, de-

depleted uranium during Gulf War"

It acknowledged "serious de-
ficiencies in what our troops
understood” about the health

pal author of the study, said in a
telephone interview. Fahey is
with the Swords to Plowsheres

destroyed Iraqi vehicles were
on postwar missions to clear
the battlefield or to destroy

; f Iraqi equip-
to hazardous particles of ura- leted uranium exposure is rel-  dangers of depleted uranium. Veterans Rights Organisation what remained o

nium from shells fired by Euvcly harmless. But when a ese hazards were well based in San Francisco. ment to Pli'tﬂ'-{ﬂltit ﬂ?ll; ahlfﬂqi:a};gﬂfﬂ
American tanks and aircraff. depleted uranium shell hits its documented" by the Army: it A Pentagnn spokesman on  collecti : ater, har bl
says a study released Monday target, some of the metal burns  said. Gulf War Illness iasuea.dﬁﬁr those roops ha ply
by a coalition of veterans and oxidizes into small- parti- ‘Unfortunately, this infor- Force Capt Tom Gilroy, said he  been instructed to take proper

groups, reports AP.

cles. This creates an airborne

mation was generally known

was unaware of the report being

I:urncautiuna. the exposure prob-

" been minor hE
e National Gulf War Re- dust that, if inhaled or ingested, only by technical specialists, released Monday. em would have :
source Centre also alleged that can be toxic in humans. and combat ’r.mug: and those “We wFlnume anything that 531‘%:&11 's study quoted Victor
the Defence Department was Until just recently, the Pen- who scoured the battlefields in can help," he 5?1‘1- h 4 Siell who was ;’j radio operator
aware of the potential health tagon office investigating links Iraq and Kuwait after the war The report's authors sa Slasts

problems from battlefield w
sure to depleted uranium before
the 1991 war but failed to alert

between the mysterious ail-
ments of Gulf War veterans,
known collectively as Gulf War

were not aware of dangers.
The failure to properly dis-
seminate such information to

they could not make a firm es-
timate of the number of US and
allied soldiers who were ex-

with the Marines as they swept
into Kuwait in Febru 1991.
We came across a lot of de-

€xXpo d dead bod-
the troops. | lnesses, and troo sures  troops at all levels may have re- posed to the depleted uranium  stroyed vehicles an
The US Department of De- to a variety of I:nxins and aultgg in thousands of unneces- articles because too little is Eﬁmﬁl ‘::Fgul:uﬂ;:dul;fc;l;ﬂ%?
fence has engaged in a deliber- chemical agents had insisted sary exposures,” the Pentagon own about the circumstances oplgdet oM ﬂé‘lry g o
ate attempt to avold responsi-  that only 27 soldiers had possi- report said. of ure incidents. | tg bitiseian) Sobig? Bt
bility for consciously al owing bly been exposed to depleted The veterans coalition went ey settled on a rough es- ?ha{ nugh:{ have been contami-
the widespread exposure of uranium. It also contended that further. alleging that the Pen- timate of 400,000 troops ex- nated with depleted uranium."
,,,,,, hundreds of thousands of US the troops faced no health risk tagon — most particularly the posed based on s L htm-f A 4 :fprne t ""il:.
e and coalition servicemen and from their exposures. Anny—purposel‘y kept soldiers  dicated about three-fourths % uﬂtf?lfﬁn Pﬁallllnes 111 TB&Q an
: i e e S R e L ﬁ women," the group contended. But on January 8, in a in the dark and failed after the the 541,000 US servicemen an s ey il el
A US Air Force HC-130 Hercules tanker plane practices air to air refuelling with a Black I'EEldl.:E left ﬂﬁnlnat;:&al ura- ;esll Eitiﬂ?;l' lhll:t t_fﬂc& u?ii'. %hc l"ﬂ,%‘thﬂlﬂ possibly mﬁdth e ::E?nwulﬁ““ﬂﬂim:dn If.‘:; people were climbing on those
Hawk and a Sea !{Jng US Navy helicopters ﬂverithe Kuwa_ltl dese::t of AI Deera_ REDE.,'E'4U Riliilet:_ly Euhrflmla a :l s l;-‘ﬂ- mhiun 3.:- : Ec;c : m:::z:lns or mg—hﬁ prubleg mun t l?emlr ke m; equipment either during the vehsndglul. nlul;:v 3?11;15. l::ll T
km frpm the Irgq: border on Sunday. _US .orces in the region continue with their training sitgnnd to penetrate the armour little noted — admission that they were looking to minimise Ngh or : . \6ing and other atimmis e
exercises despite the agreement signed between UN and Iraq over the weapons | of tanks. liut: also is used as a thousands of troops may have the (public rela ons) fallout The vast majority of those

inspections.

— AP/UNB photo

protective shell on armoured

been exposed.

from it,” Dan Fahey, the princi-

who had physical contact with

thinks may be related to his
Gulf service.




