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PM calls for int'l cooperatioh

in forecasting cyclone

The Panel on Tropical Cy-
clone of World Meteorological
Organisation and ESCAP began
a week-long session in the city
yesterday to finalise ement
to promote coordination for ef-
fective pre-warning services to
reduce losses caused by natural
calamities, reports UNB.

Besides the representatives
from WMO, EC and ESCAP, ex-
perts from Germany, India,
Pakistan, Thailand, Sri Lanka,
Oman, Maldives and Bangla-
desh are taking part in the 25th
session of the Panel in Dhaka.

Inaugurating the session at
the International Conference
Centre in the morning, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called
for international cooperation
in forecasting cyclone to reduce
the loss of lives and property.

The Prime Minister said cy-
clones and other weather pat-
terns are constantly on the
move and can travel hundreds
of kilometers in a day. There-
fore, international cooperation
is vital for exchange of weather
information across the globe.

"The Panel is a very special
kind of regional platform to

promote and coordinate this
type of activities to observe,
monitor, understand, predict

and protect the atmosphere,”
she agded.

She said, "Our efforts to im-
prove the quality of life will be

Attack on Swapan’s
Shahjadpur house

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 24: Gun-
men attacked the house of
newly appointed Deputy Minis-
ter for Commerce and Indus-
tries Hasibur Rahman Swapan
at Shahjadpur Bazar in Shah-
jadpur and exploded crackers
indiscriminately today, reports
UNB. |

Police said the unidentified
miscreants attacked Swapan's

house at about 8 pm and ex-
ploded crackers inside it.
During the incident, the

panic-stricken shop owners of
the Bazar kept the shutters
down.

Swapan blamed BNP and its
front organisations for the at-
tack. BNP, however, denied the
allegation.

closely inter-linked with our
success in strengthening the
MetmmluFlcal Department and
weather urecastingl systems.
This will reduce the loss of hu-
man lives and material
sources.”

It will also help us in mak-
ing advance planning in agri-
culture, irrigation, cropping

attern, afforestation and re-
ated matters, she added.

Describing the meteorologi-
cal satellite as the magic eye,
Hasina said super computers
and highly sophisticated nu-
merical analysis increased the
accuracy of forecasts.

The weather radars help to
closely monitor a cyclone, she
said, adding that it also helps
updating the forecast for the
place and time of its landfall.
“All these help us in making
advance and accurate weather
forecasting, alerting people and

reducing losses."
The World Meteorological

Organisation (WMO] represen-
tative Eisa Hossain Al-Majed
and ESCAP representatives C
Ertuna also addressed the inau-
gural session.

re-

' JCD to gherao
BTV Bhaban

today

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), the student wing of BNP,
will gherao the BTV Bhaban at
Rampura in the city at 11 am
today to protest, what it called.
"distorted presentation of the
Shaheed Minar incident" on
BTV.

JCD blamed the activists of
BCL and Awami League for the
act of vandalism at the Central
Shaheed Minar on Saturday in
the presence of BNP Chief Be-
gum Khaleda Zia.

Sharp reaction
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103 deputy secretaries.

There are vacancies in five
posts of secretaries, 13 addi-
tional secretaries, 30 joint-sec-
retaries and over 100 deputy
secretaries. T AT

The rest of the recommended
positions will be filled up soon
when the SSB meets again,
likely to be on March 1.

is was the first en masse
promotions since 1992,

BCS-Prokrichi leaders after
their meeting at the Institution
of Engineers on Monday said
the promotions would further
affect the parity between differ-
ent cadres.

The meeting chaired by M A
K Azad observed that it followed
the precedence of one sided
promotions although there are
no fixed criterion to fill vacan-
cies in the posts of deputy secre-
tary to secretary from one par-
ticular cadres only.

An official, preferring
anun%mity, belonging to the
erstwhile CSS cadre, said they
want restoration of the weigh-
tage of three years that they got
over the EPCS and EPSS offi-
cers during their induction into
the SSP as deputy secretary in
1981 and 1983,

On those dates CSS officers
of upto 1970 batch and EPCS/
EPSS officers of up to 1967
batch only were inducted into
the SSP, he said.
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Indian CEC lauds
election laws

in Bangladesh

From a Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Feb 24: India’s
Chief Election Commissioner
M S Gill today lauded the elec-
tion laws of Bangladesh and
said India has learnt a lot from
the neighbouring country.

Expressing this view to
Chairman of Bangladesh's Fair
Election Monitoring Alliance
(FEMA) Fakhruddin Ahmed,
who is now here to see the pro-
cess of parliamentary elections,
Gill said India and Bangladesh
have a lot of commonalties and

'so much to learn from each
other."

Referring to Bangladesh's
law for holding by-election
within 90 days, Gill said the
Election Commission's pro-
posal to the government to
amend the representation of
People Act of 1951 by reducing
the time for conducting by-elec-
tions from two years to six
months had been carried out.

Nearly two weeks back, Gill
had suggested a "temporary and
absolutely neutral caretaker
government” at the state-level
in the run-up to the election in
India in the pattern of
Bangladesh. saying such an ar-
rangement would provide level-
playing fields for all political
parties in the electoral battle
and stop accusations by non-
ruling parties of bias.

AL leaders meet

From page 1.

There was speculation that a
detailed discussion on 'expan-
sion of the consensus govern-
ment would took place at the
meeting. But the leaders ended
the meeting briefly, expressing
Frlef at the death of a former AL
egislator, Mosleuddin Bhui-
yan.
Bhuiyan, an elderly AL
leader and former president of
Narshingdi district Awami
League, died in the city yester-

iy,

PM

From page 1

On the privatisation process,
the Prime Minister said the
government has taken a step to
use the land of public sector
mills and factories as indus-
trial plots.

The mills will also be
handed over to the workers, If
they want to take those on co-
operative basis, they will be
given priority. "We are getting
response from the investors in
this regard.”

About the government
commitment to alleviate
poverty, the Prime Minister
said steps have been taken to
improve the economic condi-
tion of the people and
strf{{}ﬁthen the rural economy.

en asked about the ar-
senic contamination, city traf-
fic congestion and unemploy-
ment problems, the Prime
Minister said the government
has taken special measures to
deal with arsenic contamina-
tion.

She said the government has
plan to construct ring road
around the capital, fly overs at
different points and mono-rail
Lo ease the city's traffic situa-
tion.

The editors in the meeting
raised various problems of the
newspaper industry including
the low rate of government
sponsored advertisement,
availability of newsprint and

abuse of criminal law in ﬂliﬂ%
defamation case against t

Jjournalists.
A special reference was made

 —

with editors

to the filing of a case by the
Speaker against the editor of an
English weekly of the country.

e issue of Chittagong Port,
foreign direct investment in the
gas sector, controversial inci-
dent at the Shaheed Minar also
came up in the discussion.

On the question of power
problem, she said the govern-
ment has taken various steps to
solve the long felt problem. The
government is setting up small
power generating CP ants and
opened up the field to the pri-
vate sector for early solution.

Prof MA Munim of the
Bangladesh Observer, Barrister
Moinul Husein of Ittefaq,
Shahed Ahmed of Ajker
Enauttlah Khan of U
Atikullah Khan Masud of
Janakantha, Reazuddin Ahmed
and Moazzem Hossain of Fi-
nancial ress, Mahfuz Anam
of The Daily Star, KG Mustafa
of Muktakantha and Mizanur
Rahman Mizan of Khabar took
part in the discussion.

M Anisuzzaman of BSS,
Mahbubul Alam of Indepen-
dent, Toab Khan of Janakan-
tha, Muzaffar Hossain Paltu of
Dainik Musafir, Bazlur Rah-
man of Sangbad, Abul Asad of
Sangram, MR Akhtar Mukul of
Provat were present,

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed, Informa-
tion Secretary M Akmal Hos-
sain, Press Secretary to the
Prime Minister Jawadul Karim
and Principal Information Of-

ficer Mogbul Hossain were also
present.
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Nar1 Samaj
concerned at
violence against

women, children
By Staff Correspondent

Sammilito Nari Samaj in a
statement yesterday expressed
grave concern at the regular re-
ports of violence against
women and children and the
inability of the authorities to
ensure immediate follow up.

Three convenors of the
Sammilito Nari Samaj Naila
Khan, Shaheen Anam and He-
len Rahman in their statement
mentioned that "Of special con-
cern are the two cases reporied
in national dailies yesterday.
One is the case of Shahnaz Be-
Eum, allegedly beaten and set on

re by her husband Zahurul
Haq. The other is the report on

the maid, allegedly raped by the

son of the family she works for

at Mohammadpur thana and

hhﬂ’l" subsequent torture on
er.

"Nari Samaj questions why
no arrest have been reported
since the identity of the accused
in both the cases are well
known to the police. It also de-
mands that reports of the con-
cerned authorities be made
public,” the statement added.

Siege, hartal at
Ctg Port won’t be
allowed without
prior notice

CHITTAGONG, Feb 24: A
meeting of the advisory council
of the Chittagong Port here to-
day unanimously decided not to
allow any organisation or
agency to enforce an¥ kind of
agitation programime like siege
and hartal at Chittagong Port
without prior notice, reports
BSS.

Held at the port Rest House
with Shipping Minister ASM
Abdur Rob in the chair, the
meeting also decided to resist
all sorts of conspiracy against
Chittagong Port and to form a
powerful coordination commit-
tee comprising representatives
from the Port Authority and
port users to resolve day-to-day
problems of the port.

Indian film star Mamata Kulkarni performing at a charity
show at a city hotel yesterday evening.

— Star photo

Over 1m drug addicts

in Bangladesh

The overall illegal dru
business in the world involve
400 billion US dollars annually
which is 8 per cent of the total
world trade, reports UNB.

This was revealed in a report
of International Narcotics Con-
trol Board for the year '97,

David E Lockwood. UN Resi-
dent Coordinator in
Bangladesh, presented the re-
port at a workshop on 'National
Precursor Control Policy For-
mulation in Bangladesh' at a
city hotel yesterday.

The report revealed that
there are more than 190 mil-
lion drug addicts all over the
world, The number in
Bangladesh is over one million.

The report said Cannabis
tops the list of drugs used
throughout the world.

‘Bangladesh is also being
turned into a drug consuming
country where drug is easily
available and more and more
people becoming drug addicts,”
it said.

It also said: Illicit opium
poppy . cultivation, opium pro-
duction, heroin manufacture
and traflicking remain a major
problem in South-East Asia,
particularly in Myanmar.

Although the number of
opium abusers is falling in
South-East Asia, the abuse of

heroin is on the rise. the report
disclosed.

Heroin is smuggled into In-
dia out of Pakistan and to a
lesser extent, out of Myanmar:
Buprenorphine and cough
syrups containing codeine are
smuggled out of India. the
manulacturing country, into
Bangladesh and Nepal; and the
abuse of those products has con-
tinued in India, as well as in
Bangladesh and Nepal.

It said the spread of HIV in-
fection among injecting drug
abusers is of particular concern
in Vietnam and parts of Myan-
mar which -is alarming for

Ba{%adesh.
e workshop was jointly

organised by INCB, United Na-
tions Information Centre
(UNIC), United Nations Interna-
tional Dru Control Pro-
gramme (UNDCP) and Depart-
ment of Narcotics Control
(DNC).

Presided over by M Katebur
Rahman, ADG of DNC, it was
addressed by Md Abul Kalam
Azad, jninl secret of ERD, Dr
D C Jayasuriya, Coordinator,
Regional Precursor Control
Project for South and South-
west Asia, Khondaker A Hafiz,
coordinator, UNDCP,
Bangladesh and Kazi Ali Reza
Raju.
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! officials of the Drug Adm
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examining papers and log book of the factory, and machinery used for producing the drug.

— Star photo

464 ampoules of pethidine seized

. From page 1
found three people putting la-
bels on the amp-nuleg. We ga]an
found a huge quantity of empty
ampoules in separate packets.”

When company officials
were asked to show papers, they
failed to produce any valid doc-
ument. "We have been producing
the drugs on trial basis to check
if the drug manufacturing de-
vices were working properly. We
had some raw materials in the
stock so we decided to use those
for test purposes,” said Mah-
bubur Rahman, one of the com-
pany officials,

But the company had no li-
cence to manufacture or sell tﬂi:
drug, Drug Administration offi-

| cials said.

In the meantime, two teams
of intelligence officials from

" the Delpartmenl of Narcotics

Control (DNC)] arrived there
along with a police force. They
asked the company officials to

produce manufacturing licence
of the drug. But they failed to
produce any paper. r check-

ing the log book of the factory,
the DNC officials said they were
convinced that the company
was involved in the illegal pro-
duction of the drug for quite
some time. The drug has a great
demand in the black market.

‘We are now sure that they
have stock of more of the drugs
in the factory,” said Mahfuzur
Rahman, Assistant Director
(Executive) of DNC,

The DNC officials asked for
the key of the from the

. company officials but they said
bl 2

they no on the door was
sealed. The DNC officials then

asked the security nﬁ]c?"l ufdlhc
com to break e door
of the godowti.. But he declinen

Ultimately, after about two
hours, the lock of the door was
broken, officials of the DNC
Eu'm;lj the Drug Administration
said.

According to Drug Adminis-
tration officials, the company
had a stock of at least 10 kilo-

ams of raw materials to -
uce at least 40,000

No case was filed till filing of
this report last night.

Khaleda to visit
3 northern dists
from March 3

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia wifl' begin a three-
day visit to three northern dis-
tricts from March 3, said a
party press release last night.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Zia is
scheduled to address the 42nd
conference of the Institution of
Engineers, B adesh (IEB) in
Rajshahi city on March 3. She
will also visit Gaibandha and
Naogaon on March 4 and 5 re-
spectively and address public
rallies and the party workers in
the two districts.

The Opposition Leader will
leave Dhaka for her planned
tour on March 3.

Earlier, two BNP lawmakers
from the northern districts
joined the government, raising
speculation of similar moves by
some other BNP MPs from the
area.

PDB starts talks
with AES for

power purchase
agreement

Negotiations for finalising a
22-year r purchase agree-
ment (PPA) between the Power
Development Board (PDB) and
AES Transpower Ltd of the USA

e city yesterday, re-
ports BSS,

The agreement is being dis-
cussed to bugﬁgl:tmcity from

the rDBoaed MW Combined
Cycﬂ: ower Plant, a private

power project to be imple-
mented at an estimated cost of
200 millilon US dollar at
Haripur near Dhaka by the US

| | company

PDB chairman Nuruddin M
Kamal and Director of AES
Transpower Gary M Jungers led
their respective sides.

Tom West, Legal Advisor to
the Power Cell, Martin G David,
Advisor to the AES and Scott
Kickers, Project Development
Manager of were also pre-
sent, during the negotiations.

DCC body meet

From page |
to be implemented. And also
why the coordination meeting
did not take place in due time.

The ninth meeting would
discuss and decide, among other
things, removal of the illegal
truck stand from the Dholai
Khal area, leasing out of land
for the construction of bus de-
pots for private bus services at
three sites of the city, different
development related work sug-
gestcd by Dr HBM Igbal, MP of

haka-10 constituency, prob-
lems related to slums in the
city, T&T's cable relocation due
to construction of Bangabazar-
Gulistan Hawkers Market and
damage to T&T's cables due to
Dhanmondi Lake development
work, Eastern Bypass

logging in the city.

walter

All accused
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parts of the world, while ma-
Jjority still remained untraced.

About the case of Lt. Col
(retd) Abdul Aziz Pasha, who
has been given asiylum in Zim-
babwe, the official said
Bangladesh has lodged strong
Ernt:st with authorities there,

¢ said UNHCR has suggested
the Zimbabwean authorities to
extend refugee status to Pasha.
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to South ca recently
went to Harare to register a
protest to the decision of the
government of Zimbabwe.

Regarding Capt (retd) Kismat
Hashem and Capt. (retd) Naz-
mul Hossain Ansar, the official
said "we have brought to the no-
tice of the Canadian citizenshi
through misrepresentation n}?
facts.” :

"We are in touch with the
Canadian authorities and the
matter is being looked into" he
said adding if found that the ac-
cused got citizenship by sup-

ressing facts, it is most lik
hat their citizenship will be
annulled.

Meanwhile, Maj (retd) Bazlul
Huda, an accused in the Banga-
bandhu Murder Case, is now
standing trial in Bangkok after
being arrested on charge of
shoplifting. Government is try-
ing to bring him back.

Efforts are underway to
track down those who auﬁ re-
mained untraced. It is believed
that most of these J)euplc are
hiding in Europe and always on
the move from one country to
another to evade arrest by In-
terpol. Interpol, at the request
of Bangladesh has issued red
corner alert notice throughout
the world for tlt'l;l:: nine abscond-

accused in the Bangabandhu
i!ﬂﬁrdcr Case, the official said.

He said Libya assured

adesh that it would not al-
low Lt. Col (retd) Khandakar
Abdur Rashid, to enter that
country. Bangladesh has on
several occasions registered its
protest with Libya for their past
dealings with the accused -

-sons in the Bangabandhu Mur-

der Case.

The absconding accused in-
cluded Lt. Col (retd) Shariful
Haq Dalim, Lt. Col (retd) SH M
Noor Chowdhury, Lt Col (retd)
M Rasheed Chowdhury and
Risaldar (retd) Moslehuddin.

T T

BARC seminar on_oilseeds

Scientists to look for

oil from rice bran

By Staff Correspondent

The country spends over
Taka 1,000 crore every year
only to meet the import bill for
edible oil although it has enor-
mous Frnspects for increasing
oil production.

Against this backdrop, the
country's leading agronomists,
scientists and marketing ex-
perts put their heads together
yesterday to finalise a set of
recommendations for increas-
oilseed production and less-

dependence on imports.
A two-day national seminar
on "Potential of Research, Ex-
tension and Marketing of
Oilseeds in Bangladesh” began
at the auditorium of
Bangladesh Agriculture Re-
search Council (BARC) in the
city yesterday. The Directorate
of ricultural Marketing
(DAM) organised the seminar.

Inaugurating the seminar,
Agriculture and Food Minister
Begum Matia Chowdhury un-
derscored the need for evolvin
high-yielding varieties (HYVs
and 'short-duration crops.” "If
our scientists can do this, we
will be able to make a break-
through in oilseed production,”
said the minister.

Matia Chowdhury sought
answer from scientists as to
w.l!.r*h}},:l no home-grown "easy
technology”" has yet been
evolved to extract oil from rice
bran. "Paddy grows thrice a

in
€1

year in this country and we can

get oil from rice bran. What

made you refrain from explor-

ing this area over the years?”

She said there will be no use

holding seminars just to main-
tain a routine unless "you set a

target for yourselves and strive
for achievements."

After the minister finished
her speech., BARC Executive
Chairman Dr Zahurul Karim,
who was presiding over the in-
augural session of the seminar,
stood up on the dais and said, "I
hope | will be able to search out
research ‘papers on rice bran by
late Prof A Karim and defi-
nitely the seminar will look
into the prospect for extracting
oil from rice bran."

Director General of
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Institute (BARI) Dr MA
Mazed, Director of the Direc-
torate of Agricultural Market-
ing (DAM) Md Mominul Haq
and DAM's Project Director,
Crop Diversification Pro-

gramme (CDP) MM Anwar Hos-
sain also spoke at the openin
session, followed by a technic
session yesterday evening.
Speakers at the seminar
said, against a recommended
dose of 35 grams oil intake per
person per day, people in the
country can have only 11
grams. Due to population
growth, per capita oil produc-
tion is now under a negative

growth rate, theyisair;L
WB assistance

From page 1
ways and feeder roads, to con-

struct 55 km Nalka-Hatikam-
rul-Banpara road, to repair
100-km long national and
other internal road.

The money would also in-
volve repair works of some

bridges, culverts and expansion
of roads.

From page 1
Kuwait.

"The lifting of the sanctions
is not in my hands, this is an
issue for the (UN Security)
Council. But there is a reference
in the document to that issue,”
said Annan.

Annan said he hoped to 'ac-
celerate the process' of disarm-
ing Iraq, so that "we will be
mmﬁ light at the end of the
tunnel.”

Annan recently convinced
the UN Security Council to al-
low Irat1 to double crude sales to
5.2 million dollars every six
months.

Following the UN-Iraq ac-
cord, oil prices on the London
market fell by 50 cents a barrel,
with North Sea brent trading at
14.18 dollars.

Russia, which steadfastl
opposed military action, wil
work with the United States to
draft a UN Security Council
resolution on Iraq, the Kremlin
announced according to the In-
terfax news agency.

Kuwait — the only Gulf
monarchy to give the United

States permission to use its ter-
ritory to launch air strikes —

was ;

e are hapgjécthat such an
agreement has n signed be-
cause it spares the region from
the of a confrontation,"
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah said.

In Iran's first reaction to the
agreement, state radio de-
scribed the accord as a 'precious
diplomatic victory and a turn-

point in the 50-year history
of the United Nations."

Promotion

By Staff Correspondent

Iktedar Ahmed, Director of
the Judicial Administration
Training Institute, has been
promoted as district and ses-
sions judge and posted as Judge
of the Special Court for Repres-
sion st Women and Chil-
dren, Comilla, official sources

Clinton warns Iraq_

Saudi Arabia also voiced
satisfaction, and Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat said the
pact would help revive the
stalled Middle East peace pro-
cess.
In Baghdad, Iraq's state-run
media trumpeted the nt
as a defeat for the 'law of the
jungle’ of the United States.

d on the streets of Bagh-
dad, Iraqis breathed a measured
sigh of relief after four months
ol steadily rising tensions. "We
can finally breathe," exclaimed
Kassem el Jabar, 50, who
sells antique coins on a Bagh-
dad sidewalk.

UP govt

From page 1
disturbance during the special
session of the Assembly.

The warning resumed signif-
icance in the backdrop of un-
precedented bedlam witnessed
in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
during the confidence vote
sought by Kalyan Singh on Oc-
tober 21 last year after Bahujan
Samaj P had pulled out of a
coalition with BJP and with-
drew support to Singh.

Jagadambika Pal's Special
Leave Petition before the afu:x
court contended that the High
Court was in "error in staying
the order of the Governor with-
out giving any reason for such a
stay.”

According to Article 163 (2)
of the Indian Constitution, the
Governor has absolute discre-
tion while taking a decision
with respect who :nllnys major-
ity in the assembly for lj:nuz'pu::us.u:
of effective exercise of demo-
cratic norms in heading a gov-
ernment, the petition said.

Meanwhile, BJP leader Atal
Behari Vajpayee met President
K R Narayanan today and
him to remove Uttar Pradesh
Governor Romesh Bhandari.
Vajpayee said the President did
not require the consent of the
federal cabinet to call back
Bhandari who had dismissed
the BJP-led ministry in Uttar
Pradesh and installed a non-
BJP government headed by Ja-
gadambika Pal.

Jﬁartnership

From page 1

Ever since, the government
is offering Mobil-Petronas
block 11 (along with Tullow).
But the joint venture, which is
follo a wait-and-see policy,
insisted on working in bot
blocks 9 and 11 with Tullow.

Meanwhile, Tullow chief
Aidan Heavey in an interview
with AFX news, London, earl
this month ressed his confi-
dence that Tullow would get at
least 50 per cent of the equity in
block 9 while it would get block
11 all alone.

Expressing hopes that the
share price of Tullow in Ireland
and London would shoot at
least three to four times when
the block negotiations would be
completed. Aidan leavey said
that Tullow intended to drill
two wells in block 9 this year,
four to six wells in 1999 and two
in the following year.

Commenting on the work
plan of Tullow, which has been
repeatedly termed an 'over am-
bitious' plan by ind dent

s, a Petrobangla senior
official said that the plan was
realistic and that was why the

vernment wanted Tullow in
ese blocks.

Asked whether any foreign
company, under any Produc-
tion Sharing Contract (PSC),
had ever drilled so many ex-

]

with Tullow

ploratory wells in such a short
time, thcdt;.l:'lﬂc:ial 5&;:;1 that b?:n
compan so in past but
it was nﬂt impossible to drill 10
wells in three . "It's a mat-
ter of commitment and finan-
cial capability,” he said.

If both the blocks 9 and 11
are given to Tullow to develop, a
company having 5.8 million
Irish pound turnover in 1996,
Tullow will have to drill about
20 wells in the next three years.
The cost this will be around
about 120 million US dollars.

"We are aware of the cost in-
volvement and Tullow's ability.
Of course, Tullow will have to
furnish the full bank guarantee
before signing.-the .M it is
unable to provide the guarantee,
no agreement will take place,”
the official said. “We have not
yet asked for the full bank
guarantee from Tullow.”

The decisions regardin
blocks 9 and 11 remain cru
to the block negotiation pro-
cess. The negotiators have dis-
cussed with various fﬂrcm
com es about the 12

but %‘uumm
ing any so far remains con-

fined to primary selection of .
different companies for differ-
ent blocks. The actual negotia-
tions, which will ensure
Bangladesh's interest, have not

yet begun.



