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Soccer trials

Sports Reporter

The zonal trials of the un-
der-14 footballers concluded in
four zones — Barisal, Comilla,
Pabna and Nilphamari yester-

Eighteen players from each
zone have been primarily se-
lected for the final phase. To
choose 30 to 35 booters for the
final camp from the primary
selections, a mini tournament
will be held at the M r Sta-
dium from February 25. After
the robin leaegue. top two teams
will qualify for the March 3 fi-

nal.
Following is the fixture of

the mini tournament:

Feb 25 Pabna vs Barisal (7
am)

Comilla vs
Nilphamari (9 am)
Pabna vs
Nilphamari (7 am)
Comilla vs Barisal (9
am)

Nilphamari vs
Barisal (7 am)
Pabna vs Comilla (9
am)

March 3 Final.

Rajshahi

badminton

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Feb 24: The five-
day long badminton competi-
tion, organised by Rajshahi
Badminton Samity, concluded
at the local gymnasium here to-

Feb 27

March 1

l:"uI]u ing are the winners in
the four difierent age categories:
Men's

Champion: Jakir Hossain
Runner-up: Ariful.

Men's doubles

Champions: Ariful and
Mizanur

Runners-up: Jakir and Khalid
Women's singles

Champion: Nasrin Nurani
Runn::urr-llép: Nasrin Nurani
Boys' er-18 singles
Champion: Mizanur Rahman
R:mmer-l.ﬂx Mushtaque Ahmed
Boys' under-18 doubles
Champions: Mizanur Rahman
and Mushfique

Runners-up: Jamil and Masud
Boys' under-14 singles
Champion: Sabbir Ahmed
Runner-up: Masud Parvez
Boys' under-14 doubles
Champions: Sabbir and Enayet
Runners-up: Ragibul and
Saghir.

Greg lifts Euro

Community title

ANTWERP, Belgium, Feb 24 :
Greg Rusedski, who will be one
of the favourites in the ATP's
new London event next week,
gut a pre-tournament boost

unday when he won his first
title in five months by defeating
defending champion Marc Ros-
set of Switzerland 7-6, 3-6, 6-1,
6-4 in the final of the one mil-
lion dollar European Commu-
nity championship here, re-
ports AFP.

The 24-year-old ninth-
ranked British player. who last
won a title in Basel. Switzer-

land last October has now won
six events during his career.

Scene from the fourth round of the United Insurance International Masters' tournament

at NSC chess room yesterday.

—Star photo

Raktim reddens Reefat

Raktim Banarjee
took the solo lead
in the United In-
surance Interna-
tional Masters'
chess tournament
when the unher
alded Indian recorded his
fourth consecutive victory at
the expense of [M Reefat-bin
Sattar at the NSC chess room
yesterday.

Raktim, playing with white,
adopted the Retty Opening to
earn resignation from his more
illustrious Bangladeshi oppo-
nent after 55 moves. With this
win Raktim saddled on the
driver's seat with full points.

Sports Reporter

On a day, when upsets were
in order, Vietnamese IM Nguyen
Anh Dung lost his first half-
points after three successive
wins when young Enamul Hos-
sain Rajib forced the highest
rated player in the invitational
tourney to settle for a draw.

Pla}ring] with black, Rajib,
successfully adopted the all-
familiar Sicilian Defence to up-
set Nguyen's applecart.

With this creditable draw,
the youngster, who won the na-
tional championship this year,
shares the second position with
Nguyen and Indian duo of IMB
Romesh and PVS Girinath, all
having collected three and a

half points.

IM Romesh, seeded second in
the meet, returned to winning
ways after a disappointing draw
in the previous round when he
defeated Abdullah-al Rakib af-
ter 42 moves. His compatriot
Girinath, Bla‘ymg in the line of
Dutch efence, subdued
Tayebur Rahman after 56
Imoves.

But the war of wits still re-
main wide open as six lpla}rers e
Rezaul Haq, Hasibul Hasan,
Ruhul Kabir, Amir Hossain,
Arifuzzaman and Aminul lIs-
lamm — closely trailing the table
leaders, have each collected
three points.

i

Fate fells

1| NEW DELHI, Feb
' 24, The lethal
blow to his head
in the match at
Dhaka was a cruel
destruction of a
cricketer who still
nurtured aspirations of a
comeback to the National team.

It was the Dhaka | e that

ve Lamba a chance to keep his

i 2 2

‘Jove for the game alive. "] am

the Don of Dhaka" he would say
everytime on return, obviously
in reference to his batting ex-
ploits. No one could have
imagined that the 'Don’ would
meet his end at the very same
Dhaka.

[ronically, Lamba was the
one who always used to tell his
coll es about the im ce
of wearing a helmet while
fielding in close-catching. posi-
tions or batting. As it tran-
spired, Lamba had moved up to
the forward short-leg position
that fateful day in Dhaka just
for that one delivery. Why, he
had even signalled ]?gar the hel-
met. The man to accompany
him to the hospital and spend

———— e e

S Notice of Tender

Military Engineer Services
Applications are invited by AHQ, QMG's Br, DW

& CE (Army), Dhaka Cantt for issue of tender
documents for the following works separately:

a) Constr of CWC incl internal /external services
at Momenshahi Cantt (2 storey with 2 storied

foundation).

b) Constr of 1xlavel crossing south side of
Khairtala Bazar and Cantt Railway Station

at Jessore Cantt.
C)

Constr of 4th floor over existing 3rd floor SM |

Bk incl internal/external services at Dhaka

Cantt.

Eligible contractors may apply for tender
documents as per MES Regulations. Interested MES
enlisted ‘B’ & 'C' class contractors may apply

Vijay Lokapally

an anxious night happened to
be his former Delhi colleague,
Sanjeev Sharma, who had come
to watch the match. "It is the
greatest tragedy 1 have experi-
enced.”” said Sanjeev from
Dhaka.

As news trickled into the
Capital on Sunday evening,
first of Lamba having slipped
into a deep coma and then of his
death -though the doctors at
Dhaka kept him clinically
alive till Monday afternoon - it
was difficult to accept that the
jovial Delhi opener was no
more. Full of zest for the game,

“at his age of 38, Lamba was the

type who would never give up.
This time, though. the urge to
continue was not within his
control.

Eternal optimist -

-"Runs 1 am going to make,
then we shall see,” used to be his
refrain everytime the topic of
the Indian team selection came
up. He was an eternal optimist.
Yet, 11 years ago, Lamba had
come very close to quitting. At
the end of a Ranji Trophy
match at the Roshanara
ground. he had said "prepare my
relirement news. What is the
point when no one cares despite
the amount of runs | have been
srnrin%-” When pursued to re-
think, he had nodded. The same
evening he was picked to open
for India against the West In-
dies in the Test at Delhi.

He achieved nothing by way
of glory in that comeback Test
and the failure hurt him. He
went to Pakistan in 1989 and
again did little of note, a toe in-
jury aggravating his agony. He
was greatly upset when some
critics accused him of 'sham-
ming'. That hurt him more but
he became stronger in his re-
solve. His desire to play just
once more for India kept him
on in [first-class cricket at
home.

Lamba prided himself in
being a professional. Cricket 10
him was lile. Atnong the lirst to
report for nets . among the first
to report for match; and among
the fittest. Lamba always be-
lieved in competing with the

a jovial Delhi opener

room. he was known as a
forthright person. He cared for
the youngsters in the team and
would be livid if anyone showed
any casualness. He commanded
respect from his mates and ad-
versaries alike.

Not many would know he
had a tremendous passion for
football. He followed the game
closely and had quite a few
‘football friends in England
and Ireland. He would often
play with the regulars in college
to keep fit and in the later years
maintained his love for the
game even though he did not get
the opportunities to show his
ware as "a tough midfielder” as
he would say.

Since making his first-class
debut in 1978-79 for the Indian
Colts team against the West In-
dies at Pune, Lamba had secored
30 centuries including 21 in
Ranji Trophy. His 312 against
Himachal Pradesh in 1994-95
is the highest by any Delhi
batsman in Ranji Trophy and
his 320 against West Zone at
Bhilai in the Duleep Trophy fi-
nal in 1986-87 is his career-
best and also the highest by any
batsman in the tournament.
Only last season he became the
highest run-getter in a single
Ranji Trophy season with a
tally of 1034 runs from 14 in-
nings at an average of 73.86.

In four Tests, Lamba scored
102 runs and in 32 one-day In-
ternationals he made 782 runs
with a highest of 102 against
Australia at Rajkot in Septem-
ber, 1986,

Statistics can never really
describe Raman Lamba; his ap-
Fetitt' for runs. his tremendous
eliel in his own ability - no
madlter critics might point out
technical inadequacies - and
his will to suc at the highest
level. He always dressed young,
thought young and played
voung. Alas. he died young!

Courtesy: The Hindu

Bhilioneuss
upsets Chang's

cremated

Star Sports Monitor

Raman Lamba was cremated
in New Delhi yesterday. The
ceremony was attended In-
dia’s past and present cricket-
ing stars along with a host of
admirers and high-ups.

Former players Bishen
Singh Bedi, Madan Lal and
Yaspal Sharma were also pre-
sent on the occasion. Jim
Flavin, the Irish ambassador to
India, Btal{lEd beside Lamba's
Irish wife Kim and the bereaved
family members when the cer-
emony was taking place.

The swashbuckling opener,
who played four Tests and 32
one-day internationals in
eighties, had acquired Irish na-
tionality.

Lamba, 38, died of severe
brain injury after being struck
on the head by the ball while
fielding at short-leg without a
helmet during a match between
Abahani Krira Chakra and
Mohammedan Sporting Club
on February 20.

After having been in a state
of coma for 48 hours he was de-
clared dead on February 23 af-
ternoon. His body was flown to
Delhi early in the night in
British Airways flight.

Meanwhile, before the start
of three-day match between
Australia and Bombay, both
teams observed a two-minute
silence in memory of Lamba.

More mourn
Lamba's death

Sports Reporter

Many more sports federa-
tions and clubs yesterday con-
doled the premature death of
Indian cricketer Raman Lamba
who died in the city on Monda
following a fatal injury he suf-
fered during an Abahani-Mo-
hammedan Janakantha Pre-
mier cricket league clash at the
Dhaka Stadium on Friday af-
lernoon.

In separate messages, many
organisations have expressed
their shock at the demise of the
brave cricketer and rendered
sympathy to the members of his
familr. e organisations are:
Bangladesh Hockey Federation.
Bangladesh Badminton Feder-
ation, Surjo Tarun Club,
Gopibagh Friends Association,
Orient Sporting Club. Lalbagh
Union Sporting Club, Victoria

Sporting Club and Agrani Bank

I Cricket Committee.

MCC only

for men

LONDON., Feb 24: The world's
most famous cricket club has
decided to reject membership

sfor women, upholding its 211-
*year men-only tradition, the

Guardian newspaper reported
today, says Reuters.

Although the Marylebone
Cricket Club [MCC) will not of-
ficially unveil the outcome of
its vote at Lord's until later to-
day, the newspaper quoted "Se-
nior Lord’'s sources” as saying
the motion had been defeated.

It said the vote had been "an
incredibly close call.” but fell
short of the two-thirds major-
ity needed to accept women in
this surviving outpost of the
British gentlemen's club tradi-
tion.

If the motion were passed,
women would win the right to
watch games from the club's in-
ner sanctum, the Lord's Pavil-
10011,

The issue of membership for
women was ralsed last year
when Britain's sports council
cited sex discrimination laws
in rejecting the club’s applica-
tion for 4.5 million pounds
sterling (7.4 million US dollar)
of povernment lottery funds.

MCC members defeated a
similar bid in 1991, though its
doors were opened to women
several seasons ago for an in-
ternational women's maich.

Queen Elizabeth, the club's

atron. is the only woman al-
owed to visit the pavilion regu-
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Farashganj bow to Rakib

A late second-half
strike by mid-
fielder Rakib
steered title-aspi-
rants Muktijod-
dha Sangsad Kri-
ra Chakra to a
lone goal victory
over Farashganj Sporting Club
in a Premier Division football
super league clash at the Mirpur
Stadium yesterday.

A one-minute silence was
observed prior to the kick-off as
a mark of respect for the late
Indian cricketer Raman Lamba,
who died in Dhaka last Mon-
day.

After a goal-less first ses-
sion, Rakib, the talented mid-
fielder, headed home the much-
expected winner capitalising on
a left side free-kick by defender
Masood Rana in the 77th
minute, guiding his side to their
14th win in the league. Mukti-
{deha. despite the win and

aving raised their tally to 46
points from 20 matches, are
still a point behind leaders and
defending champions Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club.

Sports Reporter

On the other hand, it was the
12th defeat against five wins

and four draws for the mediocre

old-towners. They remain glued
to their previous collection of
19 points.

n the day's only match,
Muktis began with an all-out
approach. Although, they spent
most of the pre-lemon session
in Farashganj's half, they
failed to materialise the pres-
sure into goals primarily be-
cause of some unpardonable
blunders by defender Masood
Rana who could have easily put
them 2-0 up from as many set
B[ieces provided by Hasan-Al-

amun from the left flank.

In the 24th minute, Masood
Rana, unguarded inside the
danger area, only needed to
keep his cool and place the ball
at an angle to beat the Farash-
ganj custodian Nurul Islam. But
the tall attacking-defender lost
his patience and shot the ball
straight into his safe hands. He
missed another opportunity 12
minutes later when his header
on a Hasan-Al-Mamun lob went
several inches over the cross-

piece.

Undaunted by the mishaps,
the all-reds maintained their
onslaught after the lemon
break. finally got the fruit
of their labour when Rakib's
header found the net off a left-
flank free-kick.

The winners will take on
Abahani Krira Chakra on
March 7 before facing holders
Mohammedans in the last su-
per league encounter on March

11,
TEAMS

MUKTIJODDHA SANGSAD
KC: Aminul, Hasan-Al-Mamun,
Rajani, Jewel Rana, Tito, Ma-
sood Rana. Igbal, Swapan
(Gaus), Rakib, Alivu and HaEih.

FARASHGANJ SC: Nurul Is-
lam, Montu, Kajal (Din Mo-
hammad), Pintu (Dulal)., Ja-
hangir, Selim. Chanchal, Ritu,
Farhad, Babu Das and Mithu.

Referee: Monirul Islam.

TODAY'S MATCH

First Division Football Su-

per League :
BRTC SC vs East End Club

(Mirpur Stadium, 3 pm)

Stage set for a series rare

NEW DELHI, Feb

| 24: It has been a

' . round dozen years

| since Australia

J last undertook a

L — full cricket Test

tour of India. That factor by

itself invests the forthcoming

series with considerable
interest.

Mark Taylor's team has ar-
rived in India for a three-Test
series. That will be followed by
a triangular tournament of lim-
ited-over matches, with the
third team being Zimbabwe.
The schedules is to extend till
mid-April.

The fact that not even Taylor
has played in a Test series in
India before should provide an
indication of the inexperience
of the Australian squad where
thhat facet of international
cricket is concerned. The only
member of the touring party to
have that distinction is vice-
captain Steve Waugh, while
coach Geoff Marsh has also
been here before.

Of course, most of the Aus-
tralians have figured in one-
day matches in the subconti-
nent during this period, an
prominently at that. As Taylor

ut it, "Remember we won the

orld Cup there in 1987 and we
Were runners-up in 1996 when
most of .our matches were
played in India. So our record
there has been pretty good.”

The hiatus in Test exchanges
between the two countries ex-
tends to Indian visits to Aus-
tralia also. The last time India
had been there was in 1992,
prior to the World Cup hosted
jointly by Australia and New
Zealand.

There are many reasons for
the long gaps. Earlier Aus-
tralians used to treat India as
the poor cousins of interna-
tional cricket and concentrated
their attention largely on Eng-
land and the West Indies. That
attitude, of course, has changed
over the years. But another fac-
tor comes in. The Australian
and Indian cricket seasons run
simultaneously, and with the
hectic scheduling of matches,
especially of the one-day vari-
ety, in both countries, it be-
comes difficult to squeeze in
Test encounters between the
two.

Whatever the problems, the
Australians are certainly
happy that they have been got
over with. They have a point to
prove, for even though they are
rated as the unofficial world
champions of Test cricket, they
are yet to win a Test match,
leave alone a series in India

Raghunath Rau

to a 3-1 victory in 1969-70.

Otherwise, Australia have
beaten the West Indies home
and away, England in a six-
match Ashes series in England,
South Africa home and away
and Pakistan at home in the
last three years. However, Aus-
tralia's record in Pakistan is
worse than in India, with no
Test victories since 1959-60.

Mark Taylor's men will find
considerable changes in the In-
dian cricket scene. The most
prominent of them has been
there-induction of Mohammad
Azharuddin as captain after a
year's stint by Sachin Ten-
dulkar, which not only yielded
poor results but also told on the
man's batting.

On the other hand, a far ma-
turer Azharuddin led India to a
remarkable triumph in the
Bangladesh Independence Cup
in Dhaka recently. The last of
the best-of-three finals espe-
cially was humdinger which
had the entire subcontinent

revetted to its television
SCTeens.
Along with the victory,

Azharuddin's batting also
flowed far more freely than in
the recent past. In fact, he
seemed to be in full command of
the situation- in every sense of
the term, somethin
leaguered Azharuddin, be set

both by batting and personal
roblems, could not claim ear-
ier,

At the same time, Tendulka-
r's own batting has flowered
with the shackles of captaincy
removed from him. Thus there
would appear to be a double plus
for India at the highest level of
the team.

Then there is the remark-
able consistency ol Saurayv
Ganguly, who has already

earned the sobriquet ol "Mr De-
endable” ol Lthe Indian batting
ine-up. The fact that the Indian
selectors could afford to leave
out a talented batsmen like
Rahul Dravid — even though
their action met with consider-

Gulshan Youth’s

cricket camp

Sports Reporter

A cricket coaching camp will
start at the Gulshan Central
Park from March 1 under the
auspices of Gulshan Youth Club.
says a press release.

Interested cricketers have
been asked to submit their
names at the Gulshan Youth
Club before the beginning of the

which a be-

able criticism — shows the
depth India have in that de-
partment.

That is not to say that there
are no problems. They are there
in plenty and will be particu-
larly highlighted in the longer
version of the game. Javagal
Srinath is yet to tind his feet af-
ter a long absence to tend to a
shoulder problem and his fel-
low medium-pacer Venkatesh
Prasad will have to do some-
thing remarkable to dispel
fears that he is a burnt out case.
The two used to work in tandem
and in their absence the pace at-
tack has been considerably
weakened.

Then there is the peculiar
case of Rajesh Chauhan. The
off-spinner’'s action continues
to be under scrutiny, even
though he has never been no-
balled for throwing. Chauhan
was sent to England two weeks
ago to have his action tested by
former England off-spinner
Fred Titmus.

The irony of it was that
Chauhan was accompanied by
Erapalli Prasanna, who was a
far greater off-spinner in his
time than Titmus could ever as-
pire to be. Chauhan is now back
in India and awaiting clearance
from the International Cricket

Coungil (ICC). The Indian board

has appointed former Aus-
tralian captain Bobby Simpson
as a consultant to the team. But
Simpson will take up his duties
only after the end of the Aus-
tralian tour and in preparation
for the Sri Lanka Independence
Cup in June. In any case, Simp-
son will not replace coach.

Anshuman Gaekwad.

Another appointed is that of
Andrew Kokinos, also an Aus-
tralian. as the team trainer.
However, he will be on trial as
his term extends only till the
end of the triangular series. The
Australians, too, have their
problems. They are without
their main pace bowlers Glenn
McGrath and Jason Gillespie
because of injuries. But Taﬁnr
pointed out that the ad
beaten the South Africans
without the two bowlers. Paul
Reiffel, Adam Dale and Paul
Wilson should be adequate sub-
stitutes. Leg-spinner Shane
Warne is back in the squad after
being forcibly rested for a lim-
ited-over series against New
Zealand. However, despite his
formidable reputation he has
taken only one of his 300-plus
Test wickels against India. 1t
will be interesting (o see the
clash between Warne and Indi-
a's Anil Kumble. though Kumble
has lost his bite of late.
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