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CARE-Ba

was held at the BIISS auditorium in the city.

Ershad's detention order
declared illegal

The Appellate: Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
declared that the detention or-
der of former president Hossain
Mohammad Ershad under the
Special Powers Act is illegal,
reports BS5.

The verdict was pronounced
by Chief Justice ATM Afzal. The
other judges were Justice Lati-
fur man, Justice Abdur Rouf
and Justice Bimalendu Bikash
Roy Chowdhury.

Earlier, two-thirds majority
of the High Court division of the
Supreme Court had declared
that the detention order of Er-
shad is legal.

In 1991, a High Court divi-
sion bench had passed split
judgement wherein Justice Ab-
dul Jalil had declared that the
detention order of HM Ershad 1s
illegal “while Justice Kazi

Shafiuddin differed. Therealter;
the matter was sent to the Chief
Justice by the High Court for
constituting a third judge to
give his opinion.

The Chiel Justice constituted
a single bench comprising Jus-
tice Anwarul Hug Cho ury.
Upon hearing the matter, Jus-
tice Anwarul Huq Chowdhury
delivered the judgement on De-
cember 9, 1991 that the deten-
tion order of HM Ershad has
been passed legally with lawful
authority,

Ershad then preferred ap-
peal against the judgement of
the High Court division before
the Appellate Division of the
supreme Court.

The Appellate Division al-
lowed Ershad’'s appeal and de-
{‘liz']ll'Elj his detention order ille-
gal,

Eight vehicles
damaged near
Press Club

By Staff Correspondent

A group of young men, re-
portedly activists of Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal, damaged
al least six motor vehicles near
the National Press Club yester-
day noorn.

Witnesses said the group ar-
rived in front of the Press Club
in a procession at about 12 pm,

ey were preparing to hold
a rally there. As police tried to
resist them, the processionists
hurled brick bats at police.

Police and the gnu [Mems-
bers chased each other for about
15 minutes. Later, they damaged
the vehicles while leaving the
spot.

However, none was arrested
Or no'case was lodged with po-
lice in this regard.

Muggers kill one,
take away
money in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Mar 1: ‘Al-
leged muggers shot dead one
person and injured another and
Tk 80,000 from their possession
this morning at Sholoshahar
under Panchlaish thana.
Police said the mugpgers
opened fire on Shafiullah.
manager of a bakery. at the
time of snatching the cash be-
ing taken to the bankat 11 am
t a{] for depositing,
Shafiullah received bullet
wounds and another staff of the
bakery, Alamgir, accompany-
ing him received stab injuries
during the attack by the mug-
gers.,
Later, on way to hospital;
Shafiullah succumbed to his in-
juries.

Onion, salt prices up

From Page |
"The price is fluctuating so
frequently that we are afraid of
having a stock,"” said a retailer.
Consumers were also waiting
for a possible price fall, he

Our Staff Correspondent
from Chittagong adds: Onion is
being sold in retail shops here
between Tk 45 to Tk 50 per kg
today {Sundag] which sold at
between Tk 26 to Tk 30 per kg
just one week ago.

Traders attributed the sud-
den rise in onion price to poor
supply in the city markets.

Salt price

The price of salt increased
suddenly in the cily markets
yesterday following rumours of
short supply.

Two Daily Star correspon-
dents witnessed Tk 8 increase
in price of the item in 45 min-
utes, from Tk 12 per kg to Tk 20
Fer kg in the New Supermarket
ast night.

At 9 pm, one kilogram of
iodized salt was selling at Tk 12
but it jumped to Tk 20 at 9:45
pm.

A good number of retailers
rushed to Nurani Enterprise,
the salt wholesaler in New Su-
Bermarkeh and asked for more

ags despite of normal supply.

Some 50 bags were sold in
front of The Daily:Star corre-*
spondents. "Had we a stock of
1,000 bags, we could have sold
them all," said Sharif Uddin,
the owner of Nurani.

He sald traders began to
make enquiry about the supply
situation early in the morning,
Many placed advance orders.
The normal sale of Nurani is 60
to 70 bags a day. Each bag con-
tains 25 kg of salt and is sold at
Tk 210 to 240 dzpending on its
:Jra:l'xd. Sharif sold 150 bags yes-

erday.

'l have talked to different
salt producing companies in
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
Narayanganj who have assured

me of normal production and
supply.” Sharif said, noting
that there was no reason of sud-
den price hike in the retail
market,

Price of salt ‘shot up to Tk 20
to 25 per kg al Jigatola and Tk
15 to 20 at Mirpur in the city
yesterday, said traders at New
Market last night. Some traders
were seen rushing towards the
wholesale shops for procurin
salt in bulk:to earn a quic
profit.

Qur . correspondent. from
Barguna adds: Salt traders here
are charging Tk 40 to Tk 50 for
a_kilogram of salt claiming that
the price hike was due to a
short supply.

People in the remote areas of
the district are reportedly buy-
ing salt at a more exorbitant
price over the last two days.

As rumour of the salt short-
age spread, people thronged the
markets and bought up most of
this vital commodity E'nm the
store shelves. Local wholesalers
said that they have to sell salt
at a higher price as there is

hardly any stock of salt in the
market,

Confce on Ganges
Barrage Mar 8

A three-day conference on
the gmpusﬂd Ganges Barrage
will begin in the city on March
8. reports UNB.

The multi-million dollar
barrage near Bhanga, Faridpur,
has been planned for protecting
the south-west region of the
country which is seriously af-
fected by the Farakka Barrage
of India.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is likely to inaugurate
the international conference.
organised by the Water Re-
sources Ministry in coopera-
tion with Japan, Asian Devel-

opment Bank and the World
bank,
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to the 'crew' members of i1ts Rural
Maintenance Programme who contested the last Union Parishad elections. The function

— Star photo

Once destitute

From FPage 1

elected a member of Khoksha
Sadar Union Parishad in Kush-
tia, told The Daily Star that she
could bear the expenses of her
election .campaign from earn-
ings of a biscuit factory she
owned. "My savings as an RMP
crew member enabled me to set
up the factory™, said she.
Speaking al the reception as
chief guest Agriculture and
Food Minister Begum Matia
Chowdhury lauded the efforts
by the NGOs and "development
partners’ in poverty alleviation
and women empowerment. She
described the P crew mem-
bers as 'Village Leaders'. She
advised them not to fall prey to
cheats while giving services for
rural development and to rescue
women  from being victimised.
“Through Myour 'work you
have successiully registered
rotests against fatwabazi ( re-
igious decrees) and I expect you
lo build resistance against
cheats who take kickbacks in
the name of issuing VGD cards
and giving jobs under RMPT

said Matia.
She acknowledged that. in

many cases UP chairmen did
not provide matching Tunds-for
RMP and used to ask womern
working under RMP to manage
the money themselves “As a re-
sult, I came 1o know that. some-
times: you have to borrow
money even to save your jobs",
the minister said.

She said that the' historic
step taken by Sheikh Hasina's
government lfor direct election
to three seats of woman mem-
bers in each union has given the
disadvantaged women a chance
to change their life: “In the past.

¢ it wasa general practice that re-

lations of UP chairmen became
UFP members in seals reserved
for ‘women."

“l have many rewarding ex-
periences since my arrival in
Bangladesh 18 months back
but. today it is really special®,
said Nicholas Etheridge, High
Commissioner of Canada in
Bangladesh.

Congratulating the newly
elected women UP members,
Etheridge said, within a few
days'time he will go to Canada
for three weeks and assured
that he will project the 'success
story” during his talks with the
Canadian government and
funding agencies there.

With LGRD and Cooperatives
Secretary AHM Abdul Hye in
the chair, the function was also
addressed by Dr Mizanur Rah-
man Shelley, Chairman of the
Centre for Development Re-
search, Bangladesh (CDRB}, Abu
Taher Khan, Project Director-
RMP of LGED; Douglas Stein-
berg and Steve Hollingworth,
Acting Country Director and
Assistant Country Director re-
spectively of CARE-Bangladesh
and a number of RMP crew
members.

DUTA brings out

silent procession
protesting Shaheed

Minar incident

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Universit
Teachers' Association (DUTA
yesterday brought out a silent
procession on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus protesting the
desecration of Shaheed Minar
on February 21,

The procession, led by DUTA
F{rasidenl Prof AFM Yousuf

aider and general secretary
Prof Hossain Monsoor, started
from Aparajeyo Bangla at 11

am and ended at the Shaheed
Minar.

Addressing a rally at the
shaheed Minar. Prof Haider

demanded judicial probe into
the incident.

PSC report
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astonishment to hear that dur:
ing the last 10 years no re-
cruitment was made to the Ju-
dicial Service through PSC,

The Chairman apprised the
President about the main fea-
tures of the report and said that
certain measures have been
Emgnsed in it to streamline the

CS examination system.

He also apprised the Presi-
dent of certain problems of the
Chairman and mbers of the
PSC as regards retirement age
and other fringe benefits, and
requested him to look into the

| matter,

declines
further

By M Shamsur Rahman

The share price indicator of
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE)
declined to a 45-month-low
?reaterday prompting bourse
eaders to renew their call for
government intervention to
salvage the ailing stock market.

The DSE All Share Price In-

dex dip to 678.76 points yes-
lerda; ting 679.43 points on
May 7. 1994 when the number

of listed companies were only
154 and the market capitalisa-
tion stood at Tk 3090.95 crore.

And for the second time in
34 months, the index plunged
below the 700-point mark:

DSE Chairman Md Rakibur
Rahman said, the government
should come forward to help
reactivate the capital market.

"The insurance funds and
Farl of governmen! pension
unds should be made available
in the market," he said.

Attributing the fall in the
price indicator to the "netting
system of settlement” and "cir-
cuit breaker” imposed earlier,
he said, "the SEC should imme-
diately lift the circuit breaker
and revert to the old rolling set-
tlement system of trading.”

JCD factions
clash at DU

By DU Correspondent

Gunshots rocked the Dhaka
University campus yesterday as
two factions of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) clashed for
about an hour.

Witnesses said the clash fol-
lowed trading of abusive words
between the mainstream JCD
and Zakir group at about 1:30
am.

Activists of the mainstream
JCD, staying at Jasimuddin and
Bangabandhu halls, and those
of Zahir group, controlling Zia
Hall, exchanged at least 60
shots, creating panic among the
resident students and others.

A number of cocktails were
also exploded.

None was; however; injured.

10 jute godowns
gutted 1n Rajbari
RAJBARI. Mar 1: Ten jute
godowns and an oil mill were
gutted in a fire at Bahpur Bazar
in Baliakandi thana of the dis-

trict 'on Saturday night, reports
LUNB.

Jatra pandal

From Papge ]
ablaze at around 10:30 am dur-
ing a ‘hartal called by an organ-
isation named Babri Masjid
Smrild Sangsad protesting the

| jatra show at the fair, wilnesses

said.

Later, the mob went to the
nearby  village and set five
houses afire. They also went on
a rampage in the village and
looted valuables [rom some

houses.

Arriving late, police fired
around 25 shols to bring the
situation under control. ey

also arrested four persons for
their alleged involved in the in-
crdent. -

The three persons, seriously
injured, were rushed to Ma-
heshkhali Thana Health Com-

plex.
Ershad
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onion for which the party may
go for movement against the
government,” he said.

Ershad. however, dismissed
the idea of a joint movement
with BNP. "We will wage move-
ment alone, if necessary. We
will not go for alliance with

BNP:"
JS: Ctg airport
= From Page 1
port.

The minister said that the
proposed international airport
‘would be named after M A
Hannan, a former president of
AL's Chiltagong unit, who had
announced the declaration of
independence from Kalur Ghat
radio station in 1971." Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-
pected to lay the foundation
stone this month.

He further said that the gov-
ernment would build a five star
hotel ‘at the Zia International
Airport.

JP legislator Mohammad
Golam Hossain alleged that the

overnment had consistently

n harassing the poor peas-
ants for failing to repay small
amounts of bank loans. while it
was not taking the big default-
ers in the city to task.

He demanded that an effec-
tive legislation be made to pun-
ish the big defaulters, ancF ha-
rassment of the poor be stopped.

The others who took part in
the deliberation included Abdul
Latif Mirza, Ms Mahmuda Saw-
ﬁ?l and Kazl Sekandar Ali of

e ruling party.

Earlier, the House witnessed
the usual one-hour question-
answer session. [t also sent
three bills to the JS standing
commmittees concerned for
scrutiny.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid, who presided over yes-
terday's sitting, adjourned the
session at 2:05 pm for resump-
tion at 10:00 this morning.

7| DSE index |'Parties should reserve one-third of

nominations for women in J$S polls'

Speakers at a clialogue yes-
terday observed that the politi-
cal parties in the country
should reserve one-third of
party candidature in parlia-
mentary elections for women
for empowerment and devel-
opment of the womenfolk.

They also advccated rais-
ing the total number of par-
liament seats to 400 from the
existing 300 and specifying one
hundred constituericies for fe-
male candidates before every
election on the basis of rota-
tion, ensuring representation
from all districts.

The dialogue on Legislating
Electoral Reform in India For
bringing Women into Parlia-
ment: Lessons for Bangladesh’
was organized by the Centre For
Policy Dialogue (CFD) at its
conference room.

Chairperson of the Indian
National Commission on
Women, Mohini Giri, was the
key speaker at the dialogue,

Khaleda starts
tour of three
N-districts
tomoIrrow

By Staff Correspondent
BNP chairperson and Leader

 of the ﬂﬂﬁoultlﬂn in Parliament

Begum aleda Zia will leave
Dhaka tomorrow on an organi-
sational tour of Gaibandha.
Naogaon and Rajshahi,

She will address a public
meeting at Banpara High
School ground in Baraigram
thana of Natore at 2 grn

In the evening. she will ad-
dress the 42nd annual confer-
ence of the Engineers Institu-
tion at Rajshahi.

Begum Zia will also address
ublic rallies at Gaibandha Is-
amia School ground and at A-

team ground at Naogaon on
Wednesday and Thursday
evening.

Central leaders of BNP will
accompany Begum Zia.

By Staff Correspondent

chaired by Hameeda Hossain,
Representatives of a number of
woman organisations in the
country took part in the discus-
slon.

Mohini Giri described NCW's
ten years' experience in the
campaign for passing a bill to
reserve 33 per cent seats for
women in state assemblies and

Attack on BNP
rally at Sirajgan;:
25 injured

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 1: A clash
between the supporters of BNP
and newly appointed State Min-
ister Hasibur Rahman Swapan
in Shah||adpur thana today left
25 Bcop e injured, reports UNB.

f the injured, Dr Iman All,
45, physician of local Shishu
Hospital. BNP activist Wares.
28, and Jubo Dal activist
Kalam; 25, and Jewel, 26. were
admitted to the thana health
mlmplfx and the Shishu Hospi-
tal.

Witnesses said the clash
took place at Monirampur
Bazar when the su rters of
Swapan, reportedly led by Helal
and Nasir, attacked a BNP rally
at about 11:30 am.

BNP organised the rally in
support of its Tuesday's dawn-
to-dusk hartal in Shahjadpur
thana to protest the planned
visit of Swapan to Shahjadpur
on the day.,

During the clash, the war-
ring groups-ransacked the local
BNP office, a shop of the thana
BNP general secretary and two
shops of the thana Awami
League president.

Hajj pilgrims won’t
be allowed to use
gas cylinder in KSA

The Hajj pilgrims will not
be allowed in any circumstance
to use gas cylinder for cooki
food during their stay in Saudi
Arabia, reports UNB,

The Saudi authorities have
laken the decision to ensure
safety of the pilgrims; said on
officiall handout yesterday.

in the national parliament.

Experience showed that in-
terests of women were not
served by male parliamentari-
ans and that the womenfolk
needed to be represented by
women members, she said giv-
ing statistics,

She also described the obsta-
cles the NCW faced in its cam-
Fatgn for placing the bill in par-
lament All the political par-
ties, when contacted earlier,
had pledged to support the bill
but they kept mum or spoke
against the bill in the parlia-
ment, she said.

Mohini, however, hoped that
the bill would be passed before
the next general elections.

The participants included
Prof Rehman Sobhan, Maleka
Begum, Tasmina Hossain,
Salma Sobhan, Farah Kabir,
Rasheda K Choudhury, Suraiya
Begum; Shireen Hugq,

Elma Fatema
Sigma Huda,

Reception to
freedom
fighters Mar 7

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will accord a national
reception to the valiant freedom

and

lighters at north plaza of the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban on
March 7, reports UNB.

On the occasion, the freedom
fighters who have received dif-
ferent gallantry awards will be
given certificates and honorar-
lum, said an official handout
yesterday,

Hasina
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of living."

She sald the only objective
of the present government is to
‘serve the people and build up a
'ﬂﬂvtrtr and hunger-free na-

on.”

The Prime: Minister also in-
augurated the construction
work of Ht:: m:}l tn:jn
project to be compieted at a cost
of '#(c:lghl crore.

SSB meet ends
without any

decision

By Special Correspondent

A meeting of the Superior
Selection Board (SSB) here
ended without any decision on
the promotion of a number of
government officials yesterday.

According to sources con-
cerned, there was no decision as
some of its members could not
attend the meeting.

The SSB, headed by the cab-
inet secretary, includes some
senior officials.

The next date of the
will be decided today, source
said.

Earlier last month, the SSB

romoted 154 officials out of a
ist of more than 250 to fill up
vacant posts of deputy secre-
tary, joint-secretary, addi-
tional secretary and Secretary.

The promotions evoked
sharp protests from different
cadres, which accused the SSB

that it was partisan to adminis-
trative cadres only.

Withdraw ’false
cases’ against
BNP leaders:

Mannan Bhuiyan

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan has protested
the repression, attack and fil-

of "false cases” lead-
ers of BNP and its front organi-
sations in Barisal, Madaripur
ﬁﬂﬂ% Sirajganj districts, reports

In a statement yesterday,
Bhuiyan demanded withdrawal
of the 'false cases’, release of the
arrested leaders and workers,
and exemplary punishment to
those responsible.

Bhut‘{an alleged that on Feb
23 pro-Awami League Chhatra
League terrorists equipped with
arms swoo on a meeting of
Takerhat JCD in Rajoir thana
of Madaripur district and later
filed false cases against 23 lead-
ers and workers of JCD and
Jubo Dal of Madaripur district.

He said a false case was also
liled against Masiul Alam

Sentu. general secret of
Barisal BM Government College
| unit of JCD.
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For the finest bargains,
fly the finest in the sky.

Fly the finest in the sky to the finest Shopping Festival in the world. From March 19th there’ll be 31 daysof family fun
and activities including the world's richiest horse race, aqua fantasia - a spectacular water and light show, music and theatre.
There will be bargains across Dubai, with savings of up to 60% on the world’s biggest brands.

What's more, you can make your first saving now, because we’re offering special Shopping Festival packages.

Emirates

THE FINEST

IN THE SKY

OVER 160 INTERNATIONAL AWARDS, 43 INTEANATIONAL, DESTINATIONS. FOR DETAILS CALL YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES ON 9563813-15 (DHAKA)

725647 (CHITTAGONG) OR 712159 (SYLHET)




