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Six-year-old Rokaya
Khazer, malnourished and
suffering from severe skin
rashes, cries and tugs her
mother's dress for
attention during a
demonstration outside the
UNDP headquarters in
Baghdad Tuesday. Mainly
women and children rallied
to protest against food and
medicine shortages as a re-
sult of the UN sanctions.

— AP/UNB photo |
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Kabila returns to Congo: rresigent
Laurent Kabila returned to the Democratic

for Iraq : Tareq Aziz

BAGHDAD, Feb 25: Deputy
Aziz said
on Tuesday the deal he signed
with UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan on arms inspec-
tions was a gain for Irag that
could lead to the lifting of sanc-
tions, reports Reuters.

"l believe that we have
achieved excellent political
gains for the present and the fu-
ture and practical gains related
to the lifting of sanctions,” Aziz
said on Iraqi television.

Aziz, speaking in Arabic in a
rare live televi ane] discus-
sion, reviewed the troubled
history of Iraq's dealings with
the United Nations since sanc-
tions were imposed after Bagh-
dad'’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait,

He said Iraq trusted Annan
as a man of good intentions and
the agreement with him was of
"%‘:.'eat practical value because
after this operation we can say
that sanctions must be lifted."

This was because inspec-
tions of the eight "presidential
sites” at the core of the recent
crisis would prove Iraq had no
prohibited weapons hidden
there.

Asked why Irag had not

Republic of the Congo

on Tuesday, saying he had cut short an intended 10-day rest in
Switzerland because of rumours in the media that hc}rwas ill,

Reuter reports from Kinshasa.

Interviewed on state radio on his arrival at Kinshasa air-

rt, Kabila said laugh

ing: "You see | am not ill.” | wanted to rest

or 10 days. It wasn't possible because of the slander in the

international press. | rested a bit for four days

and then saw the

lies were serious. [ had to return to tackle my daily problems",

he told state radio.

6 Palestinians held in West Bank: i«

soldiers airested six Palestinians on Wednesday in an early

morning

sweep of three West Bank vill

s, after a spate of

stone-throwing at troops and Jewish settlers, AP reports from

Jerusalem.

The Palestinians were arrested in the wvill

age of Kalandia

and Jalazoun not of the autonomous city of Ramallah and in

the will

age of El Aroub north of Hebron, the army said. The
arrests came after increased stone-throwi

ng incidents in those

areas, the army said, adding that Israel was considering taki
additional steps to stop the violence. e %

Malaria claims 31 in Phili

ines:
An outbreak of malaria has killed 31 people in RP southern

Philip

vi es, Reuter r

pines and officials yesterdays blamed bandits f

frightening off health teams sent to l;:fill 1T} .
eports from Zamboanga, Philippines.
€ Department of Health has sent medic

uitoes in Memote

teams to Siasi

island, 120 kms (75 miles) southwest of Zamboanga cit to
contain the outbreak, which started in Jﬂnual'}'.g Re I};’nal

Health Director Lourdes Labiano said. Twent

on the small

y -four villagers

island died last month and another seven on

Sunday. Another 200 have the disease, she said.

made access to the sites condi-
tional . on a time limit for end-

ing sanctions, he said: We dis-

cussed this issue with the UN
Secretary-General and he was

unable to give us a guarantee on
a time limit for an end to sanc-
tions, not because he was un-
willing, but because he was
worried that this would enable
the Americans and British to
attack Iraq.”

The UN Special Commission
(UNSCOM) set up after the 1991
Gulf War must certify that Ira
had dismantled its weapons o
mass destruction before sanc-
tions can be lifted.

Aziz reiterated Iraq's com:
laints about the- past be-
aviour and composition of

UNSCOM inspection teams, ac-
cusing UNSCOM chief Richard
Butler of "lies and exaggera-
tion.”

“An  understanding was
reached that there would be a
more balanced selection of UN-
SCOM experts who would be
from many countries, including
some friendly to Iraq,” he said.
Though he said this was not
sp-etljled out in the text of the ac-
cord,

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 25:
Despite US concerns about the
role of a new UN team in Bagh-
dad, the UN chief is turning his
attention to selecting diplomats
lo accompany inspectors to
Irag’s most sensitive possible
weapons sites, reports AP.

After a briefing. Annan said-

he had a "general sense of ap-
proval from the membership"
of the 15-member council.
though there were details that
needed to be worked out.

Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan hasn't said who will serve
on the diplomatic team or who
will lead it — two key questions
Washington wants answered be-
fore it gives its full backing to
Annan's accord with Saddam
Hussein. His selection could
bring Iraq diplomats friendlier
to its interests.

Russia's UN ambassador.
Sergey Lavrov, said he was cer-
tain that Annan would balance
the nationalities of the senior
diplomats, since Iraq has com-
plained that UN inspection
teams were weighted with
Britons and Americans.

"This has to be a representa-

tive teamn,” Lavrov said Tuesday
after Annan gave the Security
Council an initial briefing on
the accord.

The Security Council was to
meet again Wednesday.

For the time being, the
agreement has averted a threat-
ened US military strike to force
Iraqi compliance with UN reso-
lutions demanding that it de-
stroy its weapons of mass de-
struction.

The Security Council will
only lift UN sanctions imposed
after Iraq's 1990 invasion of
Kuwait once UN inspectors have
certified Iragi compliance with
the resolutions.

Annan didn't say when he
would choose the diplomatic
team or when the disputed in-
spections would take place, say-
ing only that the accord would
be tested "as quickly as possi-
ble.” He said his advisers were
still working out details.

[n urging Annan to act
quickly, Lavrov said he would-
n't expect a team leader to be
from a permanent council
member state — Russia, Amer-

European Union Commission President Jacques Santer, right, welcomes Yasser Arafat, left,
at the EU headquarters in Brussels, prior to talks Tuesday. The Palestinian leader is in
Belgium to attend the Conference in Support of the Inalienable rights of the Palestinian

people.

— AP/UNB photo

ica, Britain, France or China, "I
think a neutral country would
be much more appropriate.”
Annan returned tri-
umphantly to the United Na-
tions on Tuesday predicting
unanimous approval ll?n::rr the ac-
cord that he says meets the de-
mands of Security Council reso-
lutions: unfettered UN access to.
all sites suspected of harbour-
ing weapons of mass destruc-
“D{ll‘.h
e accord signed Monda

calls for Annan tgnappnint thlgF
diplomatic team to accompany
UN inspectors on visits to eight
Eresidtntlal sites that Baghdad

ad declared off-limits, touch-
ing off the crisis.

Security Council members
gave a generally favourable
view Tuesday, though Britain
and the United States cautioned
that they still needed explana-
tions since the accord left open
what the diplomatic team will
do and how it will affect the UN
Special Commission, or UN-
SCOM, which is already
charged with investigatin

Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion capabilities.

"We need clarifications on a
number of issues, namely the
importance of the UN inspec-
tion team and UNSCOM having
the key role in any agreement.”
said America’'s UN ambassador,
Bill Richardsan.

In Washington, US Secretary

of State Madeleine Albright de-
clared that UN inspectors and
not diplomats would have the
ultimate say in where and when
inspections are made.

Richardson also warned that
Iraq could use some of the am-
biguities in the accord to its ad-
vantage. "Our concern is Sad-
dam Hussein. and whether he
will find loopholes in some of
the ambiguities of the lan-
guage.”

Britain's UN ambassador,
John Weston, who also said he
was concerned that the "profes-
sional integrity of the inspec-
tion process remain intact” said
he wanted to begin drafting a
resolution to reinforce the
agreement.

Such a resolution should
“enable it to be put into real
practice," he said.

| ROK president sworn in,

promises political reforms

SEOUL, Feb 25: Former dis-
sident Kim Dae-jung was sworn
in as South Korea's president
Wednesday, pledging demo-
cratic and economic reforms
and a new relationship with
communist North Korea, re-
ports AP,

The inauguration marked
the first transfer of power to an
opposition party in the turbu-
lent 50 years of South Korea's
history as an independent na-
tion.

“Today is a proud day when a
democratic transition of power
is taking place on this soil for
the first time." Kim said before
some 45,000 invited guests and
common folk at a plaza in front
;Jf the National Assembly build-
ng.

Since its founding in 1948,
South Korea has been governed
by the same conservative polit-
ical groups. And through most
of those years, Kim, 74, was per-
secuted as a dangerous dissi-
dent, an apostle of democracy
in a land of military dictators.

Among the invited guests
were Kim's three immediate
predecessors — Kim Young-sam,
Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-

woo. Chun and Roh, ex-army
generals, seized power in a 1979
coup, arrested the new president
on sedition charges and con-
demned him to death.

Kim was spared after inter-
vention by the United States,
but spent 15 years in prison, ex-
ile and house arrest and sur-
vived what he believes were
three assassination attempts by
the military leaders who
watched as he took the oath of
office Wednesday.

In his acceptance speech,
Kim renewed his promise that
his "government of the people”
will not seek political revenge
and will push demeocracy and a

free market economy hand in
hand.

‘Democracy and the market
economy are two sides of a coin
or two wheels of a cart. If they
were separated, we could never
succeed." he said.

'Some nations that have re-
Jected democracy and accepted
only a market economy have
ended up suffering disastrous
setbacks, as illustrated by Nazi
Germany and militarist
Japan,’ he said.
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Annan briefs Security Council

about accord with Baghdad

| Seizure of Turkish

plane ends with
surrender of

hijacker

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey, Feb
25: The seizure of a Turkish
Airlines plane ended early to-
day when the lone hijacker sur-
rendered, state-run Anatolian
news agency said, reports
Reuters. - v

‘The hijacker ended the in-
cident by surrendering,” Anato-
lian said. The hijacker, who
claimed to have a bomb hidden
in a teddy bear, had demanded
to be flown to Iran.

Officials and witnesses, in-
cluding passengers, said the in-
cident began when the man
seized control late on Tuesday
of a domestic Turkish Airlines
ﬂith. from Adana to the capi-
tal Ankara, and diverted it to
southeastern Turkey.

The hijacker, a man in his
30s, told crew he had hidden a

bomnb inside a teddy bear he was
carrying.

Another Serb war
Crimes suspect
awaits handover

to The Hague

BOSANSKI SAMAC, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Feb 25: A Bosnian
Serb war crimes suspect de-
clared his innocence Tuesday as
he left to surrender to a UN tri-
bunal on charges of helping ter-
rorise non-Serbs into fleeing
Egrthﬂaﬁtﬁl'n Bosnia, reports

"I am not guilty,” Simo Zaric
told The Associated Press in his
lawyer's office in Bosanski
Samac shortly before departing
for The Hague, Netherlands, for
trial.

About 1,000 well-wishers
gathered in the town's main
square to say ﬂgﬂnd—b}re to Zaric
as he drove oft accompanied by
his son and lawyer, escoried by
two Serb police cars. Many were
crying and attempting to shake
Zaric's hand or kiss him,

"Good luck, truth to freedom"
and "See g'ﬂu later this vyear"
read two of many banners. Said
another: "After Hague — Nobel
Peace Prize."

Six Serbs from the north-
eastern town are charged with
deporting non-Serbs in 1992.
Zaric was the head of the town's
police,

The indictment for the
‘Samac Six" alleges they organ-
ised a campaign of terror to
drive non-Serbs out of the
northeastern town, including
setting up of camps where they
tortured, raped and killed in-

b mates.

El Nino's gift! | Indonesian students rally | Castro reelected
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., The quake, centred 12 miles (20 kilometres) southeast of the
farming community of Seddon on the South Island, 50 miles
(80 kilometres) across Cook Strait from Wellington, was felt
throughout the region when it struck at 6.18 am. It occurred 12

miles (20

kilometres) below

the earth's surface. the

spokeswoman said. No other details were available.

IRA activist jailed for 20

IRA activist has been ﬂ

of helping to organ
Heathrow Airport, AP r

Michael Gallagher, 55, was a
can Army's bom of the ai

little damage but achieve

years: an

ed for 20 years after he was convicted
se three mortar attacks on London's
rts from London.

“fixer” in the Irish Republi-
in March 1994, which caused

widespread publicity for the

organisation’'s campaign against British rule in Northern

Ireland.

Hashimoto's
Public su
remain

from Tokyo.

i 7

The British

e

a

crowd in Dublin.

11 girl pop gruup- T.Spic Gi

L .
opularity low:
;l)ort for Prime Minister taro Hashimoto's Cabinet
ow last month, while more than half of eli
voters said they don't support any
according to a newspaper poll published Wedne

gible
particular ﬁg:“ﬂ;;l par:l}r.
y. AP reports

A4 rential rainp b

Nino have caused a giant lake —
the second-largest in Peru in
surface area — to form on the
sands of a northern desert. re-
portis AP.

The lake, dubbed “Lake La
Nina® by newspapers, came to
life this weekend when rains
that began in December caused
two lagoons to merge in the
Sechura desert, 500 miles (BOO
kilometres) northwest of Lima.

During a visit to the lake

+ Monday, President Alberto Fu-

jimori estimated it was 25
miles (40 kilometres) wide and
185 mjlles (300 kiloineters) long.

“This gives people an idea of
how much water ElI Nino has
brought. Look around you and
you see water as far as the eye
can see,” Fujimori said from a
boat on Lake La Nina's brown.
choppy waters.
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JAKARTA. Feb 25: Student
protesters shouted "Replace the
president” and spraypainted a
guvernment billboard Wednes-

dy on a slate university cam-
Pus. Despite a ban on political

rallies. police did not intervene.
reports AP,

About 200 students and sev-
eral faculty members at the
University of Indonesia dem-
onstrated against government
cronyism they say has ag-
gravated the country's worst
economic crisis in decades.

“There's no rule of law
among the people who benefit.”
Hariyadai Dharmanwan, head
of the wuniversity's alumni
group, said through a loud-
speaker. The crowd cheered.

Chanting and raising their

- agaimnst president

i i A t hiicd
fists; protesters also called for
the ouster of President Suh
arto. who 1is almost certain to
win a seventh, five-year term in
elections next month.

In a separate protest, hun-
duharto and his handling of
the economic crisis.

‘Bring downt Suharto,” read a
banner in the peaceful protest
at the prestigious Gajah Mada
University.

Also. six philosophy stu-
dents at Gajah Mada who op-
pose the renomination of
Suharto entered the third day of
a hunger strike.

A special assembly packed
with Suharto supporters will
meet March 1-11 in Jakarta to
elect a new president and his
deputy.
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.rl:-.; Pu-rft}rm Th Point Theatre in : s
land, Tuesday, at the start of their World Tour. The five girls reportedly aim to prove to the

world that they can perform live during this world tour, kicking off with a 6,000 capacity
— AP/UNB photo

Thai govt renews threat to

repatriate 10,000 Karen
refugees to Myanmar

BANGKOK. Feb 25: Thai-
land’'s Interior Ministry re-
newed its threat Tuesday to
forcibly repatriate 10,000 ‘eth-
nic Karen refugees to Myanmar
if they refuse to move to a new
camp deeper inside Thailand,
reports AP.

The threat came one day af-
ter the refugees refused to be
relocated peacefully by the Thai

arr%.
e Thai government said
the move is to protect the
refugees from cross-border at-
tacks from Myanmar and to
stop them from engaging in il-
legal logging in a national
park.

Thai provincial officials
said the refugees don't want to
move even further away from
the villages they had fled.

Refugees said, however, that
the Thai army wants to move
them to a camp that is closer to
areas controlled by the Myan-
mar army, and therefore more
prore Lo attacks,

The provincial official, .who

spoke on condition of
anonymity, said the govern-
ment does not consider the pos-
sible expulsion a violation of
human rights because, as he
claimed, fighting has ceased in-
side Myanmar.

But local residents along the
border said the Myanmar army
and other armed rebel groups
are still fighting in the area,
making it unsafe for the return.

More than 100,000 Karen
and other refugees form Myan-
mar are living in Thailand af-
ter fleeing Myanmar army of-

fensives or %?vemment repres- ,

sion. The Karen have been
fighting for autonomy from the
government in Yangon since
1948.

The Karen and aid workers
have documented human rights
abuses committed by the
Myanmar army against Karen
villagers, including extrajudi-
cial killings, torture, rapes,
forced labour and forced reloca-
tions.

L y r‘ L e I
Tor fifth tef'm
MEXICO CITY, Feb 25; Fidel

Castro grepted his ¢lection tg a
fifth term as Cuban president
by denouncing a new US aid
proposal and criticising Pope
John Paul II's call to ban abor-
tions, reports AP.

Cuba's 601-member parlia-
ment, elected in January,
opened its five-year term on
Tuesday by re-electing the 71-
year-old Castro and other top
members of the Council of
State, or Cabinet.

Castro was the only candi-
date. Indeed, all of the deputies
themselves were elected unchal-
lenged under a Cuban election
system that celebrates unity
over campaign choices.

In a lengthy speech after his
election, Castro denounced a
proposal before the US
Congress that would permit
limited US aid to Cuba — but
only if it were distributed by US
charitable organisations.

Queen’s sister
suffers mild
stroke

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados.
Feb 25: Three weeks into a va-
cation in the Caribbean sun, the

ounger sister of Queen Eliza-
{c{h I1 was hospitalized Tues-
day in Barbados after suffering
a mild stroke at a party, reports
AP.

Princess Margaret, 67, once
a heavy smoker, was in a stable
condition, the palace said.

Buckingham Palace said
Margare
ling, had a stroke Monday night
while being entertained at a
friend's chalet m} the tiny

2 g
ShereShe s A tamily Roltiay
home,

She was treated there and
left the island by plane Tuesday
for Barbados, where she first
visited a private hart clinic,
then was hospitalized for tests.

Wearing a beige dress and
straw hat and holding a match-
ing straw handbag, Margaret
walked unassisted from the
clinic to a car for the short ride
to Bay View Hospital outside

}  Bridgetown.

Saddam likes weapons more than he hates sanctions!

WASHINGTON, Feb -25:
Seven years ago, it looked like
an offer Iragi President Sad-
dam Hussein couldn't refuse:
Cooperate with UN weapons in-
spectors, and a forgiving world
would lift economic sanctions,
enabling him to reap billions

each year from renewed oil "

sales, r AP.

Saddam was aware that the
- alternative almost certainly
was international opprobrium,
the impoverishment of his
people — and possible air
strikes against Iraq for his re-
fusal to abide by his promises to
the United Nations.

As is well known, Saddam
chose not to disarm, and lon
years of sanctions have le
Iraq's economy and its health
care system in ruins. The UN
Children's Fund says one-third

of Iraqi children younger than
5, nearly 1 million youngsters,
are chronically malnourished.

On the plus side, Iraq's deci-
sion this week to allow the re-
turn of UN weapons inspectors
has spared the country the pro-
longed air strikes that Presi-
dent Bill Clinton had been
threatening for weeks.

But the ent reached in
Baghdad by Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan offered little
hope for economic relief. It
noted only that the lifting of
sanctions "is obviously of

aramount importance” to the
raqi people and the Iragi gov-
ernment.

According to analysts, Sad-
dam had withheld full coopera-
tion with UN weapons inspec-
tdrs because to do otherwise was
tantamount to capitulation —

too steep a price to despite
the ﬂnaﬂciarl) rewarcﬁa e w::lr]uld
have received in return for
behaviour. He was determined
to keep at least some forbidden
weapons at all costs,

All this has left Richard But-
ler, the chief UN weapons in-
spector, at a loss.

”Whl]],' does anyone want
these horrible weapons?" he
once asked in an interview,
"What were they to be used on,
or for what purpose? ... Why
would you subject your whole
people to an awful process of
sanctions just to have stuff like
this? Why would you forgo 100
billion dirs worth of oil revenue
— for this?"

Part of the answer can be
found in Saddam's past state-
ments. He has said that in the
post-Soviet era, a new force is

needed to contain the United
States and Israel, and he sees
Iraq as filling that role.
Without such a counter-
weight, he believes these two ri-
vals of Iragq would have un-
recedented freedom to "depart
rom the restrictions that gov-
ern the rest of the world," and
engage in "undisciplined and ir-
responsible behaviour.”

Saddam also believes that
Iraq has a ﬁeﬂ raphical advan-
tage that should not be squan-
dered away. The country that
controls the Gulf and its oil, he
has said, "will maintain its su-
periority as a superpower,
without an equal." Another
strong motivation for keepin
weapons is that Iraq does n
wart to be at the mercy of pow-
erful neighbors, especially Iran.

In addition, a disarmed Iraq
is anathema to Saddam because
it would become virtually irrel-
evant internationally, no
longer a force to be reckoned
with says Anthony Cordesman
of the Center for Strategic In-
ternational Studies.

"He fs a man of incredible
ambition who murdered his
way to power," Cordesman says.
He says a powerful military has
been an obsession of Saddam'’s.
And when UN sanctions de-
prived him of the means of ob-
taining conventional weapons
through trade, he focu on
non-conventional weapons —
nulclear. biological and chemi-
cal,

To Iraq watcher Phebe Marr,
Saddam's actions betray a man
who is intent on not alienating

®
his base of support.

“If he in fact is seen to be to-
tally capitulating, how is that
%:ulin% to play with supporters?

e issue is not money, the is-
sue is keeping himself in

power," she says.

Clinton said last week that,
by digging in his heels, Saddam
has deprived his countrymen of
110 billion dirs in oil revenues
since 1991.

Clinton said the sanctions
have served a useful purpose:
"Imagine how much stronger
his armed forces would be to-
day, how many more weapons
of mass destruction operations
he would have hidden around
the country if he had been able
to spend even a small fraction
of that amount for a military
rebuilding.
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JERUSALEM: Israel's married women must be home by
midnight a panel of rabbis has declared, reports AP.

The ruling was handed down by the rabbinical court, in
Haifa, as it approved a divorce suit from a husband who said his
wife was in the habit of frequenting singles’ bars and staying
out until the morning,

"But he is sleeping with other women," the wife protested.

This too was "insufferable,” the rabbis conceded, but they
insisted it is the wife who must be home by midnight, the news-
paper Yediot Ahronot reported Tuesday.

In Israel, there is no civil marriage or divorce and Jews
seeking a divorce have to apply to a rabbinical court even if they
are not religious.

'Titanic' not fit for
tranquil society!

SINGAPORE: Elsewhere in Southeast Asia, economies are
melting down, forest fires in Indonesia threaten the region, and
planes crash too often for comfort, reports AP.

But in small and affluent Singapore, the latest frenzy is over
censors' deletion of a nude scene from the US-made, global
mega-hit Titanic'.

An ongoing public debate in the leading Straits Times daily
has been raging around the following issue: does the deletion of

14 seconds of lilm showing Kate Winslet's bar breasts spoil the

rience of watching the movie?.

Well known for its strict laws on littering, smoking and
jaywalking, this rich city-state of 3 million also takes a serious
attitude on the influence of the art and entertainment industry.

All movies coming into Singapore are screened and licensed
by the Board of Film Censors %EFC]. whether they are intended
for public distribution or imported for individual use. In teams
of two, censors decide whether to approve, cut, or altogether ban
a movie.

Exempted are educational, training, sport and children’'s
films, as well as US and British movies made prior to 1966.

Known for their respect of law, Singaporeans usually don't
make much fuss about daily interventions by the government
into what they may see, read and hear.

But the BFC's intervention in 'titanic’ has stirred a rare
commotion in this otherwise tranquil society.

Moviegoers did not question the need for the existence of
censorship. Instead, they defended the nude scene as "necessary”
for the portrayal of a young woman who betrays her class for
freedom and love."

"Her nude scene was crucial and con a real sense of the
character being able for the first time to let go, do what she
wanted and not what was expected of her,” said local entertainer
Hamish Brown, in a letter that sparkled the debate.

'‘Bette Midler, a blue and white Persian cat with a coupe
de lion haircut, is combed during a media preview for the
14th International Cat Show Tuesday, in New York. The
show will be held on Saturday, and Sunday at Madison

Square Garden. — AP/UNB photo




