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Towards Wholesome Parliamentary Culture

ENTARY culture is
a broad expression in
which several aspects of

re tative democracy are
subsumed. Parliament ects
ple's power. We follow the
estminster model of
arliamentary democracy.
liver Crom 's victory in the
English Civil War created an all
Buw:rful image for the
arliament. The Earl of Pem-
broke declared in 1648 that a
Parliament can do anything but
make a man a woman and a
woman a man. The primacy as
well as the supremacy of the
Parliament in democratic gov-
ernance, according to my little
understanding, are fundamen-
tal to wholesome parliamen-
tary culture. Al with the Ex-
ecutive and the Judiciary, the
Legislature is expected to partic-
ipate in governance.

How does the legislature
participate in governance? It is
true that it performs its func-
tion primarily by making laws.
The laws should reflect the col-
lective will of the ple. They
should reflect and be consistent
with what is understood as the
Common Law or Natural Law
which is distinct from Statu-
tory Law. Who will guard the
guardians? Legislature being
constituted by the representa-
tives of the people, they are in-
deed to guard the guardians.
This gives rise to the principle
of accountability.

Here | will rather go into the
details of parliamentary cul-
ture and also make a brief sug-
gestion as to how the whole-
some parliamentary culture
can be developed in our part of
the world in order that the
democracy can be made sus-
tainable. The Executive is ex-
pected to be accountable to the
Legislatures. That is how, Arti-
cle 55 (3) to the constitution of
Bangladesh provides that the
Council of Ministers are collec-
tively responsible to the House
of the People. Wholesome par-
liamentary culture, then, is one
that ensures the accountability
of the Executive. There is a
whole lot of procedures and
mechanisms through which
this accountability is sought to
be ensured — the Question Hour,
Calling Attention Motions, No-
tices on matters of public im-
portance, Adjournment Mo-
tions. Confidence and No Con-
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All over the world, people do not take kindly to the abuse anrivilcEFs and immunities,
ry carefully looked at and politically addressed too in
order that we can establish a proper parliamentary culture.

These are the things need to be ve

fidence Motions, etc. These are
not to be seen as mere procedu-
significant
for
ensuring accountability of
those who wield power in the

ral rituals but ve

links in an overall design

Executive.

Voting of
governmenta
monitoring of ex
those ts are

ants for various
activities and

nditure of
so vital func-
tions in the performance of

which the rule of Legislatures in

Governance is to be seen. The

established mechanisms for the

purpose are the Annual Finan-
cial Statements and the Fi-

nance Committees, i.e., the Es-
timates Committee, the Public
Accounts Committee and the

Committee on Public Undertak-

ings. There are practical limita-
tions to parliamentary control
The Frincipal

ability of
time in the House. Budget doc
uments are invariably the cre-
ations of the Government, con-
of re-
sources. Parliamentary debates
normally
through cut motions. Cut mo-
symbolic. They
are not used for the purpose of

over finance.
limitation is the avai

ditioned by availability
on budgets are

tions are onl

significantly reducing or en-

han the budget.

ey are
rather used for the purpose of

drawing attention of the gov-

ernment to inadequacies in
policies and in implementation
of policies. Nor are the parlia-
position to take up
detailed discussions on all the
demands for grants for sheer
e all know the
process of guillotine, details of

ments in a

want of time.

which I don't want to go into.

Committees on estimates only

give recommendations. They

can only serve the purpose of
perhaps
riorities of

broad guidelines and
for laying down

expenditure. Public accounts
committees and committees on
public undertakings largely
perform ex-post facto func-

tions. It is in this bac
that in India th
the system of departmentall
related committees whic

kground.
have created

mandatorily go into detailed

__________
St

e S

ik

rowdyism at Central Shaheed Minar.

L]

S el 1 L
R o = T W A

brought out a ulljv on DU campﬁé-'yééterdﬁy protesting

Metrop

scrutiny of demands for grants,

examination of annual reports
and performance budgets of
ministries. Here in this country
the committee system is of
fairly recent o but it has
already start functioning
very eflectively. It would be in-

deed worthwhile to universalise
this system and further perfect
its working.

The legislators themselves
are accountable to the public at
large. Stated differently, each
parliamentarian is accountable
to his electors. Of course, the
electors hold the parliamentar-
ians accountable at the time of
elections. This can only
be ex-post facto. We cannot have
the system of recall of legisla-
tors with whom the electorate is
not satisfied. Hence, the ex-post
facto exercise in securing ac-
countability of their represen-
tative by the electors. This
brings us to the question of or-
derly conduct of business in the
House by the Parliamentarians.

The time of the Houses being
limited and expensive, the Par-
liamentarians should observe
rules relating to orderly con-
duct of business. Cross talk at-
tempting to speak without being
recognised by the chair, collec-
tive efforts at attempting to
draw the attention of the chair,
repetitive arguments in the
course of speeches and state-
ments in the Houses, shouting
of slogans and demonstrations
in the floor of the Houses, etc,
are in the ultimate analysis, se-
rious breach of accountability
of the Parliamentarians to the
people who return them.

isorderly conduct of busi-
ness is largely due to lack of ex-
rience on the part of the Par-
iamentarians. Parliamentari-
ans often used to indulge in dis-
orderly conduct. Live telecast-
ing of Parliament proceedings,
they believed perhaps, helped
them in their activeness in
Parliament being seen by their
electors on the television.

Legislators, particularly the
first times, need to be trained in
the Rules of Procedure of the
Legislatures. This would go a

------
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MOST/S-14/Project-2/97

1. Tender No

2. Item

3. Place of selling
tender schedule

4.  Place of dropping
tenders

5. Last date and time
for selling tender
schedule

6. Price of schedule
(non-refundable)

7. Date & time for
receiving tender

8. Date & time for
opening tender

9.  Earnest money

10.  Validity of tender

DFP-3934-22/2

People's Republic
of Bang
Ministry of Science & Technology

Bangladesh Secretariat
Dhaka

Re-Tender Notice

Sealed tenders are invited by the Project Director,
Establishment of Technology Dissemination Cell in the
Ministry of Science & Technology Project from bonafide
local agents/suppliers/distributors for the supply of
computers, electronics and airconditioners,

The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
of the bids without assigning any reason whatsoever.

ladesh

Dated : 19-02-98

MOST/TDC/Computer/01(R)-
98,

Server, Color Scanner, Color
Laser Printer, Color Digital
Camera, Plotter, Multimedia
Projector, Notebook
Computer, UPS, Voltage
Stabilizer, Software and other
accessories.

Room # 904, Bldg. # 6,
Bangladesh Secretariat,
Dhaka.

Room # 923, Bldg. # 6
Bangladesh Secretariat,
Dhaka.

March 3, 1998 (up to 3:00
PM)

Taka 300 (three hundred)
only (non-refundable)
March 4,1998 (up to 3PM)

March 4,1998 (up to 3:15
PM).

2.5% (Two point five per
cent) of the total quoted price
in the form of Account Payee
Bank Draft/Pay Order from a
scheduled bank in favour of
the Project Director,
Establishment of Technology
Dissemination Cell in the
Ministry of Science &
Technology Project.

90 (Ninety) days from the
date of opening of the bid.

G-303

Ershad meets
Grand Mufti
of KSA

Jatiya Party Chairman HM

' Ershad yesterday met the Grand

Mufti of Saudi Arabia. Sheikh
Abdul Aziz Bin Abdullah Bin
Baz, at his office, reports UNB.

During the meeting., the
Grand Mufti enquired about the
condition of Bangladesh, its

ple and the Muslim refugees
rom Arakan, a JP press release
said gquoting a message from
Hl}racﬂl.

The JP Chairman said the
Myanmar's rc[uﬁ&s staying in
Bangladesh are leading miser-
able lives in their camps. He
drew the attention of the
Myanmar government (o repa-
triate the refugees to their own
land as early as possible.

Sheikh Bin Baz offered
pra[\.]rer for the people of Bangla-
desh.

NSU to take part
in int’l computer
programming
contest

A three member students
team from NSU leaves today for
Atlanta, Georgia, USA to partic-
ipate in the International Col-
legiate Programming Contest
organised by the Association
for Computing Machiner
(ACM) to be held on Feb 28.
ACM is the largest body of the

computer professionals in the
world, said a press release yes-
terday.

NSU was one of the three
sites in Asia to hold the quali-
fying rounds of the competi-
tion. The qualifying round was
held at NSU on November 18,
'97 where 18 teams from 11 uni-
versities participated. BUET
‘Team A' was the winner in the
programming contest and au-
tomatically qualified to com-

te in the final round. The

SU team became qualified as
the host of that event.

A total of 54 teams from all
over the world are participating
in the final round. Eight teams
are ﬁurﬁﬂpatjng from Asia out
of which two are from Bangla-

.
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long way in facilitating orderly
conduct of business in the
Houses. Secretaries of Legisla-
tures, interacting with the Par-
liamentarians as they do on
day to day basis ang having
long experience could make
significant contribution in the
matter of this training.

Many Parliamentarians do
also look forward to significant
level of information support for
the purpose of discharging their
duties in the Houses. In the Par-
liament, we have a library and
reference, research, documenta-
tion and information service.
We also have newspaper clip-
ping service. Normally, this
service makes available to the
Parliamentarians documents
required by them within a day
or two. To render this service ef-
fectively, secretaries of legisla-
tive body should themselves
undergo training. They could
keep track of the highly infor-
mative publications of the CPA
and bring them to the notice of
the Parliamentarians. They
can draw on CPA's Parliamen-
tary Information and Reference
Centre (PIRC). The CPA has ad-
vanced a lot in recent times into
the use of modern technology.
The CPA Secretariat is now

ul;g}cd with e-mail facilities.
1:‘(1]1:& PA Home Page has also
been established on the
Worldwide Web. Secretaries
would also do well to access the
Worldwide Web and network
with the CPA systems.

Independence of the judi-
ciary is yet another principle
which is always respected in the
conduct of parliamentary pro-
ceedings. Matters which are
subjudice are not discussed in
Houses. Judges, as presiding of-
ficers of the judicial bodies are
also not discussed. All over the
world, parliamentarians do
complain about the so-called
judicial activism. On account of
developments in the judicial
process like public interest liti-
gation and litigation invnlﬂn%
the probity and standards o
people’s representatives, not to
speak of issues of public con-

cern like environment protec-
tion, judicial intervention is
sought by the people more than
ever before. Particularly in the
context of these complexities,
Secretaries of legislatures
would need to be aware and be
updated with developments in
the area of legislature [lludiciar:,r
interface. The inviolable prin-
ciple, however, is respect for the
autonomy of the legislatures
and the rjudiciary in their own
areas ol competence. Detailed
knowledge about this should
always inform the advice that
may tendered by the secre-
taries to their presiding offi-
Cers,
Secretaries should also be
aware of the rights of the media
vis-a-vis the legislatures. In
Bangladesh, the media has a
constitutional right of access to
arliamentary proceedings,
ile providing access to the
media, the officials should
make the media aware of the
implications of colourable use
of parliamentary information
to parliamentary privileges.
Parliamentary privilege is
based on the principle of avoid-
ance of molestation. That is,
the Parliamentarians should be
in a position to discharge their
parliamentary functions with-
out let or hindrance. Anything
and evcr_v,rthinF stated in the
House of any factum of voting
in the House cannot be ques-
tioned in any court of law as per
the provision of Article 78 of
our constitution. For the Par-
liamentarians to claim privi-
lege. there should be clear nexus
between their work in the Par-
liament and the alleged breach
of privilege. Privileges can be
claimed only in the realm of
appearance in person in courts
of law during parliament ses-
sion. Criminal actions can
never be the basis for claim of
&riﬁl:ges and immunities,
ost importantly, all over the
world, people do not take
kindly to the abuse of privileges
and immunities. These are the
things need to be very carefully
looked at and politically ad-
dressed too in order that we can
establish a pmﬂer parliamen-
tary culture which is much
talked about subject these days.

The writer is a Judicial Offi-
cer now working as Law Officer
to Parliament Secretariat.

Session of WMO, ESCAP panel

on tropical cyclone begins today

The 25th session of WMO
and ESCAP panel on tropical
cyclone will be held at the In-
ternational Conference Centre

at the' Prinme Minister's 'Offier

in the city today. reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will attend the function
as chief guest and formally in-
augurate the session, an ISPR
press release said.

Defence Secretary Syed

" Yusufl Hossain will deliver the
| welcome address, while Direc-

tor, Bangladesh Meteorological
DE[)EH'H'I‘]E‘H[ Sajedur Rahman
will give vote to thanks.
Representatives from the
World Meteorological Organisa-
tion (WMO) and AP will ad-

. dress the inaugural session.

Technical sessions of the
meet will be held at the head of-
fice of the Bangladesh Meteoro-
logical Department at Agargaon
and continue till Mar 2.

Besides WMO, EC and ESCAP
representatives. delegates and
observers from Bangladesh.
India. Pakistan. Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, the Maldives, Thailand
and Sultanate of Oman and
Federal Republic of Germany
will take part in the session.

The twenty-fifth session will
focus on review of the 1997 cy-
clone season of the member
countries, coordination with
other activities of the WMO
Tropical Cyclone Programme,
review of the coordination of
the technical plan and coordi-
nation of the work programme
for the next two years with par-
ticular reference to meteorolog-
ical component, hydrological
component, disaster prevention
and preparedness component,
training, research and publica-
tions, and review of the tropical
cyclone operation plan.

The session -will be rounded
off with the discussion on the
activities of technical support
unit (TSU), support for the pan-

el's programine and technical

discussion.

Member countries of the
panel will submit the reports on
the occurrence of tropical cy-
clones in the region during the
previous cyclone season includ-
ing information on their im-
pact on life and property in
their country.

BNP MPs condemn
attack on Amir

Khasru in Ctg

Twentﬁe one parliament
members belonging to main op-
position BNP have protested
and condemned the attack on
Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowd-
hury, MP, by armed terrorists
in Chittagong. reports UNB.

In a joint statement yester-
day they observed that the at-
tack is a threat to democracy
and they demanded exemplary
punishment to the culprits.

The signatories of the state-
ment are: Barrister Ziaur Rah-
man Khan, Barrister Nazmul
Huda, Harun-or-Rashid Khan-
Monnu, Barrister Aminul
Haque, Abdul Mannan, Dr Ab-
dul Moin Khan, AKM Obaidur
Rahman, Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf, MK Anwar., Dr
Khondaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Lieutenant Col (retd) Akbar
Hossain, Barkat Ullah Bhulu,
Sarwar Jamal Nizam, Zafrul Is-
lam Chowdhury, Md Khalequz-
zaman, Ziaul Haque Zia, Miza-
nur Rahman Sinha, Shamsul
Islam, Abdul Hye, Prof Rezaul
Karim, Hafizuddin Ahmed (Bir
Bikram).
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People's Participation in Water Sector Planning
The Dutch and Bangladeshi Experiences

ANGLADESH and the
Netherlands share a
number of geographical

similarities. Both are on the
deltas of major world rivers
which flow for many thousands
of kilometres thrﬂugh other
countries before reaching their
borders. Both are very low lyin

and flat topographically an

both have a long history of wa-
ter sector ]iplanning. Of course,
the Netherlands' history of wa-
ter sector planning is over four
countries old and the people's
participation in water planning
and maintenance (through the
Polder Councils) actually pre-
dates the Dutch nation state as
one of the oldest forms of par-
ticipatory democracy involving
local communities. The Polder
Councils in the Netherlands
exist to this day and almost all
Dutch citizens, where they live
vote for their local council ev-
ery year. In this year's election,
for the first time, a Bangladeshi
who has been living in the
Netherlands for many years,
Mr A Momin was elected to one
of the Polder Councils, in north
Holland. Thus the Dutch have

by Dr Saleemul Huq

certainly gained much valuable
experience in water sector
planning, development and,
most importantly, people's par-
ticipation.

In Eanﬁladesh water sector
activities also have a centuries
old history with major em-
bankments and water tanks
known to have been built dur-
ing the Mughal period. How-
ever, the modern age of water
sector planning is only a few
decades old and the concept of
people’'s participation only less
than a decade old. Therefore.
Bangladesh still has a long way
to go in terms of setting up o
the requisite legal and regula-
tory framework to enable gen-
uine people's participation to
take place. Nevertheless, a start
has been made in trying to de-
velop a legal framework for
people’'s participation in the
water sector.

Recently, a one day seminar
was held in the Hague on 26
January 1998 organized by a
Dutch NGO called 1CCO with
about 80 participants form gov-

—

ernment, NGOs, research insti-
tutes, consultants and private
sector from both the Nether-
lands as well as Bangladesh,
The purpose of the workshop
was 1o share some experience
on water sector planning
modalities in both countries
with special emphasis on peo-
ple's participation. The discus-
sion were very lively and useful
and highlighted both the simi-
larities as well as the differ-
ences ( e.g. the lack of enabling
legislation in Bangladesh).
Nevertheless it was felt by all
concerned that such an exercise
of sharing of experiences be-
tween groups from each sector |
€.g. government, NGO, farmers,
water councils, academics, etc)
from each country could lead to
beneficial results not just for
Bangladesh but also for the
Netherlands. It was agreed that
mechanisms should put in
place for regular sharing of
such experience ( e.g. through
visits, studies, etc) between
%ruu s from the two countries
0

r them mutual benefit of both
the countries

— BCAS Feature
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Reasons Behind Stagnation

by Prof. Sajjad Hussain

There is no shortage of causes for the stagnation of the silk industry in Bangladesh;

but none qf them are unsurmountable.

ESPITE many benefits to

be derived from develop-

ing the silk industry in
Bangladesh it has been stagnat-
ing in this country due to the
following factors:

Low uction of Mulbe
Leaves Caused by a Lack of Suf-
ficient Government Support:
The production of mulberry
leaves is desperately low in
Bangladesh because, among
other things, mulberry plants
in Bangladesh are attacked by a
number of different types of
fungal and viral infections and
nemated diseases, which dam-
age mulberry plants badly, such
as: a) powdery mildew, b)
leafspot disease. ¢} rotting of
seedlings and baby mulberry
plants, d) ‘tukra’' disease, and e}
worm infestations. Besides,
mulberry plants in Bangladesh
also suffer damaging attack
from insects such as: a) borers,
b) leaf hoppers, c] caterpillars,
d) termites. and e) green

, grasshoppers. There are various

drugs application of which can
significantly réduce the damage
caused by the above-mentioned
diseases and insects. However it
appears that, a Jack of suffi-
ciently aggressive extension ac-
tivity on the part of the gov-
ernment. a lack of knowledge
on the part of the farmers about
the application of appropriate
drugs, inadequate private
funds. and a lack of necessary
institutional credit facilities
have all combined together to
militate against the desired sit-
uation.

Lack of Sufficient High Qual-
ity Discase-free Silk-worm Fﬁn
Due to the Absense of the Pri-
vate Sector: In all the major
silk producing nations silk-
worm eggs are produced and dis-
tributed commercially by the
ﬁrivate sector. In Bangladesh,

owever, till today the produc-
tion and distribution of silk-
worm eggs is managf{ed by the
Government centrally. This is
the practice, perhaps, because
the demand for silk-worm eggs
is still rather relatively low.
However. since many NGOs
have entered the field of mul-
berry cultivation and silk-
WOTIT gmductinn, it will no
longer be possible for the gov-
ernment o meet the increasing
demand for silk-worm eggs in
the near future. Hence, it is time
steps were taken for the in-
volvement of the private sector
in the production and distribu-
tion of silk-worm eggs also.

Indeed the production and
distribution of high quality
disease-free silk-worm eggs is
one of the most important steps
for the improvement of silk in-
dustry. It is not enough to just
have HYV mulberry plants or
silk-worms. Rather often silk
production cannot achieve the
status of profitable product due
to a lack of high quality silk-
worm eggs. Producing high
quality eggs is an important
pre-condition for qualitative
and quantitative improve-
ments in the production of silk
cocoons, because the quality of
eggs influence the quality of
silk-worms and the quality of
cocoons they produce. For ex-
ample, the common indigenous
variety of silk-worms, which
most silk farmers in
Bangladesh rear, spin cocoons
producing 300-400 metre
thread. variety silk-worms
spin large and yellow cocoons
producing between 700-800 me-
tres of thread. Foreign variety
silk-worms spin even larger
white cocoons producing be-
tween 1000-1200 metre-long
thread. Hence, in Bangladesh,
on the one hand, the establish-
ment of commercial egg-seed
production centres would hel
to complement government ef-
fort to meet the additional de-
mand for seed, on the other
hand this would also be a source
of income and a profitable
business venture for the farm-

€rs.

Low ent of
Silk-worm Rear Causi
High Incidence of ase an
Death of Silk-worms and Low
Quality Cocoons: The manage-
ment of silk-worm re is of
very low order in Bangladesh.
Consequently, compared to
of ellk opems 16, Bargiacea |
0 -worms in 8
relatively high. The main rea-

sons for the low order of silk-
WOrII rearing management are:
al A lack of technically quali-
fied manpower: In Bangladesh
the natural climate is not suit-
able for the rearing of silk-
worms during all the four rear-
ing seasons. The climate is par-
ticularly adverse during
Jyastha’ (late summer) and 'B-
haduri’ (late monsoon) seasons.
Although ill effects of the cli-
mate can be compensated for by
employing some special tech-
niques, the silk farmers of

Bangladesh are not technically
qualified to deal with it. b) A
lack of necessary material and
equipment: No technology can
be applied because of this. For

'-_.:: _._ _I:_| . : : 3
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instance, although it is neces-
sary to sterilise silk-worm
rooms before starting the rear-
ing of silk-worms, yet both due
to the exhorbitant price and
scarcity of necessary chemicals
and equipment silk farmers are
unable to wuse them. In
Bangladesh most silk farmers
can afford to use less than 50
per cent of the material and
equipment necessary for silk
production. c¢) A lack of neces-
sary training and technical as-
sistance: Although the Silk
Board is supposed to provide
this help to the silk farmers,
whatever they are doing is far
from adequate.

The low quality manage-
ment of silk-worm rearing is
mainly responsible for the high
incidence of disease and death
of the silk-worms. Diseases
spread due to a failure to follow
correct technical principles and
procedures that have been de-
veloped to prevent their occur-
rence. Silk-worms can be pro-
tected from unwanted disease
and death if germs and bacteria
can be removed from the envi-
ronment by improving the
management of silk-worm
rearing, by producing and dis-
tributing disease-free good
quality silk-worm eggs, and by
training of and providing
technical assistance to, the
silk-farmers about silk-worm
diseases and their contain-
ment. However, since none of it
is done, innumerable silk-
worms either do not survive or,
in any case, have to be thrown
away at the rearing stage. Out of
the rest that survive most suffer

from malnutrition and spin.

low quality cocoons.

Outdated Silk-thread Pro-
duction Technology Causing
Cocoons to be Burned duri
Drying, Ineffective Ree '
and Production of Low :
Thread: The technology behind
the production of silk thread is
outdated. Silk thread is pro-
duced from silk cocoons, and
the method of producing fine
silk thread from silk cocoons is

called 'Reeling’. For the leftover

from 'Reeling’ or where silk
Pruduccd

thread cannot be
through the 'Reeling’ process,

spinning is used. Silk thread
produced by spinning is thicker
and coarser.

In Bangladesh except for a
few large industrial units and a
few NGOs none of the small
Reelers have adequate facilities
for drying silk cocoons. About
60-70 per cent home produced
silk cocoons are dryed in the
sum. Consequently, in the
rainy season, the Reelers face
much difficulty in drying their
cocoons. Many dry them over
fire. And in this method, co-
coons often get burnt and the
Teeling' of thread is not as effec-
tive, Bedsides, when dried in
this method it is not possible to
preserve silk cocoons for more
than 20-25 days. On the other
hand, in summer, if they are
dried in bright sun for 2/3 days,
or if they are kept in 80°-90°C
for between 4-6 hours they be-
come dry. After drying properly
they can be easily presewec]] and
used as per convenience. If they
are not dried well then the pro-
duction of silk thread is rela-

Utively poor. But even:if eleciric
* driers are available in the mar-

ket they are beyp pure-
chasing p-’::-we}') of Sﬁa té]f?:lﬁla#}-*

reelers. In any case electricity is
still not widely available in the
rural areas of Bangladesh.
However, Bangladesh Silk Re-
search Institute is currently de-
veloping a drier that can be set
up anywhere within
Bangladesh and its purchasing
price and running cost is ex-
pected to be such that, with ade-
quate credit facilities it would
be within the purchasing power
of ordinary farmers. If silk co-
coons are dried in a drier for
about half an hour a second
time after 20-25 days, they can
be stored for a long time.

In Bholahat of Bangladesh,
which is the main silk cocoon
production centre, reeling is
done with the help of very old
reeling machines. The thread so
produced is of very low quality,
i.e. somewhere thick, some-
where thin, and generally dirty.
The thread produced in this
method is a little flat and the
price is also relatively cheaper.
About 75 per cent of the silk
thread in Bangladesh is pro-
duced in this manner. :

Outdated Silk Cloth Produc-
tion Technology : Most farmers
use very old-fashioned hand-
looms which are considerably
less economic and less efficient
method of production. Conse-
quently their, productivity is
low and the cost of production
high.

Above all, Lack of Effective
Implementation of the Pro-

amme by the Government:

he Silk Industry failed to de-
velop in Bangladesh during the
Pakistani period due to a lack
of qualified manpower, short-
EFE of funds, and absense of
clearcut policies, and after the
emergence of Bangladesh, till
1978, due to a lack of any pulzi‘y
to revamp the industry. But af-
ter 1978 clear-cut policies and
forward-looking programmes
had been adopted with the es-
tablishment of the 'Silk Board'.
This time the basic impediment
to the development of this in-
dustry in Bangladesh has been
the failure of the government to
implement programmes prtr.‘-bﬁ-
erly. A glaring example of the
careless attitude of government
towards the development of the
silk industry in Bangladesh is
the way in which the Chairmen
of the Board had been selected.
Most Chairmen appointed to
the Bangladesh Silk Board not
only did not have the training
or the inclination, let alone
dedication, to ensure the proper
implementation of pro-
grammes, they actually took it
to be a punishment posting and
looked for every opportunity
for a transfer elsewhere.

Conclusion

There is no shortage of
causes for the -sta%atiun of the
silk industry in Bangladesh;
but none of them are unsur-
mountable. Hence Bangladesh
should immediately take all
necessary utflpa to solve all the"
problems of the silk industry in
right earnest and allow it to
thrive as it should. It would be a
shame not to do so.
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