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WB to provide
8 or

road network

By Naimul Haq

The World Bank will provide
280 million Usmﬂmh:::;
highest amount a

. to develop the coun-

s road network.

“This is a very positive e
Communications Minister An-
war Hossain Manju told The
Daily Star last L

A five-member team led by
Rezaul Hyat, Secretary of
Communications Ministry, has
ust returned home from the

orld Bank headquarters in

Washington signing the loan
agreement.
The team also confirmed a

50 million dollar t from
Britain also for t of
road network in the country.

W to sources in the

Communication Ministry, the

loan money would be used to

develop the 250-km Dhaka-

et way. to rehabilitate

-km long national high-
See Page 12 Col 8
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Clinton warns Baghdad

US to act unilaterally
if accord is violated

The
Secretary General
and Iragi Deputy Prime Minis-

WASHINGTON. Feb 24: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton gave his
qualified approval to a UN-Iraq
accord on weapons in ons
Monday, warning that the
United tes wo act unilat-
erally if Baghdad violated it,

AFP.

US military forces will re-
main in the Gulf until Washing-
ton is satisfied Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein will open
weapons sites to UN inspec-
tions.

"Our soldiers, our ships, our

"planes will stay there in force

until we are satisfied that ...

Iraﬂ is complying,” Clinton

said, warning of ‘grave conse-

quences' if violated the
ent.

"If he does not keep his word

this time, everyone would un-

derstand that the United States

.- would have the unilateral

right to respond at a time, place
and manner of our own choos-
ing.” he said.

The United States had
threatened military strikes if
Iraq persisted in refusing to
tL:IJpcn its 'presidential sites' to

N inspectors as required by

ag’eementa signed ending the
1991 Gulf War. Iraq is barred

—Editorial on page 4
from having nuclear, biological
and chemical weapons and
long-range ballistics missiles.
espite the agreement, US
forces continued moving to the
Gulf, where there are about
6.500 US ground troops.
Britain, the strongest US
ally in backing a possible at-
tack. also opted to retain its
military force in the Gulf for
now, British Defence Secretary
George Robertson said.

t si by UN

fil Annan

ter Aziz was reached after
Annan held a two-hour private
mee with Saddam, and was
to be given to the UN Security
Council today.

The two-page memorandum
of understanding cites the need
to respect Iraqi sovereignty,

dignity and national security, |

which is ted to lead to less
heavy-handed methods by UN
weapons inspectors.

e accord spells out the
guidelines for inspecting the
presidential sites in one para-
graph. The inspectors would be
accompanied by diplomats,
sources said, and it discusses a
critical issue for Iraq — lifting
economic sanctions imposed
after the 1990 invasion of

See Page 12 Col 7
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ps in the city use the Buriganga river to
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PM, ministers,
AL leaders

meet briefly
By Staff Correspondent

Members of the council of
ministers and members of .
Awami League's Advisory
Committee and Working Com-
mittee held a brief meeting on
the sidelines of a social func-
tion at a minister's residence in
the city last night.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, most of the ministers,
state ministers, deputy minis-
ters and senior leaders of AL
attended the 'Akika’ (name giv-
ing ceremony) of the grandson
of Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed at his
Hare Road residence.

Two newly inducted mem-
bers in the council of ministers,
Hasibur Rahman Swapan and
Dr Alauddin — both BNP legis-
lators — were also present.

See Page 12 Col 2
Promotion of 154
officers evokes
sharp reaction
By Special Correspondent

Promotion of 154 officers,
mainly from the administra-

Partnershi

US, Malaysian cos asked to
take decision by March 7

‘The negotiation committee
fnrthcmndmunduﬂandﬁas
block bidding has asked US
joint venture Chevron-Texaco
to come up with :1 dﬁti:ll]mil ru!:l:1

arding partners wi ris
Eum y Tullow inpblor:k 9 by
the t week of March.

The committee also asked
Malaysian company Petronas
and its partner US giant Mobil
late last week to decide on -
nership with the same Irish
company in block 11 at the
same time.

In both these moves, the gov- |

ermmment has 1f'zw.a'::rura:-t;i the Irish
compan Y suggesting
Chﬂrun?rT:xacn nng Mobil-
Petronas that Tullow should 5-‘:
45 per cent equity in each of

p with Tullow in Block-9

Star Report

two blocks. At the same time,

Chevron-Texaco would split

another 45 per cent in block 9

and Mobil-Petronas 45 per cent

in block 11, leaving a petty 10

per cent for Bangladeshi ex-
lorer BAPEX in each of the
locks.

Both Chevron-Texaco and
Mobil-Petronas representatives
were initially asked to discuss
the 'suggestions’ of the govern-
ment with Tullow Chief Aidan
Heavey and decide on partner-
ships by this week. However.
this time frame was extended up
to the first week of March as the
convenor of the negotiation
team went to Japan terday

on a week- visit.

Sources said that while =

chances of partnership between
Chevron-Texaco and Tullow
were brighter, the position not
so clear about Mobil-Petronas-
Tullow partnership.

Chevron-Texaco has been
competing for block 9 only, the
most prospective block in
Bangladesh, while Mobil-
Petronas has been bidding for
both block 9 and 11 along with
BAPEX.

Although mobil-petronas
was the first big joint venture to
agree to talk about ership
with Tullow in block 9 and 11
in mid-December, it was side
tracked when Chevron-Texaco
expressed its interest in part-

mﬁl@j{lﬂl Tullow in block 9

See Page 12 Col 7

Old Numbers

0009

2

New Telephone Numbers of

Che Naily Star

(With effect from today, 25th
February, 1998)

New Numbers

366771
866772
866773
866774

Today February 25, 1998 reminds us of the
sad demise of our beloved founder
Chairman Late Hamidur Rahman Sinha.
To pray for his departed soul a milad mahfil
has been arranged today after Asar prayer at
his village home Dohuri, Kalma Union, P.S.
Louhajong, Munshiganj and at the same
time at the company's Head Office at 55,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209.
All his friends, relatives and well-wishers
are requested to participate in the milad.

The members of ACME family

| ®'6L.ACMEM.£U-

' Pradesh Assembl
. 26 to decide whether BJP leader
' Kalyan Singh or his former

Bangabandhu Murder Case

Move to bring back all
absconding accused

The government is makin
allout efforts to bring back a
the absconding and other ac-
cused in the Bangabandhu Mur-
der Case.

A Foreign Ministry official
told BSS yesterday that an
American attorney had been
e to pursue the case of Lt.
Col (retd) Mohiuddin Ahmed.
an alleged killer of August 15,
1975.

Mohiuddin, who served as a
diplomat during the successive

overnments of Ziaur Rahman,

M Ershad and Begum Khaleda
Zia, is now in police custody in
the United States. Bangladesh,
seeking his extradition. has
submitted necessary papers
sought by the US government. A

representative of the govern-
ment has already met officials
concerned of the State Depart-
ment who assured him of con-
sidering the Bangladesh's re-
quest, official said,

Twenty-four persons were
originally charged in the Au-
gust 15 killings. Four persons
including Khandakar Mustaque
Ahmed and Mahbubul Alam
Chasi are no more alive,
Zubaida Rashid, wife of ab-
sconding accused Lt. Col (retd)
Khandakar Abdur Rashid, has
been relieved of the charges
following a court order.

Out of the 19 accused five are
in custody. Only a handful
could be tracked in different

See Page 12 Col 6

Dispute over sacki_llg of UP govt

SC orders holding of

'composite floor test

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI,; Feb 24: India's

' Supreme Court today ordered

the holding of a “composite
tloor test” at a specially-con-
vened session ol the Uttar
on February

cabinet colleague Jagadambika
Pal commanded majority in the
Assembly.

"The only agenda for the
special session will be to have a
compaosite floor test between the
contending parties in order to
see which of the two claimants
for Chief Mlnialershlp has a
majority in the House,” a three-
member bench of the apex court
headed by Chief Justice MM

Punchchi said in a brief order.

The bench declined to stay
the Allahabad High Court order
reinstating the BJP-led gov-
ernment headed by Kalyan
Singh in Uttar Pradesh. e
Apex Court order today came af-
ter hearing on Jagadambika
Pal's Special Leave Petition
against the Allahabad High
Court order yesterday.

The Supreme Court bench
observed that the court had de-
cided on the present course of
action to "resolve the riddle and
put democracy back on its
rails.” It warned that 'serious
consequences” would follow in
the event of breach of peace or

See Page 12 Col 8

-Delayed meeting of DCC

coordination body today

By Morshed Ali Khan

The Dhaka city coordina-
tion committee will hold its
ninth meeting today more than
three months after it was due to
be held, sources in Dhaka City
Co tion (DCC) said.

e last meeting of the
committee was held on Decem-
ber 12 last year and the follow-
ing one was due in a month's
time in January. The coordina-

tion mecumu. attended by top
representa

of city's public

utility services to resolve vari-
ous city problems,

ay' will be held

-
at the LGRD . ministry with

LGRD Minister Zillur Rahman
in the chair. Mayor Mohammad

Hanif, the co-c of the
committee, is also ed to
attend the meeting. Beside

representatives of all the city's
utility services, several s
elected from the city's eight
constituencies might attend the
meeting.

Sources concerned said that
one of the first | of the
meeting would be why more
than cent of the decisions
conce g the city made in

earlier :
: See Page 12 Col 6

464 ampoules of
1llegal pethidine
seized from a

drug company
By Staff Correspondent

Drug Administration offi-
cials yesterday raided the fac-
tory of a reputed pharmaceuti-
cal company in Tejgaon indus-
trial area and seized a large
quantity of pethidine ampoules
produced without licence.

Acting on a tip-off, two offi-
cials of the Drug Administra-
tion raided the factory and
seized 244 ampoules of pethi-
dine hydrochloride with labels
and another 220 without labels.
The drug is prescribed for seda-
tion and pain-killing.

The factory was closed for
the last five months.

One of the officials talking
to The Daily Star at the factory
said. "When we entered the fac-
tory premises at about 1 pm, we

See Page 12 Col 3

Govt trying its best
for Opposition's

return to JS: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment is trying its best to
bring back the opposition to
Eariiamtnt for ensuring a sta-

le political situation and mak-
ing parliament effective,
ports UNB.

"We are repeatedly seeking
their cooperation to make par-
liament effective and offering
them every scope to discuss any
issue they like inside the
House,” the Prime Minister told
the editors of national dailies
and news agencies at her office.

Refuting the allegations of
the Opposition, the Prime Min-
ister said they were allowed to
raise any issue in the House.

T+

i The House discussed the issue of

terrorism even twice.

"We have accepted their de-
mands they raised at different
times, we have made the par-
liamentary committees accord-
ing to their demand. Despite
that they did not return to the
House," she said.

Responding to queries on the
economic situation of the
country, the Prime Minister
said the government is trying to
maintain economic stability.

About the rice price, Hasina
said the government has taken
all possible steps to arrest the
upward trend. Arrangements
have been made to import rice
by the government ancs)c{:-rivatc
traders as well.

See Page 12 Col 1

tive cadres, have evoked sharp
reaction from members of the
other cadres, particularly from
the BCS-Prokrichi Coordina-
tion Committee, grouping engi-
neers, doctors and agricultur-
ists.

The promotion of 154 offi-
cers, out of 250 recommended
by the Superior Selection Board
[SSB). on Monday, led to an
emergency meeting of the BCS-
Prokrichi Coordination Com-
mittee which expressed its deep
resentment.

It also drew flaks from
cadres of former Central Supe-
rior Services of Pakistan.

The newly promoted are one
secretary, 20 additional secre-
taries, 30 joint-secretaries and

See Page 12 Col 1

US envoy
meets PM

s ambassador to
Bangladesh John C Holzman
made a courtesy call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her
office in the city yesterday, re-

Ipnrts BSS.
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